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APPENDIX Al

Proposed Merger of Foveran School and Tipperty School

Foveran School — Pupil Feedback from Merger
Feedback gathered on 29 November 2024

We spent some time as a whole school discussing the merger proposal. | had let
children and families know on Friday the 22 November 2024, that we would be doing
this and that by giving families a week, they would have a chance to discuss this with
their children. This has been a topic of discussion for some time now, we had some
pupil engagement before an earlier meeting and most of the children had a tour of
Tipperty with their families.

What is below is a list of the points the children raised as part of our discussion.

Things

children are excited about/see as an opportunity

Things

Opportunities to make new friends

Football at Tipperty would be more fun and relaxed (we have to be very careful
at Foveran as our playground is right next to a road.

A chance to work with other teachers/staff

A chance to experience a new school will make moving to the academy easier.
A bigger playground/basketball pitch

We will be the first Aberdeenshire School to do this — fun to be unique

P.E will be easier as we would not have to walk to the hall

More equipment and resources if we join schools

Being on a bus is a chance to chat to friends before school which is fun (from
current transport children)

A bigger library and access to more books

More space for learning and to spread out

More space at lunchtimes

It helps keep Tipperty school going if we join together.

children are unsure or worried about

Having friends and family in a different building — making new friends can be
scary.

Is the bus/transport going to be safe and eco-friendly?

Some worry that Tipperty School is too close to the big road. Footballs could
be kicked onto it and the gap in the road is dangerous for turning.

Could they be late to school if they are on the bus — what if they miss the bus?
Younger children may miss having older children as buddies

We like the small building we have; it would be sad to have change and we
could get lost in the bigger building.

We might lose some children/staff if they do not like it.

Some people might not see the positives for the worry about what might not
be good.
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Tipperty School — Pupil Feedback from Merger
Feedback gathered November 2024

Statements in bold were selected by a group of pupils.

Positives

Being able to ask if the other children need help.

Playing new games in the playground.

We could have a football team.

You might be able to help your friends.

Some games easier to play as more players eg rounders.
Sharing ideas with new friends.

At sports day | will be able to race with people my own age.

| will get to play with more people.

More people to work with in working groups.

For Christmas show there will be more people to take part.
We could maybe organise a gala.

Making more friends.

We will meet some new teachers.

There will be more team members to earn house points.
More people to play with at playtime.

If you have more friends you can play with them and talk to them.

Questions

Can | sit with my friends from another class at lunchtime?

What time will school start?

What time will break be?

What time will lunch be?

Will the school logo change?

What classes will be in both buildings?

We have lots of school trips at Tipperty. Will this still happen next year?
Will the school Green Flag totals merge?

How will buddying or transitions work?

Will | still get help when | am stuck if there are more pupils to teach?
Will there be a gardening group for all pupils in both buildings?

Will we still get house points and tokens?

Will the name of the school change?

Will there be new uniforms to wear?

What will happen for eating lunch? Is there a hall to eat in in the other
building?

How many more children will there be in my class?

Who will get to decide the new school’s name?
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Other considerations

Name of school — community member has highlighted “Foveran and Tipperty”
spells FAT school

Can pupils who don’t currently take the bus for Tipperty access the bus to the
new school?

Bus Travel-Feedback from pupils at Tipperty

Positives

They come to your house and take you to school.

There is a nice bus driver.

You can enjoy your bus journey.

It is interesting to see everything out of the window.

You can spend some time with friends.

My mum does not have to drive me - My parent does not have to pay for fuel.
Less impact on global warming.

Being safe - not crossing roads to walk to school.

You can talk to your friends on the bus.

Considerations

Buses can break down.

You might miss the bus.

You need a sticker on the bus to say “no eating” in case people are sick on
the bus.

One pupil suggested that a large bus may tip over (not a current bus pupil).
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