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Appendix F

CLOSURE OF GARTLY SCHOOL CONSULATION
KENNETHMONT SCHOOL PUPILS

Pupils from Kennethmont School participated in the consultation regarding the closure
of Gartly School. The comments from the following three groups of pupils are detailed
below.

e Primary 6 and 7 pupils who previously attended Gartly School
e Primary 6 and 7 who have always been at Kennethmont School
e Primary 3-5 pupils at Kennethmont School

Primary 6 and 7 pupils who previously attended Gartly School

Advantages of the larger school

More people to get to know and play with

More friends

Different environments to explore

Different teachers to get used to

More outdoor space and playing equipment (they were thinking Kennethmont

School in comparison to Gartly School)

e Everyone was welcoming and kind (again thinking about when they first
arrived at Kennethmont School)

e Knew everyone from nursery

e Kennethmont School feels very safe and is in a quiet location

Disadvantages of a larger school
e Too many people -not sure who to choose
e Miss the wild garden, used to enjoy watching the wildlife especially the frogs
e Making dens, at Kennethmont School you don’t play with sticks
e There are lots of younger children who surround you sometimes.
e Can be crowded
o [f there are the same number of PSAs than there isn’t as much supervision
because they are looking after more people.
e Have to share things between more people therefore few things to see.

Benefits of a small school
e More room to play
e Know one another better
e Own iPad!
Get onto the play equipment

Disadvantages of a small school
¢ No-one to play with
e Limited opportunities for play - if you don’t want to play a game there is
nowhere to turn




e If you misbehave you are spotted!

e Can be lonely especially if everyone is playing a game that you don’t want to
play

e If you have an argument with a friend, there is nowhere to ‘hide’

Worries about merging with Kennethmont
e They felt no-one would notice a merger.
e Will there be enough space?

Things that excite them about merging with Kennethmont
e New pupils
e More pupils
e |t feels like this school is popular.

Comments

60% of the children who live in the Gartly area said that Gartly should be dual zoned
to give families a choice; the remaining 40% said that merger should be with
Kennethmont. They didn't like the idea that the current zone be split between the two
schools.

Primary 6 and 7 who have always attended Kennethmont School

Advantages of the larger school

More socialising

More people for friendships

If it meant a bigger building them more space; more room for more children

More classes -more subjects?

More people to chat with which means more options of who to play with and

games to join in a breaktime

e More in class group -ie in a small group you might end up being the only
person in your class

Disadvantages of a larger school
e Teachers have more to do therefore less attention
e Not as much help, staff are split with others to help
e More crowded, busier, more people to share the space with
e Could be more intimidating for those who like their own space
e You could feel lost

Benefits of a small school
e Can get more help and support therefore get through work faster
e Known and less likely to be ‘lost’
¢ Know where everything is
e Fewer names to remember
e Easier for staff because fewer children for them to split their time between
e Less pressurising for all




Disadvantages of a small school
e Not many people to talk to
e No-one to play with unless you follow the crowd
e You might become bored of the same people
e Could be lonely
e Building is busier, could this be a safety risk ie if there was a fire would the
building be emptied quickly enough!

Worries about merging with Kennethmont
e Will there be enough toilets and room generally as school gets bigger?

They also said that they wanted to make sure that the two schools became one (it
wasn’t really a worry more an observation that they would like known)

Things that excite them about merging with Kennethmont
e Friends stay

More friends/ lots of friends

It would be very nice, and they want more ‘nice’.

Seeing different people

Comments

Half the children who live in the Kennethmont area said that they would welcome
Gartly School merging with Kennethmont School; the remainder said that they thought
the solution was to dual zone Gartly and give families the choice.

Primary 3-5 pupils at Kennethmont School.

Advantages of the larger school

Make new friends

Great to have a big school — more friends and more of everything!
Learn new things from each other

More choice of people to play with.

Disadvantages of a larger school
e We will need more ‘stuff’ — chairs/tables etc.
Might be crowded in the corridor
Staff would have to work even harder to keep us safe
Would we get more space if it was too big?

Benefits of a small school
e Know each other
¢ We have enough things (resources) to share
e Less crowded
e Everyone is known
e Know where everything is
e Teachers really know you.




Disadvantages of a small school
e Someone could be left out
e Not much money to spend on the things we need
e Fewer friends which might mean no-one to play with

Worries about merging with Kennethmont
e Worried whether it might be scary having lots and lots of people
e Would new people be kind or not?
e | might be nervous of making new friends
e There might be naughty people who make it harder for everyone.
e Would I lose some of my friends?
e If school got very big then it might become loud and crowded.

Things that excite them about merging with Kennethmont
e Meeting new people
e Games will be bigger which might make them more fun
e Excited to meet and see new people
e Might meet up with old friends from when | was younger

Primary 3 — 5 felt that they didn’t really want school to get lots bigger but neither did
they want it to become smaller (the Head Teacher thought their vision was academy
sized!). They feel that there are lots of resources and things for everyone at present
and that this is a good thing.

Comments

Within this group there was a greater spread. 35% said that they would be in favour
of merging with Kennethmont; 5% merging with Rhynie; 18% said that splitting the
catchment area was the best option and 41% think that it should be dual zoned
allowing families the choice.

Additional Comments

The children who had originally been at Gartly also said that they thought it was a good
thing that they came to Kennethmont first before Rhynie because they knew lots of the
children from nursery. They said that Kennethmont is fun, there is plenty of exercise
and fresh air. They also said that Gartly and Kennethmont weren’t separated but able
to play together and know one another from the first day. They found Rhynie harder -
it was noisy and they felt more nervous there.

They wanted to say that they don’t want Gartly knocked down; they would rather it
rotted away and they would like the things inside to be saved.



