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ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF MEETING 95 

Monday, 4th November 2024, 6.00pm 

 

Microsoft Teams meeting 

 

Present: Paul Davison, Geordie Burnett-Stuart (pt mtg), Anouk Kloppert, Alison Mitchell, Gordon 

Prentice, Ruth Riddell (pt mtg), Neil Taylor, Cllr. Iris Walker, Henry Webb, Chris York (Chair).   

Council officers present: Fiona Chapman, Bridget Freeman. 

Visitor to the meeting: Agent for proposed woodland at Mains of Rhynie (pt mtg). 

 

Abbreviations: A/O Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.  

Item Subject Action 

1 

 

Members were advised of activation of Notetaker for the proceedings. 

Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc. 

      Welcome – CY commended KG for his role as Acting Chair at Mtg. 94. 

Apologies – Gerald Banks; Ken Gordon [connection difficulty]. 

Declarations of interest – none intimated. 

 

 

2 Matters arising/ action points from last meeting 

94/3 Mapping software Responding to a query from PD, CY advised that the 

Council’s Core Paths maps are on the websites of the Council and also 

NatureScot. BF provided a link to the Council’s GIS software, which enables 

zooming in for more detail. 

94/3 NAF Guidance Notes for LAFs BF has sent draft Minute of discussion 

to NatureScot. 

94/4 – Daviot Hoping both sides will meet in a couple of weeks; anticipate 

reporting back by Christmas 2024. 

94/4 – Riverside access, Banchory Deferred as RR not present – action RR. 

FC is investigating a report of this issue.  

94/4 – Dogs CY not aware of the proposed letter to MSP having been 

drafted – action: CY. 

94/4 – National Sheep Association GMcK to report. 

94/4 – Ramblers Scottish Paths Map PD thanked HW for link to very useful 

map; Scotways Heritage Paths webpages also of interest. AM reported 

project being wound down due to lack of funds; data will still be available; 

AM to check whether input of data still possible.  

94/5 – SOAN mtg. 14/11/24 Agenda on KHub; theme Climate Change. 

94/6 – ALOAF membership Search for activity groups continues, especially 

outdoor swimmers (for the latter, action KG).  

94/7 – Rekindle S/G No progress to report. 

94/8 – Meeting 94 Chat links sent to GBS. 

94/8 – Core paths funding mechanism Funding comes from Scottish 

Government (not NatureScot) direct to local authorities and is ring-fenced. 

94/10 – April 2025 meeting date Re-scheduled to 14th April as 21st is Easter 

Monday.  

94/10 – Locations and formats for February and April meetings in 2025 [See 

discussion in present meeting under Item 3].  
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Approval of Minutes from Meeting 94 Prop. AM, seconded HW.  

3 Planning for activities, events, training, information 

NFUS Branch Meeting, Banff, 18/11/24 To be attended by CY, BF and FC. 

Plan to describe the respective roles of A/Os and ALOAF, and improve 

communication generally. NE Scotland Rural Crime Partnership and Police 

Scotland may be there too. A/Os have had to inform Council’s Head of 

Legal, in case any live cases are discussed at the meeting. 

2025 ALOAF meetings location and format Agreed the 3/2/25 meeting to be 

“in person” at the Inverurie Community Campus, with refreshments from Fly 

Cup; the 14/4/25 meeting to be a site visit to the coastal path at Sandend, 

plus indoors at the Salmon Bothy, Portsoy. Peter Coldwell to be invited. 

Possibility of shared transport raised. 

ALOAF website aloaf.org.uk Hosted by CY at present, but basic and in need 

of improvement. Includes archived material from the start of ALOAF to the 

present day. As Council website also has ALOAF information, there is 

potential for confusion by the public. KHub also has ALOAF content 

(restricted access – ALOAF members and A/Os only). Online search for 

ALOAF produces inadequate results. Need to manage these repositories 

(consensus in favour), with a designated person to upload material to 

ALOAF website as appropriate (invitation put by CY at meeting; consensus 

in favour of website, but no volunteers). BF advised that the Council website 

will be refreshed in due course, so need to ensure links are renewed; also a 

risk that ALOAF Minutes may not appear at all on the new version (currently 

2-years’ retention). Also a possibility of KHub being withdrawn. Availability of 

Minutes for the entire life of ALOAF is important because (a) issues come 

around again, and (b) ALOAF is Council-administered, i.e. publicly funded, 

so information needs to be publicly available for transparency. (Minutes 

older than 2 years are on KHub but this is not available to public). Current 

options for accessing older Minutes could be either to advise public to 

“contact us” (so requested Minutes can be retrieved from KHub and 

provided) or to refer enquirer to the ALOAF website. In discussion it was 

suggested that the Council’s 2-year retention period is insufficient and 

should be 7 years. CY’s view is that if the Council is prepared to continue its 

support for ALOAF, the Council’s website should be the first port of call for 

the public seeking ALOAF information. The meeting recommended as 

follows: (1) Ensure all ALOAF Minutes are stored on KHub; (2) seek to 

ensure Minutes are on Council website for minimum of 2 years (longer if 

possible); (3) A link on the Council website to facilitate requests for Minutes 

older than the Council’s retention period.  Action: ? 
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Update on activities and events attended by members of ALOAF since 

previous meeting  

Access users Privacy assessment Completed, but to be a meeting this 

week (BF, FC, CY, HW) to discuss. BF thanked HW and CY for their work 

on this. 

Carriage driving RR anticipates forthcoming debate on restricted access to 

routes due to limited number of tracks, and existing access gates and gaps 

being limited to wheelchair width (carriages are wider). Arranging a key for 

adjacent locked vehicle gates is a coping mechanism. 
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Community representatives Denman Park, Westhill GP reported 900m of 

new paths, creating improved user experience. Funding was £240,000  

through a place-based investment fund . 

Land managers Forestry and Land Scotland (FLS) NT attended mountain 

biking event in Ballater 20-22/9/24 and conducted attitude survey regarding 

views on formal and informal trails – wide range of user types. Also attended 

AGM of Banchory Paths Group who are very active on FLS land. Re storm 

damage work in his area, most sites are now OK but there are recurring 

issues at a few locations. Root plates of windblown trees have destroyed 

part of a path at Scolty. In Aberdeen city, there are alterations to some trails 

at Kirkhill Forest and Countesswells. One perimeter route at Countesswells 

needs work. Tyrebagger is nearly sorted. The general area-wide policy of 

long-term closure for remedial work is now subject to question, but also the 

storms have resulted in FLS being faced with one thing after another. In 

response to a question from PD, NT advised that the policy on disabled 

parking at forest access points is only to provide this if there is access to a 

visitor centre or trail offering disabled access. It is not feasible for every trail 

to be of all-ability standard due to the excessive lengths of ramps which 

would be necessary on steeper terrain. The approach is to focus on what is 

“reasonable and practical”. Even at Bennachie the all-ability trail is subject to 

washouts.  

Agencies In response to a question from CY, Cllr Walker will investigate 

whether a proposed key performance indicator regarding number of core 

paths open has been retained in the finalised Council Plan. 
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5 Aberdeenshire Council update 

Casework etc. FC reported that case numbers in Aberdeenshire South are 

31, namely 16 in Marr (especially locked gates and boulders) with resulting 

enquiries from equestrians in particular; 10 in Kincardine and Mearns 

(especially locked gates); 5 in Garioch. With support from BF, 16 cases were 

concluded in the period 7-9/24. No s11 applications at present. The 

temporary core path diversion for Network Rail works at Port Elphinstone, 

Inverurie was lifted on 14/10/24. Need for improved communications there. 

At Keithhall Estate, contractor has temporarily halted work and access is 

possible. Resumption of work will be advised in due course and information 

will be put on Council website if diversion is possible. In-house work on flow 

chart and on the 2 forms (Access Issue and s11) is in progress. CY 

commended the number of cases concluded, and observed that it would be 

useful for NFUS at the 18/11/24 branch meeting to hear how many cases 

the A/Os were handling and what reasons were being given by land 

managers involved in access issues. At CY’s request, FC to advise him 

accordingly. In Aberdeenshire North, work on a Privacy Assessment is 

ongoing. In Formartine, members of the public have been challenged over 

access, but investigation by BF has shown that public access rights did not 

apply. An access issue at Pennan is under investigation. Evidence so far 

includes documents from 1939 found in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire 

Archives. Further evidence needed. BF has also been occupied with 

numerous planning applications for developments which would adversely 

affect core paths. One instance involved a proposal to move a right of way 

so that a house could be built on the existing ROW, but this proposal has 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FC 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

been withdrawn. In the Council’s Community Action Plan (CAP) the “People 

and Place” element has revealed widespread public interest in the formation 

of local paths groups, and in path networks offering suitability for buggies, 

signage, making use of designated “green space” land, and on enriching the 

quality of woodland routes for the user. CY summarised the CAP 

consultation response as “We want to have paths”. Commending existing 

local paths groups, he noted that translating this wish into action can be 

difficult. The net zero initiative is also feeding into the CAPs. In conclusion, 

BF reported that (a) she and FC have been preparing powerpoint 

presentations for NFUS liaison, and (b) her office will be moving from 

Gordon House, involving a clear-out of the office. 

Forms The online Access Issue Form is to be an MS Forms document. 

Additions to the draft have included (a) the option to use “what3words” as a 

locator, and (b) “water user” added to type of user categories. Minor 

changes have been made to the s11 Application Form. Responding to a 

question from BF, NT advised that FLS’s assessment of whether to 

recommend an s11 on FLS land includes (a) safety aspects, and (b) whether 

an admission charge is anticipated. Sometimes applicants want the greater 

level of control provided by an s11. 

 

 

 

 

8 AOCB – Mains of Rhynie woodland application [item notified on day of 

meeting and interposed at Chair’s discretion to enable timeous discussion 

with applicant’s forestry consultant admitted to the meeting]. Consultant 

seeking ALOAF feedback on access elements of proposed woodland 

planting, comprising mix of commercial and native species, with 6km of new 

trails. BF shared screen to show plan of proposals. CY advised that it would 

be difficult to give full feedback at the meeting. He can forward information to 

members on request (consultant OK’d his contact details to be shared). In 

discussion the following points were raised: 

• Need confirmation that no existing desire lines will be affected by 

deer-fencing on boundary of site, previously farmland. 

• 6km of trails is an asset but only if connected to Rhynie itself, possibly 

via Moss Road with perhaps a roadside path. However, NT confirmed 

that this is a very quiet road, suitable for access in its present state. 

• Consultant advised meeting that he is aware of a [public] right of way 

approximately between the two yellow dots at the top of the plan.  

All to contribute any local knowledge to CY. Consultant agreed to a 2-week 

deadline for ALOAF response, as it would not be feasible to give an 

immediate response at the meeting. CY noted that the proposed access 

provision is appreciated. Thanking the consultant for approaching the 

Forum, CY asked for more advance notice for any future consultations.   
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5  Aberdeenshire Council update [continued] 

Storage facilities Storage of ALOAF equipment at Mintlaw may have to be 

discontinued, so alternatives will need to be considered – or should the 

Forum make the case that no alternatives are available? (BF has an 

inventory of the items in storage). If Mintlaw does become unavailable, the 

meeting agreed that the Council should provide alternative storage. CY 

asked BF to convey the Forum’s thanks to Malcolm White for his recognised 

support on this matter.  
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Chair succession CY advised that his 2-year tenure as Chair, as stated in 

the Operating Principles, expires at the end of the present meeting, while his 

replacement would be responsible for the next meeting. There was no 

immediate response to his encouragement to all to submit nominations. An 

alternative, interim option would be a rotating Chair, but the successive 

incumbents would have to fulfil the necessary “between-meetings” 

responsibilities as well as chairing the actual meetings. There is a formal 

process for appointing a new Chair, with BF as A/O having the final say. 

Vice Chair succession AK’s final meeting as Vice Chair will be 14/4/2025. 

She has advised that she is not in a position to take on the role of Chair. 

Noting that both office bearers work together on ALOAF matters, CY 

thanked AK for her time and input, along with her support to his role. 

Community Representative Discussion took place re Graham Smith’s 

intimation of his stepping down from the Meldrum Paths Group, with inferred 

effects on his ALOAF role. With the meeting’s agreement, CY asked GP if 

he would like to step up from Reserve to Representative, the only difference 

being that he would be able to vote. The formal process would consist of CY 

informing BF accordingly, and receiving BF’s agreement. GP asked for a 

week to consider and consult with his family. BF asked if it could be formally 

concluded that Graham Smith was stepping back from ALOAF. CY agreed, 

based on the best information supplied by Graham. The procedure includes 

removal from the ALOAF mailing list and from the KHub (action: BF).  

Postscript from end-of-meeting discussion PD and GBS both know of 

possible candidates for ALOAF membership. CY observed that the Forum 

probably had vacancies available. 
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7 Core Paths Plan 

There has been no progress with the rekindling of the subgroup. If the 

Council chooses to review the Core Paths Plan, new routes can be 

introduced. Removal of routes would be unlikely, unless a better alternative 

is proposed. Changes to core paths would require a Stopping Up Order, 

which in turn would be subject to approval by Scottish Ministers. There are 

no such Orders affecting core paths in the ALOAF area at present. A 

proposed impact on a core path in the area was recently mooted in pre-

application consultation, but subsequently withdrawn. CY asked the meeting 

what ALOAF should do regarding the Core Paths Plan. It was suggested 

that a first step would be to review the WSP audit. In response to a comment 

that the resulting “Spotlight” report was of limited help, links to the full 

dataset from the WSP study were shared with the meeting but must not be 

shared beyond ALOAF. Noting that the Council supported the view (shared 

by ALOAF) that lighting on core paths was not appropriate on countryside 

sections, CY asked ALOAF members to review WSP’s recommendations in 

the context of whether the existing core paths (as distinct from the Core 

Paths Plan) are fit for purpose, and to send comments to him. 
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8 AOCB Ythan Estuary PhD study in progress on recreational use of the 

Estuary in relation to the seal haul-out. In a citizen science context, anyone 

with GPS tracks of relevant trips is encouraged to submit them to the project.   

ALOAF members are encouraged to share details of the citizen science 

component with their own networks. CY can furnish details on request. CY 
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and BF will be meeting with the researcher. There is also a possibility of a 

workshop. If so, CY can share details with anyone interested, AK included. 

 

CY 

9 Casework (CLOSED SESSION) [Not convened as no confidential material]. 

No cases for discussion. BF is progressing a privacy assessment and will 

report back to the Forum in due course. 
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Provisional dates for 2025 meetings 

3rd February, 14th April, 9th June, 8th September,10th November. 

 

-- Thanking all for attending, CY noted that his role as Chair formally ended 

with the present meeting, although if no nominations received he would be 

prepared to stand in for the next meeting if required, and also to advise new 

applicants for the role. He planned to continue as a member of ALOAF. RR 

voiced the Forum’s thanks for CY’s service as Chair. 

 

 

 

 

 


