ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM
MINUTES OF MEETING 92
Monday, 15" February 2024, 4.30pm
Sand Bothy, Balmedie Country Park

Present: Geordie Burnett-Stuart (part meeting), Paul Davison, Anouk Kloppert (part meeting), Ruth

Riddell, Graham Smith, Neil Taylor, Clir. Iris Walker (part meeting), Henry Webb, Chris York (Chair).

Council officers present: Fiona Chapman, Bridget Freeman.

Abbreviations: A/IO Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.

Item

Subject

Action

1

Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc.
a) Welcome and introductions.
b) Apologies — Gerald Banks, Ken Gordon, Gordon McKilligan, Gordon
Prentice.
Declarations of interest — none.

Approval of Minutes from Meeting 91 Proposed RR, seconded GS.
Matters arising (relevant action points)

91/3 Police Scotland Rural crime information was distributed, but any
members who have not received please notify BF and she can re-send.
91/4/2/BP2 Map materials Done. Copies to be supplied.

91/4/2/BP4 Drainage contact BF has details for Gordon Prentice.
91/5/1/BP4 Letter supporting A/Os Sent by CY; indications of positive
outcome. Formal response from Council’s Ewan Wallace promised.
91/5/1/BP6 Forms No further input received, so assume all happy with them.
91/6/3 Mhairi Robertson No response received; ALOAF’s obligation fulfilled.
9/8 Turriff Show Artwork in preparation. Volunteers needed for stand.

9 WSP audit of core paths No update received yet, but process can take a
while. Preliminary indications are that some core paths are not being used,
which in CY’s view casts doubt on the designation of these particular routes.
ALOAF will see WSP Report and may have a presentation from WSP.

ALL/BF
(If req’d)
BF

BF

ALL

Planning for activities, events, training, information

Turriff Show (4-5 August 2024) As AK has had limited response to call for
volunteers for the ALOAF stand, she will email all to seek participation.
Current staffing:

Sat 3 — CY transporting everything, + setting up — needs help with set-up.
Sun 41— need volunteers.

Mon 5t -- CY all day, and take down; HW afternoon, + take down.

CY urged members to help at this event.

The ALOAF stand is in a good location this year, in the Food Court (although
earplugs are recommended due to proximity of loud music). CY to respond
with content for new banners in preparation. He will also ensure that “The
Sheep” has a makeover for the Show. With sheep worrying being a
continuing major concern for farmers, it was agreed that the Forum’s
message should focus on the issue of dogs and livestock. Appropriate
signage for fields is available from NFUS, NatureScot, and online

AK

ALL

cY
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[ at https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/doc/sign-templates ]. Signs
should only be in place when livestock are present. PD reported an example
of a sign that could be reversed when not needed. Some farms have posters
advising about access at lambing time. It was noted that provision of
responsible-access guidance for holiday-let visitors would also be useful.
GBS reported positive feedback from access users regarding “Bull in Field”
signs on his land.

Training etc. -- LAF issues It was agreed that in view of the National Access
Forum’s alleged low opinion of the performance of LAFs, CY should contact
NatureScot to seek additional support and training.

cY

SITE
VISIT

The Meeting temporarily adjourned to conduct site visit. ltems of interest
included invasive plant (pirri-pirri burr); litter; signage for golf course
construction; dune erosion and sand blow; equestrian access to beach; need
for coordinated signage; lack of resources to fully implement agreed
management plan.

Update on activities and events attended by members since previous

meeting

[addendum: KG submitted an email to Forum members in lieu of

attendance bringing ALOAF’s attention to issues at Daviot, where conflicts

between different user groups have been reported, and concern by the

Daviot Community Trust (DCT) regarding damage to paths by horses,

dunging and potential dangers of groups of horses riding on the narrow

paths. Paths were constructed on DCT owned land and are maintained by

volunteers. Concern was raised about the local livery using the paths on the

estate for apparently for commercial purposes — this context was the basis of

the discussion introduced below by RR]

1) Access users

¢ RR: Responding to the information about Daviot, BHS is aware of

complaints arising since 2020 include lack of passing space, horse
poo on paths, lack of overhead clearance for riders, and damage to
new path surfacing, which was not designed for equestrian use. BHS
Scotland Access Officer is now involved. She is in contact with
ALOAF via CY, and will be contacting equestrian. It was agreed that
ALOAF could be called upon by BHS if progress cannot otherwise be
made, but the Forum would need to involve the community as well.
Daviot Paths Group is also in need of advice [regarding potentially
engaging with equestrian users], so CY will email KG accordingly.
Although the pathworks were the subject of community consultation it
appears that the equestrian users did not participate. There has been
a call to ban equestrian use, but the meeting noted that some use
locally pre-existed pathworks. The paths network has experienced
increased use, thereby exacerbating any problems. In terms of
SOAC, a relevant principle is consideration for other users.
Meanwhile, damage to paths, e.g. by repeated equestrian use, raises
the question of what might or might not be considered responsible
access. Equally, equestrians might see the pathworks as an
obstruction to their customary use. CY asked the meeting’s view on
whether there would be a role for ALOAF to be involved in bringing
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https://www.outdooraccess-scotland.scot/doc/sign-templates

the parties together. RR preferred to see how the BHS A/O gets on to
begin with, but RR can let her know that ALOAF is a potential
independent resource for mediation if desired — involving 2-3 Forum
members. This would be subject to the relevant parties agreeing to
mediation. In discussion, with regard to horse poo, it was noted that
where equestrian users are not part of an organised group it is difficult
to organise poo-picking. Regarding path damage, perhaps
equestrians could be encouraged to contribute to maintenance and
repair. Perhaps BHS has worked on similar issues elsewhere in
Scotland?

2) Community representatives

GS reported that Meldrum Paths Group is launching its Walking and
Cycling Map, and its e-bike hire scheme, on 29/4/24.

PD highlighted the need to have disabled parking where suitable
paths exist. NT reported that FLS has difficulty achieving formal all-
ability access standards, and as a public agency it is limited as to
sources of funding. FLS has however replaced deer fence stiles with
more user-friendly gates. In discussion it was noted that there is a
legal requirement under the Equalities Act to provide disabled parking
if a relevant facility is provided by public agencies or funded by public
money. This does not apply to privately-funded sites.

PD expressed a wish for paths along waterways. It was noted that
there is such a project in mind for the Ythan.

Citing the upgraded riverside path at Kemnay, PD urged that its
status as a core path should be promoted by signage, thereby
enhancing its profile. He felt that such a policy would help protect
paths from obstruction by developments. BF was unconvinced, and
cautioned that if a path is a core path there is an expectation that it
will be maintained. CY’s view was that core path designation is a first
step. The results of the WSP study should be helpful.

NT reported that there can be a difficulty when community groups
wish to create a path on FLS land. A route which might initially be
agreeable to FLS may be objected to by affected neighbouring
landowners, resulting in unacceptable proposed changes to the route
within FLS land. Also, ambitious longer-distance routes are prone to
generating less public benefit than paths in local woods, e.g.
improved local paths at Corsee Wood, Banchory, which have
generated a 5-fold increase in footfall. Also at Corsee Wood, an
800m. path costing £40,000 opens this month.

3) Land managers

An email from Gordon McKilligan had noted continuing concern about
sheep worrying by dogs, this being lambing time. This reinforced the
need for ALOAF to convey a clear message at the Turriff Show on the
issue of dogs and livestock (while recognising that not all dog-walkers
are irresponsible). SOAC states that dogs should be under close
control, but CY felt that this is open to interpretation, and it is better if
dogs are on a lead. BF suggested that Gordon McK be invited to
speak to this topic at a Forum meeting. In discussion it was agreed
that the 39 June meeting would be appropriate. It was suggested that
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the discussion might be recorded on video. PD asked that signage
should be included in the discussion.
4) Agencies

¢ Regarding storm-damage and paths, NT advised that, with regard to
public access, priority for clearance of fallen trees is given to formal
paths, thereafter to other paths. Cleared timber is left as deadwood.
Trees which are hung-up are referred to the Forest Management Plan
(FMP) for attention in due course.

Aberdeenshire Council update
Staffing
e FC’s contract has been extended to the end of September 2024.
e Peter Coldwell now has a permanent contract as Coastal Project
Officer.
e Former Formartine Ranger David Brown has retired. A replacement is
being sought.
e There will be no seasonal Access Rangers this year as there is no
NatureScot funding.
Response to Council Leader and CEOQ letter
CY felt that the Forum’s letter [Action point 91/5/1/BP4] was well-timed. It is
incumbent on ALOAF to show that it makes an impact. The Forum now has
no formal budget — any Council spending on ALOAF is discretionary and has
to be justified. BF reported that a complaint that the Council had failed to act
on an access issue within a month had been escalated to Chief Executive
and MSP level by the complainant.

10

Casework (CLOSED SESSION)

11

Provisional dates of 2024 meetings
3 June / 2" September / 4" November.




