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Welcome

This newsletter is produced to ensure that our customers can continue to receive an
up-to-date picture of progress on the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2029.

In July we issued a Call for Ideas providing an opportunity for communities, the
development industry and stakeholders to submit their suggestions for what should
be included in the next Local Development Plan as well as sites they’d wish to see
developed between 2029 and 2039. The consultations are progressing, with the Call
for Ideas open until 318t December 2025, and the Call for Sites closing on 315t
October 2025.

The Gate Check assessment for the Evidence Report has concluded. The outcome
of the Gate Check assessment is that the Reporter has deemed the Evidence Report
to contain insufficient information to enable us to prepare our Local Development
Plan.

Aberdeenshire Evidence Report 2025

Aberdeenshire Council’'s Evidence Report was submitted to Scottish Ministers on 27
June 2025. As of the 23 September 2025, the Reporter concluded their assessment
in the context of the provisions of the 1997 Act. In doing so, they have also taken
account of National Planning Framework 4 and associated Scottish Government
Local Development Planning Guidance (May 2023). The Reporter relied on the
submissions made by us and did not request any further information or process.

Unfortunately, although the Reporter did consider the evidence was generally
comprehensively captured and well-rehearsed, the Reporter’'s assessment is that the
Evidence Report as submitted by Aberdeenshire Council contained insufficient
information to enable us to prepare our local development plan. Consequently, the
Evidence Report has been returned to us. The Reporter has set out their
recommendations for improvement which can be viewed in their Recommendations
Report, however a summary of their reasons for return are set out below, based on
the following identified insufficiencies:

e Ambiguity about the established housing land supply and delivery
assumptions up to 2029 and beyond.

e Lack of any explanation around the assumption the established land supply
would all be delivered by 2029, which is stated to be the anticipated date of
adoption of the proposed local development plan.

e Lack of follow through from the evidence on Housing in the period to 2029
and then 2029-2039 to the Red, Amber, Green (RAG) analysis on
Infrastructure.


https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/Document.aspx?id=1119585
https://www.dpea.scotland.gov.uk/Document.aspx?id=1119585

e Lack of explanatory detail to enable an understanding of the key constraints
and changes that might occur in relation to the local and regional transport
network.

e Lack of any summary of the submitted school specific data on capacity to
support the RAG conclusions on Education and establish the implications for
the proposed plan.

e Similar conclusions as to the lack of specific detail to support the RAG
conclusions on Health or any next steps to address this evidence gap.

e Lack of sufficient explanation as to what, who and when of any next steps in
terms of infrastructure and housing delivery.

We are now working to address the Reporter’'s recommendations, engaging with
other Council services and external service providers where appropriate, to revise
the Evidence Report in line with the recommendations. We provisionally aim to
resubmit the Evidence Report to Scottish Ministers for a subsequent Gate Check by
the end of the year.

The Head of Planning and Economy has delegated authority from the Council to
amend the Evidence Report as a result of the Gate Check process. As such, the
Evidence Report will not be taken to Area Committees or Full Council prior to re-
submission.

The Reporter’s recommendations and the Evidence Report can be viewed on the
DPEA’s website at GATE-110-1 Reporter’'s recommendations and at the Evidence

Report.
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Call for Ideas 2025

Aberdeenshire Council launched its Call for Ideas on 16 July 2025 to help inform
preparation of the Proposed Local Development Plan.

The Call for Ideas forms two parts, the first being the Call for Sites whereby
prospective developers will be invited to submit deliverable development proposals
for the period 2029-2039, otherwise known as the ‘bids’ process. The second is the
Call for Ideas, which provides an opportunity to for communities, stakeholders, and
partners share their ideas. Views and suggestions will be used to inform the
Proposed Plan.

The Call for Sites will close on 31 October 2025, with the broader Call for Ideas
closing on 31 December 2025.

Examples of what you may wish to suggest through the Call for Ideas:

1. What aspects of the current LDP 2023 should remain unchanged, and
what areas might benefit from revision?

You can explore the Plan either through the interactive map-based format or
by reviewing the relevant appendix. We welcome all feedback, whether you
are expressing support for existing elements or proposing changes to improve
the plan.

2. Updates to your Settlement Statement within the current LDP 2023:
a. Changing the Vision so it better reflects community aspirations.

b. Looking after the places that make your community special
This includes parks, play areas, walking paths, and other spaces that
give your area its unique feel. Some of these are already listed in the
current LDP, but you can show your support for them, or suggest new
ones you think should be protected.

c. Thinking about land for local community needs
This could include things like schools, healthcare or care services,
cemeteries, or allotments. If you have ideas about where these could
go, feel free to point them out on the map.

d. Suggesting changes to existing land designations
This could include things like the green belt, Special Landscape Areas,
or town centre boundaries. If you think any of these should be
changed, you can let us know and show us where on the map.

e. Saying where development should or should not happen, you can
show us on the map.


https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/27f01f5e60544ece88580ca32dc4beb5
https://aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/ldp-2023

f. Identifying areas where additional shops, community facilities, or safe
routes for walking, cycling, and wheeling are needed, and sharing local
insights on flooding.

3. Policy matters Scotland’s National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) already
sets out national planning policies. The Local Development Plan does not
repeat these, but can add local detail by:

a. Expanding on NPF4 policies where needed, click on the line above if
you would like to view the policy.

b. Creating place-based policies, such as:

i. Setting out what future development should look like in certain
locations.

ii. Detailing what developers should contribute locally.

iii. Designing policies that reflect local character, style, and
materials.

iv. Allowing local variations where necessary — for example, in rural
development or renewable energy policies. While we value and
acknowledge the time communities invest in responding to
windfarm applications, it's important to be aware that these
developments are aligned with national targets set by the
Scottish Government, which may limit the influence of local
representation.

Further details, including the Call for Ideas and Call for Sites survey forms can be
found on the LDP Engagement Hub.

We have also produced a short video which provides an overview of the Call for
Ideas process.

It is important to highlight that communities who have registered their Local Place
Plan (LPPs) with Aberdeenshire Council, do not need to submit this as part of the
Call for Ideas, and that aspirations, projects and proposals contained within LPPs will
automatically be considered in preparing the Proposed Local Development Plan.

Officers have been seeking to engage widely with communities, stakeholders and
the development industry to raise awareness and offer assistance where required.

We understand that not everyone has equal access to the internet and may not be
able to fill in the Call for Ideas survey online. As such, the Policy Team are happy to
assist in filling out the survey — whether support is required over the phone or in
person. Please get in touch with the Policy Team at 01467 534333, or email
ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk to arrange any required assistance.

We can also provide physical copies of the survey form if required. We are currently
looking to provide physical copies of the survey in dedicated Area Offices and


https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/call-for-ideas-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mu0te7FFaHs&list=PLO9F6fCTToNND8UE4tQ2kUfEA4lbCfMmL
mailto:ldp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Libraries. Here you will be able to collect a survey to fill in and send to Policy Team,
Planning and Economy, Aberdeenshire Council, Woodhill House, Westburn Road,
Aberdeen, AB16 5GB.
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Call for Sites — consultation closing end of October

As part of the wider Call for Ideas we have issued a Call for Sites as the next key
stage towards creating a Proposed Local Development Plan. This provides an
opportunity for landowners, developers, and other interested parties, including
communities, to suggest development sites to be considered for inclusion in the next
Local Development Plan.

You can access the Call for Sites survey here. Please note that the consultation
is nearing its end and will close on 315t October 2025.

Bid submissions should be made using the online survey. However, a downloadable
pdf version is available should this be required. Please note that submission via the
online survey is preferred.

Community Engagement

As part of the Call for Ideas stage, the Policy Team have attended a range of in-
person events across Aberdeenshire, including farmers’ markets in Stonehaven,
Macduff, Peterhead, and Huntly, to listen to early thoughts on how towns and
villages could evolve over the next LDP period. Whilst we recognise these events
provide only one window on people’s thoughts, the Call for Ideas forms the wider
consultation where ideas will be captured.

Whilst each community had distinct priorities, several key themes emerged:

Town Centres and Local Economy



https://arcg.is/GXX590
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/42878/widgets/129316/documents/91971
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/42878/widgets/129316/documents/91971

Residents consistently emphasised the importance of vibrant town centres with a
strong mix of shops, cafes, and spaces to meet. Many called for the reuse of vacant
or underused buildings for community, cultural, or business purposes. These ranged
from small offices and bookshops to youth cafes and pop-up spaces.

There was enthusiasm for regeneration over expansion, particularly in places like
Huntly, Macduff, and Peterhead, and a desire to support small independent traders
rather than large-scale retail. Some suggested practical ideas, such as a cinema or
drive-thru coffee shop in Inverurie, to add evening and social activity.

Transport and Accessibility

Transport was raised at nearly every event. Many residents described limited,
infrequent, or expensive public transport, with some rural settlements having no
regular bus service at all. People noted that this particularly affects young people,
older residents, and those who no longer drive.

Suggestions included safer pedestrian crossings, continuous cycle paths through
towns, and improved public transport links between rural areas and service centres.

Flood-prone routes and winter reliability were also concerns, particularly in Banchory
and the west.

Community Life and Spaces

Across settlements, residents expressed pride in their community spirit and local
clubs but wanted more activities and meeting places for children and teenagers.
Comments ranged from calls for better play equipment and tidy, well-looked-after
parks to ideas for youth cafes and evening events. There was strong support for
protecting and maintaining existing community hubs and green spaces, such as The
Hairst in Huntly.

Development and Infrastructure

Residents stressed the need for better maintenance of roads and public spaces
before additional development is approved. Others raised questions about battery
storage, Al data centres, and renewable energy developments, calling for clearer
information and tangible community benefits when such projects are proposed.

Flooding, transport, and service capacity were common concerns when discussing
new housing allocations.

Next Steps

All feedback gathered through these engagements will be reviewed alongside the
formal Call for Ideas submissions received. Comments will help inform the next
stage of the LDP, ensuring that future policies and proposals reflect local needs and
priorities.



Officers have also attended various Community Council Forums/ Meetings.
Community Councils and Community Groups are encouraged to contact the Policy
Team should they wish to discuss the Call for Ideas or arrange for officers to attend
their meetings. Posters and materials can also be made available to community
groups for posting on community notice boards. Please contact the Policy Team to
arrange for these to be issued.

Subscriptions
If you were directed to this newsletter by e-mail, then you have already signed up

to the mailing list. Alternatively, if you wish to unsubscribe you can advise us by
email adding the subject heading “unsubscribe” to [dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

We would welcome new users to subscribe by emailing with the subject heading
“subscribe” to [dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. We will then confirm this to you and
enclose a copy of the Privacy Notice we are legally obliged to provide to you. If you
are already on our mailing list, we would now like to update our mailing list to ensure
that we only send this newsletter to those people who would like to receive it.

If you have already subscribed this must be an active process. Each Spring we will
e-mail you to ask if you still wish to receive the newsletter and you are content that
we keep your e-mail address specifically for this purpose.

This mailing list will only be used for the purposes of sending out the newsletter and
no other function.

Contact information

X: @shireLDP and @Aberdeenshire

e-mail: Idp@aberdeenshire.qov.uk

Facebook: Aberdeenshire Council

Phone: 01467 534333

YouTube: Aberdeenshire Council, Aberdeenshire LDP Playlist

-End-
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