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Page 1: Welcome

This newsletter is produced to ensure that our customers can continue to receive an
up-to-date picture of progress on the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2029.

We are pleased to report that Aberdeenshire Council approved the Evidence Report
for submission to Scottish Ministers on 26 June 2025 and it has now been submitted
for Gate Check assessment.

The Call for Ideas has also now been formally launched. This provides an
opportunity for communities, the development industry and stakeholders to submit
their suggestions for what should be included in the next Local Development Plan as
well as sites they’d wish to see developed between 2029 and 2039.

Page 2: Aberdeenshire Evidence Report 2025

On 26 June 2025, Aberdeenshire Council agreed to submit the Evidence Report for
Gate Check, following consideration by Aberdeenshire’s six Area Committees and
the Infrastructure Services Committee. The Evidence Report has subsequently been
submitted to Scottish Ministers via the Scottish Government’s Planning and
Environmental Appeals Division (DPEA) to undergo Gate Check assessment where
the ‘sufficiency’ of the evidence presented will be considered by an independent
Reporter. This process is expected to take approximately 3-4 months.

Preparation of an Evidence Report is a crucial early step in the Plan-making process.
Its purpose is to provide a proportionate summary of baseline information that helps
shape the Local Development Plan.

Key Functions of an Evidence Report:

e Establishes a sound evidence base for planning decisions.

e Summarises key physical, cultural, economic, social, and environmental
characteristics of an area.

¢ Identifies housing, transport, and infrastructure needs to inform future
development.

e Supports an infrastructure-first approach, ensuring development is well-
planned and sustainable.

o Facilitates early engagement with stakeholders, including the private sector,
to promote collaboration.
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Page 3: Call for Ideas 2025

Aberdeenshire Council has formally launched its Call for Ideas to help inform
preparation of the Proposed Local Development Plan.

The Call for Ideas will form two parts, the first being the Call for Sites whereby
prospective developers will be invited to submit deliverable development proposals
for the period 2029-2039, otherwise known as the ‘bids’ process. The second is the
Call for Ideas, which provides an opportunity to for communities, stakeholders, and
partners share their ideas. Views and suggestions will be used to inform the
Proposed Plan.

The Call for Sites will close on 31 October 2025, with the broader Call for Ideas
closing on 31 December 2025.

Further details, including the Call for Ideas and Call for Sites survey forms can be
found on the LDP Engagement Hub.

It is important to highlight that communities who have registered their Local Place
Plan (LPPs) with Aberdeenshire Council, do not need to submit this as part of the
Call for Ideas, and that aspirations, projects and proposals contained within LPPs will
automatically be considered in preparing the Proposed Local Development Plan.

Officers are seeking to engage widely with communities, stakeholders and the
development industry to raise awareness and offer assistance where required.
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Page 4: Call for Sites

As part of the wider Call for Ideas we have issued a Call for Sites as the next key
stage towards creating a Proposed Local Development Plan. This provides an
opportunity for landowners, developers, and other interested parties, including
communities, to suggest development sites to be considered for inclusion in the next
Local Development Plan.

The survey is open to all suggestions and proposals. Development sites with the
most potential to be successful are those that can be shown to be deliverable,
sustainable and supported by the content of National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4).

For example, suggestions could include the following:

Housing*

Employment

Tourism

Renewable energy production and/or storage
Gypsy / Traveller sites

Retail

Health and Care**

Education**

We would encourage proposals that include the re-use or redevelopment of
brownfield, vacant or derelict buildings or sites.

*For housing proposals, this form should only be used for housing sites of 4+ units
as the Local Development Plan only allocates sites of this scale.

**If seeking to protect or reserve a site for a specific use (such as an amenity area,
recreational space, cemetery or other community use), the separate Call for Ideas



form should be used. However, where protected or reserved areas are part of a
wider Masterplan for a site, these should be identified in the bid using this Call for
Sites form.

You can access the Call for Sites survey here.
Bid submissions should be made using the online survey. However, a downloadable

pdf version is available should this be required. Please note that submission via the
online survey is preferred.
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As part of the plan-making process, we are carrying out an audit of existing sites and
assessing their progress with a view to possibly removing sites which are not
showing signs of delivery.

Scottish Government’s LDP Guidance (2023) paragraph 154 provides that, “no site
should automatically roll forward from one plan to the next without being assessed.
All sites proposed to be allocated for development in plans should have been
assessed for their deliverability through the site appraisal process”.

Officers have assessed all allocated sites and categorised them into four categories;

e Grey: now completed and would be retained within the settlement boundary
(completed sites would not be in the HLA).

e Blue: We are aware that your site has live planning permission and is
currently under construction, due for completion pre-2029 (the planned
adoption date of the next LDP). You are not required to re-submit a bid for the
site.

e Green: We are aware that your site has live planning permission and is
currently under construction, due for completion post-2029 (the planned
adoption date of the next LDP). You are not required to re-submit a bid for the
site. These sites will be carried forward into the next LDP.

e Orange: We are aware that your site has live planning permission, however, is
not yet under construction. For your site to be considered for the next LDP,
we strongly recommend you consider submitting a new bid to our Call for
Sites process where it will be re-assessed in accordance with National
Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and our site selection criteria.

e Red: We are aware that the site does not have a live planning permission.
For the site to be considered for the next LDP, we strongly recommend you
consider submitting a new bid to our Call for Sites process where it will be re-
assessed in accordance with National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and our
site selection criteria.


https://arcg.is/GXX590

We have made this assessment based on the information available to us at 1 June
2025 through the Housing Land Audit 2024, Business and Industrial Land Audit
2023, the Delivery Programme 2025 and by conducting a desktop review of planning
applications, building warrants and completion certificates.

Currently allocated sites can still come forward in accordance with the current LDP
until such time as the next LDP is adopted. A further review of sites will be
undertaken in preparing the Proposed Plan in late 2026/early 2027 to understand the
status of sites at that time.

Further details can be found on the LDP Engagement Hub.
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As part of the Call for Ideas stage, there will be opportunities to meet the Policy
Team in person and share your thoughts on how the area should grow and develop.

We will be in attendance at the following events:

Stonehaven Farmer’s Market — Saturday, 2 August 2025 09:00 — 13:30
Macduff Market — Saturday, 30 August 2025 10:00 — 13:00
Huntly Hairst — Saturday, 6 September 2025 09:00 — 16:00
Westhill Market — Saturday, 4 October 2025 09:00 — 13:00

Further opportunities for in-person engagement are being planned, and details will
be provided in due course.

Community Councils and Community Groups are encouraged to contact the Policy
Team should they wish to discuss the Call for Ideas or arrange for officers to attend
their meetings. Posters and materials can also be made available to community
groups for posting on community notice boards. Please contact the Policy team to
arrange for these to be issued.

Page 7: Short Films
During the Call for Ideas and Call for Sites process, three short films will be

produced. Two are already available to view on the Council’'s YouTube channel:
Aberdeenshire LDP films - YouTube.

The first film, titled Aberdeenshire Plans Explained, highlights the key planning
and community-related considerations that will help shape the Proposed Local
Development Plan. At just over a minute long, the film does not provide detailed
information, but highlights that these plans will be taken into account.

The second film, Call for Ideas, offers a one-minute introduction to the process. It
aims to inform and encourage viewers to engage with the two consultations: one on
submitting sites for development, and another on contributing broader ideas.


https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLO9F6fCTToNND8UE4tQ2kUfEA4lbCfMmL

The third film, The Local Development Plan Process, is yet to be published. Once
released, it will outline the seven key stages, from the Evidence Report through to
the post-Examination phase.

Page 8: Subscriptions
If you were directed to this newsletter by e-mail, then you have already signed up

to the mailing list. Alternatively, if you wish to unsubscribe you can advise us by
email adding the subject heading “unsubscribe” to [dp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk.

We would welcome new users to subscribe by emailing with the subject heading
“subscribe” to Idp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk. We will then confirm this to you and
enclose a copy of the Privacy Notice we are legally obliged to provide to you. If you
are already on our mailing list, we would now like to update our mailing list to ensure
that we only send this newsletter to those people who would like to receive it.

If you have already subscribed this must be an active process. In the next six weeks
we will e-mail you to ask if you still wish to receive the newsletter and you are
content that we keep your e-mail address specifically for this purpose.

This mailing list will only be used for the purposes of sending out the newsletter and
no other function.

Page 9: Contact information

X: @shireLDP and @Aberdeenshire

e-mail: Idp@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Facebook: Aberdeenshire Council

Phone: 01467 534333

YouTube: Aberdeenshire Council, Aberdeenshire LDP Playlist
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