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ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF MEETING 97 

Monday, 28th April 2025, 5.45pm 

Aberdeenshire Council, Unit 7, Harlaw Way, Inverurie 

(Re-scheduled from 14th April) 

 

In-person meeting 

 

Present: Gerald Banks, Paul Davison, Ken Gordon (Chair), Anouk Kloppert, Gordon 

Prentice, Ruth Riddell, Jeremy Sharman, Neil Taylor, Cllr. Iris Walker, Henry Webb, 

Chris York. 

Council officers present: Bridget Freeman. 

Members of the public: (One).  

 

Abbreviations: A/O Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.  

Item Subject Action 

1 

 

Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc. 

a) Welcome Jeremy Sharman. 

b) Apologies: Geordie Burnett-Stuart, Gordon McKilligan. 

Declarations of interest: None intimated.   

 

 

 

 

2 Access Concerns Banchory  

The Forum considered concerns raised in a written submission from a 

member of the public regarding a proposed development at Upper Arbeadie, 

Banchory. The reported access-related issues involved potential impacts on 

a core path / public right of way. Members noted that the development was 

still at the pre-application stage, and therefore advised that the appropriate 

course of action would be for the person concerned to approach their 

community council, who would be a consultee on any forthcoming planning 

application. Contact could also be made with their Aberdeenshire councillor 

if they so wished, and the person should also formally contact the Planning 

service, as well as liaising with the Access Officer. Both the community 

council and Aberdeenshire’s Planning service should take core paths into 

account. CY advised that with regard to development proposals ALOAF’s 

approach has been to consider strategic matters only, rather than becoming 

involved in the details, the latter being beyond the Forum’s capacity to 

process. He also observed that (outright) closure of a core path during 

construction of a development would be unacceptable. Actions: KG to 

provide general advice as noted above. Separately, PD to study the 

development proposal and brief KG accordingly.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KG 

PD 
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3 Access Interests Echt & Skene  

KG welcomed Fiona Bick, representing Echt & Skene Community Council, 

for discussion of issues affecting a proposed local paths network at Echt. In 

2024 the local Community Action Plan had prioritised paths, and a paths 

group had been established. A number of potential routes had been 

identified, and discussion had taken place with the landowner, Dunecht 

Estates. All of the potential routes were rejected by the Estate, due to 

perceived liability issues, as well as existing and potential land use and 

tenure. Hence the paths group would welcome ALOAF’s advice. The Forum 

advised as follows: 

• While the Estate appears not to embrace public access, a great 

proportion of the farming community favours the provision of channelled 

access with associated benefits of fencing, etc.  

• Regarding tree safety, the majority of public access on FLS land 

(including promoted trails) is under trees. The risk of injury to members of 

the public from falling branches is minimal when people are moving. The 

risk increases at picnic sites, car parks, etc. where people are stationary. 

Also, members of the public have a duty of care for their own safety. 

• Safety when on public roads is not the landowner’s responsibility. A 

number of promoted paths cross public roads, and some core paths are 

actually on-road.  

• Applications for development will be advantaged by access provision, 

hence benefitting the landowner. Residential developments bring more 

residents and more dogs, so (managed) access will also be beneficial.  

In summary, the Forum advised that although the landowner effectively has 

the power of veto, the paths group should explain to the Estate why they 

disagree with the Estate’s arguments, and also emphasise the potential 

planning benefits arising from paths provision. Overall, the farming sector’s 

experience is that the positive benefits outweigh any negative impacts. KG 

encouraged the Group to keep in touch with the Forum. 

 

4 Approval of Minutes from Meeting 96 and matters arising (relevant 

action points) 

KG apologised for the fact that the Minutes had not been circulated, due to a 

procedural oversight. It was therefore agreed that members would have one 

week in which to check the Minutes and notify any comments to KG – failing 

which the Minutes would be deemed to be approved. Provisional acceptance 

proposed by CY, seconded by PD.  

Action points from Meeting 96 

94/4 etc. Letter to MSP (KG) Pending. 

94/4 etc. National Sheep Association -- NSA (G McK) Peter Miles will look 

for an Aberdeenshire NSA member for potential ALOAF membership.  

96/2 NAF re outdoor swimmers rep. (KG) (No report). 

 

 

 

 

ALL 
 

 

 

 

KG 
 

 

KG 
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95/4 etc. Enquiry re core paths performance indicator (Cllr. IW) Action 

pending.  

96/2 Peruse WSP “Story Maps” (PD) Action pending. 

95/8 etc. Potential access user member (PD) Action pending. 

95/8 etc. Potential land management member (G Burnett-Stuart) Action 

pending. 

96/2 Enquiry re access to Council GIS (GP) Feedback pending. 

96/2 Equestrian access user rep. (RR) Item 5 at current meeting refers. 

96/(5)4 Invitation to P Coldwell re NE Coastal Trail (BF) Done – to attend 

after summer 2025. 

96/(5)4 Get-together of path groups (KG) Potential actions: List the groups, 

then create KHub dedicated space for info exchange (e.g. funding, mapping, 

materials, contractors). Sub-group (PD and GP) to identify groups, but 

contact to come from KG as Chair. In discussion it was recognised that 

some groups may feel isolated in their efforts. A get-together might be 

difficult to organise, but reports from groups could be exchanged; ALOAF 

could attend groups’ open days; and ALOAF Minutes could be circulated 

(potential for “corresponding membership” option).  

96/(4)6 Handover meeting for new Chair (BF) Done. 

96/(4)6 ALOAF directions for 2025 (KG) Item 7 at current meeting refers. 

96/(4)6 Call for events suggestions (KG) Item 7 at current meeting refers. 

Cllr IW 

 

PD 

PD 

GBS 

 

GP 

 

 

 

 

 
PD, GP 

5 Equestrian Access Forum Member Representative 

RR introduced Jeremy Sharman as potential to replace herself as equestrian 

access user representative. JS identified himself as a farmer, with stock 

including ponies for breeding and long-distance riding. He has had 

experience of access problems, although the LRSA has reduced these to 

some extent. His wife is the local BHS representative. They would like to 

help resolve access issues. JS was duly accepted as an ALOAF Access 

user representative, succeeding RR who steps down from the Forum, as 

previously intimated. RR assured JS that she can help with information on 

the history of specific issues. A card, gift and thanks were presented to RR 

by BF on behalf of the group. CY complimented RR on broadening the 

Forum’s appreciation of equestrian issues. RR recorded her appreciation of 

the inclusion of equestrian access in the LRSA as equals among access 

users. As JS is a new member of the Forum, BF and KG will handle the 

necessary paperwork with him.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BF, KG 

6 Vice Chair Nominations and thank you to Anouk 

BF reported that 2 nominations for Vice Chair had been received, but both 

had been withdrawn due to pressure of other commitments. It was agreed 

that after due time for KG to settle into the role of Chair, the Forum could 

revisit the matter. Meanwhile, AK is stepping down from ALOAF. Her 

contribution to the Forum was recognised by BF with a card, gift and thanks. 
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CY endorsed the group’s appreciation with special thanks for AK’s valued 

input to the Forum’s presence at the Turriff Show.    

7 Update on activities of ALOAF members and suggestions for future 

activities, events, training, information  

CY (Community) Has been volunteering with Udny Paths Group. 

HW (Access user) Noted that the Cairngorms National Park (CNP) is 

introducing stricter controls on fires and BBQs, with powers to levy fines, and 

asked if any similar moves by Aberdeenshire Council. It was suggested that 

this would be a question for the Ranger Service; also noted that CNP’s move 

reflects a sense of ambivalence in SOAC advice on fires, which the Scottish 

Government is unwilling to change. 

GP (Community) Pathworks and vegetation management in Denman Park 

have been completed in preparation for launch on 31/5/25. His group has 

also helped with vegetation management on a path on Golf Club land. He 

informed the meeting that the closing date for NESTRANS funding 

applications, originally 9/5/25, has been extended. As a guest with relevant 

experience, GP will be attending a meeting of Echt Paths Group on 29/4/25.  

RR (Access user) Is in discussion with BHS regarding a prospective “dog 

and horse familiarisation session”.  

GB (Land management) The perennial issues of dogs and sheep, and dog 

fouling, continue unabated. On funding, the Improving Public Access (IPA) 

scheme is not being funded this year. Meanwhile, Community Led Local 

Development (CCLD) funding (from Scottish Government via local 

authorities) might be a possibility for appropriately constituted groups for 

small projects (max. £50,000 per application, with expected group 

contribution of 5-10% minimum). This might be for discussion at the 

forthcoming Local Action Group (LAG) meeting on 29/4/25, which GB will be 

attending. There is about one month in which to submit applications, which 

must include 3 quotes. If planning permissions are required and have not 

already been granted, applications will be rejected. GB understands that this 

year, project approvals might be forthcoming in 7-8/25, allowing more time 

for completion by the claims deadline of 28/2/26.  

NT (Agency – FLS) Corsee Wood paths upgrade, funded by CCLD, has 

been completed and is to be opened in ca. 2 weeks. At Bennachie, part of 

the all-ability loop has been resurfaced, with installation of passing places, 

and upgraded drainage. Project funding became available at short notice. 

Surface has taken a long time to “bed in” due to prolonged dry conditions. 

NT has also been working on path clearance with a local group at Durris. 

Tyrebagger [in Aberdeen City LAF area] has had fly-tipping issues. 

Replanting there is in prospect. Generally, FLS is focussing on necessary 

targets for harvesting and replanting, so there is a need to keep visitor-facing 

activities on the agenda. 
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PD (Community) Noting the existence of Udny Paths Group, PD wondered if 

ALOAF might choose a particular area as a focus for a Forum meeting. CY 

suggested that this need not necessarily involve a site visit – instead a 

representative of a group might be invited to attend a normal meeting.  

KG (Community) Noted that ALOAF has no NatureScot (NS) representative. 

CY explained that this has been due to lack of resources, but NS are open to 

being kept informed. Re Forum meetings, KG speculated that daytime 

meetings might encourage more attendance, although CY felt that land 

managers might not find this convenient. In discussion, members favoured 

the idea, with a preference for afternoons (1400-1700). In further discussion, 

it was agreed that meetings could alternate between in-person and online. It 

was agreed that the September meeting should consist of a site visit to 

Banchory, with venue and contacts with Banchory and Torphins paths 

groups to be arranged. 

BF (Access Officer) (1) Privacy assessment (Aberdeenshire north) BF 

thanked ALOAF for recent help in undertaking this. The assessment was 

provided to the landowner concerned and no response has been received, 

which is deemed to be a positive outcome. 

(2) ALOAF website Malcolm White had asked about the Forum’s thoughts 

on an ALOAF website. In discussion it was suggested that a website could 

contain basic documents such as the Operating Principles. KG willing to 

manage input, while CY could manage the technicalities. There is an 

existing site www.aloaf.org.uk whose domain is paid for by the Council; also 

an email address, aloaf@aberdeenshire.gov.uk , monitored by the Access 

Officers. Action: KG, CY and BF to discuss existing and future options.         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BF, 

KG, CY 

8 Operating Principles and membership 

New members are needed, particularly from the land management sector. 

KG to work on this; while BF puts out message on Council’s communication 

channels and social media.  

 

 

KG 

BF 

9 Casework: CLOSED SESSION 

Daviot mediation exercise – progress update. 

 

 

10 AOCB None intimated.  

 Provisional dates of 2025 meetings  

9th June 2025 (online, 1400-1700), 8th September 2025 (site visit), 10th 

November 2025 (online). 

 

 

 

http://www.aloaf.org.uk/
mailto:aloaf@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

