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1 Introduction  

 

This guidance has been produced to demonstrate which changes to windows or 
fenestration patterns, on buildings within a designated conservation area, may 
require an application for prior notification to Aberdeenshire Council.  If you are 
unsure if your property is situated in a conservation area, you can find out here. 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/built-heritage/conservation-area/     

2 Changes that may require prior notification 

2.1 Opening method 

Any change in the manner in which a window is opened and closed. For example, if 
the window is currently vertical sliding sash and case and is being converted to top 
hung outward opening casement window or tilt and turn, would require a prior 
notification application. 

 

 

Figure 1 - modern replacement outward opening sash and case. 

2.2 Fenestration/ glazing pattern 

Any change in the fenestration/ glazing pattern. For example, a conversion from a six 
over six windowpane pattern to a single frame, or a one over one windowpane 
pattern conversion to a two over two, or a change in the orientation or layout of the 
existing panes would require prior notification. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/built-heritage/conservation-area/
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Figure 2 - six over six sash and case. 

 

 

Figure 3 - two over two sash and case. 



Prior Notification, Prior Approval Guidance Class 7A | 5 

 

 

Figure 4 - one over one sash and case. 

2.3 Colour of windowpane 

Many Victorian and Edwardian properties incorporate intentionally stained glass into 
windows. Any deviation from the original colour or pattern would require prior 
notification. 

 

Figure 5 - examples of coloured panes. 
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2.4 Dimensions of window frame  

Any change in the dimensions of the window frame. A change in the materials and or 
opening mechanism can alter the window frame dimensions. Any increase in the 
dimensions of the frame would require prior notification. 

 

 

Figure 6 - examples of window replacements that don’t match the dimensions of the original 
window frames. 
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Figure 8 - trickle ventilation and enlarged frames. 

 

Figure 7 - the bottom windows are exact replications of the originals. The top windows are 
modern replacements where the frame dimensions have been altered. 

2.5 Dimensions of window frame change due to additional detailing 

Any change to the dimensions of the frames as a result of adding additional details 
not currently present on the original building. For example, trickle ventilation or 
window horns, would require prior notification. 
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Figure 9 - the image on the left is an original Georgian six over six with single glazing, 
image on the right is a replacement double glazed six over six sash and case. Note 
astragals are almost double the width. 

2.6 Colour of window frame 

Any change in the colour of the frames would require prior notification. 

2.7 Dimensions of astragal bar (glazing bar) 

Any change in the dimension of an astragal bar (glazing bar) detail. The conversion 
from single to double glazing can result in the enlargement of astragal dimensions to 
incorporate the structural astragal. This can alter the appearance of the window and 
would require prior notification. 
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3 Additional Guidance 

 

3.1 Skylights/ Rooflights 

The definition of windows includes any glazed element that is not a door and 
therefore skylights would also be considered under this guidance. 

3.2 Principal Elevation 

There is clear guidance on how to assess the principal (main) elevation and it is clear 
in that there can be only one. However, it must be noted that not all principal 
elevations are road facing. Some historic buildings have two architecturally significant 
elevations. Although only one may be chosen in regard the permitted development 
regulations.   

In instances where there are two equally architecturally significant elevations. If one 
is road facing, it could be deemed that the principal elevation is the garden facing 
elevation and the other significant elevation would not be permitted development by 
virtue of the fact it is road facing.  

 

Planning circular 1/2024: householder permitted development rights - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot)  
 
Planning circular 2/2024: non-domestic permitted development rights - gov.scot 
(www.gov.scot)  
 

Examples given over page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcircular-1-2024-householder-permitted-development-rights%2Fpages%2F7%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccheryl.roberts%40aberdeenshire.gov.uk%7C7f614f01af9546e22ce208dc7ff0895c%7Cfed993064d2d4409959dd0edb7304a0b%7C0%7C0%7C638525918268556280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYjFlajfp4e38wVkQfrqjQpoBrXBLmmrqMHdmUzVpOk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcircular-1-2024-householder-permitted-development-rights%2Fpages%2F7%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccheryl.roberts%40aberdeenshire.gov.uk%7C7f614f01af9546e22ce208dc7ff0895c%7Cfed993064d2d4409959dd0edb7304a0b%7C0%7C0%7C638525918268556280%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IYjFlajfp4e38wVkQfrqjQpoBrXBLmmrqMHdmUzVpOk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcircular-2-2024-non-domestic-permitted-development-rights%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccheryl.roberts%40aberdeenshire.gov.uk%7C7f614f01af9546e22ce208dc7ff0895c%7Cfed993064d2d4409959dd0edb7304a0b%7C0%7C0%7C638525918268564914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GDE%2F9zj%2F3MmJCbCXV8iSC1JpX1iLQV8IV5QjFtX3dQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.scot%2Fpublications%2Fcircular-2-2024-non-domestic-permitted-development-rights%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccheryl.roberts%40aberdeenshire.gov.uk%7C7f614f01af9546e22ce208dc7ff0895c%7Cfed993064d2d4409959dd0edb7304a0b%7C0%7C0%7C638525918268564914%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0GDE%2F9zj%2F3MmJCbCXV8iSC1JpX1iLQV8IV5QjFtX3dQ%3D&reserved=0
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Figure 11 - street facing elevation of equal architectural merit. 

 

Figure 10 - garden facing principal elevation. 
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Figure 12 - garden facing principal elevation. 

 

 

Figure 13 - street facing elevation of equal architectural merit. 

 

The End 


