
Appendix 4 

Education & Children’s Services 

Relocation of Peterhead Academy 

Summary Responses 

1. SECONDARY PUPIL ENGAGEMENT 

The current Peterhead Academy is going to be rebuilt in another part of 
Peterhead. The new school will open in August 2025 which means that some 
of you will have already finished secondary education. Even if you will have 
finished, you will have a chance to say what you think the new Peterhead 
Academy will be like.  

One of the things we have to do when we are thinking about building or 
moving a school, is to talk to all of the children who will go to the school to find 
out what they think about it. We will also ask all the parents/careers what they 
think too, but this is your chance to tell us about it.  

1. What do you think might be some of the good things about a new 
secondary school? 

2. What do you think might be some of the bad / not so good things about 
the new secondary school? 

3. What might the advantages and disadvantages be of the new location 
at Kinmundy? 

4. Is there anything that worries you about the new secondary school? 
5. Is there anything that you are excited about at the new secondary 

school? 

Summary of secondary pupil responses:

In total 622 pupils have responded to the Pupil Questions Survey. The 
comments have been categorised, counted and some examples are listed in 
the below table. 

Some comments have been discounted and put into ‘No comment’ category 
due to inappropriate or abusive language being used. 

 Count Comments 

Q1 298 Improved condition – cleaner, nicer, better toilets, no mould, no 
rats and mice, working heating, building not falling apart, walls 

226 Improved learning environment – new and better classrooms, 
facilities, equipment, resources and technology, new departments 
and faculties, improved PE 

95 New – new start, new and modern school, motivating, presentable, 
better grades, may improve reputation 



54 Size – bigger, big area, more classrooms, more places to sit 

42 No comment 

31 Might attract more good teachers 

16 Improved dining and social spaces – more space and seats for 
lunch, improved canteen, better food, vegetarian options, pupils 
not seating on floors  

13 Nothing 

13 Don’t know  

11 Distance – closer to home, closer for some people 

8 Safety – safer, no broken and dangerous things 

7 Social aspect – new and more friends 

18 Other – better uniform, location, beside houses, accessible, Co-op, 
new things to try, not too far from town centre, taking bus, won’t be 
there, people may look after it, increased attendance 

Q2 131 Limited dining options – no shops nearby, away from community 
for lunch, away from Morrisons, Zanres or Subway, can’t go 
downtown for lunch 

103 Transition anxiety – unknown location, can get lost, new layout, 
everything new, need time to get used to, difficult to find classes, 
some pupils may struggle, stressful, moving everything will not be 
easy, new travel routes 

61 Distance – can’t walk home, takes ages to get there, further away, 
some people won’t get in, harder to travel/access, more travel, not 
many people live close by, further away from current academy 

60 No comment 

58 Location – bad location, inconvenient location, not in good area,  

53 Away from the town centre – far from community centre, 
businesses and other facilities 

49 Insufficient size – too many people, may be smaller, not as big as 
current academy, not enough space for all activities, facilities and 
resources, lack of some facilities  

49 Behaviour at the new site – people treating it badly, people/pupils 
will vandalise it and may ruin it, it will get wrecked, littered and dirty 
quite soon, misbehaviour 

23 Timeframe – should’ve been built sooner, built too late, it will take 
a while to build, I won’t be there, I won’t benefit from it 

22 Nothing 

21 Don’t know  

4 Bullying – might be more bullies, fights 

6 Other schools in the building – might be difficult to have other 
primaries on the site, not good idea having primary and secondary 
children on one site, no one gets along, may be harder for children 



with additional needs 

5 Everything 

2 Town centre impact – taking away business from town centre 

3 Too big 

56 Other – close to primary schools, expensive shops nearby, 
expensive canteen, worse swimming pool, too expensive, will take 
money out of education, drugs, harder, pupil behaviour around the 
residential area, littering the area, unfair rules, people, toilets, 
harder access to the theatre, uniform, losing historical value 

Q3 Advantages 

89 Distance – closer to some, many people can walk, easy to get, 
some won’t have to travel

35 Location – more accessible, away from traffic, nearby houses, 
good location when town expands, change of space, good rural 
location, better community, big site, nicer area, less crowded area, 
next to football pitches

29 Improved learning environment – better environment, better 
facilities, equipment, resources and technology, better PE 

30 Size – fits more pupils, large space, open area, bigger building, 
more room 

27 New – new start, new school, new place, new equipment and 
resources, possibly improved reputation 

19 Improved condition – fresh, clean, nicer, no mice, no mould 

6 Away from the town centre – easier to access, not near busy 
street, less littered town centre, take away mess from town centre, 
better for public 

4 Dining options – away from junk food places, healthier eating, 
different lunch options 

3 Might attract more teachers 

18 Other – closer to other areas, safer, won’t share with community 
centre, beside Asda, Co-op, McDonald’s, less traffic from town, 
more money for school  

Disadvantages 

171 Distance – further away for some, further away from current 
school, long walk for a lot of people, some may not get to school, 
harder for people without car 

161 Limited dining options – far from shops, no shops, lack of places to 
eat, away from places to get lunch, no food shops around, too far 
from town centre to go for lunch, no Morrison’s, Zanras or Subway 
bakers 

69 Away from the town centre – not near to town, not beside town 
centre, less shops, far from shops, can’t go downtown, far from 
local business, away from everything, not central, not near down 
the road, not near any shops 

46 Location – not good to access, most people will have to get 



busses, people may get lazy as they walk less, current location is 
good, near elderly people, need to organise busses for people, 
people having to use transport, people having to travel, hard to 
commute, harder to get to, not easy/quick access, near busy road, 
busy, no drop off points 

28 Transition anxiety – people will have to find their way around, 
unknown location, harder to get, people might not know where it is, 
have to get used to it, not knowing where classes are, people may 
get lost, new floorplans 

15 Town centre impact – decrease in local business, local shops can 
suffer, may lose money, bad effect on local business 

5 Insufficient size – smaller, less space, not as much space, tight on 
space, small land 

35 Other – worse place to be, may lose the community theatre, 
destroying pitches, people not able to play football, bullying 
primary pupils, beside the ring road, next to primary schools, pupils 
smoking or taking drugs in child friendly area, people, people from 
other schools, bigger school, too big, not big enough to keep all 
pupils at breaks and lunch times 

Other 

66 No comment 

48 Don’t know 

8 Won’t be there 

1 Don’t care 

Q4 226 No 

74 No comment 

52 Won’t be there 

40 Limited dining options – overcrowded canteen due to nowhere else 
to go for lunch, getting food, lack of food places, no shops, no 
Morrison’s, Zanres, just Co-op, no places to go for food 

40 Behaviour at new site – will become a mess, may turn out the 
same as it is, will get trashed, may get destroyed quickly, people 
won’t treat it well, people are going to vandalise it, pupils won’t 
care about it 

40 Transition anxiety – getting lost, can’t get to it easily, finding 
classes, hard to get to, hard to know where to go, difficult to get 
used to it 

18 Distance – far away, further away, having to walk, longer distance 
to walk, having to walk or drive further 

17 Location – in the middle of nowhere, right to houses, site not 
convenient, roads need greater improvement, cycling to get there 

12 Don’t know 

10 Insufficient size – not enough space for all classrooms, smaller 
than current school, less space, could be smaller, may fit less 



pupils 

7 Mixing different schools – no one will get along, bring together 
secondary, primary and nursery pupils, Anna Ritchie School not 
coping with environment 

6 Transport – busses, having to travel by bus, being transported, 
traffic 

4 Away from the town centre – away from shops, away from bus 
station, away from Morrison’s and Queens Street, away from 
downtown 

4 Bullying – kids getting bullied 

3 Too big – could be bigger, may be too big 

2 Everything 

47 Other – beside McDonald’s, unisex toilets, cost, effect on local 
business, smokers, littering residential area, kids may vandalise 
area, it may not be built at all, won’t be ready in time, moving 
community centre, away from community centre, no pool, other 
facilities on site, it will change the community, can be worse, lack 
of teachers 

Q5 199 No 

79 No comment 

128 New better school – better environment, new start, it will be new, 
new building, design, layout, modern, bright, better interior and 
exterior, better experience and education for younger children, new 
subjects, different place 

111 Won’t be there 

57 Improved condition – clean, cleaner, no rats, no mice, working 
heating, warmer, no dump, no mould, clean toilets, no leakages, 
walls without holes, less disgusting, new paint

52 Improved facilities and equipment – new and better facilities, 
equipment and resources, better classrooms, better access, new 
computers and technology, PE facilities 

7 Don’t know 

5 Bigger 

3 Might attract more teachers 

3 Distance – closer to my house 

2 Everything 

16 Other – will be good for the next generation, should’ve been built 
sooner, more people and friends, no bullying and smoking, near 
McDonald’s, it may have primary school, good progression for 
town 



2. PRIMARY PUPIL ENGAGEMENT 

The secondary school that you will be going to is going to be rebuilt in another 
part of Peterhead. The new school will open in August 2025 which means that 
some of you will go to the new school when it is built, and some of you will 
have already finished secondary education. 

One of the things we have to do when we are thinking about building or 
moving a school, is to talk to all of the children who will go to the school to find 
out what they think about it. We have also asked all the parents/careers what 
they think too, but this is your chance to tell us about it.  

what they think too, but this is your chance to tell us about it.  

1. What do you think might be some of the good things about a new 
secondary school? 

2. What do you think might be some of the bad / not so good things about 
the new secondary school? 

3. What might the advantages and disadvantages be of the new location 
at Kinmundy? 

4. Is there anything that worries you about the new secondary school? 
5. Is there anything that you are excited about at the new secondary 

school? 

Summary of primary pupil responses: 

4 collective responses have been received from Buchanhaven, Clerkhill, 
Meethill and St Fergus Schools and the results are listed below:  

Buchanhaven School 

Comments 

Q1 cleaner, newer toilets; bigger, more space; better quality resources; more 
technology; more heating; location is easily accessible for everyone; modern 
building; sanitary & clean; better sports facilities; larger theatre for 
performances 

Q2 longer to travel; hard to get used to; transition sessions harder to get to 
because of distance; if built on DP pitches it could get muddy 

Q3 advantages: healthier – no access to unhealthy foods ie: chip shop  

disadvantages: far away for some pupils; families who don’t have a car may 
struggle; less trade for local cafes/shops 

Q4 older siblings can’t give you advice about layout; worried about getting lost; 
scary having something unfamiliar; classes/timetables could change when 
moved buildings; no longer beside Catto Park for sports 

Q5 new technology; shops on campus; new toilets; meet new people; pupils 
feeling happier; more secure/safe; less crowded; more car parking 



Clerkhill School 

Comments

Q1 everything would be new; planned out better; more space; well built; cleaner 
and warmer; more modern; safer; football pitches next to it/ better sports 
ground; better condition of building; could be made bigger to hold more 
people; it will be easier for the people who live close to it; better education – 
happy teachers; better equipment; better for disabled/dyslexic people as the 
equipment will be modern; lockers; swimming pool; cafes on sight; big 
carpark; music department will be better; elevators; big halls; better internet; 
library; safer location – not so busy; more technology; vending machines 

Q2 not a lot of shops nearby for lunch time; businesses will lose money, 
because nobody will go to their shops; houses might put in complaints; less 
space for football and other clubs; hard for some people to walk to; rubbish 
will go into the claymore houses; nowhere for people to go sledging; far 
away from food places; no open classrooms; the noise might be annoying for 
houses; cost a lot of money to build; will we lose the community centre?; 
people don’t like change; how long will it take to build?  will we even get to 
go to it?; security?; everyone will want to go – will it be big enough? 

Q3 advantages: close to co-op; close to some houses; better wi-fi; learning will 
be better in cleaner classrooms; better sports facilities to make children fitter; 
safer location 

disadvantages: lack of food places; less football pitches; too far away from 
some houses; less space to walk dogs; too muddy; traffic jams; drains – 
floods?; loss of business to shops/food places down town 

Q4 further away; wouldn’t like a primary school beside them; would there be 
playground or would it still be grass?; is there enough space for all this to be 
built?; how to get there safely; fear of the unknown; potential for vandalism; 
have to build new roads for all the cars; finding our way around the new 
academy; too busy in the mornings; what are they going to do with the old 
academy?; where will the football galas go?; cost – will other services 
suffer?; will we still have a theatre for Red Brick and Panto? 

Q5 it will be new and have better facilities; close to McDonalds; how it will look; 
location; new community centre; nicer science labs; cleaner environment; 
more subject choices; mixing with kids with disabilities; no holes in the walls; 
vending machines; more clubs might be on offer; we could get a bigger 
swimming pool; new technology; better playgrounds/areas for sport 

Meethill School 

Comments 

Q1 less graffiti; less intimidating; better atmosphere; more things to learn; newer 
equipment; less crowded; more comfortable; bigger rooms; better toilets 

Q2 fewer lunch options due to lack of shops 

Q3 depends where you live – travel time; car parking / vehicle access; 
everything within the same building 

Q4 busy roads 

Q5 getting a new school; better food; closer to McDonalds 



St Fergus School 

Comments 

Q1 clean; new equipment; separate from the community swimming pool; easier 
to get to for pupils who live Kinmundy area of Peterhead; more space for 
lunch; new lockers; new school may encourage more teachers to work there 
close to Co-op shop 

Q2 far away location for some pupils; might get vandalised; far away from town 
centre; far from Morrisons supermarket; pupils might have difficulty settling 
into a new building 

Q3 pupils might get lost walking to school; busy roads with too much traffic – 
cars and school buses 

Q4 bullying; making friends; getting lost; the size of it 

Q5 clean windows; more food choices; more break/lunch opportunities; modern 
water coolers for drinking water; new sports facilities 

3. Summary 

The overall feeling is that pupils are positive about moving to the new school, 
which will be in a new, clean and modern building. With new and better 
facilities, equipment and resources pupils will get better learning environment 
and educational experience.  

The main areas of concern raised by the pupils who responded to the survey 
are no shops nearby the site to go for lunch, distance for some pupils to the 
new campus, stressful transition period and behaviour of some leading to 
damage of the new facilities. 

A number of pupils regretted they won’t get a chance to attend the new 
school, wishing it was built earlier so that they could benefit from it.   


