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1. Introduction 

1.1 A youth participation statement has been produced to demonstrate how 

Aberdeenshire Council carried out its engagement with young people and 

school pupils on the draft Play Sufficiency Assessment and provides a 

summary of the comments submitted.  The responses received on this 

engagement will be used to inform the Play Sufficiency Assessment.  A 

participation statement on the public consultation and key agencies 

engagement of the draft Open Space Audit and draft Play Sufficiency 

Assessment documents has also been produced. 

 

1.2 Additionally, a play equipment survey, with primary and secondary school 

pupils, was carried out by the council in 2022, and the results have been 

added to the issues and actions tables in Section 5. 

 

1.3 Under Section 4 of the Town and Country Planning (Play Sufficiency 

Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2023 the planning authority must consult 

with children, parents and carers, community councils, other community 

bodies or persons whom the planning authority consider should be consulted, 

and the public. 

 

1.4 This work ensures that Aberdeenshire Council complies with the Town and 

Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (legislation.gov.uk) (sections 3G and 

16D), The Town and Country Planning (Play Sufficiency Assessment) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2023 and draft Consultation on Open Space 

Strategies and Play Sufficiency Assessments Regulations (2021) by recording 

the views of children and young people on the following: 

a) Current and future requirements (scale of need). 

b) The accessibility, quality and quantity of open spaces and play spaces 

within settlements.  

c) The sufficiency of play opportunities by age and geographical area. 

1.5 The summarisation of the public comments will then allow the Lead Officer to 

review the statements in the Aberdeenshire-wide paragraphs in the Open 

Space Audit and Play Sufficiency Assessment Reports, and the Settlement 

Summaries for both documents. 

  

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/97/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2023/97/made
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2. Methodology 

2.1 Between 11 March and 3 May 2024, Aberdeenshire Council engaged with 

young people of all ages to help inform and participate in how the Local 

Development Plan will shape the spaces in the areas where they live and 

play.   A test day was also conducted with pupils in the Youth Form at Ellon 

Academy on 21 February 2024, and their results are also included in the 

survey. 

2.2 Engagement HQ was used to allow 

young people to answer the 

questions online (see Youth 

Engagement Survey at LDP 

Evidence Report Play Recreation 

and Sport | Engage Aberdeenshire 

and Appendix 1).  There were 12 

questions.  Responses were 

anonymous, to negate the need the 

need to register with an email 

address.  However, as respondents 

had to state which settlement they 

are commenting on, this was 

deemed an appropriate compromise.  

Pupils could also use the map 

function and pin their comments on a 

specific place.  

2.3 The survey was tested by members 

of the Youth Forum, who then 

answered questions put forward by 

Officers to find out what worked and where there were issues. Their 

responses were also included in the final survey. 

2.4 A single point of contact (an Education Support Officer) was used to 

disseminate the information to all the schools, Parent Boards, and pupils not 

in mainstream schools. 

2.5 For Primary Schools it was thought prudent to split engagement into upper 

and lower primary age children (0 to 4 years old and 5 to 11 years old).  For 

younger primary age children, it was anticipated that their parents would 

complete the survey as a representative of their child(ren). The School Parent 

Councils were also consulted to help circulate the survey.   

2.6 For slightly older children, it was felt that they were able to speak about their 

places of play from their own personal experience.  Teachers were 

encouraged to run through a short online survey with the children as a class 

(i.e. group).  Instructions were provided (see below) and it was anticipated 

that this exercise would take no more than 20 to 30 minutes.  

Discussing the consultation process with the Youth Forum 

https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport
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2.7 For secondary schools, pupils were asked to complete the survey in the same 

fashion as the public would complete it.  As the aim was to encourage as 

many young people as possible complete the survey, teachers were 

encouraged to have pupils complete the survey during registration or study 

periods.  

2.8 The Student Youth Forums and Pupil Participation Forums also received 

copies of the same information as well.   

2.9 Instructions and guidance were provided as part of this package sent to all 

schools.   Each packet contained:  

• A brief of the Local Development Plan and the open and play space 

assessments.  

• Instructions and notes for teachers for running the surveys in classrooms.  

• Sample text for circulation on school social media  

• 2-4 A3 posters to be put up in prominent locations within the school.  

2.10 Additionally, as many schools use social media, Teams, or Google Classroom, 

it was requested that they use these platforms to draw the attention of pupils 

and their parents to this survey.   Examples social media posts were sent to 

them.   

2.11 The Planning Policy Team advertised the survey through several posts on X 

(Twitter).  A reminder was sent to Education Support Officer to remind schools 

to complete the survey after Easter. 

2.12 The 2022 Play Equipment Survey was a digital exercise, where primary and 

secondary school pupils were asked a series on questions on the following: 

• what they do in a play park; 

• why they do not play in a play park (if relevant); 

• how they feel when at a play park (happy, bored, safe, excited, left out, 

frightened); 

• when do they go to a play park; 

• who they are with; 

• their favourite play equipment; 

• ranked their preferred play equipment (to replace existing equipment). 

2.13 Most feedback came from the primary school pupils and parents / carers (632 

responses) compared with 20 replies from secondary school pupils.   

2.14 This paper will only focus on the question relating to why young people do not 

play on play equipment, as the 2022 survey only considered play parks rather 

than all types of play spaces.  A total of 41 respondents (some covering more 

than one park) provided comments.  These will be added to the issues and 

actions tables in Section 5 under the relevant settlement.   
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3. Breakdown of responses to the 2024 Play Sufficiency Survey 

3.1 To provide an overview of who responded to the 2024 Play Sufficiency 

Survey, a summary will be provided of the following: 

a. Overview of respondents 

b. Location of respondents (by area and settlements) 

3.2 A total of 496 responses were received on the survey, during the 8-week 

consultation (and test day), which accounted for the 2 weeks over the Easter 

Holidays (30 March to 14 April).  488 digital submissions were received, and 8 

paper responses were submitted (they did not have a mobile phone during the 

test day).   

3.3 A total of 100 responses (pins) were received on the map, from 62 unique 

respondents.  These were from individuals and groups (classrooms), mostly 

in northern Aberdeenshire.  They commented on where they play or meet up, 

where they’d like to go, and any issues they may have regarding a site.   

3.4 The following provides an overview of the respondents in terms of how they 

completed the survey, their identity, and their age. 

Overview of Respondents 

3.5 Figure 1 shows that a quarter of respondents submitted their views as a 

group, with the majority submitting as an in dividual or behalf of a child.  While 

older primary school pupils were encouraged to submit their reposes as a 

group (5 to 11 years old), Table 1 shows the spread of ages that submitted a 

response as a group, which was mostly of the older age group (12 to 15).  

While some of the groupings cross two age groups, it is assumed this is 

because some of the classrooms have young or older pupils. 

 
Figure 1: Breakdown of respondents by individuals and groups (496 responses) 

 

 



 
 

6 
 

Table 1: Age of respondents who replied as a group 

Groups by age Total 

0 to 4 years 1 

5 to 11 years 30 

12 to 15 years 62 

16 to 17 years 14 

0 to 11 years 1 

5 to 15 years 10 

No answer 5 

 

3.6 Figure 2 shows how many of the different age groups replied to the survey, 

while Table 2 presents a breakdown of the different genders who responded.  

The result show that is it mostly secondary school age pupils who replied, 

either individually or as a group.  It is almost even split between male and 

female respondents, but for those who didn’t reply, they were mostly part of a 

group.  Therefore, for groups, it was not possible to record how young people 

identified themselves. 

 

Table 2: How respondents identified themselves in the survey 

Gender Total 

Male 176 

Female 170 

Transgender 3 

Non-Binary 4 

Other 2 

Prefer not to say 6 

No reply* 141 

*These were mostly group replies 

 

 

 
Figure 2: Number of respondents by age group 
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Location of respondents (by area and settlement) 

3.7 Tables 3 to 8 breakdown how many young people replied across the six 

administrative areas in Aberdeenshire.  For group submissions, each 

settlement has been identified, which may obscure the total score for each 

area. A total of 24 mapped responses with comments were received (pins), 

which were all for Fraserburgh.  

3.8 In Banff and Buchan, 57 responses out of 496 were recorded across seven 

settlements.  Only 8 were recorded from individuals (in Banff, Fraserburgh, 

and Crudie).  The remaining are group responses, mostly in Fraserburgh.  In 

addition, a total of 54 mapped responses were received on the map, mostly in 

Fraserburgh. 

Table 3: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in Banff 

and Buchan (individuals and groups) 

Banff and Buchan Survey Total Map Total 

Banff 2 0 

Cairnbulg and Inverallochy 1 1 

Crudie 1 0 

Fordyce 1 0 

Fraserburgh 51 52 

Macduff 1 1 

Rosehearty 1 1 

 

3.9 In Buchan, 151 responses were recorded across 20 settlements / localities.  

Only 19 of these responses were recorded from groups (Auchnagatt, Hatton, 

Longside, Maud, Mintlaw, Peterhead, St Combs, and St Fergus).  The 

remaining are from individuals, mostly in Mintlaw, followed by Peterhead.  In 

addition, a total of 20 mapped responses were received (pins), which were in 

Crimond, Strichen and St Combs. 

Table 4: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in 

Buchan (individuals and groups) 

Buchan Survey Total Map Total 

Auchnagatt 1 0 

Crimond 2 1 

Cruden Bay 4 0 

Fetterangus 1 0 

Hatton 5 0 

Kininmonth 2 0 

Longside 15 0 

Lonmay 1 0 

Maud 12 0 

Mintlaw 55 0 

Mintalw rural (including Stefani) 2 0 

New Deer 4 0 

New Leeds 1 0 
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New Pitsligo 9 0 

Old Deer 1 0 

Peterhead 19 0 

St Combs 7 18 

St Fergus 3 0 

Strichen 5 1 

Stuartfield 7 0 

 

3.10 In Formartine, 191 responses were recorded across 19 settlements / 

localities.  Only 19 of these responses were recorded from groups (Arnage 

School, Auchterless, Ellon, Fintry, Newburgh Tipperty, and Turriff).  The 

remaining are from individuals, mostly in Ellon and Turriff, followed by 

Newburgh.  In addition, a total of 20 mapped responses were received (pins), 

for Fyvie, Tipperty, and Turriff. 

Table 5: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in 

Formartine (individuals and groups) 

Formartine Survey Total Map Total 

Arnage School  1 0 

Balmedie 5  0 

Bereford 1 0 

Boddam  1 0 

Cuminestown 2  0 

Ellon 81  0 

Ellon, rural 1 0 

Fintry 1 0 

Foveran  1 0 

Fyvie 1  1 

Garmond 2  0 

Kirkton of Auchterless  4 0 

Methlick 1 0 

Millbrex  1 0 

Newburgh 12 0 

Tarves  1 0 

Tipperty 4  1 

Turriff 72  18 

Ythanbank 1  0 

 

3.11 In Garioch, 31 responses were recorded across 14 settlements / localities.  

Only 6 of these responses were recorded from groups (Cullerlie, Echt, 

Garlogie, Inverurie, Kemnay, Kintore, and Midmar,).  The remaining are from 

individuals.  In addition, two mapped responses were received (pins), which 

was for Echt. 
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Table 6: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in 

Garioch (individuals and groups) 

Garioch Survey Total Map Total 

Cullerlie  1 0 

Daviot 1 0 

Dunecht 1  0 

Echt 4 2 

Garlogie  1  0 

Inverurie 4  0 

Kemnay 1  0 

Kintore 3 0 

Kirkton of Skene 1  0 

Logie Durno / Estate 6  0 

Midmar 1  0 

Sauchen  1  0 

Westhill  2 0 

Whiteford 7  0 

 

3.12 In Kincardine and Mearns, 21 responses were recorded across 10 

settlements. 17 of these responses were recorded from groups.  The 

remaining are from individuals in Stonehaven.  No responses were recorded 

on the map. 

Table 7: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in 

Kincardine and Mearns (individuals and groups) 

Kincardine and Mearns Survey Total 

Auchenblae 2 

Drumlithie 1 

Fordoun 1 

Inverbervie 1 

Johnshaven 1 

Laurencekirk 1 

Marykirk 1 

Newtonhill 1 

Stonehaven 14 

Inverbervie 1 

 

3.13 In Marr, 45 responses were recorded across 17 settlements / localities.  14 of 

these responses were recorded from groups (Aboyne, Balogie, Birse, Cairnie, 

Finzean, Inchmarlo, Huntly, Kincardine O’Neil and Largue). The remaining are 

from individuals, mostly in Huntly. No responses were received on the map. 
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Table 8: Number of responses recorded within each settlement in Marr 

(individuals and groups) 

Marr Survey Total 

Aboyne 4 

Alford 1 

Ballogie 2 

Banchory 3 

Birse 1 

Cairnie, Huntly 1 

Clatt 1 

Finzean 2 

Gartly 1 

Inchmarlo 1 

Insch 1 

Kincardine O’Neil 2 

Largue 1 

Lumsden 1 

Huntly 30 

Tarland 1 

Tullyness 1 
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4. Analysis 

4.1 A total of 496 responses (from individuals and groups) plus 60 comments on 

the open space map were received over the 8-week period, which provides 

valuable insight into what young people think of these open spaces, and 

especially for the older age group. This is because the draft Open Space Audit 

identified that most play spaces are designed for younger people aged 0 to 11 

years.  Comments were received on approx. two-thirds of the settlements 

listed in the Open Space Audit and Play Sufficiency Assessment, which will 

help to identify local demands on play, recreation and sport.   

4.2 Although head teachers were informed of the forthcoming consultation, the 

lower-than-expected response rate is not surprising given that the 

consultation was undertaken over the Easter period and before school exams.  

However, it was necessary to undertake this engagement to ensure the timely 

production of the Play Sufficiency Assessment, and Open Space Audit that 

would be used to inform the Evidence Report of the next Aberdeenshire Local 

Development Plan 

4.3 The following paragraphs provide further information on young peoples’ views 

on the quality of their open spaces by disabilities, age, and geographical area. 

It will be used to show what the current and future requirements are for open 

spaces and play spaces for the Open Space Strategy.  These requirements 

will be added to the Open Space Audit as a new section. 

Characteristics and needs of different abilities and needs  

4.4 Figure 3 shows that most of the young people who responded do not have a 

disability, but there are 36 respondents who responded saying they do. 

 

Figure 3: Number of young people with a disability 

4.5 The most common and relevant issues to their needs that young people 

highlighted were the following: 

a) More toilets in larger settlements (not concentrated) 
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b) Longer toilet opening hours 

c) More lighting 

d) Sheltered seating / areas, especially in winter (cold) 

e) Walking trail (wheelchair / trike accessible) with play facilities for all 

abilities and ages. 

f) Inland places lacking natural areas for play 

g) Can’t get to places on their own 

h) It is untidy (dog fouling, litter or vandalism) 

Characteristics and frequency of use 

4.6 This section shows what young people do when they meet up or play and how 

frequently they do this.  

 

Figure 4: Where young people meet up or play 
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4.7 Figure 4 shows where most of the respondents say they meet up or play, 

which is mostly in informal places – grassy amenity areas and public parks.  

Formal play parks come third, followed by outside shops and playing fields.  

This would be expected for older children, who were the most common 

respondents (aged 12 to 15).  Formal sports areas are least used, but this is 

expected as they are for organised sports than meeting up.  Other places 

were outside their house, and other sports and recreation centres. 

4.8 Figure 2 above shows the ages of the respondents, which were mostly in the 

12 to 15 age category.  Figure 4 and Table 9 shows the frequence of play by 

age and gender, where stated by respondents.  It shows that for all ages and 

genders, most young people play around 2 or 3 times a week, with those aged 

12 to 15 playing most frequently, especially at weekends (could be organised 

sports / games).  

 Table 9 Frequency of play by age and gender (male and female) 

Frequency Male 
(all) 

Male 
5 to 11 

Male 
12 to 15 

Male 
16 to 17 

Female 
(all) 

Female 
5 to 11 

Female 
12 to 15 

Female 
16 to 17 

Every day (7 
days a week) 

17 4 13 0 7 1 5 1 

Every day after 
school 

11 3 8 0 6 3 3 0 

Weekends only 13 2 11 0 24 3 21 0 

2-3 times a 
week 

86 14 59 13 82 14 50 17 

Once a week 20 3 16 1 25 0 23 2 

Occasionally 15 4 10 1 11 2 9 0 

Don’t hang out 5 0 4 1 10 0 9 1 

Never 5 2 3 0 5 0 5 0 

TOTALS 172 32 124 16 169 23 125 21 
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Figure 5 How often do young people meet outdoors with friends or to play 

Young people’s views on their enjoyment of open spaces 

4.9 How much young people like or enjoy their open spaces is shown in Figure 6 

and Table 10, which scores their comments into poor, alright and good.  

Figure 5 shows the overall score, and Table 10 breaks this down into male, 

female and groups. 

4.10 It is welcoming that less than a fifth of young people regard open spaces as 

poor, often due to lacking play equipment for older children.  Most sites were 

considered alright, as they were mostly designed for younger children, had 

litter, or users felt intimidated from older teenagers.  Therefore, there is 

potential to improve people’s perception of their open spaces.  Sites that 

scored well was often due to them being spacious, safe, and close to natural 

spaces. 
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Figure 6: Summary of young people’s views on the quality of open spaces 

Table 10 How much individuals and groups like their open spaces  

Score Males Key comments Females Key comments Groups Key comments 

1 (Poor) 18 Boring 26 Boring 40 Boring, lacks play 
equipment, muddy, 
no shelters, too many 
houses and no open 
spaces for play 

2 
(Alright) 

85 OK, but 
intimidated by 
gangs 

75 Want more 
variety of play 
equipment 

52 Need transport, 
gangs, need more 
equipment (e.g. 
astroturf, zip lines 
and skatepark) 

3 
(Good) 

69 Big and open 70 Spacious 57 Safe, fun natural 
spaces, big open 
spaces 

 

4.11 The following summarises the most common themes /key comments the 

young people had to say about their open spaces.  Comments on 

geographical needs and characteristics are discussed in section 5 below.  

• Key comments on sites scoring poorly: 

o Not much to do – spaces are either designed for young children or 

those with specific interests (e.g. skateboarding) 

o Muddy. 

o Vapes and litter. 

o No shelter from rain and cold. 

o Boring. 

o Too many houses and not enough open spaces. 

o Feel intimidated by older teenagers. 

o Wide and open (barren). 

o Tennis / basketball courts in poor condition. 

Poor
17%

Alright
43%

Good
40%

Quality of open spaces
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• Key comments on sites that were considered alright: 

o Good spaces, but limited play facilities. 

o Difficult to control more than one child or a football where spaces 

are not enclosed. 

o Poor maintenance. 

o No new equipment added – suggested basket swings, bigger 

swings, and zip lines. 

o Plant more trees in grassy areas. 

o Make them look brighter. 

• Key comments on sites that were considered good: 

o Big spaces to meet friends and play sports. 

o Clean. 

o Woods are great for dens and hide and seek. 

Young people’s views on the quality of open spaces 

4.12 This section considers what young people like and dislike about the places 

they meet up or play at, which are presented in Figures 6 and 7.  

Respondents were given a selection of answers, and they could choose more 

than one. 

4.13 The most common answers young people said that they liked about the open 

spaces that they go to are: 

1. That they live near to open spaces and are easy to get to.   

2. That they like to play football and ball games, and have fun. 

3. That they like having shops nearby. 

4. That they like spaces that have seating and feel safe.   

5. Many also enjoy going to natural areas, such as beaches and woodlands.  

6. Of some importance to some, is that it is quiet and has a mix of play 

equipment. 

4.14 However, the most common answers respondents said that they disliked 

about their open spaces are the following: 

1. Open spaces that are untidy with either dog foul, litter, or vandalism. 

2. That there is not enough to do. 

3. Play equipment only suiting younger children, and that is it old or worn out. 

4. Lack of seating or shelter and busy roads. 

5. Other notable concerns were not being able to get to places on their own, 

not feeling safe, adults complaining of them hanging out in a space, and a 

lack of lighting. 

Actions 

4.15 The common themes, likes and dislikes will be highlighted in the Open Space 

Audit and Play Sufficiency Assessment reports, which will also provide a brief 

overview of the youth and stakeholder engagements. 
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Figure 6: What young people like about the area(s) they meet up or play at 
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Figure 7: What young people dislike about the area(s) they meet up or play at 
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5. Issues and Actions: Characteristics and needs by geographical area 

5.1 This section highlights what the current and future requirements are likely to 

be for young people based on the answers to the survey and comments on 

the online map (pins).  It takes account of the 2022 Play Equipment survey 

(comments on play equipment) and 2024 Play Sufficiency Assessment survey.  

The issues and actions will be grouped by settlement, and will inform the 

Open Space Strategy, the Open Space Audit, the Play Sufficiency 

Assessment, and the next Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. 

5.2 The issues and actions for each settlement will be set out in a table, which is 

split in two.  Each table includes the settlement name, and what the most 

common activities young people do there (this is based on questions 6 and 9, 

and the mapped comments).  Then the first part (in blue) groups the issues 

into two sections: 

• the main issues raised by young people, from questions 8 and 10; and 

• the current and future requirements the young people believe could be 

needed in the area (based on questions 10, 11 and 12)1 and comments 

from the 2022 survey (why they don’t use the play equipment) 

5.3 The second part (in grey) considers a list of actions proposed by officers in 

response to the issues raised (i.e. the changes to be made to the Open space 

Audit / Play Sufficiency Assessment).  These are: 

• Any site changes (i.e. amend, add or remove). 

• The additional text to be added in a new paragraph called ‘Open Space 

Requirements’ in each Settlement Summary. 

• Any map changes (e.g. to the score, buffer, use, or site changes). 

  

 
1 Q6 Where do you normally meet up or play?  
Q8 How much do you like the open spaces around where you live? How would you describe them? 
Q9 What are the things you like about the area(s) where you meet up or play? 
Q10 What are things that you do not like about where you meet and play?  
Q11 How would you improve the areas where you meet up or play? 
Q12 Are there any other needs or other comments you would like to say about playing or meeting up 
within your settlement? 
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The views of young people in Banff and Buchan 

5.4 We received comments on 3 settlements from the 2022 survey (Fraserburgh, 

Fordyce, and Sandhaven), and on 7 settlements from the 2024 survey.  Two 

group sessions discussed multiple settlements (Fraserburgh, St Combs, 

Cruden Bay Cairnbulg and Inverallochy, and Fraserburgh, Crimmond and 

Rosehearty), and responses didn’t differentiate between settlements.  In these 

cases, the same response was provided to each settlement.  A total of 55 

mapped comments were received, mostly in Fraserburgh, with one each in 

Cairbulg and Inveraollochy, Macduff and Rosehearty.   

Settlement Banff – 2 responses (x1 individual, x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, woods, outside shops, football pitch, 
playing fields, skatepark 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Unwelcoming at night. 

•  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins. 

• Lack of seats and shelters. 

• Play equipment is mostly suitable for younger 
children 

• Lack of lighting in open spaces. 

• There are busy roads. 

• Need for more natural places. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating to popular areas used for 
socialising and playing sports. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night (e.g. skatepark). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide more or improve access to natural 
spaces. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Cairnbulg and Inverallochy – 2 response (x1 
group) plus x1 mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, football pitch, Playing field, Public park, 
Shops, Seating areas, and harbour/ Cairnbulg 
Point (the only map comment) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Some spaces are nice, but there is no regular 
maintenance of usable spaces. 

• Don’t always feel safe. 

• Some open spaces are untidy. 
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• Lack of lighting in open spaces. 

• There is not enough to do. 

• People complain about them hanging out. 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Update play equipment. 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas (e.g. skatepark). 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Crudie – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Playing field (behind school) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lacks play equipment – goes elsewhere (e.g. 
the beach, public parks) 

• Busy road 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Need for a seating area / shelter. 

• More play equipment for different ages 

• Access to places outside Crudie 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Crudie is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Fordyce – 2022 survey: 1 response 
        2024 survey: 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Playing field (behind school) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment is old or worn out, and only 
suitable for younger children  

• There is not enough to do 

• Untidy 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• More play equipment / a facility for different 
ages. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Fordyce is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Fraserburgh – 2022 survey: 3 responses 
 2024 survey: 50 responses (x6 individuals, x44 
groups), plus 52 mapped comments 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Grass areas, Playing fields, Outside 
shops, Play park, Public Park, Skatepark, Ride 
bikes, Woods, Football pitch, Outside shops (e.g. 
McDonalds/Tesco), Athletics track, Outside the 
sports centre and beach cafe, tennis/basketball 
court, Seating areas 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy – dog foul, litter especially, and graffiti  

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and only 
suitable for younger children  

• Limited places for play around houses (e.g. 
Westshore Gardens) 

• Don’t feel safe or appealing (unkept) 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of seating / shelter from cold and rain 

• Bored. There is not enough to do 

• Lack of lighting in open spaces. 

• Lack of natural places to play 

• Can’t play football or skateboard 

• People complain about them hanging out 

• Booking fees high for activities, e.g. football 
(there aren’t many places for teenagers that 
are free) 

• Go to Peterhead for stuff to do (cinema) 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins 
and clean graffiti  

• Some spaces are nice, but there is no regular 
maintenance of usable spaces. 

• Update / provide play equipment for 
teenagers (e.g. bigger swings, roundabout, 
replace football goals at Lochpots, swings 
and slide at Westshore Gardens, add zip 
lines, monkey bars, and sand pits) 

• More covered/ seating area (some with Wifi, 
heating) 

• More café spaces for teenagers 

• Better lighting in parks and some play parks 
to prolong the use of sports areas at night 
(e.g. skatepark). 

• More / bigger ramps for skateboarding. 

• Add an astro pitch at Fraserburgh Academy 

• Add safe spaces for young people (e.g. 
fencing, CCTV, lighting or better patrolled 
area by police) 

• There was also request for more indoor 
activities and outdoor events, such as a 
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cinema, outdoor heated pool, dirt bike track, 
trampoline park. 

• Utilise field opposite Lidl 

• Toilets (concentrated at beach / pool, Tesco) 

• Free use of football grounds. 

Pinned map comments The following issues and suggestions were put 
forward by the respondents: 

• Add benches at James Ramsey Park 
(Maconochie Road/Place). 

• Add benches at Links Recreation Park off 
South Harbour Road, and at the beach. 

• Football pitches at James Ramsey Park are in 
very poor condition with holes and uneven 
surface, especially in the boxes.  

• Fix holes in the fence and add nets to the 
football goals in James Ramsey Park. 

• Improve access into Fraserburgh Sports 
Centre. 

• Improve open space at Fraserburgh 
Academy.  Add nets to football pitches. 

• Add an astro/all-weather pitch. 

• Supports a KFC at the A98 gateway into 
Fraserburgh. 

• Meet up beneath air vents at Fraserburgh 
Sport Centre as it blows hot air. 

• Enjoy swimming in the sea. 

• Improve play areas at James Ramsey Park, 
Braes Road/Stevenson Play Park. 

• Park at Westshore Gardens has lots of 
equipment broken 

• Skate park - needs taller ramps at Links 
Recreation Park 

• Improve the grass area near Westshore 
Gardens. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • The top half of the field opposite Lidl has 
planning permission for business units. 
Remainder for retail (older planning 
application). No change proposed. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces (e.g. at 
James Ramsey Park, Pitblae, Braes Road/ 
Stevenson Play Park). 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. For example, 
bigger swings, roundabout, replace football 
goals at Lochpots, swings and slide at 
Westshore Gardens, zip lines, monkey bars, 
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sand pits, dirt bike track, trampolines (likely to 
be indoor), outdoor heater pool. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports, especially 
at the beach off Harbour Road. 

• Ensure sufficient areas for formal play across 
the town 

• Provision of outdoor café spaces 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and to feel safe. 

• Maximise outdoor spaces for events (e.g. 
cinema). 

• Review accessibility of toilets across the 
town. 

• Review demand for football grounds (all-
weather pitches) 

• Use of Wi-Fi in social spaces. 

• Improve St Modas Place amenity grass next 
to Fraserburgh South Park Primary School 

• Improve Pitblae Park play space and amenity 
grass 

• Improve the pitches at James Ramsey Park 
(e.g. fix holes around the goals). Also fix holes 
in the fence and add nets to the goals. 

• Provide an all-weather pitch at Fraserburgh 
Academy and football nets. 

• Upgrade the skate park at Links Recreation 
Park with taller ramps. 

• Improve the grass area near Westshore 
Gardens. 

Map changes • OSAFRAH028, the Play Area at James 
Ramsey Park - change its primary use from 
amenity to play park 

 

Settlement Macduff – 2 response (x2 groups) plus x1 
mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Playing fields, Play park, Shops, and 
Bowling club (the only map comment) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • There is not enough to do 

• Untidy – dog foul, litter especially, and graffiti  

• Lack of seating / shelter from cold and rain 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and only 
suitable for younger children  

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins 
and clean graffiti  

• More play equipment / a facility for different 
ages 
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• More seating areas 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Rosehearty – 1 response (x1 group) plus x1 
mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing fields, play park, Natural areas, Seating 
areas, Shops, and Harbour (the only map 
comment) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Some open spaces are untidy (dog fouling). 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and only 
suitable for younger children  

• Don’t always feel safe. 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12 
and map) 

• Provide more dog bins. 

• More play equipment / a facility for different 
ages 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

Map changes • None. 
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The views of young people in Buchan 

5.5 We received comments on 19 settlements, 3 of which were not surveyed for 

the Open Space Audit due to their small size. One group session discussed 

multiple settlements (Fraserburgh, St Combs, Cruden Bay Cairnbulg and 

Inverallochy, and Fraserburgh, Crimmond and Rosehearty), and responses 

didn’t differentiate between settlements.  In these cases, the same response 

was provided to each settlement.  A total of 20 mapped comments were 

received, mostly in St Combs, with one each in Crimond and Strichen.   

Settlement Auchnagatt – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football pitch, Playing fields, Play park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t get there on their own 

• Can’t skateboard there 

• Busy roads 

• No lighting 

• Play equipment only suits younger children  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Update play equipment. 

• Have play equipment to suit older children 

• Have more play equipment, such as a tree 
house 

• Toilets 

• Install football nets for goals 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Auchnagatt is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Boddam – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Seating area, Shops, Public Park, 
Friends House, Bus Station 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy  

• Lack of natural features 

• Busy roads 

• Not enough to do 

• Lots of empty shops 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play area for teenagers 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add play and sport equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 
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• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Crimond – 2 responses (x1 individual, x1 group) 
plus x1 mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Basketball court, Woods (Crimond tree belt) (the 
only map comment), Playing field, Play park, 
Ride a bike 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Some open spaces are untidy (dog fouling). 

• Don’t always feel safe. 

• People complain about them hanging out 

• There is not enough to do - it is nice but 
boring 

• Busy roads (A90) 

• Lack of seating 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and only 
suitable for younger children  

• Lack of accessible natural features (sand, 
rocks or trees) 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Provide more dog bins. 

• More equipment for older children 

• Providing more seating areas. 

• More natural areas 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play and sport equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as a basketball court, an adventure 
style park – bigger swings, rotating seesaw, 
climbing wall). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Cruden Bay – 4 responses (x3 individuals, x1 
group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Seating area, Play Park, Football pitch, 
Playing field, Public park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Some spaces are nice, but there is no regular 
maintenance of usable spaces. 

• Some open spaces are untidy. 

• Lack of lighting in open spaces. 

• People complain about them hanging out. 

• Provide more trees than just grassy areas 

• There is not enough to do 

• Busy roads 

• Lacks toilets 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more trees in grassy areas (assume in 
the recreation park) 

• Update play equipment (more variety). 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins. 

• Add lighting to open spaces. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

• Enhance the biodiversity of new and existing 
open spaces with more trees. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Fetterangus – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing fields 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lacks natural areas 

• There is not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more natural elements 

• More equipment for older children 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more natural features to open spaces 
(e.g. sand, rocks and/or trees). 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

Map changes • None. 



 
 

29 
 

 

Settlement Hatton – 5 responses (x3 individuals, x2 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Play park, Skateboard, Football 
pitch, Woods, Outside shops, Public park, 
Tennis/Basketball court, Quarry, School, Seating 
area  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy  

• There is not enough to do 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and some 
are only suitable for younger children 

• Lack of lighting 

• Can’t play football or skateboard 

• Waterlogged / muddy park 

• People complain about them hanging out 

• Lack of natural spaces 

• Lack of seating or places of shelter 

• Busy roads 

• Feel unsafe as teenagers hang around the 
play park 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more bins 

• Add more play and sports equipment for older 
children (tennis balls and rackets were 
suggested) 

• More natural areas 

• Improve football space - replace football nets 
(and make goals bigger). Suggest a time for 
when it opens and closes 

• Add more seating 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance and drainage of play 
spaces and parks. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision, 
including larger football goals with nets. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Kininmonth – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Woods, Play park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t get there on their own 

• Busy roads 

• Play equipment only suitable for younger 
children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• More play equipment for older children at the 
primary school, which is the only park in this 
rural area 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but Kininmonth is not included in the 
Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Longside – 15 responses (x14 individuals, x1 
group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Outside shops, Football pitch, 
Playing fields, Public Park, Play park, Woods 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy  

• People complain about them hanging out 

• Lack of natural places  

• Lack of seating / shelter from cold and rain 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

• Bored. There is not enough to do / few places 
to go 

• Can’t get there on their own 

• Can’t play football or skateboard 

• No bike racks 

• Busy road (for very young children) 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Tidy up the open space – more bins  

• Provide toilets 

• Update / provide play equipment for everyone 

• More sheltered / seating area  

• Add bike racks 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces for young children. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 
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• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Provide bike racks. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Lonmay – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Woods, Play park, Aden Country 
Park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t get there on their own – lives in the 
countryside 

• Lonmay doesn’t have any play space 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add a play area in Lonmay. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but Lonmay is not included in the 
Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Maud – 12 responses (x11 individuals, x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Public park, Play park, Football 
pitch, Woods 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t get there on their own – lives in the 
countryside 

• Lack of seating / shelter  

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

• Untidy 

• Good, but there is not enough to do 

• Busy road  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Toilets 

• Tidy up the open space – more bins  

• More sheltered / seating area  

• More play equipment for older children 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • Remove sites OSAMAUD013 and 017 as 
officers do not consider them as being open 
space and rename the last two sites to 013 
and 017. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces for young children. 
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• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Need for improved public transport / active 
travel routes to other settlements. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Provide bike racks. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • Remove sites OSAMAUD013 and 017. 

 

Settlement Mintlaw – 58 responses (x56 individuals, x2 
group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Outside Shops, Public park, Football pitch, 
Woods, Grass Areas, Basketball/Tennis Court, 
Bench/Seating area  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lack of seating / shelter  

• Lack of lighting 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

• Outdoor gym not very useful – machines too 
light 

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Good, but there is not enough to do 

• Busy roads (for very young children) 

• Can’t skateboard  

• Lack of natural features 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Toilets 

• More bins  

• More sheltered / seating areas  

• New play equipment for older children 

• More leisure facilities/free use of facilities  

• More outdoor gym equipment for using 
bodyweight. 

• Add Basketball Courts  

• More natural features 

• Facilities open longer 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • Remove sites OSAMINW011 and 030 as 
officers do not consider them as being open 
space and rename the last two sites to 011 
and 030. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 
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• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(including the potential for a skate park and 
basketball court). 

• Upgrade the outdoor gym equipment. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces for young children. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • Remove sites OSAMINW011 and 030. 

 

Settlement New Deer – 4 responses (x4 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Public park, Play park, Football 
pitch, Woods, Outside Shops, Beach, Seating 
Area,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Busy roads 

• Not enough to do  

• Untidy and unattractive 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• More bins 

• New play equipment 

• Suitable public toilet spaces 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue (e.g. parks and recreation 
areas). 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces, making 
them more attractive / appealing. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement New Leeds – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, Play park, Football pitch 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add new play equipment, such as swings. 

• Add cycle paths  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but New Leeds is not included in the 
Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement New Pitsligo – 9 responses (x9 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Woods, Public Park, Football pitch, Play Park, 
Grass Areas, Outside Shops, Beach,   

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Busy roads 

• Not enough to do  

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Play equipment is old or worn out, and mostly 
suitable for younger children  

• Lack of lighting 

• Can’t get there on their own 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• More bins 

• New play equipment and upgrade football 
pitch. 

• More sheltered / seating areas  

• Suitable public toilet spaces 

• Improve lighting in some open spaces. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces (e.g. 
upgrade football pitches). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces for young children. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Need for improved public transport / active 
travel routes to other settlements. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Old Deer – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Woods, Outside Shops, Public Park, Community 
Club 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Good, but not enough to do  

• Play equipment is only suitable for younger 
children 

• Lack of lighting  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Activities for Teenagers 

• More sheltered / seating areas 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add play equipment for older children. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Peterhead – 18 responses (x14 individuals 4x 
groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Seating area, Grass Areas, Public Park, 
Outside Shops / School, Woods, Football Pitch, 
Youth Space, Skatepark, Play Park, Basketball 
Court 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Not enough to do for teenagers 

• Lack of play parks and grass areas 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• No basketball courts 

• Open space areas are crowded / not well 
used 

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Play equipment is old or worn out and only 
suitable for younger children 

• Lack of lighting 

• Feels unsafe (local teenage gangs) 

• Lack of natural features 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Activities for older children/teenagers 

• More sheltered / seating areas 

• Add play equipment for older children 

• Add bins 

• Add lighting 

• Add toilets 

• Add security cameras 

• More maintenance to play areas 

• All weather pitch/basketball court with 
improved access times. 
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• Add wildflowers  

• Indoor park 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(including the potential for an all-weather pitch 
and basketball court). 

• Improve provision of play spaces. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Improve the biodiversity of spaces (e.g. 
wildflowers). 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

• Consider the installation of CCTV in popular 
open spaces. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement St Combs – 7 responses (2 individuals, x5 
groups) plus x18 mapped comments 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Play park, Woods, Grass Areas, Football 
pitch, Basketball Court, Outside Shops, School 
playground, Tennis Court, Golf Course, Seating 
area 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Some spaces are nice, but there is no regular 
maintenance of usable spaces. 

• Play equipment is old and worn out, only suits 
younger children 

• Don’t always feel safe. 

• Not much to do  

• Lack of lighting in open spaces. 

• Some open spaces are untidy. 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Can’t skateboard 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• No all-weather pitch 
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Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Update play equipment. 

• Add equipment/football goals for older 
children 

• Tidy up the open space – provide more bins. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces. 

• Add seats/shelters 

• Add public toilets to park and football pitch 

• Add a skatepark 

Pinned map comments • Add play equipment for older children at 
Coronation Park (suggestions were a zip line, 
skate park, upgrade the climbing frame and a 
trampoline). 

• There should be another shop 

• Improve the grounds around the Tufted Duck 
Hotel 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children at Coronation Park (including the 
potential for an all-weather pitch, ground 
trampolines, zip line, climbing frame and 
skatepark). 

• Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue (e.g. play park). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Consider the provision of toilets at Coronation  
Park and football pitch. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement St Fergus – 3 responses (x3 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football pitch, Play park, School, Beach, Seating 
Area, Grass Areas, Public Park, Basketball 
Court, Woods,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Add public toilets 

• Add more seating/shelters 

• Update play equipment 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces. 
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• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of paths (muddy) or 
add more. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Strichen – 5 responses (x5 individuals) plus x1 
mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) House, Beach, Football pitch, Beach, Grass 
Areas, Public Park, Newton Wood at Strichen 
Park (the only map comment) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Can’t play football  

• Can’t skateboard 

• Play equipment is old and worn out 

• Spaces are a bit cramped 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Flat surfaces for skateboarding   

• Add football goals 

• Upgrade/fix the play equipment  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces 
(including adding nets to football goals). 

• Add play and sport equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as flat surface for skateboarding). 

• Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Stuartfield – 7 responses (x7 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating Area, Grass Areas, Football Pitch, 
Outside Shops, Play Park, Public Park, 
Skatepark, Woods, BBQ area,   

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Public toilet opening times not long enough 

• Play equipment is old or worn out and only 

suitable for younger children 

• Not enough to do  

• Can’t play football 
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• Lack of lighting 

• Tennis courts ruined 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Longer opening hours for toilets 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add play equipment for older children 
(exercise equipment) 

• Upgrade the tennis courts 

• Add lighting 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising or playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of open spaces (e.g. 
tennis courts, nets for football goals). 

• Add play and sport equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as outdoor gym equipment, playing 
field). 

• Extend the open hours of the toilets. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

• Improve the large green space by the new 
homes (fill in holes) and make it usable. 

Map changes • None. 

 

  



 
 

40 
 

The views of young people in Formartine 

We received comments on 19 settlements, 6 of which were not surveyed for the 

Open Space Audit due to their small size. A total of 22 mapped comments were 

received, mostly in Turriff, with one each on Fyvie and Tipperty.   

Settlement Arnage School, Auchnagatt – 1 response (x1 
individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Playing Fields, Woods, Outside Shops, 
Play Park, Public Park, Football, Skateboard, 
Bike or Scooter, Garden 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Quarry activity  

• Untidy  

• Lack of natural features 

• Can’t get there on own 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Play park near the school  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but the area of Arnage School is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Balmedie – 5 responses (x5 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Seated area, Grass areas, Woods, Public 
Park, Basketball Court, Play Park, Football, 
Shops, Skateboard, Bike/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Feels Unsafe 

• Play equipment only suits younger children  

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting  

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Not enough to do  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Litter pickers/fundraisers 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong the 
use of sports areas at night. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Berefold – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Public Park, Gym 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) •  Not enough to do  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but Berefold is not included in the 
Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Cuminestown – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Woods, Online, Football, Ball Games, Shops 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Can’t Skateboard 

• Untidy 

• Lack of natural features 

• Play equipment only suits younger children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add play and/or sport equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Daviot – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football, Ball Games 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t skateboard 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• None suggested. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • None. 

Map changes • None. 

 

 

 



 
 

42 
 

Settlement Ellon – 81 responses (x78 individuals 3x groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seated Area, Grass Areas, Woods, Outside 
Shops, Car Parks, Park & Ride, Public Park, 
Football Pitch, Basketball Court, Play Park, 
Outside House, School Grounds, Skatepark, 
Gym Equipment, Bike/Scooter, BBQs 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy and vandalism 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment only suits young children and 

is old/worn out. 

• Not enough to do  

• Lack of lighting 

• Feels unsafe 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of natural features 

• Can’t skateboard there 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add lighting 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Clean up vandalism  

• Add more toilets 

• Cut the grass 

• Add bike tracks in Woods 

• Bigger football pitch 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports (e.g. at the 
Meadows). 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (including nets in football goals, grass 
cutting). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as a football cage at Castle Park, 
bigger football pitch, a bike track in the 
woods). 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 
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• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night (e.g. at Auchterellon). 

• Consider increasing the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Fintry – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seated Area, Grass Areas, Football Pitch, 
Woods, Play Park, Skatepark, Biker/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Play equipment only suits young children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Less people complaining  
 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but Fintry is not included in the Open 
Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Foveran – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Play Park, Public Park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment only suits young children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Fyvie – 1 response (x1 individual) plus x1 
mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Area, Shops 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Not enough to do  

• Untidy  

• Lack of natural features 

• Play equipment only suits young children and 

is old/worn out 

• Football pitch worn out 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add better football pitch  

• Add basketball court 
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Pinned map comments • Pitches at Fyvie Primary School need 
improved as they are not frequently cut. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (e.g. football pitch). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as a basketball court). 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Garmond – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Area, Woods, BBQs 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t play football  

• Can’t skateboard 

• Feels unsafe 

• Lack of lighting 

• Not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment/facilities 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Garmond is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Kirkton of Auchterless – 3 responses (x1 
individual x2 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Area, Woods, Outside 
Shops, Play Park, Public Park, Football, 
Skatepark, Bike or Scooter, School Playground 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seats/shelters 

• Busy roads 

• Not enough to do  

• Lack of play equipment/old worn out and only 

suits younger children  

• Lack of lighting 

• No local park  

• Old goal posts, unclear court lines & uneven 

terrain  
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• Lack of sport options 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add a play park  

• Add sports courts/more fenced off areas 

• Shops nearby  

• Safer crossings for children  

• Transport links 

• Add lighting  

• Add security cameras 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Kirkton of 
Auchterless is not included in the Open 
Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Methlick – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Area, Football Pitch, Woods, Public Park, 
Seating Area, Outside Shops, Play Park,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Play equipment only suits young children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more natural features 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision. 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Millbrex – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch,   

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) •  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more grass areas 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Millbrex is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Newburgh – 11 responses (x10 individual 1x 
group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Play Park, Beach, Woods, Football Pitch, Seated 
area, Shops, Public Park, 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment only suits young children and 
is old/worn out 

• Good, but not enough to do 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Upgrade/add more play equipment 

• Add public toilets 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add an all-weather pitch 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces (e.g. 
muddy playing field). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as an all-weather pitch). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Tarves – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Basketball Court, Grass Areas, Football Pitch, 
Play Park, Skatepark, Bike or Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Open space not well maintained 

• Play equipment only suits younger children 

• Lack of lighting 

• Not enough to do 

• Football pitches are poor quality 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add lighting 

• Regular grass cutting and repair of pitch 
surfaces 

• Add shelters 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 
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Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add shelter to popular areas used for 
socialising. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (including repairing playing field and 
grass cutting). 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night (e.g. sports area). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Tipperty – 4 responses (x3 individuals 1x group) 
plus x1 mapped comment 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Shops, Woods, Play 
Park, Skatepark, Multi use court, Tipperty 
Primary School grounds (only mapped comment) 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment only suits younger children 

• Can’t play football  

• Can’t skateboard 

• Feels unsafe 

• Noisy 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add new football goals  

• Add new play equipment 

• Add bins 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Tipperty is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Turriff – 72 responses (x63 individuals 9x group) 
plus x20 mapped comments 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Shops, Play Park, 
Public Park, River, Woods, Basketball Court, 
Beach, Seating Area, Tennis Court, Swimming, 
The Den, Woods, Bike or Scooter, Gym, BBQs, 
Tesco, School 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Busy roads 

• Can’t skateboard 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Good, but not enough to do 
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• Feels unsafe 

• Lack of lighting 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Lack of natural features 

• Expensive to play on all-weather pitch 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Make the hire of the all-weather pitch/sports 
centre cheaper/free 

• Litter picks/Add bins 

• Add more outdoor gym equipment 

• Add new play equipment for teenagers 

• Extra grass cutting of pitches 

• Add more natural features 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add toilets 

• Add CCTV for vandalism  

• Add lighting 

Pinned map comments • At the cemetery off Balmedllie Road, 
suggests a small playground or football pitch 
for kids on a random bit of grass. 

• Improve the grounds at Turriff Academy - it is 
boring with no grass or football pitches 

• The vacant land at Markethill Industrial Estate 
could be used for open space (e.g. playing 
field). 

• Improve the play space at The Den. 

• Sewage works off Deveron Road smell bad. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue (e.g. playing fields, parks). 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports (e.g. at the 
Meadows). 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (including playing fields). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as trampolines, table tennis, outdoor 
gym, astro turf, swings, slide, basketball 
court, separate park for older children). 

• Improve the provision of, or access to natural 
features (rock, sand and trees). 

• Enhance biodiversity (plant more trees) 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and deter vandalism. 
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• Consider installing CCTV to deter vandalism. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Ythanbank – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Plays indoors. 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • None reported 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• None suggested. 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • None. 

Map changes • None. 
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The views of young people in Garioch 

We received comments on 13 settlements, 4 of which were not surveyed for the 

Open Space Audit due to their small size. Ony 2 mapped comments were received 

on Echt.   

Settlement Dunecht – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Football Pitch, Play Park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lack of seating/shelters 

• The play equipment is old/worn out and only 
suits younger children 

• Not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Updated/more play equipment 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Dunecht is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Echt – 3 responses (x3 individuals) plus x2 
mapped comments 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating Area, Grass Areas, Football Pitch, 
Woods, Play Park, Public Park (the only map 
comments)  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment is old/worn out 

• Not enough to do  

• Busy roads 

• No public toilets 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Traffic calming measures through the village 

• Play equipment with a maintained walking 
trail  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add/ maintain play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as walking trail for those in 
wheelchairs). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Insch – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing fields, Woods, Outside shops, Skatepark.  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Update play equipment 

• Add lighting 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Inverurie – 4 responses (x3 individuals 1x group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating Area, Grass Areas, Woods, Outside 
Shops, Football Pitch, Public Park, Play Park, 
Skatepark, Bennachie, Bike or Scooter, BBQs 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment only suits younger children 

• Lack of lighting  

• Not enough to do  

• Busy roads 

• No toilets in public parks 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Add toilets 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Reinvent the skatepark  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve / add play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (including upgrading the skatepark). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Kemnay – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Basketball Court, Football Pitch, Grass Areas, 
Woods, Outside Shops, Play Park, Public Park, 
Skatepark, Scooter or Bike, Gym,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Doesn’t feel safe 

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting  

• Not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more ramps to the skatepark 

• Add more features to the zipwire 

• Add bins 

• Add new play equipment in the play area next 
to the school 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as adding more ramps to the 
skatepark, another zipwire, improving the 
park next to the school). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and signs to deter graffiti. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Kintore – 3 responses (x3 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Play Park, Bothie Youth Centre, 
Friends House, School, Woods, Public Park, 
BBQs 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t Skateboard 

• Lack of seats/shelters 

• The play equipment is old/worn out and only 
suits younger children 

• No toilets 
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• Untidy  

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

(e.g. in play park) 

• Lack of lighting  

• Not enough to do  

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Add lighting  

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add bins 

• More youth groups  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces. 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night (e.g. at the Bothie Toilets). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Kirkton of Skene – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Play Park, Football, Shops 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • The play equipment is old/worn out and only 
suits younger children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as a climbing area). 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Logie Durno – 4 responses (x4 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Basketball Court, Skatepark, Tennis Court, 
Football Pitch, Beach, Motocross Track, Woods, 
Play Park, Grass Areas, Bike/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Cant skateboard 

• Cant play football  

• Lack of natural features  

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• The play equipment only suits younger 
children 

• Lack of lighting 

• Untidy 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add play equipment for teenagers  

• Add a skatepark 

• More shops 

• Add more natural features 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Logie Durno 
is not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Logie Estate – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Football Pitch, Woods, Play Park, 
Tarves Community Hall, Community Campus, 
BBQs 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more natural features in woods 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size and that it is 
not within a settlement in the Aberdeenshire 
Local Development Plan, the Logie Estate is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Sauchen – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Woods, Play Park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Not well maintained 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (including public park and tennis 
courts at Millbank). 

• Add play and sports equipment for older 
children where there is an under provision 
(such as a climbing frame). 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Westhill – 2 responses (x2 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Play Park, Football, Skateboard, Bike/Scooter, 
Shops, Gym 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging about 

• The play equipment is old/worn out and only 
suits younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting 

• Not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add lighting 

• Clean the river 

• Add play equipment for teenagers  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces 
(including the watercourse). 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Whiteford – 6 responses (x6 individuals) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Woods, Grass Areas, Play Park, Public Park, 
Stream, Seating Area, Skateboard, Bike/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Busy roads 

• Cant skateboard 

• Untidy 

• Not enough to do 

• Feels unsafe 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Lack of natural features 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment  

• Add bins 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Whiteford is 
not included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Whiteford Pitcaple – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Play Park, Football,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment  

• Add bins 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Whiteford, 
Pitcable is not included in the Open Space 
Audit. 

Map changes • None. 
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The views of young people in Kincardine and Mearns 

5.6 We received comments on 9 settlements. Two group sessions discussed 

multiple settlements together (Fordoun, Laurencekirk, Auchenblae and 

Drumlithie, and Stonehaven and Inverbervie), and most of the responses 

differentiated between the settlements.  No mapped comments were received.   

Settlement Auchenblae – 3 responses (x3 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Play Park, Seating Area, Woods, 
Outside Shops, Public Park, Tennis Court, Bike 
Track, Skateboard, Bike/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Play equipment is old/worn out  

• Lack of lighting  

• Can’t skateboard  

• Grass too long in summer 

• Facilities aren’t inclusive 

• Auchenblae Den can get very wet and soggy.  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Resurface the tennis courts 

• Toilets open longer 

• Add more play equipment  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as adding a slide, skatepark 
and resurfacing the tennis courts). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider keeping the toilets open for longer.  

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Drumlithie – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Woods, Play Park, 
Public Park, Tennis/football/basketball Court,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment is old/worn  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Fix basketball nets  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces 
(including the replacing basketball nets). 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Fordoun – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing field, Grass Areas, Woods, Play Park, 
Public Park, Tennis Court 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Feels unsafe 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Not enough to do   

• Mud runs onto the tennis court (slippy) 

• Lack of a shop 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add more play equipment  

• Add football nets  

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add bins 

• Public toilet  

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces 
(including the tennis court’s surface and add 
nets to football goals). 

• Add play equipment for older children where 
there is an under provision. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Inverbervie – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Woods, Outside 
Shops, Public Park,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment only suits younger children 

• Lack of lighting 

• Not enough to do 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Fix the football pitch areas 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Improve maintenance of play spaces (such as 
fixing the penalty spots). 

• Add/ improve play equipment for older 
children. 

• Provide lighting in open/sports spaces to 
prolong their use at night, and consider 
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lighting along the path between Gourdon and 
Inverbervie 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Johnshaven – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Woods, 
Outside Shops, Play Park, Tennis Court, School, 
Skateboard, Bike/Scooter 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t skateboard 

• Feels unsafe 

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Add shelters/seating 

• Add a zebra crossing near the shop 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for play and socialising. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces, such as a zebra crossing near the 
main shop. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Laurencekirk – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing field, Grass Areas, Woods, Play Park, 
Public Park, Tennis Court, Skatepark, Outside 
shops 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add bins 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and sports. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Marykirk – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football Pitch, Grass Areas, Outside Shops, Play 
Park, Public Park, Skateboard, Bike/Scooter,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Can’t skateboard 

• Feels unsafe 

• Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting  

• Not enough to do  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add new play equipment for people with 
disabilities too 

• Add a shop 

• Add toilets 

• Add bins 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where dog fouling is 
an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Add/ improve play equipment for children with 
disabilities, as well as older children. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Newtonhill – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass Areas, Football Pitch, Woods, Skateboard, 
Bike/Scooter, Shops  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Play equipment only suits younger children 

• Not enough to do   

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add a bike track 

• Add seating 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Add/ improve play or sports equipment for 
older children (such as a bike track). 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Stonehaven – 14 responses (x4 individuals 10x 
groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating Area, Grass Areas, Outside Shops, 
Public Park, Football Pitch, Woods, Play Park, 
Skatepark, Beach, Basketball Court, Cave, 
Friends House, Tennis Court, Skateboard, 
Bike/Scooter, BBQs,  

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Lack of seating/shelters 

• Feels unsafe 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting 

• Not enough to do  

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q10 – 12) 

• Add lighting 

• Add more safe crossings 

• Add seating/shelters 

• Add play equipment for teenagers 

• Add Waterpark 

• Add bins 

• Add more toilets 

• Add an outdoor gym area 

• Bigger skatepark 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports (e.g. at the 
beach and football/playing fields). 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as a bigger skatepark, bigger 
swings, water park activities, water fountain, 
outdoor gym). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and feel safer. 

• Improve the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • None. 
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The views of young people in Marr 

5.7 We received comments on 11 settlements, 3 of which were not surveyed for 

the Open Space Audit due to their small size. Three group sessions discussed 

multiple settlements together (Finzean, Ballogie, Birse, Kincardine O’Neil and 

Aboyne, and Huntly, Clatt and Insch), but most of the responses did not 

differentiate between the settlements.  However, there was insufficient 

information to identify issues in Clatt.  No mapped comments were received.   

Settlement Aboyne – 4 responses (x1 individual, x3 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating area, football pitch, grass area, woods, 
play park, public park, library, natural features, 
outside shops, BBQ area 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Public places opening times are a problem 

• Community centre looks unwelcoming 

• Untidy and vandalism 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Lack of seating/shelter 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of opportunities 

• Can’t skateboard or play football in some 

places 

• Feels unsafe 

• Lack of natural features 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Update play equipment 

• Add equipment of older children 

• Remove vandalism 

• Add shelters 

• Add seating 

• Add toilets 

• Add a vending machine 

• Add lighting 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces, such as 
the park. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (the green is empty). 
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• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and feel safer. 

• Improve the provision of toilets in the area. 

Map changes • None. 
 

Settlement Alford – 2 responses (x2 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Outside shops, public park, play park, gym 

equipment, natural features, seating areas 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Feels unsafe (groups of teenagers) 

• Inaccessible 

• Lack of seating and shelter 

• Play equipment is old/worn out 

• Lack of equipment for older children 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Update play equipment 

• Add equipment of older children 

• Add shelters 

• Remove vandalism 

• Add seating 

• Add lighting 

• Add toilets 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports (e.g. at the 
beach and football/playing fields). 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and feel safer. 

• Consider improving the provision of toilets in 
the area. 

Map changes • None. 
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Settlement Ballogie – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football, grass areas, playing fields, woods, play 

park, public park, streets, basketball, beach, 

seating area, skatepark, tennis court, church 

grounds, gardens, swimming, bouncy/trampoline 

park, BBQ, natural features 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lack of play equipment 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Create a play park 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Ballogie is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Banchory – 4 responses (x2 individuals, x2 
groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Outside shops, public park, playing fields, grass 

areas, seating areas, woods, cafes, gym 

equipment, toilets, football, natural features 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Lack of opportunities 

• Lack of seating and shelter 

• Busy roads 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Add bins 

• Add/update equipment 

• Remove vandalism 

• Add seating 

• Add shelter 

• Add LGBTQ+ friendly spaces 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising and playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as an outdoor gym). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and feel safer. 
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Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Finzean – 2 responses (x2 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Football, grass areas, playing fields, woods, play 

park, seating area, natural features 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Lack of goal posts on football pitches 

• Play equipment is old/worn out 

• Lack of equipment for older children 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Update play equipment 

• Add goal posts to football pitches 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Finzean is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Gartly – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Beach, grass areas, playing fields, play park, 

public park, seating/shelter, play equipment, 

natural features, shops/takeaways 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Inaccessible 

• Untidy 

• Play equipment is old/worn out 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Improve accessibility 

• Add bins 

• Update play equipment 

• Add lighting 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Gartly is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Huntly – 29 responses (x23 individual, x6 
groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Playing fields, woods, play park, public park, 

community centre, ski slope, seating area, 

football pitch, grass areas, shops/takeaways, 

skatepark, tennis court, swimming pool, gardens, 

natural features, BBQ 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Feels unsafe – groups of teenagers 

• Untidy 
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• Play equipment old/worn out 

• Lack of equipment for older children 

• No toilets 

• Can’t skateboard/play football 

• Locals complain about youths using the 

space 

• Lack of seating/shelter 

• Lack of lighting 

• Lack of opportunities 

• Inaccessible 

• Busy roads 

• Grass overgrown 

• Lack of natural features 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Improve accessibility 

• Add bins 

• Update/replace play equipment 

• Add goalposts and lines at football pitch 

• Add seating/shelter 

• Add toilets 

• Add a park near the new housing 

development 

• Add lighting 

• Cut grass 

• Improve drainage 

• Remove vandalism 

• Add fences near roads 

• Improve skatepark 

• Encourage ice cream vans to visit more 

regularly 

• Add cycle track 

• Add café’s/restaurants 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add seating / shelter to popular areas used 
for socialising (including near shops) and 
playing sports. 

• Improve maintenance of play and sports 
spaces (e.g. nets in football goals and white 
outlines, grass cutting around play equipment 
– is wet and messy, vandalised shelters need 
attention). 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
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provision (such as improving the skatepark, 
adding cycle tracks in forests, monkey bars, 
zipline, roundabout, swings, trampolines, 
astro turf pitches, and upgrade equipment at 
Forgue Park).  Review need for pitches and 
courts so they are in walking distance. 

• New parks in housing developments. 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Consider fencing at parks near busy road 
(e.g. A96). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night and feel safer. 

• Improve the provision of toilets near play 
parks. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Kincardine O’Neil – 2 responses (x2 groups) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Fenced football area, Grass areas, Playing fields, 
Woods, Outside shops, Play park, Public Park 

Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Untidy 

• Locals complain about youths hanging out 

• Play equipment is old/worn out and only suits 
younger children 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of opportunities 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Update play equipment 

• Add equipment of older children 

• Add lighting 

• Add more planting (trees, bushes and 
flowers) 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Improve maintenance of play spaces, such as 
the park. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children where there is an under 
provision (such as a zipline and climbing 
frame). 

• Improve road crossing points at popular open 
spaces. 

• Adding planting (trees, bushes and flowers). 

• Provide lighting in open spaces to prolong 
their use at night. 
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Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Largue – 1 response (x1 group) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating/shelter, football, grass areas, playing 

fields, woods, shops, play park, public park, 

skatepark, bike park, gym equipment, natural 

features 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Inaccessible 

• Untidy 

• Can’t skateboard 

• Play equipment is old/worn out 

• Busy roads 

• Lack of lighting 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Improve accessibility 

• Add bins 

• Remove vandalism 

• Update/replace play equipment 

• Improve skatepark 

• Add lighting 

• Add more open space 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Noted, but due to its small size, Largue is not 
included in the Open Space Audit. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Lumsden – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Seating, grass areas, playing field, 

shops/takeaway 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Inaccessible 

• Untidy 

• Lack of play equipment for older children 

• Lack of public transport to larger settlements 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Improve accessibility 

• Improve public transport links 

• Add bins 

• Add equipment for older children 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Add more bins to sites where litter / dog 
fouling is an issue. 

• Add/ improve play and sports equipment for 
older children. 

• Improve accessibility for wheelchair users. 



 
 

69 
 

• Need for improved public transport / active 
travel routes to other settlements. 

Map changes • None. 

 

Settlement Tarland – 1 response (x1 individual) 

Common activities (Q6 + 9) Grass areas, shops, play park, public park, 

football 
Issue(s) (Q8 + 10) • Inaccessible 

Current and future 
requirement(s) (Q11 – 12) 

• Improve accessibility 

Action(s) required to the Settlement Summary (youth engagement only) 

Site changes • None. 

Open Space Requirements • Review active travel links from homes to 
Tarland Show Ground. 

Map changes • None. 
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Appendix 1 – Survey Questions 

 

The following shows the engagement with young people on the new Local 

Development Plan.  Below is a letter that was sent to all schools should pupils 

participated in a classroom exercise.  The same questions were published in the 

online survey. 

Dear Teachers of Aberdeenshire Pupils,  

Thank you for helping us engage young people on open and play space in 

Aberdeenshire. This exercise will provide instruction on how to run the survey with 

your class as a group.   

Aberdeenshire Council’s Planning Authority are producing a Play Sufficiency 

Assessment, which examines:  

• how many play spaces we have,   

• how often they are used,   

• and whether we have enough spaces for children and teenagers to play and 

meet up.    

Aberdeenshire Council has already visited all the open spaces we think young 

people would use across 90 settlements to assess their quality.  What we do not 

know how often these spaces are used, which spaces are the most popular, are do 

people avoid certain spaces due to safety concerns, vandalism or it is too far away.    

We are seeking the views of young people on where they like to play games or sport 

and meeting each other. This could be in a play park, woodland, a kickabout space 

or other outdoor space to play or meet up.    

To help us identify if our play spaces are sufficient, we want to know:    

• Where they play / meet up  

• How they play / meet up  

• Where they would like to play / meet up  

• Why they don’t play / meet up  

Therefore, we want to hear about the places you go to visit, play or hangout so we 

can plan for the future.     

The goal is to have pupils think about where like to go to play or meet up outside 

when they are not at home or school and then complete our short survey and map 

exercise. The exercise will have two parts:  

• First will be the survey which the class will complete as a group  

• Second will be a map exercise where pins can be dropped to highlight specific 

issues.  

This exercise will be available to complete from March 11 to May 3, 2024.  
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How to reach the survey  

To reach the survey page please visit: https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-

evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport. Scroll down to the bottom of the page and 

select the survey titled ‘Engagement on open space in your settlements’.   

Completing the survey  

The entire list of survey questions have been printed below for you. We ask that you 

take the time as you feel fit to run through the questions one by one with your class 

and have discussions with them about each of the questions.   

Most questions on the survey will let you select multiple answers and provide an 

‘Other’ option which will allow you to fill in answers that may not be on the provided 

list.   

1. Are you completing this survey on your own or in a group? Parents and carers 

responding on behalf of a child or young person should select ‘Child or pupil’. 

(Choose any one option) (Required)   

• As a child or pupil   

• As a group – This will be the option to select for running the survey as class.  

  

2. Which of the following age brackets applies to you? Parents and carers 

responding on behalf of a child or young person should select the relevant age 

bracket. (Required) You can select multiple brackets if you are in a group.  

• 0-4  

• 5-11  

• 12-15  

• 16-17  

  

3. Please give us the name of the village / town (or nearest place) so we know 

which area in Aberdeenshire your answers relate to. (Required)  

 

In many cases this will be the settlement where the school is located, but if some 

pupils might be from outwith the settlement, you can put those settlements here as 

well.  

  

4. Do you have any disabilities that affect your play? Parents and carers responding 

on behalf of a child or young person should select all that applies. (Choose any 

one option) (Required) For a group response, select all that apply.  

• No   

• Yes, mobility (for example walking or gripping)   

• Yes, seeing   

• Yes, mobility and seeing   

• Prefer not to say   

• Other (please specify)  

  

5. Where do you normally meet up or play? You can select as many as you like. 

(Choose any 13 options) (Required) For a group response, select all that apply.  

https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport
https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ldp-evidence-report-play-recreation-and-sport
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• Basketball court   

• Beach Bench / seating area   

• Fenced football area   

• Grass areas   

• Playing fields   

• Woods   

• Outside shops   

• Play park   

• Public Park Skatepark   

• Tennis court   

• Other (please specify)  

 

6. How often do you meet each other or play outdoors? (Choose any one option) 

(Required) For a group response, select all that apply.  

• Everyday after school and on weekends (7-days a week)   

• Everyday after school (park or sports) Weekends only 2 or 3 times a week   

• Once a week   

• Never Don't hangout or play outside   

• Other (please specify)  

  

7. How much do you like the open spaces where you live? How would you describe 

them?   

  

8. What are things that you like about the area(s) where you meet up or play? You 

can choose as many as you like. (Choose any 17 options) (Required)   

• Can play football and ball games   

• Can skateboard, ride a bike or scooter   

• It feels safe.   

• It has covered seating / shelter   

• It has a mix of play equipment.   

• It has gym equipment.   

• It has natural features like beaches, trees and rocks.   

• It has seating areas.   

• It is clean and tidy.   

• It is easy to get into.   

• It is fun.   

• It has quiet places to meet with friends.   

• It is near where I live.   

• There are toilets.   

• There is a place for BBQs / fire pits   

• There is food (shops / takeaway) nearby   

• Other (please specify)  

  

9. What are things that you do not like about where you meet and play? You can 

choose as many as you like. (Choose any 14 options) (Required)   

• Can't get there on my own.   
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• Can't play football.   

• Can't skateboard.   

• Don't feel safe.   

• It is untidy (dog fouling, litter, vandalism)   

• People complain about hanging out in the space.   

• There are not enough natural features like sand, rock or trees.   

• There are not enough seats or places of shelter.   

• The play equipment is old or worn out.   

• The play equipment only suits young children.   

• There are busy roads.   

• There is no lighting.   

• There is not enough to do.   

• Other (please specify)  

  

10. How would you improve the areas where you meet up or play?  

 

This is an open question where you can type in whatever responses you receive 

from the pupils.  

 

11. Are there any other needs or other comments you would like to say about playing 

or meeting up within your settlement?  

 

Are there any other needs or other comments you would like to say about playing or 

meeting up within your settlement?  

  

Map Exercise  

Once the survey portion is completed, we would ask that you take the time to 

complete the map portion of the engagement.  

 

At the bottom of the page where you clicked on the survey, click on map instead this 

time.  

  

After you have clicked that, click on ‘GO TO MAP’  
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From this point you will be taken to the interactive map and will have the ability to 

move around between settlements and zoom in and out.   

The interactive map contains the collected data of all the open and play spaces that 

we assessed during our survey. Open spaces without a formal use are marked as 

green. These areas can be things like fields, green spaces and natural spaces. 

Areas that appear as red on the maps are areas with a formal play function such as 

playgrounds.    
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Once in the interactive map and in the desired area, you can click on the ‘+’ icon 

which will open up a tab with 3 types of pins which you can drag and drop onto the 

map.  

  

Just drag and drop the pin then make a comment if needed and click submit. Please 

add as many pins as you feel is needed, there is no limit on them.   

Thank you again for taking the time out of your busy schedules to run through these 

exercises. The data you helped provide will contribute to the Local Development 

Plan which will shape how Aberdeenshire is built for the next decade.   

 


