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1. Executive Summary

1.1 The following provides a brief overview of why we assess play spaces, the
methodology used and the main findings from the Aberdeenshire Play
Sufficiency Assessment 2024.

Why prepare a Play Sufficiency Assessment?

1.2 All Planning Authorities across Scotland are required by law to produce a Play
Sufficiency Assessment. The main purposes of this study are to provide part of
the evidence base for the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (i.e. the
Evidence Report) and to inform the next Open Space Strategy due in 2026.

1.3 Planning Authorities must assess the sufficiency of play opportunities for
children and young people in their area to establish if the needs and demands
of the community are being met.

What is a play sufficiency assessment?

1.4 The Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment uses information collected
from the Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit 2024 and the local community to
identify if there are sufficient opportunities for play in the region. The
Assessment excludes settlements in the Cairngorms National Park, as they will
undertake their own study as part of their local development plan process.

1.5 The Play Sufficiency Assessment includes 90 Settlement Summaries that
show how many play spaces there are in each settlement as charts and maps,
and provides commentary on their overall quantity, quality, and accessibility
as a series of statements. Settlements were compared against the
Aberdeenshire average to calculate if there is a shortage of provision.

1.6 The Settlement Summaries can be viewed at Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries in PowerBlI.

1.7 Play spaces can also be viewed in an interactive map, which shows:

e The location of formal and informal play space types.

e The overall score of each play space, which shows whether a site scored
very good, good, fairly, or poorly.

e Where homes are within 5-minute walking distance of play spaces (200m
buffer).

Methodology

1.8 The Play Sufficiency Assessment divides play spaces into two categories:

1. Formal play spaces are specifically designed for play, which are:
o Play areas (e.g. grounds)
o Playing field, such as a football pitch with goal posts (65 playing fields
are within a within public parks, but their primary use is a playing field).


https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://gis.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/maps/Map.aspx?MapName=LDP_Planning_Policy

1.8

1.9

o School grounds (includes playing fields and playgrounds within the
school).
o Sports areas (e.g. tennis/basketball courts, skateboard parks, bike
trails, cricket grounds, artificial sports pitches)
2. Informal play spaces are not designed for play, but attract children and
young people to play and meet up in them. These are:
o Amenity areas, structured amenity green space around homes and
businesses, as part of a development.
o Natural areas, such as beaches and woodland.
o Public Park or garden including recreation grounds and formal parks. 11
parks include one or more playing fields that are not included in the
playing field totals.

Sites were not included in the Assessment where the Open Space Audit 2024
identified them as not being designed for play. These were allotments, caravan
and camping grounds, cemeteries, institutional grounds, and certain sports
areas (e.g. golf courses, and sites with restricted access, such as bowling
greens and tennis courts).

To undertake the Play Sufficiency Assessment, the following documents were

used:

e Scottish Government Planning Guidance: Play Sufficiency Assessment

e Play Sufficiency Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2023

e Consultation on Open Space Strategies and Play Sufficiency Assessments
Regulations (2021)

1.10 The Play Sufficiency Assessment considered the following:

e The quantity of play spaces, using national best practice guidance and
provide information on the overall amount, type, and provision of open
space per 1000 people/residents of that settlement.

e The accessibility of each type of play space by considering their location,
any barriers getting to it, inclusiveness, seating, and if they are within a 5-
minute walk from homes using the 200-metre national indicator on Access
to Green and Blue Space | National Performance Framework.

e The quality of each type of play space (e.g. condition and planting).

1.20 A site survey (proforma) was carried out across 90 settlements between

1.21

June 2022 and May 2023 in dry weather (excluding December to February).
The survey was broken down into four categories on play opportunities,
accessibility, function/fit for use, and condition. The survey is provided in
Appendix 2.

To measure if a settlement has sufficient play space, the Assessment
measured the total area of each type of open space per 1000 people
(population of that settlement) and compared this against the Aberdeenshire
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2023/12/scottish-government-planning-guidance-play-sufficiency-assessment/documents/scottish-government-planning-guidance-play-sufficiency-assessment/scottish-government-planning-guidance-play-sufficiency-assessment/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-government-planning-guidance-play-sufficiency-assessment.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-paper/2021/12/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/documents/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/govscot%3Adocument/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/consultation-paper/2021/12/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/documents/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations/govscot%3Adocument/consultation-open-space-strategies-play-sufficiency-assessments-regulations.pdf
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/national-outcomes/explore-national-outcomes/communities/about-communities-national-indicators/access-green-blue-space#:%7E:text=The%20indicator%20is%20the%20percentage%20of%20those%20who,number%20responding%20to%20the%20question%20throughout%20the%20year.
https://nationalperformance.gov.scot/national-outcomes/explore-national-outcomes/communities/about-communities-national-indicators/access-green-blue-space#:%7E:text=The%20indicator%20is%20the%20percentage%20of%20those%20who,number%20responding%20to%20the%20question%20throughout%20the%20year.

average (i.e. total area of open space and population across the 90
settlements).

1.22 Two online surveys were undertaken between March and July of 2024 to
engage with children, parents / carers, and older people, community councils,
key stakeholders, and the public.

Key findings

1.23 The Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit 2024 identified 1,787 outdoor play
spaces in the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan area across 90
settlements, measuring a approximately 3,472.2 hectares. It excludes
Ballater and Braemar in the Cairngorms National Park. Appendix 1 provides a
full list of settlements that were audited.

Quantity of play spaces

1.24 Table 1 provides a breakdown of the number of settlements and play spaces
(by primary use) that were audited across the six administrative areas.
Playing fields within school grounds or public parks have not been counted as
they are considered a secondary use.

Table 1: Number of settlements and play spaces, and total area of play spaces audited

in Aberdeenshire

Aberdeenshire Total number
administrative Banffand | Buchan | Formartine | Garioch | Kincardine | Marr
areas: Buchan and Mearns
Number of 15 16 17 13 19 10
settlements:
Formal play
spaces (Primary
Use)
Play areas 45 64 62 69 90 46
Playing fields* 20 24 24 24 21 16
School grounds* 22 24 28 20 22 16
Sports Areas 11 16 18 15 24 20
Informal play
spaces (Primary
Use)
Amenity areas 67 118 151 113 118 62
Natural areas 38 51 85 28 74 59
Public Park or 10 9 16 6 32 10

arden*

*Playing fields within a public park (or vice versa) or school ground, are considered a
secondary use and have not been counted

1.25 Within the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan area, 752 formal play
spaces measuring approx. 480 hectares, and 1,035 informal play spaces,
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measuring approx. 2992.2 hectares were identified from the Open Space
Audit 2024.

1.26 Figure 1 below provides a breakdown of the total number and area of each
type of play space by their primary use. Figure 2 provides a comparison of
play space sufficiency in larger settlements against Aberdeenshire.

83 Public 376 Play i
50ha Play Areas (1% 209ha Playin
Parks or Areas Y () Fields (6)0//0)g

(21%) 317ha
157ha School

Public Park
or Gardens Grounds (5%)

(9%)

Natural
Areas
(19%)

128
Playing
Fields (7%)

54ha Sports
Areas (2%)

/132 School
Grounds
Amenity (7%)
Areas \_ 104 Sports
(35%) Areas (6%)

629

Natural

Areas (62%) Areas (15%)

Figure 1: Breakdown of the number and scale (hectares) of play spaces by primary use in
Aberdeenshire
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Aberdeenshire
Inverurie
Huntly
Fraserburgh
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Oldmeldrum
Portlethen
Westhill
Kemnay

Figure 2: Total area of play space (ha) per 1000 population in larger Aberdeenshire
settlements

1.27 In terms of sufficiency of provision, only a third of the larger settlements
have more play space than the Aberdeenshire average compared with half for
all 90 settlements (see Figure 2). This can be attributed to a lack of
accessible natural areas (e.g. coastline), smaller school grounds, and/or
insufficient provision of amenity and sports areas. Only playing fields are the
most provided for, with around 60% of settlements being higher than the
Aberdeenshire average, but only 10% of settlements exceed the
Aberdeenshire average for sports areas.
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1.28

1.29

1.30

131

Informal play spaces make up most of the play spaces in Aberdeenshire,
and natural areas account for almost two-thirds of all play spaces in terms of
scale (see Figure 1 above).

Amenity areas account for most sites in Aberdeenshire. They provide an
important local space for play, recreation and sport, especially as they are the
most common type of open space provided in new developments. Their
scale, location, links with other types of play spaces, and provision of seating
makes them very valuable. They account for most of the open spaces in
Aberdeenshire with 629 sites (35%), but only account for 15% of the total area
of open space (the second highest). Around 12 of the smaller settlements
were recorded having no amenity areas suitable for play due to their
historically compact layout and limited new development.

Natural sites account for only a fifth of all play spaces in Aberdeenshire, but
contributes almost 50% in terms of overall provision. This is mostly due
Aberdeenshire’s coastline and pockets of managed woodland next to
settlements and along the River Dee valley. Less than half of the settlements
surpass the Aberdeenshire average, and only a third of the larger ones do so
(Aboyne, Laurencekirk, Alford, Banff and Macduff). However, wooded amenity
areas and public parks provide opportunities for natural habitats, as well as
creating spaces for play and recreation. New developments could help
establish or connect with existing natural areas.

Play areas comprise of 21% of all play spaces in Aberdeenshire, which is the
second highest in Aberdeenshire, but Figure 1 shows it only accounts for only
1% of overall provision. There are 376 recorded play areas. Their scale varies
in size and often focus on pre-teens or the very young children (see Figure 3).
Overall, over half the settlements exceed the Aberdeenshire average, but
some larger settlements (Fraserburgh, Stonehaven, Kintore, Laurencekirk,
Inverurie, Peterhead and Aboyne) fall below the Aberdeenshire average.
Settlements that are slightly below the Aberdeenshire average are Banff,
Kemnay, Insch, Westhill and Macduff.

51 sites
6%
_ (6%) 324 sites
i o
0
345 sites
(41%)

m(0-4 years m5-11 years m12-15 years = 16-17 years



1.32

1.33
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Figure 3: Estimated age of users of 376 play areas (source Open Space Audit 2024)

Playing fields make a small but important contribution to play space, with
more than 60% exceeding the Aberdeenshire average, the most out of all the
formal play spaces. However, most of the larger settlements have less than
the Aberdeenshire average, including Peterhead, Banchory, Stonehaven,
Ellon, and Westhill. Nonetheless, assessing the future demand needs to be
measured against sportscotland’s data and the Council’s Pitch Strategy, which
are considered in the sections below.

Public parks and gardens by their nature are the least common form of play
space, but in terms of scale of provision rank as the third highest, largely due
to many settlements having a ‘central’ recreation ground and woodland parks.
However, most larger settlements fall below the Aberdeenshire average,
which could continue, potentially impacting health and wellbeing. This could
affect the larger settlements of Portlethen, Banff, Banchory, and Westhill.

Sports areas are the second least common type of open space in
Aberdeenshire. They are often located within recreation grounds or adjacent
to playing fields, making them less accessible as a settlement grows. Only
10% of settlements have more than the Aberdeenshire average, including
Banchory, Fraserburgh and Ellon. Huntly is just below the Aberdeenshire
average.

Figure 4 and Figure 5 below show the likely age ranges of play spaces,
though there might be discrepancies for teenagers due to different officers
appraising each settlement at specific times. The presence of play equipment
and youth survey results indicate likely users, but where teenagers meet up
can vary and is harder to quantify.
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Figure 4: Estimated age group of potential users of play areas by administrative area
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1.36
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Figure 5: Breakdown of estimated age ranges of formal and informal play spaces

This information can be used to identify if there is sufficient provision of play
spaces for all age groups. It considers the play value of equipment, which is
based on how interesting or attractive play equipment is to different age
groups and what activity it provides. Informal play spaces and formal sports
areas are mostly suitable for older children, and formal play spaces often lack
facilities that would be attractive for older teenagers (e.g. no shelters or
equipment or feel of isolation).

Accessibility of play spaces

1.37 On accessibility, the Play Sufficiency Assessment identified the following:

Most residential areas are within a 5-minute walk or 200-metre straight line
distance of a play space site, the exception including small central areas of
Stonehaven, and parts of Peterhead and Fraserburgh town centres. Most
areas are within 200m of a formal or informal area of play space.

Only 5% of sites were recorded as having play equipment for disabled
people.

Only 10% of sites have dedicated bicycle parking, which are mostly found in
school grounds.

Larger settlements have toilets in or near their main recreation ground, but
potential deficits have been identified in Alford, Ellon, Inverurie, Mintlaw, and
Peterhead, as well as in smaller settlements, where their public toilets have
closed. An Interim Public Convenience Strategy 2023 was agreed by the
Council, but the full review of the Strategy will need to be in accordance with
national guidance on local living, place principle and 20-minute
neighbourhoods.

Only half the sites were recorded as having fair or good wheeling access for
wheelchairs and prams, which were mostly in school grounds, parks, and
sports areas. Natural areas have the lowest wheeling access followed by
amenity areas. Only 54% of play areas are considered to have good wheeling
access.
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Only 60% of play spaces are considered to have adequate seating for their
intended use, with formal play spaces only being slightly higher than informal
spaces. Just under half of play areas and playing fields were observed to
have insufficient seating.

Most amenity areas, parks and sports areas lack facilities that would be
attractive for older teenagers (e.g. no shelters, feel of isolation).

Around 80% of sites appear to have a fair or good welcoming entrance (e.g.
no broken gate, any signage, or accessible).

In terms of how publicly accessible play space sites are, these can be

broken down into the following:

o 82% of sites audited have full public access (i.e. are free to use at any
time).

o 13% of sites have relative access — they are ‘open’ but are not freely
accessible as they require permission to use so, such as school grounds,
allotments, and play spaces operated by a pub.

o 5% of sites have restrictive access and require private membership to use
(e.g. private tennis courts or sports pitches, and nursery areas within
school grounds).

Quality of play spaces

1.38

1.39

Number of sites

On quality, a total of 812 sites (45%) scored good or very good for overall site
quality (see Figure 6), with playing fields, public parks, school grounds and
sports areas scoring well. However, 25% of play areas and 37% of sports areas
scored poorly overall, mainly due to aging or missing play equipment, or
damaged fencing. Up to a third of amenity areas scored poorly mostly due to
its use being unclear, poor biodiversity or the grass was unmanaged. Around a
third if natural areas scored poorly, often because it was unused, isolated, or
lacked adequate access.

Over half of play spaces have natural materials to play on, but these are mostly
informal play spaces, as play parks, sports areas and schools have mostly
formal play equipment with a single use and little natural vegetation to form
dens or to climb up.

250
200
150

100 I
: TN I
. [ [] -

Amenity Areas Natural areas  Play area Playing field  Public park School Sports Areas
grounds

Types of play spaces
m Very Good mGood mFair mPoor

Figure 6: Overall quality scores for play space sites by primary use
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1.40 Several recommendations are proposed in the Assessment, which focus on
improving provision, connectivity, accessibility, maintenance, disabled access
and play equipment, natural areas, and amenities. It also included safeguarding
existing play spaces and influencing decisions on non-council owned sites.

Engagement with children, communities, and key agencies

1.41 Two surveys were undertaken in 2024. The first, carried out between 11 March
and 3 May 2024, was with young people / school pupils on their views of play
opportunities. The second was with the public, community groups and key
agencies on play spaces in summer of 2024. These provided information on
missing sites, issues, and opportunities.

1.42 The youth engagement showed that young
people liked the following: e o
e proximity of spaces near their home; o
e feeling safe; and
e having access to different play
opportunities, shops, seating, and natural
areas.

1.43 However, their dislikes included the following:
e lack of activities for their age;
e outdated equipment;
e lack of seating/shelter areas;
e busy roads; :
e not feeling safe; Pupil Participation meeting, 2024
e untidiness from litter, vapes and dog foul; and
e insufficient lighting.

1.44 Other observations the surveys identified are as follows:
e lack of toilets;
e need for more spaces designed for older children and teenagers to use (e.g.
skateparks, bigger swings, basket swings, zip lines);
¢ limited spaces for natural play;
e there are too many houses and not enough open spaces; and
e poor maintenance of sports courts (e.g. missing nets).

10



2.2

2.3

2.4

3.2

3.3

Introduction

It is important that every child has access to
a range of play opportunities in their local
area that meets their different needs, and
that they can play outdoors freely, and
within reasonable walking, wheeling, or
cycling distance from their home.

Local play spaces are important for a child’s
physical and cognitive development, as well
as to uphold their right to play, and allow

them to connect with nature. Huntly

This is the first Play Sufficiency Assessment to be produced in Aberdeenshire,
and it will be used to inform the spatial strategy for the next Aberdeenshire
Local Development Plan on the needs of play spaces. It does not set out work
commitments for other services.

A total of 1787 sites measuring approximately 3,472.2 hectares were
surveyed from 90 settlements, which represents about 55% of the total
settlements in the Local Development Plan 2023. Data collected as part of
the Open Space Audit 2024 was used to inform the Play Sufficiency
Assessment.

Why prepare a Play Sufficiency Assessment?

Section 16D(1) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997
requires all Planning Authorities to assess the sufficiency of play opportunities
for children and young people in their area. Its purpose is to establish if the
needs and demands of the community are being met, to consider the views of
young people, and to identify where there are gaps in play provision.

The Play Sufficiency Assessment will support the Evidence Report, which will
inform the next Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan by identifying gaps in
play opportunities. New housing allocations could address these gaps, and
the Plan can also safeguard community and visitor play spaces like playing
fields, woodlands, and country parks.

National Planning Framework 4 (2023), which Local Development Plans must
conform with, also recognises the importance of providing play opportunities
for everyone. Its main policy on play, Policy 21 Play, recreation and sport,
seeks to achieve the following:

e To improve the provision of and access to natural and built environments
for play and recreation.

e To improve the physical and mental health through the provision of, and
access to, outdoor recreation, play and sport facilities.

e To support and facilitate spaces and opportunities for play, recreation, and
sport for everyone and reduce unequal access to them.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1997/8/section/16D

3.4  The Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 will also inform the
Aberdeenshire Open Space Strategy, which seeks to guide the planning,
management and enhancement of open spaces, which includes play spaces.

4. What is a Play Sufficiency Assessment?

4.1 A Play Sufficiency Assessment considers whether there are enough play
opportunities for children and young people under the age of 18 and engages
with members of the community to identify if local needs and demands are
being met.

4.2  The Town and Country Planning (Play Sufficiency Assessment) (Scotland)
Regqulations 2023 requires Play Sufficiency Assessment to provide placed
based information through a series of statements on the quality, quantity, and
accessibility of play spaces, both by settlement and in the totality of
Aberdeenshire. These are summarised in sections 6 to 16 of this report, as
well as in 90 separate Settlement Summaries.

4.3 The Settlement Summaries can be viewed at Aberdeenshire Play
Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries

4.4  Atotal of 90 settlements were assessed between June 2022 and May 2023.
Most of these settlements were surveyed in the 2008 Open Space Audit. A
list of all the settlements is available in Appendix 1. While data was collected
for Ballater and Braemar, they will be assessed separately by the Cairngorms
National Park Authority for their Open Space Strategy and Local Development
Plan.

4.5  Definitions of key terms is provided in Table 2. The Play Sufficiency
Assessment breaks up play opportunities into two types of outdoor play
spaces. The seven different types of open spaces that were audited are
based on the Planning Advice Note: PAN 65 Planning and Open Space. The
audit focuses on green open spaces rather than civic spaces, which often fall
below the assessment criteria (see section 5 below).

Table 2: Definitions of kei open space terms

National definitions

Play spaces Outdoor spaces which are accessible by the public and which offer
play opportunities for children.
Open space Is space within and on the edge of settlements comprising green

infrastructure or civic areas such as squares, marketplaces and
other paved or hard landscaped areas with a civic function.

Green space Space, other than agricultural land, which serves a recreational or
an amenity function for the public, or provides aesthetic value to the
public such as areas of— (a) grass, (b) trees, (c) other vegetation,

(d) water
Formal play Are play spaces which are specifically designed and maintained for
spaces the purposes of play.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/97/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/97/made
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/2008/06/planning-advice-note-pan-65-planning-open-space/documents/0060935-pdf/0060935-pdf/govscot%3Adocument/0060935.pdf

Informal play
spaces

Are play spaces that—
(a) are, or are within areas of open space, and
(b) are not specifically designed and maintained for the purposes
of play.

For the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment, formal play spaces have

been defined as the following:

Play areas Areas providing safe and accessible opportunities for children’s play,
usually linked to housing areas (e.g. play parks). These are
sometimes enclosed by fencing with a gate.

Playing field Large and generally flat areas of grassland used primarily for
designated sports (e.g. a football or rugby pitch with goal posts).

School Enclosed spaces that have places to sit and to play. Can include

grounds tarmac area with benches and play equipment and grass.

Sports areas

Large and generally flat areas of grassland or specially designed
surfaces, used primarily for designated sports. For example,
skateboard park, athletic track, cricket ground, outdoor gym, bike
trail, quoits ground, and enclosed football pitches, tennis courts, and
basketball courts.

For the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment, informal play spaces have

been defined as the following:

Amenity areas

Landscaped areas providing visual amenity or separating different
buildings or land uses for environmental, visual or safety reasons
and used for a variety of informal or social activities such as
sunbathing, picnics or kickabouts.

Natural areas

Areas of undeveloped or previously developed land with residual
natural habitats or which have been planted or colonised by
vegetation and wildlife, including woodland (greater than 1000
square metres) and wetland areas.

Public Park or
garden

Areas of land normally enclosed, designed, constructed, managed,
and maintained as a public park or garden. These may be owned or
managed by community groups.

4.6  To be considered in the Play Sufficiency Assessment, a play space must be
located outside and be freely accessible to the public. Therefore, the Play
Sufficiency Assessment did not include the following:

e Indoor courts and pitches within sports centres.

e Golf courses.

e Private sports areas that are privately run or you require a membership to
play on, such as football pitches, tennis courts and bowling greens.

e Private gardens and businesses.

e Fenced off and inaccessible woodland, sustainable urban drainage ponds,
or any other similar spaces.

¢ Very small amenity spaces, such as a grass verge next to a road.

¢ Natural areas not connected to the settlement by a safe active travel route.
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5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

Assessment methodology

The following sets out the process used, and how the assessments and
conclusions were reached.

Open space survey

A total of 1,787 outdoor play spaces were surveyed between June 2022 and
May 2023 (excluding December to February) across 90 settlements as part
of the Open Space Audit 2024. Braemar and Ballater in the Cairngorms
National Park were excluded, as they will produce their own assessment for
their local development plan area.

Sites were audited in dry weather, between Monday and Friday, and generally
between 10am to 5pm. While the time of day and year could affect the
scoring of a site, such as its frequency of use (e.g. children at school), its
condition, and the maintenance of a site (e.g. poor weather prior to the site, or
no grass cutting in winter), officers took this into consideration.

The Open Space Audit survey included questions on play and is provided in

Appendix 2. The survey considered the following:

e The site — including its type (use), function(s), size, condition, location,
level of use, greenspace, and maintenance.

e Play opportunities by age group and different abilities (this can measure
the play value of equipment in terms of how interesting or attractive it is to
young people and what the activity / use is) — including active or quite play
forOto4,5to 11, 12 to 15 and 16- to 17-year-olds.

e Problems affecting the site — including parking, access, play equipment,
and other barriers.

e Recommendations to resolve potential issues.

The survey audited the following open spaces that were within or next to a

settlement and considered the following as play spaces:

e All open space spaces listed in Table 2 that are over 2,000 square metres.

e Natural areas over 1,000 square metres.

e All play spaces whether they are maintained by Aberdeenshire Council or
other (e.g. a factor on behalf of a resident’s association).

e Publicly accessible school grounds, sports areas (e.g. tennis courts) and
natural areas.

While a standard set of questions was used in the Open Space Audit to
appraise each site, it must be noted that there may be inconsistences
between auditors’ conclusions on, for example the frequency of use, the age
of users, the extent of a beach or woodland, and the amount of information to
record.

Mapping

Site-specific information is provided in an interactive map as well as in the
Settlement Summaries (links are provided below). All formal play spaces
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5.8

5.9

5.10

5.11

5.12

5.13

5.14

5.15

5.16

5.17

were mapped irrespective of ownership, along with informal sites that could be
used by children under the age of 18 to play freely or meet up with each other.

This data is presented in three key maps, which show the following:

e The location of formal and informal play space types.

e The overall score of each play space, ranked from poor to very good.

e Buffer zones that show where play spaces are within 200 metres of a
home, which represents a 5-minute walk.

The play spaces were originally identified using the Ordnance Survey
Greenspace Map (ordnancesurvey.co.uk) for settlements with over 500
households and the Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit 2008 for the smaller
villages. These were then filtered to only include sites that are relevant to the
planning authority (e.g. excluding grass verges and small patched of amenity
grass).

A 200-metre-wide buffer zone was created around each play space to give a
generalised representation of a 5-minute walk, to represent an access
standard. This is derived from the National Performance Framework indicator
on access to green and blue space.

The interactive map can be viewed at Aberdeenshire Map Layers -
LDP_Planning Policy

Data analysis and Settlement Summaries

The Play Sufficiency Assessment Regulations 2023 requires a Play
Sufficiency Assessment to include place-based statements on the quantity,
quality, and accessibility of play spaces across Aberdeenshire as a whole,
and for each locality (i.e. settlement).

This information is presented in 90 Settlement Summaries that show how
many play spaces there are in each settlement as charts and maps, and
provides commentary on their overall quantity, quality, and accessibility as a
series of statements.

A Power Bl dashboard has been used to generate these Settlement
Summaries, which includes information on the population (as at 2022),
number of play spaces, age range of users, statements on quantity, quality,
and accessibility, and maps on play space types, overall quality scores and
buffers.

Each formal and informal play space identified in the Open Space Audit 2024
has a unigue code (e.g. OSAINVEWO0O01, which is for a site in Inverurie).
Information on each site is available as a digital map (see above) and in a
Settlement Summary.

These Settlement Summaries can be viewed at Aberdeenshire Play
Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

Each site was scored out of a maximum of 102 points under the headings of

play opportunities, accessibility, fit for use and (site) condition. The site

survey in Appendix 2 includes questions with a yes or no answer, as well as
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5.18

5.19

5.20

5.21

ranking from O to 3. When analysing the data, the ‘Yes and No’ answers were
rescored to 3 (yes) and 1 (no), but were reversed for the ‘Does the site require
seating’ question. This is illustrated in Table 3.

Table 3: Definition of site survey scores

Definition Score
Not applicable 0
Poor 1
Fair 2
Good 3
Yes* 3
No* 1

*Score for ‘if more seating is required’ is reversed.

It should be noted that for all play areas, where a site does not appear to be
well maintained or scores poorly for its condition, this only relates to how a
site looks (e.g. flaking paint) or that there is missing play or sports equipment.
It does not reflect that equipment may be unsafe (this generally applies to all
open spaces). All Aberdeenshire Council owned play areas are routinely
inspected.

Each site's overall score, which is displayed in the online map and
Settlement Summaries, is calculated using a quartile scoring system. This
method divides scores into four classifications: poor, fair, good, and very
good, based on 25% intervals (see Table 4). The highest score recorded was
98 and the lowest score was 29.

Table 4: Classifications of the overall score for each play space site

Ratin Score as a % | Site survey score
0 to 25% O0to 61
26% to 50% 62to 71
Good quality 51% to 75% 72t0 77
Very good quality 76% to 100% 78 to 102

Using quartile scoring rather than the mean average compares each site to
others in Aberdeenshire and allows for better handling of the many variables
involved. It reduces inconsistencies with surveyors’ interpretation of the site
(e.g. usage, frequency of use, site-specific attributes like beaches or
woodlands, or user demographics), enables comparative analysis, and
supports future monitoring and adjustments.

To provide an indicative assessment of whether a settlement may face a
shortfall in specific types of play space provision (i.e. whether sufficient open
space types are available), no national guidance currently exists on how to
calculate this. However, as the amount and type of open space in a
settlement often depend on factors such as its location (e.g. the population it
serves), scale, and usage, a two-step process was used to demonstrate this.
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5.23

5.24
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1. National best practice was used to calculate the total area of each type of
play space per 1,000 residents (i.e. dividing the total area of the play
space by the population of that settlement and multiplying this by 1,000).

2. A shortfall was identified when a settlement's play space provision fell
below the Aberdeenshire average, which is calculated based on the total
area of play space and population across all 90 settlements.

Information on the total area of play space types per 1,000 residents is shown
as a chart in each Settlement Summary (see Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summatries, page 3).

Other Aberdeenshire Council strategies considered

Live Life Aberdeenshire produced a Pitch and Outdoor Physical Activity
Space Strategy, which was adopted by Aberdeenshire Council on 13 January
2022. It seeks to improve the quality of pitch provision, increase capacity to
meet demand, greater community ownership of pitches and an improved and
future integrated booking system. It seeks to designate each ‘Pitch’ area as
either a:

e Competitive Sports Pitch — managed directly by Live Life Aberdeenshire.
These pitches would be maintained to a competition match standard.

e Community Sports Pitch — which would be pitches maintained to an
acceptable match standard - with the option for these to be directly
managed by local groups as an alternative to direct management by Live
Life Aberdeenshire.

e Public Spaces — which would be designed and maintained for informal
users and maintained by Aberdeenshire Council’'s Landscape Services.

Aberdeenshire Council's Landscape Services are working on a Play Park
Policy and Strategy, but its completion has been delayed due to Scottish
Government funding for play park improvements until 2026. The council has
been engaging with local communities through online surveys about play park
improvements. Nonetheless, the council’s most recent policy, Aberdeenshire
Council Play Policy 2018 — 2021, noted the following:

e Beaches, woods and play parks are favourite places to play.
e Children like to play outdoor games, building dens, ball games, zip wires
and cycling.

An Interim Public Convenience Strategy 2023 was agreed by Aberdeenshire
Council; the full review of the Strategy will consider the need, management,
and operation of public toilets, which will need to be delivered in accordance
with Scottish Government guidance on local living, place principle and 20-
minute neighbourhoods (National Planning Framework 4, Policy 15 Local
Living and 20-minute neighbourhoods). Accessible public conveniences are a
vital component of local living, particularly for those persons with protected
characteristics.
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6.6

Youth and Stakeholder Consultations

In preparing the Play Sufficiency Assessment internal consultation and
discussion within Aberdeenshire Council has taken place with colleagues in
Landscape and Education Services.

An online youth survey using Engagement HQ was also undertaken
between 11 March and 3 May 2024 with parents and carers, school pupils,
children, and young people (under 18-year-olds) as part of the Play
Sufficiency Assessment. A total of 496 responses were received. The
Engagement HQ survey can be accessed online at
http://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/Idp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-
sport.

A second online survey was undertaken between 31 May and 26 July 2024
to comment on the Open Space Audit, the Play Sufficiency Assessment.
A total of 42 responses were received. Comments were sought from the
following:

Young people

Community councils

Members of the public

Key agencies (Historic Environment Scotland, NatureScot, Sportscotland,
Scottish Environment Protection Agency, Scottish Water, Public Health
Scotland, and Regional Transport Partnership).

Figure 7 below illustrates the locations where young people report meeting up
or playing. The majority indicated that they gather or play in informal spaces,
such as grassy amenity areas and public parks. These were followed in
popularity by formal play parks, areas outside shops, and playing fields.

Based on the feedback from the surveys, Table 5 below provides a
generalisation on the views of young people and carers on what they find
positive (what they enjoy or value), neutral (minor concerns or suggested
improvements), or negative (issues or challenges they’ve experienced) about
their local play spaces.

A summary of the results of the online surveys, along with comments on
settlement specific geographical needs and characteristics are available in the
Participation Statement.
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Figure 7: Where young people say they meet up or play

Table 5: A summary of young people and carers perspectives of local play spaces

Positive

Neutral

Negative

Big spaces to
meet friends and
play sports.
Clean.

Woods, as they
are great for dens
and hide and
seek.

Are close to their
home / easy to
get to.

Shops are
nearby.

Seating.

Good spaces, but
limited play facilities.
Difficult to control
more than one child or
a ball where spaces
are not enclosed.
Poor maintenance.
Need for new play
equipment (e.g.
basket swings, bigger
swings, and zip lines).
Plant more trees in
grassy areas.

Make spaces look
brighter.

Not much to do — spaces are either
designed for young children or those with
specific interests (e.g. skateboarding)
Muddy.

Vapes and litter.

No shelter from rain and cold.

Boring.

Too many houses and not enough open
spaces.

Feel intimidated by older teenagers.
Wide and open (barren).

Tennis / basketball courts in poor
condition.

Limited spaces for natural play.

Lack of toilets.
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Key Findings — Aberdeenshire wide

The Play Sufficiency Assessment used the information collected from the
Open Space Audit 2024 to highlight the locations of existing play spaces. It
serves as a valuable tool for identifying potential shortfalls in the provision of
various types of play spaces and how new developments could address these
gaps

It is necessary to consider the quantity, quality, and accessibility of play
spaces across Aberdeenshire to demonstrate if there is a sufficient provision
of play opportunities that can meet the everyday play needs and demands of
children.

Quantity of play spaces in Aberdeenshire
To appraise the quantity of play spaces the following were considered:

e Number of and size of sites.

e Type of use.

e Location of play space sites.

e Frequency of use.

e Sufficient provision of open spaces by comparing settlements against the
Aberdeenshire average (based on the methodology discussed in
paragraphs 5.17 to 5.20)

The Aberdeenshire Open Space Audit 2024 identified 1,787 outdoor play
spaces in the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan area across 90
settlements, measuring a total of 3,472.2 hectares. It excludes Ballater and
Braemar in the Cairngorms National Park. Appendix 1 provides a full list of
settlements that were audited.

Table 6 below provides a breakdown of the number of settlements and play
spaces (by primary use) that were audited across the six administrative areas.
Playing fields within school grounds or public parks have not been counted as
they are considered a secondary use.

Over half the sites are estimated to be wholly or partially maintained by
Aberdeenshire Council (1001 out of 1786 sites). The remainder are privately
run (e.g. by a club) or are maintained by a factor on behalf of residents.

Within the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan area, 752 formal play
spaces measuring approx. 480 hectares, and 1,035 informal play spaces,
measuring approx. 2992.2 hectares were identified from the Open Space
Audit 2024.
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Table 6: Number of settlements and play spaces, and total area of play spaces audited
in Aberdeenshire

Aberdeenshire Total number

administrative areas: | Banffand | Buchan | Formartine | Garioch | Kincardine | Marr
Buchan and Mearns

Number of 15 16 17 13 19 10

settlements:

Formal play spaces
(Primary Use)

Play areas 45 64 62 69 90 46
Playing fields* 20 24 24 24 21 16
School grounds* 22 24 28 20 22 16
Sports Areas 11 16 18 15 24 20

Informal play spaces
(Primary Use)
Amenity areas 67 118 151 113 118 62

Natural areas 38 51 85 28 74 59
Public Park or garden*

*Playing fields within a public park (or vice versa) or school ground, are considered a
secondary use and have not been counted

8.6  Figure 8 provides a comparison of play space sufficiency in larger settlements
against the 90 settlements that were audited in Aberdeenshire.
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Figure 8: Total area of play space (ha) per 1000 population in larger Aberdeenshire
settlements

8.7 Interms of sufficiency of provision, overall, almost half the settlements
exceed the Aberdeenshire average, but only a fifth of the larger settlements
have more play space than the Aberdeenshire average (see Figure 8). This
can be attributed to a lack of accessible natural areas (e.g. coastline), smaller
school grounds, and/or insufficient provision of amenity and sports areas.
Only playing fields are the most provided for, with around 60% of settlements
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being higher than the Aberdeenshire average, but only 10% of settlements
exceed the Aberdeenshire average for sports areas.

8.8  Figure 9 and Figure 10 below provides a breakdown of the total number and
area of each type of play space that was audited by their primary use. It
shows a significant difference between the number and scale of play spaces.
This is discussed further below.

Amenity Areas
Natural Areas

Play Areas

Playing Fields

Public Parks or Garden

School Grounds

Sports Areas

o

100 200 300 400 500 600 700

Figure 9: Number of play spaces audited.
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Sports Areas

o
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Figure 10: Total area in hectares of each play space type audited.

8.9 Informal play spaces make up most of the play
spaces in Aberdeenshire, but the figures for
informal play spaces should only be considered as
indicative. This is because coastlines (e.g.
beaches and grassy cliffs) and woodlands cover
large areas and were only included in the audit if
they were in or next to a settlement and where the
auditor believed they were suitable for play. In
addition, the sites were identified in the Ordnance
Survey Greenspace MasterMap and preference
was to not split the mapped polygons unless
absolutely necessary (i.e. they were too big to
reasonably be considered as useable open space).

Drumoak
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8.14
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8.18

Most play spaces in Aberdeenshire are amenity grass areas (629 sites) as
they are a significant feature in housing estates.

This is followed by play areas (376 sites), which feature in most housing
estates and public parks and gardens. However, in terms of scale of
provision, they are the smallest in size at only 50 hectares. These numbers
include both private (i.e. maintained by a factor on behalf of a Residents
Association), and public play areas and amenity areas, which are owned and
maintained by Aberdeenshire Council.

Using the methodology discussed in paragraph 5.21 to indicatively show if
there is sufficient provision of play spaces, settlements that were observed
as having less than Aberdeenshire average for play areas are:

e Banff and Buchan — Fraserburgh, Macduff, Portsoy, Rosehearty,
Sandend, Sandhaven and Pittulie

e Buchan - Crimond, Fetterangus, Maud, New Deer, New Pitsligo,
Peterhead, Strichen, and Stuartfield

e Formartine — Blackdog, Methlick, and Oldmeldrum

e Garioch — Inverurie, Kingseat, Kintore, Newmachar, and Westhill

e Kincardine and Mearns — Drumlithie Edzell Woods, Fettercairn, Marykirk,
Marywell, and Stonehaven

e Marr — Aboyne, Ballater, Banchory, Kincardine O’Neil, Lumphanan, and
Rhynie

Playing fields form the second most common type of formal play space (128
sites), followed by school grounds (132 sites) then sports areas (104 sites).

As discussed above, playing fields were not counted separately if they are
within another use, such as school grounds or a public park, but they were
counted in the sufficiency totals in the Settlement Summaries, if they are
within a public park.

Most settlements have no or poor provision of sports areas (e.g. tennis /
basketball courts), but many have a large recreation ground with a play area
and playing field.

Nonetheless, it was observed that as a settlement grows, new developments
often lack large flat grassy spaces (e.g. a public park), which allow for ball
games and general play, and instead provide amenity grass with a small play
park. These open spaces are sometimes not connected with each other and
feel isolated from the new housing.

Therefore, there are potential opportunities to improve play space provision
and its use by:
e Better integration of green spaces within a development of any size.

e Making play spaces a key feature within a new proposal.

e Linking play spaces together (e.g. via a path or planting).
In terms of scale, natural areas provide most of the play spaces in
Aberdeenshire at 2,152 hectares. They are often concentrated in one area
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and are not equally distributed throughout a settlement. Generally, these are
coastlines, river corridors, natural woods and tree plantations.

Considering this, most inland settlements in Banff and Buchan, Buchan,
Formartine and Garioch have fewer natural areas. However, the main coastal
towns of Fraserburgh, Peterhead, Portlethen and Stonehaven have
surprisingly fewer natural areas on average, which have a dense urban core
with most green space on the periphery, and a developed coastline.

The general location of play spaces was also considered, and they were
categorised into one of four locations — residential area, edge of settlement,
employment area or outwith the settlement. Unsurprisingly, most play spaces
are in residential areas, but there is a high proportion of play spaces on the
edge settlements in Banff and Buchan and Marr, which are largely due to
residential amenity space and school grounds on the edge of settlements, and
accessible natural areas, namely woodland or beaches. Very few play areas
are in employment areas and outwith settlements. These were mostly
amenity grassy areas or natural areas such as woodlands or beaches next to
a settlement.

To record the level of use of a play space, auditors noted if the site was used
daily, regularly, rarely, as a walkway, or if the use is unclear. They considered
the use of the site, desire lines (routes people walk), worn patches of grass,
and their proximity from houses.

On average a third of the sites were recorded as being used daily, which were
mostly school grounds, playgrounds, and public parks. This is closely followed
by being regularly used, such as playing fields and woods.

However, for 351 sites (or a fifth of all sites), the level of use was unclear,
especially in Kincardine and Mearns, and Formartine. These sites included
playgrounds often designed for very young children or had limited play
equipment, tennis/ basketball courts, bike parks and woodland. This could be
down to the time of day / year auditors visited the site. For example:

e |t could be too early /
late in the season to
cut grass.

e Primary school pupils
often visit the nearest
play park after school
ends in the afternoon.

I
Fraserburgh - bike check stop
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9. Provision of play spaces by age

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

For each site, auditors assessed the likely age range that both formal and
informal play spaces were suitable for. These age ranges are categorized into
four groups:

O to 4 years
5to 11 years
12 to 15 years
16 to 17 years

The framework outlining this categorisation is detailed in Table A of Appendix
2. This framework also helps to evaluate the play value of the equipment
within a site. Play value is generally determined by:

e How engaging or appealing the play equipment is to different age groups.
e The types of activities the equipment provides (e.g., a zip line appeals to a
wider age range compared to a nodding duck).

Additionally, features like seating, lighting, and shelter tend to be more
attractive to older age groups.

Table 7 provides an indication on how many play spaces are designed or
used by different aged groups as a percentage. These figures (age range)
should be considered as indicative, as they are based on when the auditor
visited the site and their professional judgement on who uses the site.

Table 7: Suitability of play spaces by age across the six administrative areas of

Aberdeenshire

Administrative Area AgeOto4 |AgeS5toll | Agel2tol15| Age l6to 17
Banff and Buchan 27% 78% 63% 42%
Buchan 34% 84% 68% 46%
Formartine 44% 85% 82% 60%
Garioch 40% 87% 59% 38%
Kincardine and 31% 91% 45% 26%
Mearns

Marr 33% 87% 82% 66%
Aberdeenshire 36% 86% 66% 46%
average

9.5 Most play spaces are designed for children aged 5 to 11 years old, with Banff

9.6

9.7

and Buchan, Buchan and Formartine falling slightly below the average for this
age group (shown in blue). This decreases for the other age groups, with
around two thirds being appropriate for younger teenagers (12 to 15 years
old), and less than half for older teenagers (depending on the viewpoint of the
assessor), and around a third for the very young.

Provision for in Kincardine and Mearns appears lower for teenagers, as fewer
amenity and natural areas were deemed appropriate for them, most likely due
to a lack of seating / shelter, or their location.

Nonetheless, most play spaces cover more than one age group, which
improves its play value. Figure 11 below shows a more detailed breakdown

25




on how many sites are grouped by the different age ranges. For example, a
playing field would be suitable for those aged 5to 11, 12 to 15 and 16 to 17.

9.8 Sections 13 to 18 below offer an overview of the age ranges catered to by
play spaces across each administrative area. They also identify potential
shortfalls, specifically highlighting settlements where provision falls over 10%
below the Aberdeenshire average.
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Amenity  Natural Play Areas Playing Public Park  School Sports
Areas Areas Fields and Garden grounds Areas

m0-4yearsold m5-11yearsold m12-15yearsold 16-17 years old

Figure 11: Indicative age range of formal and informal play spaces

9.9 Figures 12 and 13 group the totals in Figure 11 into the four age categories to
show the likely age of users of formal and informal play spaces, as well as
play areas (e.g. play parks).

Age of users of formal and Age range if potential users of
informal play spaces Play Areas
Total number of sites I EG—_—_——— Total I
Age0to4 nG———
Age5tol] O-4years |GG
Age 1210 15 IuGc—— S-1lyears |G
Age 161017 ——— 12-15years |——
0 500 1000 1500 2000 | 16.17years [
mFormal mInformal 0 100 200 300 400

Figures 12 and 13: Age of young people likely to use formal and informal play spaces and
play areas (e.g. play parks)

1 This information is also presented in Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries
(under Quality, page 6)
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9.10 Overall, there is a reasonable mix of play provision for different age groups,
and based on the auditors the assessment of likely users, the following
conclusions are drawn:

e only 30% of play areas (e.g. play
parks) provide play or recreation
equipment or shelters for children
over 11 years old. Therefore, there
IS potential to improve provision of
play and recreation equipment for
teenagers and provide shelters.
Quite often smaller sites, and some

non-Council maintained sites cater for peterhead
the younger age range and/or have limited play equipment and lack
shelters.

e 86% of formal and informal play spaces are designed for children aged 5
to 11 years old, but overall, settlements in Banff and Buchan, Buchan and
Formartine fall just below the Aberdeenshire average.

e 66% of formal and informal play spaces are designed for younger
teenagers aged 12 to 15 years old. Provision for teenagers is lowest in
settlements in Kincardine and Mearns.

e Only 46% of formal and informal play spaces are designed for older
teenagers aged 16 to 17 years old. Provision for older teenagers appears
to be the lowest in settlements in Kincardine and Mearns.

¢ Only 36% of play spaces are designed for the very young children aged 0
to 4 years old. Only settlements in Formartine and Garioch appear to be
above the Aberdeenshire average for this age group.

e Only Buchan, Formartine and Marr are near or above the Aberdeenshire
average for all age groups.

e Banff and Buchan and Kincardine and Mearns appear to fall below the
Aberdeenshire average for most age groups.
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10.
10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

10.5

10.6

Accessibility of play spaces in Aberdeenshire

To appraise how accessible play spaces across Aberdeenshire are, it is
important to consider how play spaces are accessed (such as by foot, car,
bus), if they are within a 5-minute walk from homes, if there is dedicated
disabled parking and play equipment, bike stands, and seating, the path
quality, and how welcoming a site is to users.

Most homes are within 200
metres (a 5-minute walk) of
a play space, but several
larger towns have gaps in
provision, as their historic
cores are more densely
developed with little open
space. This affects homes
around Stonehaven train
station, and next to or within
parts of town centres in : S :
Alford, Banchory, Aberchirder
Fraserburgh, Huntly, Inverurie, Macduff, Oldmeldrum, Peterhead, and
Stonehaven. An exception is the late 1990’s housing development to the
south of Fraserburgh, which has no accessible play spaces.

Small gaps in provision were also identified on the periphery of several
settlements, including New Deer, west of Tarves, Kintore, north of Newtonhill,
south of Ballater, and north east of Westhill. However, they feature a
recreation ground near the centre or edge of the village, around 400 metres
away.

The Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation online maps show that parts of the
centre of Fraserburgh and most of Peterhead town centre are within the 20%
most deprived urban areas, and significant areas are more than 200m from
a play space. While they are less than 400 metres away from the coastline or
a public park or garden, just outside Fraserburgh town centre is Saltoun
Fountain Play Park to the south, and although there are currently no play
spaces in or near Peterhead’s town centre, a Victoria Park to the north west of
the town centre, could help to meet some of this unmet demand.

Only 4% of formal play spaces were recorded as having play equipment for
disabled people. These mostly were sensory play equipment or a round
swing. Only Aden Country Park in Mintlaw, Haughton Country Park in Alford
and Balmedie have a roundabout and / swing for wheelchair users. Carronhill
Special Needs School has play equipment for wheelchair users.

Larger settlements have toilets in or near their main recreation ground, but
potential deficits have been identified in Alford, Ellon, Inverurie, Mintlaw, and
Peterhead, as well as in smaller settlements, including those where their
public toilets have closed. This will be reviewed as part of a separate Public
Convenience Strategy by the Council. It will need to be in accordance with
emerging national guidance on local living, place principle and 20-minute
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neighbourhoods as accessible public conveniences are a vital component of
local living, particularly for those persons with protected characteristics.

10.7 Regional parks will have toilet facilities, which have been upgraded to include
changing facilities, namely at the county parks at Aden Country Park in
Mintlaw, Haughton in Alford and Balmedie Country Park.

10.8 Only half the sites were recorded as
having fair or good wheeling
access, which were mostly in
school grounds, public parks, and
sports areas. Figure 14 shows
which play spaces have fair or good
wheeling access for pushchairs and
wheelchairs. Sites that were
recorded as having poor wheeling
access was due to overgrown
paths, stepped access, narrow
paths, steep slopes, or no access.

&3

Tennis courts in Huntly with no step-free access

700

600

500

400

300

200 I

| in I

. - = B .
Amenity Natural ~ Play Areas  Playing Public Parks  School Sports

Areas Areas Fields Grounds Areas
m Total number of play spaces m Sites with fair and good wheeling access

Figure 14: Play spaces with fair or good wheeling access

10.9 Approximately 60% of play spaces are deemed to have sufficient seating for
their intended purpose. However, nearly one-third of play areas and playing
fields were found to lack adequate seating relative to the size of the space.

10.10 Around 80% of sites appear to have a fair or good welcoming entrance.
Where sites scored poorly, this was due to a broken fence or gate, worn grass
creating a muddy path at the entrance, litter, graffiti, or sense of isolation from
houses.
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11. Quality of play spaces in Aberdeenshire

11.1 To appraise the quality of a site, several key factors were taken into
consideration:
e Function of the site (active, such as physical activity or quieter pursuits,
such as walking, meeting up with people)
e Fitness for purpose
e Maintenance
e Appearance

11.2 The overall play sufficiency results for formal play spaces across
Aberdeenshire are presented in Table 8. It considers the accessibility, quality,
and other factors such as provision of planting. Figure 15 breaks down the
total scores of each type of play space.

Table 8: Aberdeenshire-wide play sufficiency results for formal play spaces

Aberdeenshire-wide score Score Number of | Percentage
breakdown rating sites of sites
0-61 150 20%
Fair (26-50%) 62-71 211 28%
Good (51-%) 72-77 192 25%
Very Good (67-100%) 78-102 200 27%
Total 753 100%
Sports Areas

School grounds
Public park
Playing field
Play area
Natural areas

Amenity Areas

o

50 100 150 200 250

Poor mFair mGood mVeryGood

Figure 15: Breakdown of play space scores

11.3 Overall, a higher proportion of amenity, natural, play, and sports areas
received poor ratings compared to those rated very good. Sports areas, in
particular, performed poorly in assessments of formal play spaces. Despite
this, 80% of formal play spaces were rated as fair, good, or very good in
quality, compared to 70% of informal play areas.

11.4 Only 28% of play areas (e.g. play parks) scored very good. These are mostly
a mix of destination play parks within larger public parks in towns or country
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parks, smaller village parks such as in Gourdon and Insch, and a few primary
school grounds. However, overall, 90% of play areas are in good condition.

11.5 Approximately 25% of play areas scored poorly. This is mainly due to aging
play equipment, the limited age range of play equipment, lack of play
equipment for children aged 5 to 11, poor biodiversity (lack of planting), lack of
seating, or poor access.

11.6 However, Aberdeenshire Council has e ™
been upgrading several play parks .
after it secured £3 million in 2021 from
the Scottish Government’s play park
renewal funding. The funds are to be
spent over 5 years and can be used to
improve play equipment, drainage, and
access.

11.7 Overall, there tends to be at least one
good park per settlement, maintained
by the Council, along with a range of i e
smaller parks, which vary in quality, Methlick
depending on the size of the
settlement. Over half of settlements contain a sports area (e.g. tennis court).

11.8 87% of sites are considered fit for purpose, meaning the use of the site
delivers for its intended users. Sites that are not often lack maintenance or
access and are in poor condition.

11.9 77% of play spaces are perceived to have a maintenance programme (e.g.
grass maintenance, path quality, or maintenance of play or sport equipment).
While it is mostly amenity or natural sites that have none or poor maintenance
programmes, a quarter are play areas that have overgrown grass or aging or
missing play equipment. Aberdeenshire Council is reducing its maintenance
at appropriate sites to enhance biodiversity. Therefore, while some sites
might ‘appear overgrown’, this is part of a planned management of sites,
where the edges of paths or mow paths are cut to ensure they look ‘kept’.
This also has the added benefit of reducing carbon emissions from reduced
machine cutting.

11.10 More than half of play spaces incorporate natural materials for play, primarily
found in informal play areas. In contrast, play parks, sports areas, and schools
predominantly feature formal play equipment designed for single-use
activities, with minimal natural vegetation available for building dens or
climbing.

11.11 Approximately 36% of sports areas scored poorly, mainly due to missing
equipment or damaged fencing, and there is a risk of these site deteriorating
further if they are not maintained.
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12.
12.1

Settlement wide key findings

Statements on the play sufficiency of each settlement is provided as separate

reports. They are based on the surveys carried out for the Open Space Audit.
Each settlement summary provides information on the following:

e The population and number of households (as at 2022).

e The total number, area, and age ranges of play spaces.

e Short statements on the quantity, accessibility, and quality of play spaces.
[}

Maps showing the location of each type of play space, their score (from

poor to very good) and a 200-metre-wide buffer that illustrates a five-

minute walk.

[

Play Sufficiency Assessment - Introduction

Welcome to Aberdeenshire Council's Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

Please select an Area (e.g. Buchan) or a Settlement (scroll down the list) to view further information on it. f no
Area or Settlement is selected, data will be shown for Aberdeenshire only. If another Area is selected, the
Settlements within that Area will be shown and allow for further selections. Only one Area or Settlement can be
selected at a time.

To refine your search, you can select the Name of the Play Spaces Site on the right (e.g. OSAABNOO1) or select
part of a graph/chart, or a text box, and it will fade out all other sites. To retum to all the Sites, select the
highlighted text or graph. Examples of these are provided on this page.

To view the different sections of this Settlement Summary, please use the arrows at the bottom of the screen.

Most pages will show the list of Settlements on the left, and the list of Site Names, Reference Numbers,
Problems, and Opportunities or Recommendations on the right. In between these, there will be a selection of

that Settlement.
Some charts have a score at the bottom. 0 = none or not appliable, 1 = poor, 2 = fair, and 3 = good.
The Settlement Summary is divided into the following four sections:

1) Owverview: This shows: (s) Whether a settlement has enough play space. (b) What current and future
requirements are (this will also be highlighted in the next Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan). (c) How many
formal and informal play spaces there are.

* A Settlement is deemed to have sufficient play space if its total area per 1,000 people/residents is not less
than the Aberdeenshire average. This is calculated by adding up the total area of each type of play space,
dividing it by the estimated population of that settlement in 2022, and multiplying this by 1000.

2) Quantity - This section shows: (a) How much play space there is in Aberdeenshire (this is illustrated as a pie
chart (see example below]). (b) Graphs showing general location of these play spaces (also shown in the example
below), level of usage. (c) Comments on the site itself, if there is fixed equipment to play on, any problems
identified and opportunities to improve it.

3) Accessibility - These are based on assumptions and observations made by the surveyors and includes
information on what the likely barriers are to using play spaces, if parking is available, if there is disabled play
equipment, whether it is within 200 metres of homes, if its wheelchair accessible, and the quality of paths.

4) Quality - This section is based on the surveyors’ assumptions and observations on the likely age range of
children using the play space, and its condition and usage.

Graphs, Maps, and a Text boxes that summarises the Quantity, Accessibility and Quality of play space provision in

Settlement Selection 0SA24 Play

Spacts 1787
~ [] Banff and Buchan Site Name Site ID
-
~ ] Buchan Play park at Main Street OSAABER002
. Grass gateway feature with trees ~ OSAABER003

v [] Formartine east of New Marnoch Parish
v [] Garioch Church at A97 and North Street

Woodland South of Aberchirder OSAABER004
~ [] Kincardine and Mearns

Problems
~ [ Marr =

access to toilets

Access to toilets (on site nearby), No disabled acccess,
no lighting, litter

Access to tailets (on site or near by) lack of planting,
poor biodiversity

Breakdown of Play Space Types

- @amentty Ares
@Play Area

ma @ Natural

T.2%

4%
@ 5chool Grounds
@ Playing Field

TS Spors Arez

21.0%

@ public Park or ..

Quality of Materials. Equipment and Furniture

500 P
=B I
0 1 2 3

Opening page of a Settlement Summary in

the Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024

12.2 To demonstrate the quantity of play

Play Space Area (Per 1000 Residents)

space across Aberdeenshire and in
each settlement fairly and
proportionately, the total area of
each play space type per 1,000
residents was used. This is set out
in a chart in each Settlement
Summary (see Figure 16).

12.3 A deficiency (shortfall in provision)
Is recorded in this report where a
play space type is less than the

Aberdeenshire average. This is

Amenity Areas - 24 686.58
Play Areas l 8419.61

Playing Fields 8321801
Public Park 8321801

Matural Areas
I 7,671.06

Echt

| 231874

I 10,744.45
. 19,235.23

School Grounds

I 729344

2,523.32

Sports Areas

Aberdeenshire

often noted as being “below the

How does the area of play spaces compare to Aberdeenshire? (m2)

Aberdeenshire average” or “less
than the Aberdeenshire average”.
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This approach has also been applied to age ranges, although a significant
shortfall is considered when provision falls more than 10% below the
Aberdeenshire average.

12.4 The location map indicates the primary use of each site, though certain
sites—such as public parks, playing fields, and schools—may also serve
secondary purposes (e.g., as playing fields or public parks). Public parks are
frequently labelled on maps as recreation grounds. To prevent double
counting, playing fields may already be included within school grounds or
public park classifications, which suggests there is likely an adequate supply
of playing fields. Additionally, some recreation grounds feature sports areas.
However, nearly one-fifth of public tennis and basketball court sites receive
poor maintenance ratings due to issues like missing nets, damaged fencing,
or debris on the playing surface.

12.5 Table 9 below provides a breakdown of the number of play spaces across the
six administrative areas in Aberdeenshire. Cairngorms National Park will
produce their own play sufficiency assessment covering the whole of the park
for their new local development plan.

Table 9: Number of settlements and formal and informal play spaces across the six
administrative areas of Aberdeenshire (excluding Cairngorms National Park)

Administrative Area Number of Number of Number of | Total area
settlements | formal play informal of play
assessed spaces play spaces | space (ha)
Banff and Buchan 15 96 117 598.4
Buchan 16 132 173 689.4
Formartine 17 133 251 523.1
Garioch 13 131 144 439.8
Kincardine and Mearns 19 165 216 603.4
Marr 10 95 134 618.2
Totals 90 752 1035 3472.2

12.6 The following sections provide an overview of the quantity, accessibility, and
quality of sites across the six administrative areas of Aberdeenshire.
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13.Banff and Buchan

Quantity

13.1 Across 15 settlements, a total of 213 play spaces were recorded in Banff and
Buchan, the lowest in Aberdeenshire. Table 10 breaks down the total number
of each type of space audited in Banff and Buchan.

Table 10: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Banff and

Buchan
Play space type Total Cumulative area

number (hectares)
Amenity areas 67 63.2
Natural areas 38 440.4
Play areas 45 6.9
Playing fields* 20 31.1
Public Park or garden* 10 16.3
School grounds* 22 31.3
Sports Areas 11 9.2
TOTAL 213 598.4

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted as a
secondary use

13.2 Table 11 below provides an overview of the quantity of open spaces recorded
in each settlement, categorised by their primary use. It also offers a
comparison of the total open space in each settlement against the
Aberdeenshire average. Open spaces exceeding the Aberdeenshire average
are highlighted in green, while those matching the average are marked in
yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white boxes.
Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

13.3 There is a high number of settlements with less amenity areas than the
Aberdeenshire average. Play on amenity areas is important as it allows for
imaginative play, ball games and to meet up with each other. However, the
layout of many historically planned settlements often do not have grass areas
for play or access. In these cases, a public park or recreation ground is often
provided for in a planned location, featuring a playing field and play park.

13.4 Settlements further inland tend to have fewer natural areas, but despite
Fraserburgh and Macduff being on the coast, its natural area falls below the
Aberdeenshire average. This is likely to the industrialisation of the coastline
for the harbour and lack of accessible woodland in this farmed coastal
landscape. Only Fraserburgh, Macduff, New Aberdour and New Byth have
lower levels of natural areas than the Aberdeenshire average.

13.5 Fraserburgh, Macduff, Portsoy, Rosehearty and Sandhaven and Pittullie have
potential shortfalls in play park provision. Each settlement has at least one
play area, but they are not all centrally located or sufficient for the scale of the
population.
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Table 11: Number of open spaces per settlement in Banff and Buchan by primary use

and total area ier 1000 ieoile ibased on 2022 ioiulation datai

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
grounds

Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Aberchirder 2 (0.55ha) | 4 (40ha) | 3 (0.37ha) 1 (0.8ha) 1 (1.6ha) 1 (1.7ha) 1 (0.1ha)
(19 sites)
Banff 5 (0.7ha) 4 (15ha) | 6 (0.23ha) 3 (1.2ha) 3 (0.8ha) 6**** (2ha) | 1 (0.04ha)
(39 sites)
Cairnbulg and 6 (2.3ha) 2 (30ha) | 3(0.25ha) 1 (1.4ha) 0 1 (0.27ha) 0
Inverallochy
(15 sites)
Cornhill O*** 2 (3%9%ha) | 1 (0.35ha) 1 (6.7ha) 0 (6.7ha*) 0 0
(4 sites) (1.5ha)
Fraserburgh 22 (2.4ha) | 3(7.2ha) 14 6 (0.8ha) 3 (0.8ha*) 6 (0.7ha) | 5 (0.35ha)
(72 sites) (0.14ha)
Gardenstown 3 (0.9ha) 2 (22ha) 2 (0.4ha) | 0 (0.66ha**) 0 2** (1ha) 0
(14 sites)
Ladysbridge 2 (2.6ha) | 2(10.8ha) | 1 (0.2ha) 1 (1.2ha) 0 0 0
(6 sites)
Macduff 8 (1.5ha) 2 (7.4ha) | 6 (0.18ha) 2 (0.3ha) 0 1 (0.6ha**) | 1 (0.18ha)
(41 sites)
New Aberdour 0 0 1 (0.34ha) 1 (5.2ha) 0 (5.2ha*) 0 0
(4 sites)
New Byth 3 (1.9ha) 2 (4.1ha) | 1(0.58ha) 1 (2.9ha) 0 0 0
(8 sites)
Portsoy 6 (3ha) 5(10.7ha) | 3(0.1ha) 1 (0.26ha) 2 (1.2ha*) 1(0.2ha) | 2(1.3ha)
(26 sites)
Rosehearty 4 (1.8ha) 2 (16ha) | 1(0.15ha) | 0 (1.7ha**) 0 1 (1.7ha) 0
(13 sites)
Sandend 1 (1.6ha) 1 (60ha) | 1 (0.18ha) 1 (0.86ha) 0 (0.86ha*) 0 0
(6 sites)
Sandhaven and | 1 (1.2ha) 1(16ha) | 1(0.05ha) | 0 (1.2ha**) 0 1 (1.2ha) 0
Pittulie
(4 sites)
Whitehills 4 (1.2ha) 6 (14ha) | 1(0.43ha) 1 (1ha) 1 (0.8ha) 1 (0.6ha) | 1 (0.04ha)
(16 sites)

* Total includes public parks within a playing field(s) as a secondary use or vice vera.
** Features a playing field that is recorded as being part of the school grounds.

*** A small woodland off Mid Street could be considered as an amenity area (as a secondary use)
in this instance given its proximity to houses and has paths and benches.
****Features a sports pitch and athletics track that is recorded as being part of the school grounds.

13.6 All settlements have playing fields, although Gardentown’s only playing field
is within school grounds. Two thirds have sufficient provision, but Fraserburgh
is below the Aberdeenshire average.
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13.7 Only half of settlements have a defined public park, with most having a
recreation ground that mainly features a playing field. Most settlements are
also below the Aberdeenshire average.

13.8 Except for Fraserburgh, most settlements have little or no sports areas
(these exclude golf course and private sports areas), although many feature a
central recreation ground with a play area and playing field. Only Banff and
Fraserburgh have a skateboard park.

13.9 All except the smallest of settlements have a school and most grounds are
near or above the Aberdeenshire average. While Portsoy is below the
Aberdeenshire access, it has direct access to a playing field within Loch Soy
recreation grounds.

13.10 In terms of age range of facilities,
overall Banff and Buchan is slightly
below the Aberdeenshire average. . »
Most play opportunities are for f RN~ S o
children aged 5to 11. The scores for [F& -
each settlement can be viewed under
the Quality section in the
Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement
Summaries (page 6). The following settlements were identified as having a
noticeable shortfall (i.e. more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire average) of
play opportunities for the following age groups:

Whitehills

e 0-4 years old: Aberchirder, Cornhill, Gardenstown, Ladysbridge, New Byth,
Portsoy, Whitehills:

e b5-11 years old: Fraserburgh, Sandend and Sandhaven and Pittulie

e 12-17 years old: Aberchirder, Gardenstown, Ladysbridge, New Byth:

e Cornhill, Portsoy, Whitehills: 16-17 years old

13.11 New Aberdour is an excellent example
of developing a play space that can
accommodate a range of ages. The
play park includes two clear shelters,
is next to a playing field, and is next to
a popular walking route.

g —

Accessibility New Aberdour

13.12 All sites are accessible on foot, but
less than a fifth of sites are recorded as having dedicated disabled parking
spaces, most of which are in Banff, followed by Macduff. Half the settlements
were recorded as having no dedicated disabled parking. Poor accessibility
affects just over a quarter of all sites, which is recorded as the main barrier to
play spaces for disabled people — only New Byth and New Aberdour were
recorded as having no access barriers.

36


https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9
https://app.powerbi.com/view?r=eyJrIjoiYjk0YzkzNjUtOTZlOS00NTY2LWI4ZjMtODBiNDc3NmJjNjZjIiwidCI6ImZlZDk5MzA2LTRkMmQtNDQwOS05NTlkLWQwZWRiNzMwNGEwYiJ9

13.13

13.14

13.15

13.16

13.17

13.18

13.19

13.20

However, encouragingly, 43% of sites support active travel, which is
influenced by the layout of the settlement and location of play spaces.

Only six, or 2.8% of sites feature disabled play equipment (the third highest
in Aberdeenshire), and around half of all formal and informal sites have poor
or no wheelchair access. While it is expected that playing fields do not have
path, providing the ground is hard it will not be an issue, but most natural
areas have poor or no formal paths to aid access and enjoyment.

Just over a third (37%) of all sites may require seating, as either none are
provided, or more are required for the size or use of the site. This affects
most settlements, especially in Fraserburgh, Cairnbulg and Inverallochy. Half
of these sites are amenity grounds, with the remainder being a handful of
other play spaces, including play parks and woods.

Properties in the harbour area of Fraserburgh town centre, between Charlotte
Street and the harbour, are more than 200 metres from open space. This
area is within the top 20% of the most deprived areas in the Scottish Index of
Multiple Deprivation. However, The Links recreation area is accessible as it's
less than 400 metres away along Saltoun Place to the south.

Quality

Very few formal play areas feature
natural materials to play on (trees, sand,
rock), and are mostly formal play
equipment with a single use. Over half
the sites (mostly play parks and amenity
grass) have little or no natural things to
play with or to play with in different ways.

Under 4% of sites score poorly for
antisocial behaviour, the second highest
in Aberdeenshire — due to graffiti and litter affecting 8 sites managed by
Aberdeenshire Council, including play parks and grassy areas in Banff and
Fraserburgh, and the pavilion at Duff House recreation grounds in Banff.

acduff

However, over 85% of sites have a
maintenance programme, and only 29%
score poorly for aesthetics (lack of
planting) either due to their use (e.g.
skatepark, sports courts), or are mostly
grass, such as amenity areas and playing S =
fields — this affects a small proportion of Banff
sites in most settlements, and mainly in

Banff, Cairnbulg and Inverallochy, Fraserburgh, Macduff, and Sandend.

Conclusion

Compared with other areas, there are potential shortfalls in amenity areas,
and to a lesser extent, in play areas, with around half the settlements having
deficiency of play opportunities for either O- to 4-year-olds or teenagers. Banff
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13.21

and Fraserburgh lack play provision for 5- to 11-year-olds. Very few play
spaces feature natural materials, which is common across Aberdeenshire,
and half of all the sites that lack seating are amenity areas.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

increasing the provision for play and green spaces (e.g. playing fields,
amenity spaces) for various age groups for all settlements;

wheelchair access and seating, especially in amenity areas and play parks
(most are managed by Aberdeenshire Council);

natural materials for play to amenity area and play areas (sand, rocks,
timber);

path access into natural areas (although ownership of many sites is
unknown); and

disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.
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141

Buchan

Quantity

A total of 305 play spaces were recorded in Buchan. Table 12 breaks down
the total number of each type of space audited in Buchan.

Table 12: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Buchan

Open space type Total Cumulative area
number (hectares)

Amenity areas 118 138.2
Natural areas 51 369.6

Play areas 64 7.4
Playing fields* 24 42.2
Public Park or garden* 9 106.4
School grounds* 24 20.9
Sports Areas 16 4.7
TOTAL 305 689.4

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted

14.2

143

14.4

145

as a secondary use

Table 13 below provides an overview of the quantity of open spaces recorded
in each settlement, categorised by their primary use. It also offers a
comparison of the total open space in each settlement against the
Aberdeenshire average. Open spaces exceeding the Aberdeenshire average
are highlighted in green, while those matching the average are marked in
yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white boxes.
Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

Like Banff and Buchan, there is a high number of settlements with less
amenity grounds than the Aberdeenshire average, which is likely due to the
compact and planned layout of the older settlements. Play on amenity areas
is important as it allows for imaginative play, ball games and to meet up with
each other. In these cases, a public park or recreation ground is provided for
in a planned location, though play areas in the 19th century planned
settlements have lower than average play areas.

The provision of natural areas is quite low in Buchan, especially including
Peterhead, which could be due to the lack of woods nearby and the
industrialisation of the coastline for the harbour and employment land.
Mintlaw is also quite low, but much of its natural areas is within Aden County
Park (a public park).

When compared against the Aberdeenshire average, Crimond, Fetterangus,
Maud, New Deer, New Pitsligo, Peterhead, Strichen and Stuartfield have
potential shortfalls in play park provision. Each settlement has at least one
play area, but for many, they are sufficient for the scale of the population.
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14.6 Since the early 2020s, Aberdeenshire Council has been upgrading its play
parks, and in Peterhead, a new play and sports area with a sensory garden,
pavilion and outdoor gym was completed at the new Victoria Park. This
alleviates some of the shortfall, especially near Peterhead’s town centre,
where there is a gap in provision.

Table 13: Number of open spaces per settlement in Buchan by primary use and total

area ier 1000 ieoile ibased on 2022 ioiulation datai

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
Area Area grounds Area
Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Boddam 9 (11.6ha) | 2 (16ha) | 5 (0.46ha) 1 (3.6ha) 0 (3.6ha*) 1 (0.04ha) 0
(23 sites)
Crimond 1(0.9ha) | 2(4.8ha) | 2(0.1ha) 0 (2ha**) 0 2 (2.2ha) 0
(16 sites)
Cruden Bay 10 (3.5ha) | 3 (66ha) | 3 (0.62ha) 1 (0.3ha) 0 (0.9ha) 1(0.5ha) | 2 (0.07ha)
(23 sites)
Fetterangus 0 1 (1ha) 1 (0.08ha) 2 (3.7ha) 0 (1.2ha*) 1(0.3ha) | 2 (0.16ha)
(14 sites)
Hatton 5 (2.4ha) 2 (9.4ha) | 4 (0.41ha) 1 (1ha) 0 (1ha*) 1(0.25ha) | 2 (0.2ha)
(18 sites)
Longside 1(0.3ha) | 4 (9.4ha) | 4 (0.27ha) 0** 0 1 (1.5ha)** 0
(23 sites)
Maud 3 (1.1ha) 5 (5ha) 3 (0.17ha) 2 (1.8ha) 2 (1.1ha) 1 (0.5ha) 0
(21 sites)
Mintlaw 10 (4ha) 8 (6.3ha) | 3(0.4ha) 1 (0.4ha) 3 (22ha) 3 (2.1ha) 0
(37 sites)
New Deer 1(0.35ha) | 3(0.7ha) 1 (0.1ha) 1 (1.7ha) 0 (1.7ha*) 1(0.3ha) | 1(0.17ha)
(11 sites)
New Pitsligo 4 (1.2ha) 3 (8ha) 2 (0.13ha) 1 (1.8ha) 1 (0.2ha) 1(0.3ha) | 1(0.05ha)
(18 sites)
Old Deer 0 1(3.3ha) | 1(0.38ha) 1 (2.3ha) 0 (2.3ha*) 0 0
(3 sites)
Peterhead 56 (3.8ha) 6 (4ha) 28 8 (1ha) 3 (1.2ha) 7 (0.26ha) | 7 (0.18ha)
(174 sites) (0.09ha)
St Combs 4 (3.1ha) | 2(33.8ha) | 2 (0.32ha) 1 (1.9ha) 0 (1.9ha*) 1 (0.1ha) 0
(14 sites)
St Fergus 5 (8.5ha) 1 (9ha) 3 (0.2ha) 1 (1.7ha) 0 1(0.7ha) | 1 (0.2ha)
(15 sites)
Strichen 3 (1.3ha) 5(22ha) 1 (0.12ha) 1 (1.5ha) 0 (1.5ha*) 1 (0.6ha) 0
(13 sites)
Stuartfield 4 (2.9ha) | 3(13.6ha) | 1 (0.07ha) 1 (1.2ha) 0 (1.2ha*) 1 (0.24ha) 0
(13 sites)

* Total includes public parks within a playing field(s) as a secondary use or vice vera.
**Has a playing field within the primary school.
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14.7 All settlements have playing fields, although Longside’s and Crimonds is
within the primary school. Two thirds have sufficient provision, but Peterhead
is just below the Aberdeenshire average.

14.8 Most public parks are playing fields within a recreation ground, and only a
few settlements have more than the Aberdeenshire average. Mintlaw was the
only settlement to have above average public park provision due to Aden
Country Park, which covers 126 hectares (the Aberdeenshire average is 13.4
hectares).

14.9 All settlements, except Old Deer,
have a school. Most schools fall
below the Aberdeenshire average,
as they lack direct connection to a
playing field, although such facilities
are typically located nearby.

14.10 More than half the settlements do
not appear to have a sports area
(e.g. basketball court), and none,
including Peterhead and Mintlaw
have more than the Aberdeenshire Y :
average. Most settlements have at ~ Boddam
least one recreation ground, but
provision for multi-play (tennis/basketball/football courts) could be improved
for several settlements. Only Hatton and Peterhead have a skateboard park,
and Peterhead has a bike pump track.

14.11 In terms of the age range of play equipment, Buchan scores very well, and
the play opportunities for most settlements cater for all age ranges. The
scores for each settlement can be viewed under the Quality section in the
Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries
(page 6). The following settlements were identified as having a noticeable
shortfall (i.e. more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire average) of play
opportunities for the following age groups:

e 0-4 years old: Cruden Bay, Mintlaw, New Pitligo, St Combs, Strichen and
Sturartfield

e 5-11 years old: St Combs and St Fergus

e 12-15 years old: Longside

e 16-17 years old: Longside, Old Deer and Strichen

Accessibility

14.12 All sites are accessible on foot, but around 11%% were recorded as having
dedicated disabled parking spaces, most of which are in Cruden Bay,
Longside, Mintlaw, New Deer, Peterhead, St Combs, St Fergus and Strichen.
However, encouragingly, 40% of sites support active travel.

14.13 Poor accessibility, bike park provision, road crossing and toilets act as a
barrier to accessing these play spaces. Just over half of the formal and
informal sites have no or poor wheelchair access, which includes quite a few
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14.14

14.15

14.16

14.17

14.18

14.19

14.20

play parks. While it is expected that playing fields do not have path, providing
the ground is hard it will not be an issue, but most natural areas have poor or
no formal paths to aid access and enjoyment.

Around 42% of all sites may require seating, as either none are provided, or
more are required for the size or use of the site, which affects most
settlements, especially in Boddam, Cruden Bay, Hatton, Mintlaw, New
Pitsligo, St Combs and Strichen where half the sites may require seating. Half
of these sites are amenity grounds, with the remainder being a handful of
other play spaces, including play parks, playing fields and woods.

Very few sites feature
disabled play equipment,
and only Aden Country Park
in Mintlaw features a
roundabout for wheelchair
users, and a few other parks
have spinners.

Properties in the harbour
area of the Peterhead town
centre along and adjacent to Broad Street and Marischal Street are not within
200 metres of open space, which are also within the more deprived parts of
the town (as identified in the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation). This is the
historic core of the town, which lacks public open space.

Quality

Around half of all sites feature natural materials to play on (trees, sand,
rock), which includes play parks, schools, and woodland, but there could be
scope to improve this if the size and use of the sites allows (namely amenity
areas and play areas).

Less than a fifth have poor natural surveillance. However, 4% of sites
received low scores due to antisocial behaviour, such as littering and
vandalism — the highest in Aberdeenshire. These sites were primarily amenity
or natural areas, either managed by Aberdeenshire Council or with
unidentified ownership.

Furthermore, only 65% are recorded -
as having a maintenance
programme, which is the lowest in
Aberdeenshire. These are mostly
amenity and natural areas, and
ownership of half the sites are
unknown. Issues include overgrown
amenity grass, unused, and broken
fence, or aging equipment.

. trhed
Just over a quarter of sites score

poorly for aesthetics (lack of planting) either due to their use (e.g. play park
and sports courts), or are mostly grass, such as amenity areas and playing
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14.21

14.22

fields — this affects a few sites in most settlements, namely in Boddam,
Crimond, Cruden Bay, Hatton, Maud, New Pitsligo, and Peterhead.

Conclusion

While Aden Country Park in Mintlaw features play equipment for wheelchair
users, it is only one of a few formal play spaces to have this in Aberdeenshire.
While most settlements will have a central recreation ground with a play area,
many lack formal sports areas. Peterhead town centre also lacks formal play
spaces, but a new play and sports area has been created at Victoria Park to
the north west of the town centre. Compared with other areas, there are
potential shortfalls amenity areas, and to a lesser extent, play areas, and half
of all the sites that lack seating are amenity areas.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

increasing the provision for play, sport and green spaces;

providing wheelchair access and seating, especially in amenity areas and
play parks (most are managed by Aberdeenshire Council, but some are
unknown);

increasing maintenance plans for formal play spaces and amenity spaces
— around half are privately maintained,;

adding natural materials to amenity and play areas for play — tree stumps,
sand, rocks;

improved toilet provision in settlements;

better path access into natural areas (although ownership of many sites is
unknown); and

more disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.
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15.

151

Formartine

Quantity

A total of 384 play spaces were recorded in Formartine, the most in
Aberdeenshire. Table 14 breaks down the total number of each type of space
audited in Formartine.

Table 14: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Formartine

Open space type Total Cumulative area
number (hectares)

Amenity areas 151 73.2
Natural areas 85 345.2

Play areas 62 10.4
Playing fields* 24 32.2
Public Park or garden* 16 32.4
School grounds* 28 22.1
Sports Areas 18 7.5
TOTAL 384 523

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted

15.2

15.3

154

asa secondary use

Table 15 below provides an overview of the quantity of open spaces recorded
in each settlement, categorised by their primary use. It also offers a
comparison of the total open space in each settlement against the
Aberdeenshire average. Open spaces exceeding the Aberdeenshire average
are highlighted in green, while those matching the average are marked in
yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white boxes.
Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

The compact historic layout, siting, and/or location of Blackdog, Collieston,
Cuminestown, Pitmedden, Tarves, and Turriff has led to a below-average
provision of amenity space, which is essential for imaginative play, ball
games, and social gatherings. However, these areas do offer other types of
play spaces, such as coastlines, parklands, and recreation grounds. Notably,
Blackdog falls below the Aberdeenshire average for all types of play spaces.

Almost half the settlements, including Ellon, Oldmeldrum and Turriff score
below the Aberdeenshire average for natural areas, which provide informal
opportunities for play. These settlements may lack significant wooded areas,
riparian habitats (e.g. trees along riverbanks) or a beach, and despite Ellon
having several tree belts and the River Ythan running through its centre, its
higher population means proportionately there could be a potential shortfall.
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Table 15: Number of open spaces per settlement in Formartine by primary use and
total area per 1000 people (based on 2022 population data)

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
Area Area grounds Area

Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Balmedie 9 (3.2ha) 6 (34ha) 6 (0.4ha) 2 (3ha) 3 (3.4ha) 1 (1ha) 1 (0.07ha)
(28 sites)
Belhelvie 4 (2.7ha) 3 (19ha) | 2 (0.96ha) 1 (2.3ha) 0 (2.3ha*) 0 0
(10 sites)
Blackdog 3 (1.6ha) 1 (3.2ha) 1 (0.09) 0 (0.5ha**) 1 (0.5ha) 0 0
(6 sites)
Collieston 3 (2.2ha) 3 (10ha) | 1(0.24ha) 0 1 (0.2ha) 0 1 (0.55ha)
(9 sites)
Cuminestown 0 0 1 (0.22ha) 1 (1.8ha) 0 (1.7ha*) 1(2.3ha) | 1(0.22ha)
(4 sites)
Daviot 10 (6.7ha) | 11 (37ha) | 3 (0.47ha) 1 (0.67ha) 1 (10ha) 1 (0.4ha) 0
(27 sites)
Ellon 24 (3ha) 21 (6ha) 15 3 (0.9ha) 2 (0.53ha) 8 (0.6ha) 5 (0.5ha)
(78 sites) (0.33ha)
Fyvie 11 (3.3ha) | 3(19ha) | 1 (0.35ha) 2 (5.3ha) 1 (0.3ha) 1 (0.4ha) 0
(19 sites)
Methlick 5(2.9ha) | 10 (27ha) | 2 (0.2ha) 1 (2.5ha) 0 (2.5ha*) 1(0.7ha) | 1(0.1ha)
(20 sites)
Newburgh 14 (2.6ha) | 2 (42ha) | 5(0.33ha) 1 (0.36ha) 0 (0.36ha*) 2%x% 0
(24 sites) (0.15ha)
Oldmeldrum 10 (3.6ha) | 3(1.7ha) | 5 (0.16ha) 2 (0.85ha) 0 (0.85ha*) 7 (2.4ha) | 2 (0.04ha)
(29 sites)
Pitmedden 13 (2.2ha) | 5(13ha) | 3 (0.46ha) 0 (1.3ha*) 1 (1.3ha) 1(0.2ha) | 2(0.1ha)
(25 sites)
Potterton 10 (5ha) 5(47ha) | 3 (0.69ha) 2 (1.5ha) 2 (3.5ha) 0 1 (0.07ha)
(23 sites)
Rothienorman 11 (4ha) 4 (2.7ha) | 3(0.23ha) 1 (0.8ha) 0 2%** 0
(21 sites) (0.55ha)
Tarves 4 (0.6ha) 0 2 (0.39ha) 3 (1.6ha) 0 (0.5ha*) 1(0.2ha) | 2 (0.08ha)
(12 sites)
Turriff 15(1.8ha) | 7 (4.5ha) | 8 (0.26ha) 3 (1.3ha) 4 (2.5ha) 2 (0.36ha) | 2 (0.13ha)
(41 sites)
Udny Station 5 (11.8ha) 1 (2ha) 1 (0.53ha) 1 (0.7ha) 0 0 0
(8 sites)

* Total includes public parks within a playing field(s) as a secondary use or vice vera.
**Has a playing field within the primary school.
*** Features a sports pitch or space for play that is recorded as being part of the school
grounds.

15.5 Overall, settlements have an excellent provision of play areas for all ages,

and most settlements have a good age range of play areas, with
Rothienorman, Pitmedden and Potterton having a very high provision of play
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15.6

15.7

15.8

15.9

15.10

15.11

provision for O to 4 years old. Only Blackdog and Oldmeldrum are
significantly below the Aberdeenshire average for all play space types.

All settlements feature a playing field, except for Collieston, which boasts the
highest provision of sports areas due to its outdoor gym. Most playing fields
are located within public parks or recreation grounds and half the settlements
are reasonably well provided for. However, the larger settlements of
Oldmeldrum and Ellon do not exceed the Aberdeenshire average.

Most settlements except Rothienorman and Udny Station feature a public
park or garden. However, Balmedie, Belhelvie, Daviot, Methlick, Potterton
and Turriff have above average provision, which include Balmedie Country
Park and the Hughs of Turriff Park. Ellon’s linear woodlands and Pitmedden
House landscaped grounds are classed as natural areas.

Most settlements feature some form
a sports area, which are often a
tennis court or sports pitch, but many
are below the Aberdeenshire
average, including Oldmeldrum and
Turriff. Ellon features a variety of
sports areas, including cricket
pitches and bike track, and a ;
skatepark was recorded in Pitmedden
Oldmeldrum, Pitmedden and Tarves.

Two-thirds of settlements feature a school, but less than half appear above
the Aberdeenshire average. Ellon appears just below the Aberdeenshire
average, but not all of Ellon Academy’s amenity green space has been
audited that is adjacent to the community centre or car parks. Turriff
Academy is land locked and any outdoor physical exercise will be off-site.

In terms of age range of facilities, the play
opportunities for most settlements cater for all
age ranges, especially those aged 5to 11. The
scores for each settlement can be viewed under
the Quality section in the Aberdeenshire Play
Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement
Summaries (page 6). The following settlements
were identified as having a noticeable shortfall
(i.e. more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire
average) of play opportunities for the following
age groups:

Cuminestown

e 0-4 years old: Blackdog, Collieston, and Udny Station
e 5-11 years old: Belhelvie, Blackdog, Collieston Fyvie, and Methlick
e 16-17 years old: Pitmedden and Tarves

Accessibility

All sites are accessible on foot, but only 16% of sites are recorded as having
dedicated disabled parking, (the second highest in Aberdeenshire), most of
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which are in Balmedie, Ellon, Fyvie and Oldmeldrum. Around a third of
settlements were recorded as having no disabled parking. Poor accessibility,
no bike parking and to a lesser extend no toilets, affects many sites. Traffic
was also a common barrier, especially in Belhelvie, Blackdog, Fyvie,
Oldmeldum, Rothienorman.

15.12 Encouragingly, 54% of sites support active travel, which is influenced by the
layout of the settlement and location of play spaces.

15.13 Very few sites feature accessible or
disabled play equipment, which include
a handful of play parks, including Ellon,
and Balmedie Country Park (which has an
inclusive swing and roundabout), and
Meldrum Academy. Just over half of all
formal and informal sites have reasonable
wheelchair access. While it is expected
that playing fields do not have path,
providing the ground is hard it will not be
an issue, two thirds of sites with poor
wheelchair access are amenity areas and
natural areas, followed by play parks, as
they have poor or no formal paths to aid
access and enjoyment.

15.14 Just over a half (52%) of all sites may
require seating, as either none are
provided, or more are required for the size
or use of the site. This affects most settlements, but more so Belhelvie,
Daviot, Ellon, Methlick, Oldmeldrum, Pitmedden, Potterton Rothienorman, and
Turriff. Half of these sites are amenity areas, followed by natural areas then
playing fields. Only a handful of play parks, sports areas and parks are
considered deficient in seating.

" Ellon

Quality

15.15 Very few formal play areas feature natural materials to play on (trees, sand,
rock), and are mostly formal play equipment with a single use. However, two
thirds of sites have fair or good natural materials to play on, which includes
mostly amenity grounds, beaches and woods, but also a few play parks,

Collieston
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15.16

15.17

15.18

Balmedie Country Park, some schools, King George V Park (Methlick),
Pitmedden (play parks and amenity), The Deer Park, and along the River
Ythan.

Around 82% of sites have a maintenance programme, only 1% score poorly
for antisocial behaviour and only a tenth of sites score poorly for aesthetics
(lack of planting) due to their use (e.g. play park skatepark, sports courts),
which affects a handful of sites mostly in Ellon, Oldmeldrum and Turriff.

Conclusion

Compared with other areas, Formartine has a good provision of play spaces,
but there are deficiencies in sports areas and amenity for a few settlements. It
also scores very well for sites with natural materials and overall, has a good
age range of sites. However, more than half the sites could benefit from
seating, namely amenity areas.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

increasing the provision for sport and green spaces, especially in Ellon;
wheelchair access and seating, especially in amenity areas;

bike stands in formal play spaces; and

disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.
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16.

16.1

Garioch

Quantity

A total of 275 play spaces were recorded in Garioch. Table 16 breaks down
the total number of each type of space audited in Garioch.

Table 16: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Garioch

Open space type Total Cumulative area
number (hectares)

Amenity areas 113 125.3
Natural areas 28 148.7

Play areas 69 8.6
Playing fields* 24 44.6
Public Park or garden* 6 76.3
School grounds* 20 33.7
Sports Areas 15 2.6
TOTAL 275 439.8

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted

16.2

16.3

16.4

16.5

asa secondary use

Table 15 below provides an overview of the quantity of open spaces recorded
in each settlement, categorised by their primary use. It also offers a
comparison of the total open space in each settlement against the
Aberdeenshire average. Open spaces exceeding the Aberdeenshire average
are highlighted in green, while those matching the average are marked in
yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white boxes.
Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

Most settlements in Garioch appear to be below the Aberdeen average for the
different types of play spaces for the size of their population. Garioch is a
popular area for development, and the number of homes built may not be in
keeping up with the likely need for the different types of play spaces.

No settlements appear to exceed the Aberdeenshire average for natural
areas, and only half have adequate amenity areas, school grounds, and
play spaces. A third of settlements surpass the Aberdeenshire average for
public parks and playing fields, but the availability of sports areas remains
notably low. Half the settlements feature at least one sports area, namely
tennis courts and sports pitches, but cricket grounds were recorded in
Inverurie and Kemnay and a skateboard park in Insch, Inverurie and Kemnay.

Blackburn, Insch, Kingseat, Newmachar and Westhill appear to have a
noticeable deficiency of play opportunities. Newmachar does have a
recreation ground, sports area, play areas and amenity land, but they fall
below the Aberdeenshire average. Insch falls just below the Aberdeenshire
average for all types of play spaces, but is just below the Aberdeenshire
average for play areas. Kintore scores well compared with the other
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16.6

settlements, but it could have gaps in sport, play parks, public parks, and
natural areas.

However, there are examples
where secondary uses negate
any shortfalls, for example, in
Blackburn, the amenity area
along Black Burn also provides
an opportunity for natural play.

Old Rayne

Table 17: Number of open spaces per settlement in Garioch by primary use and total
area per 1000 people (based on 2022 population data)

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
Area Area grounds Area

Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Blackburn 3 (2.8ha) 0 5(0.4ha) 1 (0.36ha) 0 1(0.25ha) | 1 (0.03ha)
(11 sites)
Echt 0 0 2 (0.8ha) 1 (8ha) 0 (8ha*) 1 (0.77ha) 0
(4 sites)
Hatton of 0 0 2 (0.5ha) 1 (3.7ha) 0 (4ha*) 1(1.2ha) | 1 (0.46ha)
Fintray
(5 sites)
Insch 8 (1.1ha) 1 (0.2ha) 6 (0.2ha) 1 (0.6ha) 1 (0.6ha) 1(0.1ha) | 2 (0.06ha)
(18 sites)
Inverurie and 40 (2.7ha) | 21 (6.1ha) | 18 (0.1ha) 8 (1.2ha) 2 (4.7ha) 1 (0.64ha) | 3 (0.03ha)
Port Elphinston
(97 sites)
Kemnay 7 (3.9ha) 0 4 (0.2ha) 2 (1ha) 0 (0.76ha*) 1(1.7ha) | 2 (0.05ha)
(26 sites)
Kingseat 8 (10ha) 0 1 (0.02ha) 0 0 0 0
(9 sites)
Kintore 9 (4.8ha) 1 (3.2ha) 3 (0.1ha) 3 (1ha) 0 (0.67ha*) 1(1.2ha) | 1(0.67ha)
(19 sites)
Kirkton of Skene | 2 (3.1ha) 0 1 (0.7ha) 1 (3ha) 0 0 0
(4 sites)
Newmachar 5 (1ha) 0 3 (0.1ha) 1 (0.3ha) 0 (0.3ha*) 1(0.5ha) | 1 (0.04ha)
(11 sites)
Old Rayne 0 0 1 (0.4ha) 1 (3.5ha) 0 (3.5ha*) 1 (0.3ha) 0
(3 sites)
Sauchen 6 (2.6ha) 1 (0.1ha) 1 (0.4ha) 1 (0.4ha) 1 (5.3ha) 0 0
(10 sites)
Westhill 25 (1.7ha) | 4 (4.2ha) 22 3 (0.55ha) 2 (0.48ha) 4 (0.8ha) | 4 (0.1ha)
(64 sites) (0.18ha)

* Total includes a public park(s) as a secondary use within a playing field(s) or play area.

16.7 For a settlement of its size, Inverurie (and Port Elphinstone) falls below the

Aberdeenshire average for amenity spaces, sports areas, natural areas,
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16.8

16.9

16.10

16.11

school grounds, and play spaces. However, Ury Riverside Park serves
multiple functions, acting as a public park, natural area, and amenity space.
The park encompasses a floodplain, a significant wildlife corridor, woodlands,
and features several paths along the river. While it provides limited formal play
opportunities, including a small play park, it offers natural play benefits,
opportunities for contact with nature, and supports general wellbeing.
Nevertheless, the River Ury itself poses risks, making it unsuitable for
unsupervised play for young children. Additionally, direct access from nearby
homes becomes restricted when the river floods. Overall, formal play and
sports facilities are notably scarce throughout the Uryside development, and
the inclusion of Ury Riverside Park may have contributed to reduced provision
of dedicated play and sports areas within this community.

Westhill includes a variety of play opportunities, but most fall below the
Aberdeenshire average for play, amenity, natural, sport and public parks. It
has a good provision of school grounds, which include playing fields.

In terms of age range of facilities, the play opportunities for most settlements
cater for all age ranges, especially those aged 5 to 11. A site is more suitable
for teenagers where it contains seating/ shelter and sports equipment. The
scores for each settlement can be viewed under the Quality section in the
Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries

(page 6).
The following settlements were identified as having a noticeable shortfall (i.e.

more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire average) of play opportunities for
the following age groups:

e 5-11 years old: Insch, Kintore

e 12-15 years old: Echt, Inverurie,

e 16-17 years old: Blackburn, Echt, Inverurie, Kemnay, Kingseat, Kirkton of
Skene, Old Rayne, Sauchen

Accessibility

All sites are accessible on foot, but only 9% of sites are recorded as having
dedicated disabled parking spaces, most of which are in Blackburn, followed
by Newmachar, but provision in Inverurie and Westhill is very low. Almost half
the settlements were recorded as having no specific disabled parking. Poor
accessibility affects just over a fifth of all sites, which is recorded as the main
barrier to play spaces for disabled people — only Hatton of Fintray and
Sauchen were recorded as having no access barriers.
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16.12

16.13

16.14

16.15

16.16

16.17

16.18

However, encouragingly, 53% of sites
support active travel, which is influenced
by the layout of the settlement and
location of play spaces.

No sites include dedicated disabled play
equipment, but some include basket
swings. Over half of all formal and
informal sites (especially play parks and . =
amenity areas) have poor or no Insch
wheelchair access, which impacts of

peoples’ access and enjoyment.

Around half of sites may require seating, as either none are provided, or more
are required for the size or use of the site, which only affects mostly amenity
areas, but some play parks, playing fields and woods around Inverurie.

Quality

Very few formal play areas feature natural materials to play on (trees, sand,
rock), or to play with in different ways, as these spaces mainly include formal
play equipment with a primary use (e.g. swings). Over half the sites (mostly
play parks and amenity grass) have little or no natural things to play with or to
play with in different ways.

However, only two play areas scored poorly for antisocial behaviour (i.e. litter),
the lowest in Aberdeenshire, and 86% of sites have a maintenance
programme.

Nonetheless, a third of sites (namely play areas and amenity areas) score
poorly for aesthetics (lack of planting) either due to their use (e.g. play park,
skatepark, sports courts), or are mostly grass, such as amenity areas and
playing fields — this affects a few sites in most settlements, namely in Hatton
of Fintray, Kingseat, and Westhill.

Port Elphinstone

Conclusion

Compared with other areas, Garioch has a poor provision of play spaces, but
provides a good range of sites for most ages. There is a lack of formal play
opportunities at Uryside, Inverurie, but Ury Riverside Park will provide a great
asset for young people for natural play and recreation. Many sites lack good
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Table

wheelchair access. More than half the sites could benefit from seating and
natural things to play on, namely in amenity areas and a few play parks.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

increasing the provision for play, sport and green spaces, especially in
larger settlements;

wheelchair access and seating, especially in amenity areas;

natural materials / planting in play spaces; and

disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.

Kincardine and Mearns

Quantity

A total of 381 play spaces were recorded in Kincardine and Mearns, the second
highest in Aberdeenshire. Table 18 breaks down the total number of each type of
space audited in Kincardine and Mearns.

18: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Kincardine

and Mearns

Open space type Total Cumulative area
number (hectares)

Amenity areas 118 87.1

Natural areas 74 395.8

Play areas 90 10.6

Playing fields* 21 31.9

Public Park or garden* 32 44.5

School grounds* 22 30

Sports Areas 24 3.5

TOTAL 381 603.4

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted

17.2

asa secondary use

Table 19 below provides an overview of
the quantity of open spaces recorded in
each settlement, categorised by their
primary use. It also offers a comparison
of the total open space in each settlement
against the Aberdeenshire average.

Open spaces exceeding the
Aberdeenshire average are highlighted in
green, while those matching the average
are marked in yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white
boxes. Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summatries.

Chapelton
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17.3 Just over half of the settlements have adequate amenity areas, primarily
comprising smaller settlements. Chapelton is noted for lacking traditional
amenity spaces; however, it features several small, multi-use parkland areas,
such as one with a small amphitheatre, which allows for imaginative play and
to meet up. Laurencekirk and Stonehaven fall below the Aberdeenshire
average, and their historically planned layout often do not have grass areas
for play or access. However, they do feature public parks or a recreation
ground, featuring a playing field and play park.

17.4 Most settlements have some form of natural space, which comprise of a
beach and/or woodland plantation. They may also be counted as amenity,
such as in Stonehaven at Dunnottar Woods where there are no trees. Those
places not recorded with any natural areas are either too small or outwith the

settlement to be assessed.

Table 19: Number of open spaces per settlement in Kincardine and Mearns by primary

use and total area ier 1000 ieoile ibased on 2022 ioiulation datai

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
Area Area grounds Area

Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Auchenblae 4 (4.1ha) | 10(28ha) | 2 (1.1ha) 1 (1.8ha) 3 (5.6ha) 1(1.5ha) | 1(0.22ha)
(30 sites)
Chapelton 0 2 (5ha) 2 (1.3ha) 0 4 (2.1ha) 0 0
(9 sites)
Drumlithie 2 (0.6ha) 2 (11ha) | 1(0.18ha) 1 (2.8ha) 1 (2.9ha*) 1(0.25ha) | 1 (0.16ha)
(12 sites)
Drumoak 2 (2.1ha) 6 (22ha) | 5 (0.67ha) 1 (3.5ha**) 1(3.5ha) 1(1.3ha) | 1(0.07ha)
(19 sites)
Edzell Woods 4 (15ha) 5(40ha) | 1(0.17ha) 0 (10ha**) 1 (10ha) 0 1 (0.23ha)
(15 sites)
Fettercairn 2 (3.2ha) 1(6.6ha) | 1(0.15ha) 1 (3.9ha) 1 (8.9ha) 1(0.4ha) | 1(0.13ha)
(14 sites)
Fordoun 2 (2.9ha) 0 2 (0.8ha) 1 (3.4ha) 0 (3.4ha*) 1 (1.6ha) | 1(0.16ha)
(10 sites)
Gourdon 5 (4.9ha) 3 (60ha) 2 (0.5ha) 1 (1.3ha) 0 (1.3ha*) 1(0.13ha) | 1(0.07ha)
(21 sites)
Inverbervie 15 (2.7ha) | 7 (6.2ha) | 4 (0.25ha) | O (0.3ha**) 3 (0.7ha) 1(0.4ha) | 1(0.02ha)
(41 sites)
Johnshaven 5 (2.8ha) 7 (51ha) 1 (0.3ha) 1 (1.3ha) 0 (1.3ha*) 1 (0.2ha) 1 (0.1ha)
(24 sites)
Laurencekirk 10 5 (16ha) 9 (0.3ha) 2 (1.7ha) 1 (1.4ha*) 1(1.4ha) | 2 (0.05ha)
(39 sites) (18.4ha)
Luthermuir 0 1 (46ha) | 1(0.78ha) 1 (8.2ha) 0 (8.2ha*) 1 (1.5ha) 1 (0.2ha)
(6 sites)
Marykirk 1 (2.3ha) 0 1 (0.14ha) 1 (2.5ha) 0 (2.5ha*) 1 (0.5ha) 0
(6 sites)
Marywell 5 (18ha) 2 0 0 0 0 0
(12 sites) (18ha***)
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Muchalls 2 (1.3ha) 0 1 (0.4ha) 1 (1.6ha) 0 (1.6ha*) 0 0
(7 sites)
Newtonhill 10 (2.7ha) | 7 (3.3ha) | 9 (0.32ha) 3 (0.9ha) 3 (2ha*) 1(0.4ha) | 1(0.03ha)
(44 sites)
Portlethen 25 (2.7ha) 3 27 (0.3ha) 3 (0.28ha) 6 (1.1ha*) 1 (0.8ha) | 4 (0.09h)
(112 sites) (3.5ha***)
St Cyrus 1 (0.2ha) 2 (50ha) | 4 (0.37ha) 1 (1.2ha) 0 (1.2ha*) 1 (0.24ha) | 1 (0.04ha)
(18 sites)
Stonehaven 23 (1.3ha) | 11 (4.9ha) 17 2 (0.65**) 7 (2.1ha*) 4 (1ha) 6 (0.15ha)
(112 sites) (0.13ha)
* Total includes a public park(s) as a secondary use within a playing field(s) or play area.
** Total includes a playing field(s) as a secondary use within a public park.
*** Includes natural areas as a secondary use within amenity areas.
17.5 Most settlements have an excellent provision of play areas, but Drumlithie,
Edzell Woods, Fettercairn, Marykirk, Marywell, and Stonehaven fall below the
Aberdeenshire average. Part of this could be due to lack of play facilities or
provision not keeping up with the scale of housing development.
17.6 Most settlements have a central area for play and sport (i.e. playing field or
public park with a recreation ground), although Inverbervie and Portlethen
are below the Aberdeenshire average.
17.7 The scale of school grounds also varies, with the smallest being within the
coastal communities. It is assumed that for the like of Drumlithie, pupils are
likely to use the playing field to the south of the school and the woodland park
to the northeast.
17.8 Sports area provision across all : y —
settlements in Kincardine and
Mearns falls below the
Aberdeenshire average. However,
some smaller settlements, such as
Auchenblae, Edzell Woods, and
Luthermuir, offer facilities like
tennis and basketball courts,
bringing them closer to the
Aberdeenshire average. These
amenities are often centrally
located, which can become less
accessible as settlements expand.
Among the larger settlements,
Laurencekirk, Newtonhill, and
Portlethen notably remain below
the Aberdeenshire average in i —
sports area provision. Auchenblae
17.9 Interms of age range of play spaces, generally, settlements have an

excellent provision of play areas for those aged 5 to 11, but falls below the
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17.10

17.11

17.12

17.13

17.14

Aberdeenshire average for all other age groups. Chapelton grows includes a
sand pit, mini amphitheatre, play park and small parks. Many sites for
amenity and natural have been deemed more suitable for 5 to 11 year old,
which could have been audited differently in other administrative areas of
Aberdeenshire. The scores for each settlement can be viewed under the
Quality 1 tab in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 -
Settlement Summaries (page 6).

The following settlements were identified as having a noticeable shortfall (i.e.
more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire average) of play opportunities for
the following age groups:

e 0-4years old: Edzell Woods, Fordoun, Gourdon, Inverbervie, Johnshaven,
Luthermuir, Marykirk, Marywell, Muchalls, and Newtonhill.

e 12-15 years old: Edzell Woods, Fordoun, Gourdon, Inverbervie,
Johnshaven, Laurencekirk, Marykirk, Newtonhill, Portlethen, and
Stonehaven.

e 16-17 years old: Drumlithie, Drumoak, Edzell Woods, Fordoun, Gourdon,
Inverbervie, Johnshaven, Laurencekirk, Marykirk, Marywell, Muchalls,
Newtonhill, Portlethen, and Stonehaven.

Accessibility

All sites are accessible on foot, but
around 11% of sites have dedicated
disabled parking spaces, most of
which are in Drumoak and
Stonehaven. Over half the
settlements were recorded as having
no disabled parking. Poor
accessibility affects around a third of
all sites, which is recorded as the
main barrier to play spaces for
disabled people. Other barriers that
affect a handful of sites are a lack of
bike parking and toilets.

. Stonehaven, bottle refill sta “

However, encouragingly, 47% of sites support active travel, which is
influenced by the layout of the settlement, large parks, and the location of play
spaces.

Very few sites feature disabled play
equipment, but play parks at
Auchenblae, Newtonhill, Portlethen,
St Cyrus and Stonehaven feature
sensory equipment or large round
swings. Around two-thirds of all formal
and informal sites have fair or good
wheelchair access.

Newtonhill

While it is expected that playing fields do not have path, providing the ground
is hard it will not be an issue, and this could also apply to amenity areas.
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17.15

17.16

17.17

17.18

17.19

17.20

However, where amenity areas, play parks and sports areas have step only
access (e.g. Luthermuir tennis courts), or a stone kerb along the edge, this
could limit access and enjoyment of these spaces. If a play area is on top of a
hill, such as the undulating Mineralwell Park in Stonehaven, this could affect
access for wheeling.

Approximately 24% of sites lack sufficient seating, either because no seating
is provided or because the current seating is inadequate for the site's size or
usage. This issue impacts most settlements, with Fettercairn, Fordoun,
Marykirk, Marywell, and Muchalls being particularly affected. The lack of
seating is most pronounced in amenity areas but also affects several play
parks, playing fields, and public parks.

Quality

Of the 381 play spaces there are in
Kincardine and Mearns, (this
includes parks, amenity grass,
woodland, and coastline) 235 include
natural materials, and 58 of the 165
formal play areas feature natural
materials to play on (trees, sand,
rock). There are sand pits in a small
park in Chapelton and in a coastal
play park in Stonehaven.

Nonetheless, there is still over a third of sites (mostly play parks, amenity
grass and sports areas) that have little or no natural things to play with or to
play with in different ways. It is expected that formal sports areas feature little
natural materials as they are designed for sports uses only.

77% of sites have a maintenance programme, and most score well for
aesthetics (planting).

Conclusion

Kincardine and Mearns has an excellent provision of play facilities, but there is
limited provision for teenagers and very young children across several
settlements. Most sites have seating, but there is still potential to add natural
materials to play spaces to play on.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

e increasing the provision for play, sport and green spaces for the very
young and teenagers;

¢ wheelchair access, especially in amenity areas;

e natural materials / planting in play spaces; and

e disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.
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18.

18.1

Marr

Quantity

A total of 229 play spaces were recorded in ten settlements in Marr. Braemar
and Ballater will be covered in a Play Sufficiency Assessment produced by the
Cairngorms National Park Authority. Table 20 breaks down the total number
of each type of space audited in Marr.

Table 20: Number and area of each type of open space that was audited in Marr

Open space type Total Cumulative area
number (hectares)

Amenity areas 62 45
Natural areas 59 452.6

Play areas 46 6.2
Playing fields* 18 26.7
Public Park or garden* 10 41.6
School grounds* 16 19.3
Sports Areas 20 26.8
TOTAL 229 618.2

*Playing fields within a public park or school grounds, or vice versa, have not been counted

18.2

18.3

asa secondary use

Table 21 below provides an overview of the quantity of open spaces recorded
in each settlement, categorised by their primary use. It also offers a
comparison of the total open space in each settlement against the
Aberdeenshire average. Open spaces exceeding the Aberdeenshire average
are highlighted in green, while those matching the average are marked in
yellow. Open spaces below the average are displayed in white boxes.
Further information can be found in the Aberdeenshire Play Sufficiency
Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries.

Most settlements offer less amenity
space compared to the Aberdeenshire
average. These are predominantly
linear villages that have expanded
incrementally, often through the
development of cul-de-sacs. While
such spaces play a crucial role in
providing areas for play, many
settlements in Marr stand out for their
abundant natural green spaces and
ample playing fields and public
parks. Alford, for example, includes
Haughton Country Park, which feature
natural and play areas.
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Table 21: Number of open spaces per settlement in Marr by primary use and total area

ier 1000 ieoile ibased on 2022 ioiulation datai

Amenity Natural Play Area | Playing Field | Public Park School Sports
Area Area grounds Area

Aberdeenshire 2.5ha 10ha 0.23ha 1.1ha 1.9ha 0.7ha 0.25ha
average (ha)
Aboyne 10 (1.9ha) | 8 (48ha) | 5 (0.09ha) 1 (2ha**) 1 (1.9ha) J¥r* 1 (0.07ha)
(29 sites) (1.1ha)
Alford 7 (2.2ha) 6 (12ha) | 6 (0.37ha) 1 (1.1ha) 1 (8.2ha) 1(2.4ha) | 2 (0.07ha)
(24 sites)
Banchory 22 (2.2ha) | 20 (16ha) 14 3 (1ha) 2 (0.5ha) Grx* 7 (0.96ha)
(72 sites) (0.17ha) (0.4ha)
Huntly 12 (1.7ha) | 12 (9ha) | 12 (0.4ha) 5 (2ha**) 3 (1ha*) 2 (0.4ha) | 4 (0.24ha)
(50 sites)
Kincardine 3 (2.6ha) 1 (11ha) | 1 (0.16ha) 1 (2.3ha) 1 (4ha*) 1(0.8ha) | 2(0.9ha)
O’Neil
(10 sites)
Lumphanan 0 1(19ha) | 1(0.13ha) 1 (2.3ha) 0 (2.3ha*) 1 (0.4ha) 0
(4 sites)
Lumsden 1 (1.4ha) 0 1 (0.6ha) 1 (1.6ha) 0 (1.6ha*) 1 (1.5ha) 0
(4 sites)
Rhynie 1 (2ha) 2 (4.3ha) | 1(0.14ha) 1 (1.5ha) 1 (2.3ha*) 1(0.3ha) | 1(0.38ha)
(8 sites)
Tarland 6 (2.4ha) 3 (31ha) | 3(0.24ha) 1 (1.6ha) 0 (1.6ha*) 1 (0.6ha) 1 (21ha)
(15 sites)
Torphins 0 6 (25ha) | 2 (0.32ha) 1 (0.7ha) 1 (1.2ha*) 1(0.2ha) | 2 (0.02ha)
(13 sites)

* Total includes a public park(s) as a secondary use within a playing field(s) or play area.
** Total includes a playing field(s) within a public park as a secondary use.
*** Features a sports pitch that is recorded as being part of the school grounds.
**** Features a skateboard park within a play area.

18.4 Only half of the settlements exceed the
Aberdeenshire average for play, sports,
and school grounds, with Alford,
Kincardine O’Neil, and Tarland achieving
the highest overall scores. Banchory and
Kincardine O’Neil provide above-average
sports areas but fall below average for
play areas. Alford lacks publicly
accessible sports facilities but offers a
good selection of play areas. Aboyne
falls short of the Aberdeenshire average
for both play and sports provisions.
Tarland stands out with a significant
sports area within Drummy Woods, which features a bike trail. Skateboard
parks can be found in Alford, Banchory, Huntly, and Torphins, while Banchory
also features a cricket ground.

Tarland
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18.6

18.7

18.8

18.9

18.10

Overall, Marr offers an outstanding variety of play facilities that cater for a
wide age range, which are above the Aberdeenshire average. The scores for
each settlement can be viewed under the Quality section in the Aberdeenshire
Play Sufficiency Assessment 2024 - Settlement Summaries (page 6).

The following settlements were identified as having a noticeable shortfall (i.e.
more than 10% below the Aberdeenshire average) of play opportunities for
the following age groups:

0-4 years old: Huntly, Kincardine O’Neil, Lumphanan
5-11 years old: Banchory
16-17 years old: Lumphanan and Lumsden,

Accessibility

All sites are accessible on foot, but only 13% of sites are with a car park are
recorded as having dedicated disabled parking spaces, most of which are in
Alford and Lumsden — Aboyne, Banchory and Huntly score very low. Poor
accessibility affects around a quarter of all sites, which is recorded as the
main barrier to play spaces for disabled people — this was less of an issue for
Alford, which had a few sites listing issues relating to no bike parking, road
crossing and isolated.

However, around 50% of sites support active travel, which is influenced by
the layout of the settlement and location of play spaces.

Only three sites were identified as
including disabled play
equipment, in Lumsden, Alford and
Rhynie, and almost half of all formal
and informal sites (especially
amenity and natural areas, and to a
lesser extend play areas) have poor
or no wheelchair access
(especially in Alford, Banchory,
Huntly, Kincardine O’Neil, Rhynie,
Tarland and Torphins), which
impacts of peoples’ access and
enjoyment.

While almost a third of sites (28%)
may require seating, as either none
are provided, or more are required
for the size or use of the site, this
affects almost every settlement,
especially in Alford, Kincardine
O’Neil, Rhynie and Tarland. This
affects mostly amenity areas, play
parks and natural areas.

Alford, Haughto Country Park
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18.11

18.12

18.13

18.14

18.15

18.16

Quality

Almost two-thirds of play spaces feature natural materials to play on (trees,
sand, rock), which applies mostly to natural areas, parks, and amenity spaces,
especially if they are next to a river or woodland. Furthermore, around half
the formal play spaces include natural materials, which is welcoming.
However, less than half the sites audited allow children to use natural things
to play with or to play with in different ways, as these spaces are mainly used
formal play or sport equipment with a single use.

Less than 3% of sites score poorly for antisocial behaviour, which equates
to six sites in Alford, Banchory and Huntly due to vandalism, litter, sports
areas with broken fencing or worn grass.

Around 87% of sites were viewed as having a maintenance programme.
Sites that were poorly maintained are mostly natural areas, but it also includes
8 play parks, 1 playing field and 4 sports areas, in Alford, Banchory,
Kincardine O’Neil, Huntly and Tarland, which were either overgrown or have
old facilities.

However, most sites scored very well for aesthetics (i.e. have good planting).
Where sites scored poorly, this was mainly due to their formal use (e.g. were
designed for a play park, skatepark, sports courts), which affects sites in
Banchory, Huntly, Kincardine O’Neil and Ryhnie and Tarland. To a lesser
extent, this included grassy areas, such as amenity areas (mainly in Alford),
and playing fields (mainly in Huntly).

Conclusion

While Marr has very good provision of planting in its play spaces, there is
scope to introduce natural materials to play on in amenity and play areas.

From this analysis, the above issues that require to be addressed in the local
development plan and / or have site management issues should focus on
reviewing the need for:

increasing the provision for play in Aboyne, Bancory and green spaces;
wheelchair access, especially in amenity areas;

natural materials / planting in play spaces; and

disabled play equipment, especially in the larger settlements.

\*_',

Banchory
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19.
19.1

19.2

19.3

19.4

195

19.6

Key Observations and Next Steps

A comprehensive appraisal of 1,785 play spaces across 90 settlements in
Aberdeenshire, was undertaken between June 2022 and May 2023.

The observations and conclusions on play space shortfalls and opportunities
identified in this assessment are be based on the judgments of the Planning
Policy Officers who undertook the study. They were updated to reflect the
comments received from two consultations in 2024 that were undertaken to
engage with young people, parents, and carers, as well as the public, key
agencies, and community councils.

The assessment does not set out work commitments for other services, but
instead sets out the current provision of play spaces across most settlements
in Aberdeenshire, as well as highlight any issues and opportunities affecting
them. It will help inform the spatial strategy for the local development plan on
the development and use of play spaces.

The Pitch and Outdoor Physical Activity Space Strategy was adopted by Full
Council on 13 January 2022. It seeks to improve the quality of pitch provision,
increase capacity to meet demand, greater community ownership of pitches
and an improved and future integrated booking system.

The Play Sufficiency Assessment has identified that there could be a potential
shortfall in the provision of play space due to either of the following:

e Poor quantity — lack of play facilities for certain age groups (0-4 years, 5-
11 years, 12-15 years, 16-17 years).

e Poor access — busy roads, distance, no toilets, poor/no paths, and poor
provision of play equipment for all abilities.

e Poor quality — poor maintenance, natural play materials, and planting.

Based on the data collected from site visits and planners’ observations, a
SWOT analysis of play space provision was undertaken. This is presented in
Table 22Table 14. A SWOT analysis can help identify the following:

e Strengths — Highlight where we are getting it right.

e Weakness — Highlight the areas in which we are not getting it right (e.g.
seating, shelter, bins, play / sport equipment).

e Opportunities — Where the local development plan can highlight these
(e.g. new site).

e Threats — Issues that adversely impact upon open space provision.

Table 22: SWOT analysis of play space provision in Aberdeenshire

Strengths

Weaknesses

Good car park provision overall, but
few spaces are designated for
disabled people.

New development sites can add
disabled play equipment through
negotiating developer obligations.

Amenity spaces are not designed
for play due to their small size, traffic
safety (i.e. no fencing), or unusable
shape (left over green space from
planning a development).

Difficult to remodel open spaces in
urban areas.
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Strengths

Weaknesses

New developments provide
opportunities to provide active
travel links with existing open
spaces. They could add new paths
to improve access or new play
equipment.

Most settlements have a central
play area with a range of play
equipment, with larger settlements
having smaller play parks.
Landscape Servies are upgrading
play areas using Scottish
Government funding to 2026.
Development Management and
Landscape Services are likely to
know where there are deficiencies.
Most settlements are within a 5-
minute (200 metre) walking
distance of either formal or informal
play space.

An effective maintenance
programme is in place for 77% of
sites. Itis mostly natural and
amenity areas that do not have a
maintenance programme.

Age range is reasonable in most
places, with most play spaces
designed for children aged 5 to 11
years old.

Landscape Services review and
monitor council owned sites
throughout the year (e.g. play
parks).

All three Country Parks have
roundabouts and/or swings for
wheelchair users.

Moving away from intensive
maintenance of green space is
encouraging more natural areas for
biodiversity, and could improve
opportunities for natural play.
Increasing involvement of
community groups in
management of open spaces.

The layout of many historic
planned settlements often do not
have amenity areas or play parks.
In these cases, a public park or
recreation ground is provided for in a
planned location.

There can be a lack of natural areas
in settlements where there are no
beaches, rivers, and woods
(surrounded by mostly fields).

While play areas are the most
common type of formal play in
settlements, they are very small in
size and come last in terms of
provision.

Play Park Policy and Strategy still
to be completed.

New housing estates frequently
lack public parks equipped with play
or sports facilities on expansive, flat
sites as the settlement expands.
Instead, they often include amenity
grass accompanied by a small play
park.

Very few settlements reach the
Aberdeenshire average for sports
areas, and a fifth are poorly
maintained (e.g. tennis courts with
missing nets).

Lack of paths for wheelchair users.
Lack of step free access onto
amenity grass (kerbs) or sports
areas (steps).

Lack of shelters in open spaces
(e.g. parks and play parks).

Lack of connectivity between play
spaces for active travel.

Poor provision of play spaces for
very young children (0 to 4) and
teenagers.

The town centres of Fraserburgh
and Peterhead that are in the top
20% of the most deprived within the
Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation
are more than 200m from play
space.
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Strengths

Weaknesses

Sufficiency data is indicative and
based on population data from 2022
and use at that time.

Poor provision of toilets in smaller
settlements.

Condition (e.g. the score) of sites is
indicative and could change (positive
or negative) since 2023 and they
were not surveyed at the same time
of year.

Opportunities

Threats

New and existing open spaces
delivering the outcomes in National
Planning Framework 4 in terms of
climate change, biodiversity
enhancement, and local living.

The Local Development Plan
Settlement Statements could
highlight shortfalls (e.g. in amenity,
play and sports areas).

Targeting resources to deliver the
greatest benefits (e.g. disabled play
equipment, increasing existing
provision for all age ranges,
providing seating / shelters).
Funding to allow Landscape
Services maintain and improve
council owned play parks.
Landscape Services constantly
review council owned play parks.
Resources can be targeted to
improve the distribution of play
spaces across all ages.

Landscape Services could help to
review opportunities to improve
wheelchair access (e.g.in amenity
and play areas).

Increase natural materials /
planting in play spaces where it is
lacking.

Adding disabled play equipment,
especially in the larger settlements.
Landscape Services could help to
review opportunities to provide
seating or shelters in the main

Allocated budget to maintain and
enhance open spaces designated for
play, sport, or recreation, with
particular attention to those managed
by factors within residential
developments

Graffiti to shelters (inappropriate
language and discourages its use).
House developers are not providing
versatile open spaces, such as areas
that go beyond simple grassy patches
to accommodate play, sports, and
social gatherings.

Risk of sites deteriorating, for
example, approximately 25% of play
areas and 37% of sports areas
scored poorly (e.g. lack of play
equipment for different ages,
condition of ground, fencing and play
equipment).
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Opportunities Threats

recreation park (or public parks in
larger settlements).

¢ Natural areas, followed by
amenity areas are the main form of
play areas in Aberdeenshire, but
their distribution varies between
settlements due to the road layout
(e.g. compact historic streets) or
location (e.g. next to a beach,
wood, or water course).

e New development provides
opportunities to improve the
distribution and sufficiency of
play spaces, especially where
places score poorly.

19.7 Policy 21 Play, recreation and sport in the National Planning Framework 4
sets out the land use policies that development proposals should be
considered against. However, the National Planning Framework 4 requires
the local development plan to identify sites for sports, play and outdoor
recreation for all ages.

19.8 Therefore, in support National Planning Framework 4, the key observations
from planning officers’ assessment of play spaces in Aberdeenshire have
identified a potential need for the following:

1. Improve the scale and connectivity (where possible) of play spaces.
The findings from the audit shows that new play spaces in some new
housing developments are either small, on a slope, are for a single use, are
fractured, isolated or don’t link well with other open spaces. Policy 21 in
National Planning Framework 4 and Development Management provides
the opportunity to ensure play spaces:

e are integrated into the overall layout of a development;
e are appropriate for ball games (e.g. large grassy area);
e are inclusive for all ages and abilities;

e are able to connect with nature (where possible);

¢ include planting and are able to connect with nature (where possible);

e are accessible to all; and
e are multifunctional and suitable for all ages.

2. Improve play area provision. The assessment identified a potential
shortfall in the scale of provision of play areas in the following settlements:

e Banff and Buchan — Fraserburgh, Macduff, Portsoy, Rosehearty,
Sandend, Sandhaven and Pittulie
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e Buchan - Crimond, Fetterangus, Maud, New Deer, New Pitsligo,
Peterhead, Strichen, and Stuartfield

e Formartine — Blackdog, Methlick, and Oldmeldrum

e Garioch - Inverurie, Kingseat, Kintore, Newmachar, and Westhill

e Kincardine and Mearns — Drumlithie Edzell Woods, Fettercairn,
Marykirk, Marywell, and Stonehaven

e Marr — Aboyne, Ballater, Banchory, Kincardine O’Neil, Lumphanan, and
Rhynie

3. Maintain and / or improve the quality of play area provision for
different age users. In terms the likely age of the users and the play value
of the site and equipment, (i.e. how interesting or attractive play equipment

is to different age groups and what activity it provides (see Figure 11 above
for this breakdown)), the audit identified the following:

Approximately 70% of play areas (e.g. play parks) do not provide for
play facilities for children over 11 years old, so there is still potential
to improve the provision of play and recreation equipment for
younger teenagers and provide shelters with seating.

Only 36% of play spaces appear to be designed for the very young
children aged 0 to 4 years old. These are mostly in play areas and
amenity areas. Only Formartine and Garioch are above the
Aberdeenshire average.

Approximately 86% of formal and informal play spaces appear to be
utilised by children aged 5 to 11 years old, across all types of play
spaces. However, settlements in Banff and Buchan, Buchan, and
Formartine fall just below the Aberdeenshire average.

Approximately 66% of formal and informal play spaces appear to be
utilised by younger teenagers aged 12 to 15 years old, across all
types of play spaces, except play areas. However, provision for
teenagers is lowest in settlements in Kincardine and Mearns.
Provision appears highest in Formartine and Matrr.

Approximately 46% of formal and informal play spaces appear to be
designed for older teenagers aged 16 to 17 years old, especially
playing fields, and amenity, natural and sports. Provision for
teenagers is lowest in settlements in Kincardi