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1. Introduction
1.1 Introduction
Aberdeenshire Council is undertaking a Development Planning and Management Transport Appraisal Guidance
(DPMTAG) assessment to support the preparation of its Local Development Plan (LDP) 2021. This follows an initial
DPMTAG assessment that was undertaken in 2015 to support the development of Aberdeenshire Council’s current
2017 LDP. It is recommended that this report is read in conjunction with the report published in support of the 2017
LDP.

The outcome of this assessment has informed the contents of the Proposed 2021 LDP.

1.2 Requirement for DPMTAG and Guidance
DPMTAG1 was published by Transport Scotland in 2011. It provides guidance on Transport Appraisal to inform the
preparation of Development Plans. It is recommended that the appraisal should be undertaken at an early stage
of the development plan process, ideally prior to the publication of the Main Issues Report (MIR), where it can be
most effective in helping to shape the spatial strategy and the way in which the spatial strategy will be delivered.

Transport Appraisal initially involves identification of transport problems and opportunities, development of
Transport Planning Objectives (TPOs) and generation of a long-list of options, which are subject to a sifting
exercise. This stage is then followed by more detailed qualitative and quantitative appraisal. The Transport
Appraisal provides evidence which is fundamental to informing the emerging plan, and existing relevant evidence
can be used where appropriate to assist in minimising timescales and resources.

Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) outlines how nationally important land use planning matters should be addressed
across Scotland. It promotes consistency in the application of policy across Scotland whilst allowing sufficient
flexibility to reflect local circumstances. The requirement for DPMTAG assessment of proposed LDP allocations is
highlighted in SPP2 (paragraph 274):

‘In preparing development plans, planning authorities are expected to appraise the impact of the spatial strategy
and its reasonable alternatives on the transport network, in line with Transport Scotland’s DPMTAG guidance. This
should include consideration of previously allocated sites, transport opportunities and constraints, current capacity
and committed improvements to the transport network. Planning authorities should ensure that a transport
appraisal is undertaken at a scale and level of detail proportionate to the nature of the issues and proposals being
considered, including funding requirements. Appraisals should be carried out in time to inform the spatial strategy
and the strategic environmental assessment. Where there are potential issues for the strategic transport network,
the appraisal should be discussed with Transport Scotland at the earliest opportunity.’

1.3 Purpose of the DPMTAG Assessment
The majority of existing Aberdeenshire development allocations are being carried over from the current 2017 LDP,
many of which were also included in the previous 2012 LDP. Prior to inclusion in the 2012 LDP, each site had been
assessed, and in some cases modelled, to assess the impact on the transport network. Given that delivery of many
of the existing sites is continuing to the next Plan period, there are limited new allocations being considered for the
Proposed LDP.

Accordingly, this assessment provides:

· A commentary on the progress of allocations for key settlements and of new issues arising since the previous
DPMTAG report;

· A review of the principal sites proposed for inclusion in the 2021 LDP;

· Where appropriate, identification of alternative access strategies for each allocation, or confirmation of the
most likely arrangements based on available master-planning work etc.;

1 https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/33792/j184585.pdf
2 https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
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· Qualitative appraisal of the access arrangements for each option against TPOs, Implementability Criteria, and
Scottish Government Transport Appraisal Criteria (Environment, Safety, Economy, Integration, Social
Inclusion and Accessibility); and

· Recommendations for any amendments to proposals.

The Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route/Balmedie to Tipperty Dualling (AWPR/B-T) (including the Fastlink
between Stonehaven and Cleanhill Roundabout) fully opened to traffic in February 2019. This significant investment
in the transport network in the North East will require to be considered within the context of the current 2019
DPMTAG assessment. Figure 1.1 illustrates the alignment of the route. In addition to this, a number of other
projects, studies and interventions are being progressed in the North East region, cognisance of which will be taken
as appropriate throughout this assessment.

Figure 1.1: AWPR/B-T Route Alignment (Source: Transport Scotland)
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1.4 Scope of DPMTAG Assessment
1.4.1 Geographic Focus
The geographic scope of this revised DPMTAG assessment continues to place focus on the main transport
corridors within the Strategic Growth Areas (SGAs) identified in the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development
Plan (SDP), namely:

· Aberdeen – Peterhead;

· Aberdeen – Laurencekirk; and 

· Aberdeen – Huntly.

These transport corridors also correspond with the trunk road network and rail network in Aberdeenshire, as follows:

· A90 (North) – Aberdeen to Peterhead and Fraserburgh via Ellon;

· A90/A92 (South) – Aberdeen to Laurencekirk via Stonehaven; 

· A96 – Aberdeen to Huntly via Inverurie;

· Aberdeen to Edinburgh/Glasgow Rail Line – broadly follows the A90/A92 (South) corridor, and includes
stations at Portlethen, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk; and

· Aberdeen to Inverness Rail Line – broadly follows the A96 corridor, and includes stations at Inverurie, Insch
and Huntly (with a new station at Kintore opening in May 2020).

For the purposes of the DPMTAG assessment, the definition of the Strategic Transport Network (STN) has been
expanded to include other principal A roads in Aberdeenshire that do not fall within either the SGAs or the corridors
defined by the trunk road/rail networks. These include:

· A93 – Aberdeen to Braemar via Banchory;

· A944 – Aberdeen to Alford via Westhill; and

· A947 – Aberdeen to Banff via Oldmeldrum/Turriff.

The definition of the STN for the purposes of this study is summarised in Figure 1.2.



Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development
Plan 2021: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Project number: 60608756

Prepared for:  Aberdeenshire Council AECOM
13

Trunk Roads
(A90/A92, A96)

Principal A-roads in
Aberdeenshire
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Rail Network

Strategic
Transport
Network

Figure 1.2: Strategic Transport Network in DPMTAG Assessment

While the inclusion of the principal A roads in Aberdeenshire in defining the STN marks a variation from the definition
of the STN as defined in SPP, this approach enables any settlements outwith the trunk road network (that are
significant in the context of this DPMTAG assessment) to be appraised from a standard baseline.

1.4.2 Reference Case
The assessment has been undertaken on the basis of comparing proposals for development and their associated
access options against a reference case of existing and consented developments. This reference case has been
defined as including:

· All existing development;

· All consented developments (including Planning Permission in Principle); and

· All developments that have all transportation matters agreed in principle, but where the final consent may be
subject to finalisation of legal agreement.

1.4.3 Development Allocations Tested within Assessment
The DPMTAG assessment considers development allocations as per the following criteria:

· Allocations identified in the 2019 MIR (or subsequently identified allocations), which have been proposed to
be taken forward to the 2021 LDP, and which have not been consented;
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· Allocations situated within the SGAs, or other identified principal allocations, which are considered to have
potentially significant impacts on the trunk road network, or the principal road network within Aberdeenshire;

· Allocations assessed as part of the previous DPMTAG assessment where circumstances have changed; and

· Allocations considered to require assessment based on guidance by Aberdeenshire Council officers.

The assessment does not consider speculative or windfall development proposals that are being promoted outwith
the context of the LDP.

1.5 Structure of Report
The remainder of this report is structured as follows:

· Chapter 2 – Strategic Policy Context;

· Chapter 3 – DPMTAG Assessment Approach;

· Chapter 4 – Corridor Context Setting and Objective Setting;

· Chapter 5 – A90 (North) Corridor: Settlement Assessments;

· Chapter 6 – A90/A92 (South) Corridor: Settlement Assessments;

· Chapter 7 – A96 Corridor: Settlement Assessments;

· Chapter 8 – A93, A944 and A947 Settlement Assessments; and

· Chapter 9 – Key Findings.
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2. Strategic Policy Context
2.1 Introduction
The strategic policy context remains largely unchanged since the initial DPMTAG assessment that was undertaken
in 2015. The following sections outline the relevant documents providing context for this assessment.

2.2 Planning (Scotland) Act 2019
The Scottish Government has recently reviewed the legislation surrounding the preparation of LDPs and a new
Planning Bill was passed on 20 June 2019, receiving Royal Assent on 25 July 2019. As part of this, there are a
number of changes to the current Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997. This includes removing the
need to produce a MIR and replacing it with a Draft Plan consultation and increasing the timeframe of the Local
Development Plan to 10 years. The changes also see the removal of SDPs.

Many of these changes are dependent upon the publication of National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4). The Scottish
Government plans to lay regulations and publish guidance relating to LDPs in Quarter 4 2021. In the interim, the
Scottish Government plans3 to continue working with planning authorities, exploring new ways of working during
the transition into the new Development Plan system. At present, the Government expects to make transitional
provision so that where a planning authority has reached the Proposed Plan consultation stage for its emerging
plan by Quarter 4 2021, the authority will be able to proceed to adoption/approval as per the existing provisions
and procedures. Plans that have not reached this stage will be subject to the new process introduced by the 2019
Act and these plans are required to be prepared and planned for on that basis.

2.3 Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets)
(Scotland) Act

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment was undertaken, a new Climate Change Bill4 has been introduced to the
Scottish Parliament, amending the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. The Bill was passed on 25 September
2019, receiving Royal Assent on 31 October 2019. The Act sets a target date of 2045 for reaching net-zero
emissions, with 70% emissions reduction as the target for 2030 and 90% emissions reduction by 2040. In
developing the 2021 LDP, cognisance should be taken of these targets.

2.4 Scottish Planning Policy Trunk Road Policy
Key policy principles established in SPP (paragraph 270) contributed to the development of TPOs for the initial
DPMTAG assessment undertaken. The following principles remain relevant in the context of the current
assessment:

· Optimise the use of existing infrastructure (including existing junctions);

· Reduce the need to travel;

· Provide safe and convenient opportunities for walking and cycling for both active travel and recreation, and
facilitate travel by public transport; and

· Facilitate freight movement by rail or water.

A key SPP policy which is significant within the context of the trunk road network relates to the construction of new
junctions, highlighting that the construction of new junctions onto the trunk road network must be considered
carefully, for the impact of new junctions has the potential to be significant (paragraph 278):

‘While new junctions on trunk roads are not normally acceptable, the case for a new junction will be considered
where the planning authority considers that significant economic growth or regeneration benefits can be
demonstrated. New junctions will only be considered if they are designed in accordance with DMRB (Design

3 https://www.gov.scot/publications/transforming-planning-practice-post-bill-work-programme/
4 https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/Bills/108483.aspx
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Manual for Roads and Bridges) and where there would be no adverse impact on road safety or operational
performance.’5

2.5 National Transport Strategy 2
The Scottish Government has recently concluded consultation on the new draft National Transport Strategy (NTS)6

to help determine the vision, priorities and outcomes for the transport network for the next 20 years. The vision of
the strategy is for ‘a sustainable, inclusive and accessible transport system, helping deliver a healthier, fairer and
more prosperous Scotland for communities, businesses and visitors.’

This vision is underpinned by the following four priorities:

· Promotes equality;

· Takes climate action;

· Helps our economy prosper; and

· Improves our health and wellbeing.

The draft strategy notes that Transport Scotland will embed the Sustainable Travel Hierarchy in decision making,
promoting walking, wheeling, cycling, public transport and shared transport options in preference to single
occupancy car use.

It further notes that the Sustainable Investment Hierarchy will be used to inform budgetary decisions. This will
consider: investment aimed at reducing the need to travel unsustainably; investment aimed at maintaining and 
safely operating existing assets taking due consideration of the need to adapt to the impacts of climate change; 
investment promoting a range of measures, including innovative solutions, to make better use of existing capacity,
ensuring that existing transport networks and systems are fully optimised; and investment involving targeted
infrastructure improvements.

The consultation on the draft strategy concluded on 23 October 2019 and the final strategy will be published on 30
January 2020.

5 https://www2.gov.scot/Resource/0045/00453827.pdf
6 https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/45149/national-transport-strategy-draft-for-consultation-july-2019.pdf

Figure 2.1: Sustainable Travel Hierarchy
(Source: Transport Scotland – NTS2)

Figure 2.2: Sustainable Investment Hierarchy
(Source: Transport Scotland - NTS2)
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2.6 Regional Transport Strategy
The existing Regional Transport Strategy (RTS)7 for North East Scotland was refreshed in 2013. The vision for the
strategy is ‘a transport system for the north east of Scotland which enables a more economically competitive,
sustainable and socially inclusive society’. The objectives of the strategy focus on Economy, Accessibility, Safety
and Social Inclusion, Environment and Spatial Planning. The RTS notes that although local road improvements are
not specifically included in the RTS, in many cases these projects provide benefits to the strategic road network,
contributing towards strategic objectives. The RTS also highlights that improving road safety is a key objective of
the strategy.

Nestrans is currently in the process of developing a new RTS. This includes four pillars, which closely align with
the four priorities of the emerging NTS2:

· Helping the North East economy prosper;

· Improving health and wellbeing across the North East;

· Taking action to reduce impact on climate change and protect the natural and built environment of the North
East; and

· Promoting equality across the North East.

These pillars are supported by six proposed headline principles that will set the tone and direction for the strategy
overall. It is proposed that the principles are then supported by a range of more detailed indicators and targets
reflecting the broad scope of the strategy. The six headline principles are proposed to be:

1. A 50:50 mode split between car driver and sustainable modes;

2. Improved journey efficiencies;

3. Zero fatalities on the road network;

4. No exceedances of World Health Organisation (WHO) safe levels of emissions from transport;

5. Significantly reduced carbon emissions from transport to support net-zero nationally by 2045; and

6. Accessibility for all.

2.7 Aberdeenshire Local Transport Strategy
The Local Transport Strategy (LTS)8 for Aberdeenshire was published in 2012. It seeks to align with the objectives
set out in the RTS, developing it to support the delivery of a range of wider strategic transport objectives and
priorities. The LTS objectives relate to:

· Promoting Sustainable Economic Growth;

· Promoting Social Inclusion and Accessibility;

· Protecting the Environment;

· Improving Safety; and

· Improving Integration.

These objectives are further underpinned by three guiding principles, which aim to encourage businesses and
individuals to travel less, travel more actively and where vehicular travel is necessary, consider how these journeys
could be made more efficiently. These guiding principles are supported by further objectives, which include making
Travel Plans mainstream and ensuring that sustainable and active travel infrastructure is incorporated into new
developments at an early stage.

7 https://www.nestrans.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/RTS_Refresh_FINAL_APPROVED_BY_MINISTER.pdf
8 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/2374/2012finallts.pdf
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2.8 Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic
Development Plan

The Aberdeen City and Shire SDP9 was published in March 2014. A consistent theme within the plan is the
importance of transport networks which are targeted to be used efficiently, thus linking in well with the sustainable
travel themes outlined in the RTS and LTS, as well as the important role an efficient transport network plays in the
economic vitality of the region.

The SDP identifies four SGAs which are the main focus for development in the area up to 2035. These are each
centred on Aberdeen and the main public transport routes. They aim to make housing, employment and services
highly accessible by public transport. Within Aberdeenshire, these growth corridors extend between Aberdeen and
Peterhead (A90 North), Aberdeen and Huntly (A96) and Aberdeen and Laurencekirk (A90/A92 South). Outwith
these growth areas, development is promoted within local growth and diversification areas, which are forecast to
provide a far lower total percentage of housing and employment allocations.

In particular, the desire to increase walking, cycling and public transport use are stressed throughout the plan,
stating that the strategy focusses development in places where there are clear opportunities to encourage people
to use public transport. This is supported by one objective: ‘to make sure that all new developments contribute
towards reducing the need to travel and encourage people to walk, cycle or use public transport by making these
attractive choices’.

A new SDP is currently with Scottish Ministers for Examination. The aims of the plan are to:

· Provide a strong framework for investment decisions which will help to grow and diversity the regional
economy in a sustainable manner;

· Promote the need to use resources more efficiently and effectively whilst protecting assets; and

· Take on the urgent challenges of climate change.

To support the development of the Proposed SDP, a cumulative transport appraisal was undertaken to identify the
transport impacts anticipated to result from the delivery of the plan. This is discussed in more detail in Section 2.13.

Within the Proposed SDP, the SGAs originally identified in the Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan 2009 and
carried forward to the 2014 SDP, remain the focus for development. The Proposed SDP recommends that 75% of
all homes built and employment land developed be concentrated in these areas.

It is anticipated that the Examination by Scottish Ministers will be concluded by the end of 2019.

It should be noted that under the 2019 Planning (Scotland) Act, SDPs and supplementary guidance associated
with them will cease to have effect upon publication of NPF4.

2.9 Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan
Aberdeenshire’s current LDP10 was published in 2017. It outlines a number of policies as presented in the table
below.

Table 2.1: Aberdeenshire 2017 LDP Policies
Area Policies

Shaping Business
Development

· Employment and business land
· Town centres and office development
· Tourist facilities
· Special development areas

Shaping Development in
the Countryside

· Special rural areas
· Housing and employment development elsewhere in the countryside
· Minerals and hill tracks

9 http://www.aberdeencityandshire-sdpa.gov.uk/AboutUs/Publications.aspx
10 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/planning/plans-and-policies/aberdeenshire-local-development-plan-2017/
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Area Policies

Shaping Homes and
Housing

· Housing land
· Affordable housing
· Special needs housing
· Residential caravans
· Gypsies and travellers

Shaping Places – Layout,
Siting and the Design of
New Development

· Layout, siting and design
· Open space and access in new development
· Infill and householder developments within settlements

(including home and work proposals)
· Hazardous and potentially polluting developments and contaminated

land
· Digital infrastructure
· Community infrastructure

Natural Heritage and
Landscape

· Natural heritage
· Landscape

The Historic Environment
· Protecting historic buildings, sites and monuments
· Protecting historic and cultural areas
· Helping to reuse listed buildings at risk

Protecting Resources
· Protecting important resources
· Protecting important development sites
· Waste facilities

Climate Change

· Using resources in buildings
· Renewable energy
· Carbon sinks and stores
· Flooding

The Responsibilities of
Developers

· Providing suitable services
· Developers’ obligations

Although many of the policy areas do not specifically focus on transport, several have the potential to impact upon
the transport network and thus are relevant within the context of this DPMTAG assessment.

The plan adopts the vision and aims of the SDP and thus the strategy for land use places focus on the SGAs, the
major transport routes between Aberdeen City and Peterhead to the north, Laurencekirk to the south and Huntly to
the north-west.

As there is a focus on the SGAs within the LDP, the document is strongly linked to the transport network, particularly
the trunk road network. One aim within the LDP is ‘to make efficient use of the transport network, reduce the need
to travel and promote walking, cycling and public transport’.

2.10 Aberdeenshire 2021 LDP Process
The stages in the preparation of the 2021 LDP have been established in the Development Plan Scheme, which
was published in 201911. It sets out Aberdeenshire Council’s programme for the preparation of the LDP and outlines
the points at which stakeholders and communities can become involved in the process. The purpose of the
Development Plan Scheme is to inform communities and participants of the programme for production of the LDP.
In summary:

· The MIR was published in January 2019;

· Evaluation of the submissions to the MIR took place from April 2019 to August 2019;

· Area Committee meetings were held between August 2019 and September 2019 to present officers’ response
to the issues raised. Area committees debated the issues raised and agreed the actions that are necessary
to take forward for the next stage in the process;

11 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/23846/finaldevelopmentplanscheme.pdf
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· Infrastructure Services Committee met in October 2019 to consider any inconsistencies and unresolved
matters;

· The Proposed LDP will be published in April 2020. Following consideration of any modifications to the
Proposed LDP, the plan will then be submitted for examination in Autumn 2020; and

· Examination by Scottish Ministers will conclude during 2021. Thereafter, it is anticipated that the plan will be
adopted.

The DPMTAG assessment has been undertaken following the consultation process of the MIR, prior to finalisation
of the Proposed 2021 LDP. Accordingly, the outcomes from the DPMTAG have influenced the finalisation of the
Proposed 2021 LDP.

2.11 Aberdeenshire LDP Action Programme 2019
The Aberdeenshire Action Programme12 is a ‘live’ document, prepared to support the delivery of the 2017 LDP. It
identifies the actions which will help to implement the policies and proposals of the LDP and demonstrates how the
Council is working with its partners to implement these.

The Action Programme identifies the following transportation requirements that are applicable to all new
development sites. This criteria was developed in response to the current policy context i.e. NTS, RTS, LTS, SDP
etc.

1. Formal lit footway connection(s) made to the existing formal adopted footway network, plus upgrades as
required to existing surrounding networks to ensure formal connections are provided to schools, bus stops
and local amenities. This will include provision of, or contribution to, formal crossing facilities on key desire
lines. The extent of provision will be determined through a Transport Assessment (TA) or Transport Statement.

2. A bus service accessible within 400m of the development site. The Level of Service should be relevant to land
use, demand and location, which would be agreed with Transportation and the Public Transport Unit.  Where
there is no or limited service, the developer will be required to fund or contribute to service improvements.
This will apply to all existing and proposed settlements with relaxations available on merit for rural sites,
determined through a TA or Transport Statement.

3. Cycle infrastructure connections to existing cycle routes, local and strategic. For Integrated Travel Towns
(ITTs) (currently Ellon, Fraserburgh, Huntly, Inverurie, Portlethen), all development to provide connectivity to
the integrated networks. The extent of provision will be determined through a TA or Transport Statement.

4. The road network surrounding the site should be reviewed and if necessary, upgraded in accordance with
Aberdeenshire Council’s Standards for Road Construction Consent and Adoption.

2.12 Strategic Transport Projects Review 1
Objectives

The first Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR1) undertaken by Transport Scotland in 2008 identified a series
of corridors across Scotland, each of which had a set of specific objectives. The strategic node/corridors of
relevance to this DPMTAG assessment are as follows:

· Aberdeen (Strategic Node);

· Corridor 4 – Aberdeen to Inverness;

· Corridor 5 – Dundee to Aberdeen; and

· Corridor 8 – Aberdeen to North East Scotland and Northern Isles.

Table 2.2 below provides an overview of STPR1 objectives for Aberdeen and Corridors 4, 5 and 8 that are relevant
to this assessment.

12 To be known as the ‘Delivery Plan’ going forward
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Table 2.2: STPR1 Objectives
Strategic Node/Corridor Objectives Linked to DPMTAG Assessment

Aberdeen

· To improve accessibility, primarily by public transport, to and between the
City Centre, Dyce, the airport and South East Aberdeen.

· To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.

· To promote journey time reductions, particularly by public transport,
between Aberdeen and the Central Belt primarily to allow business to
achieve an effective working day when travelling between these centres.

Aberdeen to Inverness
· To improve journey time and increase opportunities to travel, particularly

by public transport, between Aberdeen and Inverness.
· To reduce the accident rate and severity rate to current national average.

Dundee to Aberdeen

· To improve the public transport competitiveness between Aberdeen and
Dundee (and hence onwards to the Central Belt).

· To contribute to reducing both overall emissions and emissions per
person kilometre through providing for alternatives to road freight
movement on the corridor.

· To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.

· To promote journey time reductions, particularly by public transport,
between the Central Belt and Aberdeen primarily to allow business to
achieve an effective working day when travelling between these centres.

Aberdeen to North East
Scotland and Northern Isles

· To promote continuing reduction in accident rates and severity rates
across the strategic transport network.

Transport Scotland is currently progressing with the second Strategic Transport Projects Review (STPR2), which
involves conducting a whole-Scotland, evidence-based review of the performance of the STN across all transport
modes.

2.13 Cumulative Transport Appraisal –
Option Testing Report

As part of the preparation of the SDP, SYSTRA was commissioned to identify the cumulative transport impacts
resulting from the delivery of the proposed SDP. Following this study, supplementary appraisal was undertaken to
understand how a range of transport intervention proposals would mitigate predicted impacts to facilitate the
delivery of the Proposed SDP.

Three transport option packages were generated as outlined below. It should be noted that while a number of
interventions included are identified at locations within the Aberdeen City boundary, a number have the potential to
impact on the Aberdeenshire network.

· Package 1:

o Cross City Connections – orbital bus routes to reflect improved bus access to development areas in
Aberdeen City;

o Bus priority measures proposed on several corridors within Aberdeen City;

o Railway station car parking – additional spaces at Dyce, Portlethen, Stonehaven and Huntly;

o Behaviour initiative/smarter travel – increase encouragement/marketing of Grasshopper ticket;

o Behavioural initiative – active travel areas and improvements for several areas;

o Monitor/optimise traffic signals;

o AWPR – Cleanhill junction traffic signals;

o AWPR – Kingswells South (A944) junction traffic signals;

o A90 South – improved access to the A90 at Fordoun and Drumlithie;

o Toll of Birness Junction – upgrade junction to a roundabout;

o A90/A948 roundabout – upgrade junction with additional capacity (North Ellon roundabout);
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o A90/B9005 roundabout – upgrade junction with additional capacity (South Ellon roundabout);

o Wellington Road – Hareness Roundabout traffic signals;

o Wellington Road – Souterhead Roundabout traffic signals;

o A96/Dyce Drive – additional lanes at traffic signals;

o A947 Route Strategy – minor capacity improvements; 

o A92 Parkway – additional capacity at Balgownie Road junction and additional turning lanes to access
Grandhome; and

o A96 Dualling – East of Huntly to Aberdeen.

· Package 2:

o Railway stations – new railway stations at Bucksburn/Stoneywood, Newtonhill and Cove.

· Package 3:

o AWPR – Kingswells South (A944) Junction slip road;

o King George VI Bridge/Great Southern Road – additional capacity;

o AWPR – Kingswells North traffic signals;

o Ellon Link Road – southern east-west road between A920 and South Road;

o A96/Dyce Drive Link Road – additional lane capacity at traffic signals; 

o Dyce Drive – capacity upgrade from Pitmedden Road to A947;

o A947 – Riverview Drive to Dyce Drive capacity upgrade;

o AWPR Parkhill Junction – increase southbound B977 approach capacity at Parkhill Roundabout; and

o Signalisation of A96 access junctions at Bucksburn including Bankhead Avenue, Greenburn Drive
and Inverurie Road.

Testing of the packages generated some significant improvements for the Aberdeenshire corridors, with congestion
and delays generally seen to be reduced to well below Test Case and Reference Case levels, and with higher traffic
volumes accommodated.

The appraisal found that Package 1 demonstrates significant benefits within Aberdeenshire, with the A96 corridor
in particular seeing substantial congestion relief and travel time savings. Benefits are also predicted along the A90
North and A90 South, with the majority of Aberdeenshire corridors being mitigated down to nil-detriment impact.

Although Package 2 does not produce region-wide or significant traffic-congestion benefits, the new railway
stations do produce some significant time savings and accessibility benefits for new local rail catchment areas.

Package 3 provides further benefits for the Ellon area, and around the periphery of Aberdeen at the A96 and A947
AWPR junctions. Benefits appear greater within the evening peak, with less relief identified during the morning
peak period.

2.14 Fraserburgh and Peterhead to Aberdeen
Strategic Transport Study (FPASTS)

In November 2014, Nestrans commissioned a study to identify and examine the options for improving strategic
transport connections between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen, incorporating the Energetica corridor and
covering all modes of transport including rail, bus and active travel connections.

Following a STAG Part 1 appraisal reported in March 2016, the Nestrans Board agreed to undertake further
assessment on the costs and benefits and to develop further the main options, including an indicative package
containing sections of dualling, junction improvements and safety enhancements on the corridor. This study was
undertaken between February and October 2017.

The final roads option package emerging from this study comprises the following interventions:

· A90(T)/B9005 Ellon Bypass roundabout improvements;
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· A90(T)/A948 Ellon Bypass roundabout improvements;

· Toll of Birness junction improvements;

· A90(T)/A952 Cortes junction reconfiguration; 

· A90(T) Ellon Bypass improvements;

· A90(T) Ellon to Toll of Birness dualling;

· Overtaking sections and overtaking lanes on the A90(T) and A952; and

· Safety improvements on the A90(T) and A952.

In order to provide a relative comparison of the impact and benefit of all proposed interventions and to help define
the final Option Package, an economic appraisal exercise was undertaken using Transport Scotland’s Programme
for Economic Assessment of Road Schemes (PEARS).

For the economic appraisal exercise, a number of test scenarios were created from the proposed interventions.
The proposed interventions were combined in a manner that might reflect a possible phased approach to road
improvements, such that the minimum level of intervention required to provide suitable improvements to journey
times, queue levels and safety was defined as Economic Test 1. Each subsequent test built on Test 1 so that nine
tests were identified to be taken forward for economic appraisal.

The tests undertaken are summarised in the table below.

Table 2.3: Tests for economic appraisal undertaken as part of FPASTS

The key results from the economic appraisal of the Option Packages were:

· Test 1 (lowest cost option) can be considered the most economically viable set of interventions due to the
journey time savings realised at relatively low cost. This is true under both low and high growth forecasts;

· Under low growth assumptions, upgrading the A90(T) from A90(T)/A948 to the Toll of Birness to a dual
carriageway does not provide high economic benefit;

· The provision of a grade-separated junction at Toll of Birness under the low growth assumptions could be
considered economically viable in isolation but as this is unlikely to be deliverable without a dual carriageway,
the combined scheme does not provide enough benefit to cover its cost;

· Under high growth assumptions, all interventions could be considered economically viable with the proposed
interventions offering a return on investment and ensuring that there is sufficient capacity in the network to
accommodate high levels of future demand; and

· The full dualling of the A90(T) Ellon Bypass does not provide enough benefit to be considered economically
viable under low or high growth assumptions.

It will be important to review the outcomes of this work in the context of the full opening of the AWPR and the future
growth predicted in the ASAM model. A low-cost Option Package could be presented as the first phase of
improvements with the modelling and economic appraisal suggesting that relatively low-cost interventions at key
junctions on the A90(T) would provide significant benefit. A medium-term Option Package may provide a dual
carriageway on the A90(T) between the A90(T)/A948 junction and the Toll of Birness, with the appraisal highlighting
the potential journey time reliability and safety improvements that may be realised from this intervention. A longer
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term or higher cost Option Package may include phased dualling of the A90(T) Ellon Bypass. The appraisal has
suggested that benefit may only be realised from this intervention under high levels of traffic growth and upgrading
of this section may have significant environmental impacts depending on the level of proposed dualling.

2.15 Aberdeenshire Strategic Active Travel
Connections

Aberdeenshire Council is currently progressing with the feasibility, design and construction of a number of strategic
walking and cycling links. Development may be required to contribute to footway extensions, upgrades and
crossing facilities, cycle infrastructure and public transport provision.

The table below provides details of the active travel links and the associated timescales.

Table 2.4: Aberdeenshire Strategic Cycling and Walking Links
Title Phases Current Stage Timescale

Ellon to
Aberdeen

1. Develop Ellon south cycle route along
former A90 corridor to Newburgh and
Foveran

Feasibility 2020-21

2. Foveran to Balmedie Feasibility 2022-23

3. Balmedie to Bridge of Don Feasibility 2023-24

Fraserburgh to
Cairnbulg/
Inverallochy

1. Fraserburgh to Cairnbulg/Inverallochy Feasibility 2025-26

Pittulie to
Rosehearty

2. Off road shared use path to link
communities - 2022-23

Inverurie to
Aberdeen

1. A96 Inverurie to Kintore Complete Complete

2. A96 Kintore to Blackburn Feasibility 2020-21

Inverurie to
Oldmeldrum

1. Inverurie to Lethenty Design 2025-26

2. Lethenty to Daviot Design 2025-26

3. Link to Oldmeldrum Design 2025-26

Inverurie to
Kemnay

1. Inverurie to Kemnay off-road path
linking to new railway station at Kintore - Design 2019-21

Stonehaven to
Aberdeen

1. Marywell to Portlethen Feasibility 2022-23

2. Portlethen to Muchalls - Design 2020-22

3. Muchalls to Stonehaven - Design 2022-23

Formartine &
Buchan Way 1. Newmachar to Dyce - Design 2020-22

Sauchen to
Cluny

1. Link between communities using
farmland Construction 2019-20

In addition to the above, Aberdeenshire Council is progressing with a number of localised active travel
improvements within some of the key settlements in the area, namely those that have been considered as part of
the Council’s Integrated Travel Town (ITT) project. This project involves working with communities in Huntly,
Inverurie, Fraserburgh, Portlethen and Ellon to help support more sustainable and active travel in these towns.
Thus far, the project has involved extensive engagement with local communities to develop ideas which have
formed a masterplan of proposals that the Council aims to deliver over a number of years.
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3. DPMTAG Assessment Approach
3.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the approach to the DPMTAG assessment.

3.2 Scoping – Areas of Interest
The first task was to consider the scope of the assessment, with respect to the geographic coverage of the
assessment. In accordance with the previous DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015, it was agreed that the
assessment should continue to focus on the SGAs identified in the SDP, and other key settlements elsewhere in
Aberdeenshire.

As outlined in Chapter 1, the components of the STN included in this assessment are:

· Trunk roads (the A90/A92 and the A96);

· Principal A roads in Aberdeenshire (A93, A944 and A947); and

· The Rail Network (which largely runs parallel with the A90/A92 (South) and A96 trunk road network in
Aberdeenshire).

3.3 Scoping – Developments of Interest
A scoping exercise was undertaken to identify all relevant development proposals that should continue to be
considered within the 2019 DPMTAG, relative to the assessment completed in 2015 in support of the 2017 LDP,
as well as consideration of relevant new sites coming through the call for sites. This was informed by detailed
discussions with officers of Aberdeenshire Council early in the 2019 DPMTAG process.

Where appropriate, possible alternative access options have also been developed in order that these could be
tested within the assessment.

As noted previously, a key task in the 2019 DPMTAG has been to bring the previous assessment up to date in
terms of the context in which this refresh is being undertaken. On occasion, this has merited detailed commentary
(rather than appraisal), details of which are further set out in subsequent chapters of this report. This has required
re-validation and consideration of problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development
allocations assessed in the previous DPMTAG.

3.4 Transport Planning Objectives
The TPOs developed as part of the previous DPMTAG assessment have been reviewed in discussion with officers
to determine whether they remain appropriate for the current assessment. These are set out in Section 4.3.

3.5 Option Generation
For each settlement identified as requiring appraisal, the principal development allocations have been identified. In
the instances where the access arrangements have been developed through either a development framework or
masterplan process, this option has been tested.

For some settlements, alternative access arrangements have been proposed either by the developer or have been
identified by officers of Aberdeenshire Council. In these instances, the DPMTAG assessment has provided the
opportunity to examine the relative merits of these alternative options.

In some instances, the opportunities for alternative access arrangements are limited, in which case only one option
has been tested.

The outcomes from the appraisal have informed recommendations for each settlement relating to development
scale and content, as well as access arrangements.
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3.6 Assessment Criteria
3.6.1 Scale of Impacts
This section sets out the DPMTAG assessment criteria. For each criterion, impacts of settlement options will be
assessed using the seven-point scale as set out in Transport Scotland’s Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance
(STAG)13, as specified within Table 3.1 below.

Table 3.1: STAG Guidance Seven-Point Scale
Impact Description

Major Beneficial (PPP)
These are benefits or positive impacts which, depending on the scale of benefit
or severity of impact, should be a principal consideration when assessing an
option.

Moderate Beneficial (PP)
The option is anticipated to have a moderate benefit or positive impact which,
when taken in isolation may not determine the appraisal of an option but would
form a key consideration when considered alongside other factors.

Minor Beneficial (P)
The option is anticipated to have a small benefit or positive impact. Small benefits
or impacts are those which are worth noting but are not likely to contribute
materially to determining whether an option is taken forward.

No Benefit or Impact (-) The option is anticipated to have no or negligible benefit or negative impact.

Minor Negative (×)
The option is anticipated to have a small negative impact. Small impacts are those
which are worth noting but are not likely to contribute materially to determining
whether an option is taken forward.

Moderate Negative (××)
The option is anticipated to have a moderate negative impact which, when taken
in isolation may not determine the appraisal of an option but would form a key
consideration when considered alongside other factors.

Major Negative (×××) There are negative impacts which, depending on the severity of impact, should
be a principal consideration when assessing an option.

3.6.2 Implementability Criteria
Settlement options will also be assessed on the grounds of their implementability, as described in the STAG
Guidance.

Table 3.2: Implementability Criteria
Implementability Criteria Description

Affordability An assessment of the scale of financial burden on the promoting authority and
other possible funding organisations, as well as associated risks.

Technical Initial assessment of the feasibility of construction or implementation of an option
as well as any associated cost, timescale or deliverability risks.

Operational An assessment of who would operate the option and any other issues which may
impact on its operation.

Public Acceptability An assessment of the likely public response to an option, including consideration
of the outcomes of consultation thus far.

Technical and operational feasibility and public acceptability are assessed on the extent of risk (ranging from low
risk to very high risk). Affordability has taken account of the anticipated cost of the access solution, with respect to
the anticipated availability of finance likely to be associated with specific development being considered. It has

13 https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/41507/j9760.pdf
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been scored as high risk (highly likely to be unaffordable), medium risk (some risk of being unaffordable) and low
risk (little risk of being unaffordable).

3.6.3 STAG Criteria
The characteristics of the STAG criteria are set out in Table 3.3 below.

Table 3.3: STAG Criteria

STAG Criteria Description

Environment Highlights the environmental impact of an option against a number of environment
sub-criteria.

Safety Comprises two sub-criteria of accidents and security.

Economy Comprises two sub-criteria of Transport Economic Efficiency and Wider
Economic Impacts.

Integration Comprises three sub-criteria of Transport Integration, Transport and Land-Use
Integration and Policy Integration.

Accessibility and Social
Inclusion

Comprises two sub-criteria of Community Accessibility and Comparative
Accessibility.

All options will be subject to a high level assessment against the five STAG criteria.

3.7 Summary
In summary, this chapter has confirmed the approach to the DPMTAG assessment. The approach is based on an
objective-led appraisal framework provided by the STAG process, and ensures rationale in the assessment of the
non-consented allocations in the Aberdeenshire LDP. The outcomes of the DPMTAG assessment will be used to
provide recommendations to the Aberdeenshire LDP process.
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4. Corridor Context Setting and
Objective Setting

4.1 Introduction
This chapter sets the context for the DPMTAG assessment. It outlines the principal strategic transport corridors in
Aberdeenshire and the strategic policy context that forms the basis for the assessment. It then establishes the
TPOs that have been set for the assessment.

4.2 Transport Context
Three strategic transport corridors form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment. These are:

· Aberdeen – Fraserburgh, A90 (North);

· Aberdeen – Laurencekirk, A90/A92 (South); and 

· Aberdeen – Huntly, A96.

In addition, significant allocations within settlements located along the A93, A944 and A947 corridors will also be
assessed.

Figure 4.1: Corridor Overview
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4.2.1 A90 (North) Corridor
The A90 (North) corridor extends from Aberdeen to Ellon,
Peterhead and Fraserburgh.  The A90(T) bypasses the towns of
Ellon and Peterhead and terminates in Fraserburgh town centre.
The road is now dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon,
having been upgraded as part of the AWPR/B-T. While the
A90(T) provides a route from Aberdeen to Fraserburgh, the most
direct route is via the A952 – a local road under the control of
Aberdeenshire Council. The A952 is a single carriageway route
between Toll of Birness and Cortes Junctions via Mintlaw.

The corridor is strategically important for public transport with an
inter-urban Park and Ride operating from Ellon and frequent
services linking Aberdeen to Peterhead via the A90 and
Fraserburgh via the A952. There is a planned extension of the
Park and Ride site at Ellon including an extension of the car park
by an additional 91 spaces and a new access road to a new set
of bus stances.

The section of the corridor between Aberdeen, Ellon and
Peterhead continues to form the SGA, as defined in the
Proposed SDP 2018. The focus for this SGA is on developing
and diversifying the economy with a strong focus on the quality
of development and placemaking. The Proposed SDP notes that
upgrading the A90 to reduce safety concerns and improve
journey times will be key to unlocking the potential of the area.

Fraserburgh and Peterhead additionally form the focus of Aberdeenshire Council’s regeneration strategy, which
aims to promote and attract new business and skilled professionals to support the local economy. As noted in
Chapter 2, the A90 North corridor has been the subject of recent road and rail appraisal studies where options to
improve the strategic transport connections between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and Aberdeen have been assessed.

4.2.2 A90/A92 (South) Corridor
The A90/A92 (South) corridor extends from Aberdeen to Portlethen, Newtonhill, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk,
with the dual carriageway bypassing each of these settlements. Following the opening of the AWPR/B-T, the A90(T)

became the A92(T) between Stonehaven and Charleston.

The A90/A92 (South) corridor is a key public transport corridor for
inter-urban and long distance bus services. There are no major
bus based Park and Ride schemes that operate along the
corridor, with the exception of a small site at Newtonhill. Proposals
for a scheme to be implemented at the Schoolhill site close to
Portlethen have not yet come forward.

Portlethen, Stonehaven and Laurencekirk are all located on the
Aberdeen to Edinburgh/Glasgow rail line. These stations are
benefiting from improved rail services as part of the Revolution in
Rail programme. This has increased daily services at Portlethen
from 20 to 41, at Stonehaven from 50 to 71 and at Laurencekirk
from 24 to 40.

The corridor forms an SGA, as defined in the Proposed SDP
2018. It is considered that the opening of the AWPR and the
Stonehaven ‘Fastlink’ will enhance the desirability of many towns
in the SGA, as these locations have become more accessible
from destinations across the City Region. The Scottish
Government has also committed to providing £24 million for the
design and construction of a new grade-separated junction at
Laurencekirk. This funding is in addition to that already agreed
through the City Region Deal.

Figure 4.3: A90/A92 (South) Corridor

Figure 4.2: A90 (North) Corridor
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4.2.3 A96 Corridor
The A96 corridor extends from Aberdeen to Inverurie and Huntly. The A96(T) is a dual carriageway route between
Aberdeen and Inverurie, from which point the road is predominantly single carriageway. The Inveramsay Bridge to

the northwest of Inverurie carries the A96 over the Aberdeen to
Inverness rail line. Transport Scotland carried out work to realign
the A96(T) in order to relieve congestion at this point on the
network, which previously allowed only one-way traffic
movements at a time. The new road opened in March 2016.

Inter-urban public transport services operate along the corridor,
and there is a Park and Ride site within the Aberdeen City
boundary at Craibstone. The corridor is also well served by regular
rail services linking Aberdeen and Inverness at Inverurie, Insch
and Huntly. In addition, Inverurie benefits from rail services that
are extended from Aberdeen, having originated in Edinburgh. A
new railway station is currently under construction in Kintore, with
anticipated opening in May 2020.

Transport Scotland is currently taking forward plans to dual the
A96(T) between Aberdeen and Inverness, with construction
anticipated to be completed by 2030. The southern end of the A96
will also benefit from improvements at the Haudagain Roundabout
in Aberdeen City where the A96(T) meets the detrunked A92. The
site has now been cleared for construction and the improvement
is scheduled to be completed in Spring 2021.

Network Rail is also progressing a programme of improvements
on the Aberdeen to Inverness rail line, which has included
redoubling of the track between Aberdeen and Inverurie. From
December 2019, a 15-minute service frequency will be delivered
during peak periods and end-to-end journey times will be
improved.

4.2.4 A947 Corridor
The A947 corridor extends from Dyce to Banff, passing through
the settlements of Newmachar, Oldmeldrum and Turriff. The
entirety of this road is single carriageway within Aberdeenshire,
with the route characterised by many bends, poor visibility and
frequent accesses. A Route Improvement Strategy was developed
for the corridor throughout 2015, which has been designed to
provide a long-term plan for improving the A947 between
Aberdeen and Banff over the next 20 years. The ultimate goal of
the strategy and subsequent interventions is to develop a route
which is fit for purpose of connecting the communities along the
route in a safe, effective and sustainable manner, while fully
supporting the regeneration activity in North Aberdeenshire.

Public transport services operate along the corridor, many of which
operate between Aberdeen City and the key settlements noted
above. There is a railway station at Dyce (within Aberdeen City),
but the rail network does not extend northwards into
Aberdeenshire along this corridor. There is a mini Park and Ride
hub at Fyvie, located between Turriff and Oldmeldrum.

Other transport projects on the corridor include consideration of
the future development of a mini Park and Ride hub at
Oldmeldrum.

Figure 4.4: A96 Corridor
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4.2.5 A93 Corridor
The A93 corridor extends from Aberdeen to Braemar, passing through the settlements of Drumoak, Banchory,
Kincardine O’Neil, Aboyne and Ballater. The entirety of this road is single carriageway within Aberdeenshire.

Public transport services operate regularly
between Aberdeen and Banchory,
although the town is not served by the rail
network. Work is ongoing to establish a
mini Park and Ride hub at Crathes,
located approximately three miles east of
Banchory.

The A93 corridor forms the Deeside
Tourist Route between Aberdeen and
Perth, passing through the Cairngorms
National Park.

4.2.6 A944 Corridor
The A944 corridor extends from Aberdeen to Alford, passing through Westhill and Dunecht. Within Aberdeenshire,
the road is predominantly single carriageway.

Public transport services operate regularly between Aberdeen City and Westhill, although the town is not served
by the rail network. There is a Park and Ride site within the Aberdeen City boundary at Kingswells.

There is an AWPR junction on the A944 within the Aberdeen City boundary between Westhill and Kingswells. Since
the opening of the route, the junction has experienced instances of queuing and delay on the diverging slip roads
during peak periods. This is being monitored by Aberdeen City Council and Transport Scotland.

Westhill is the principal settlement along
this route. It is the base for a number of key
companies within the Oil and Gas sector,
including but not limited to companies
within the subsea sector. There are two
large business parks located within the
settlement; Westhill Business Park and 
Arnhall Business Park. Planning
Permission was granted in 2018 for
community and sports facilities, a football
academy (comprising outdoor pitches,
pavilion, ancillary buildings), a stadium
(20,000 capacity), ancillary uses, formation
of access roads, parking and associated
landscaping and engineering works. This
Planning Permission is subject to a number
of planning conditions including the delivery
of local parking controls and the provision
of pedestrian access across the A944. Should the conditions be met, the development will be located in close
proximity to the A944 within the Aberdeen City boundary between Westhill and Kingswells.

Figure 4.6: A93 Corridor
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4.3 Transport Planning Objectives
The TPOs developed as part of the previous DPMTAG assessment were reviewed in liaison with officers and it
was agreed that they remain appropriate for the current assessment. An additional TPO has been added to ensure
cognisance is taken of existing and emerging policies when assessing options.

Table 4.1: DPMTAG TPOs
Ref Transport Planning Objective Rationale

TPO1
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables achievement of the
LDP settlement objectives.

· Provides linkage between the DPMTAG
Assessment and the Aberdeenshire LDP.

· Reduces potential for transport options to
be incompatible with aspirations for the
settlements.

TPO2
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the safe operation of
the Strategic Transport Network.

· Ensures consideration of safety impacts of
transport options associated with new
developments.

TPO3

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient operation
of the Strategic Transport Network in the local
vicinity of the development.

· Enables consideration of the impacts that
the form, capacity and location of access
points may have on the operation of the
Strategic Transport Network.

TPO4

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that facilitates the efficient and
effective use of the wider Strategic Transport
Network.

· Ensures consideration of the wider
Strategic Transport Network, making best
use of available, current or future capacity.

TPO5

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that improves opportunities for, and
the attractiveness of, sustainable transport
options, including public transport.

· Supportive of SPP mode hierarchy.

TPO6
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that enables efficient and effective
freight movements.

· Road is the principal means by which freight
to/from/within North East Scotland is
transported. Consideration of freight
included in SPP.

TPO7

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP
proposals that supports and complements
wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local
level.

· Ensures consideration of National
Transport Strategy 2, Strategic Transport
Projects Review 2, the Cumulative
Transport Appraisal and strategic cycle
routes.

4.4 Summary
In summary, three key strategic transport corridors form the basis for the DPMTAG assessment; the A90 (North), 
the A90/A92 (South) and the A96. In addition, significant allocations in settlements located along the A93, A944
and A947 corridors will also be assessed.

The DPMTAG assessment will be undertaken taking cognisance of key strategic planning and transport policies,
taking a pragmatic and proportional approach, based on available evidence.

TPOs applicable across the DPMTAG assessment have been developed to provide a common base on which to
appraise the transport options associated with the LDP proposed allocations.
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5. A90 (North) Corridor: Settlement
Assessments

5.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level assessment of the settlements identified on the A90 (North) Corridor. Appraisal
is focussed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN. In
instances where proposed allocations are not considered significant to the STN, a commentary is given to capture
new issues arising since the publication of the current LDP.

5.2 Identification of Settlements
This section outlines the settlements identified for assessment on the A90 (North) Corridor – hereafter referred to
as the ‘A90 North settlements’. While no allocations have been assessed at Mintlaw, there is significant
development ongoing within the town through sites allocated in the Aberdeenshire 2017 LDP. A contributions
mechanism for improvements to the Toll of Birness junction has been established by way of planning condition
placed on the OP1 site in Mintlaw and this will be extended to all future residential development in Mintlaw.

Figure 5.1: A90 (North) Settlements to be assessed
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Table 5.1 below provides an outline of the travel context of the settlements, using origin destination data from the
2011 Census. As shown below, the furthest north settlements (Fraserburgh and Peterhead) have higher proportions
of people who travel to work within the town and smaller proportions of people commuting to Aberdeen. Settlements
further south demonstrate the reverse trend, with high rates of commuting to Aberdeen and smaller proportions of
people remaining within the same settlement for work.

Table 5.1: Summary of Census 2011 origin destination data

Settlement Commute within
settlement WFH Commute to Aberdeen

Fraserburgh 51% 10% 8%

Peterhead 46% 10% 12%

Ellon 18% 9% 37%

Pitmedden and Milldale 6% 13% 43%

Newburgh 5% 15% 44%

Balmedie 4% 10% 64%

Table 5.2 identifies those settlements requiring appraisal as part of the DPMTAG assessment, with new allocations
represented by green text.

Table 5.2: Settlements to be included in DPMTAG alongside LDP allocations

Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)
LDP Allocations (using Proposed LDP codes)

Fraserburgh Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 600 homes, sites for education/community use, health
centre and cemetery

· OP2 – 590 homes and land for two full size grass pitches with
changing facilities

· OP3 – 16.5ha employment land with a link road to OP5
· OP4 – 30 homes
· OP5 – 10.13ha employment land with a link road to OP3
· OP6 – 4ha employment land
· CC1 – bulky comparison outlets

Peterhead Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 1,265 homes, community facilities and 4ha
employment land

· OP2 – 210 homes
· OP3 – 225 homes
· OP4 – 11.6ha employment land
· OP5 & SR1 – 35.3ha employment land and 42.6ha Strategic

Reserve Land
· OP6 – 9.1ha commercial land
· CC1 – 9.5ha Commercial Centre

Ellon Appraisal No

· OP1 – 980 homes, a new primary school and associated
facilities and 2ha employment land

· OP2 – Provisionally mixed use options are being explored
including housing, affordable housing, community uses and
office space

· OP3 – 10 homes
· OP4 – 29ha employment land
· CC1 – 10,000m2 retail and leisure uses

Pitmedden and
Milldale Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 64 homes and public open space
· OP2 – 219 homes and new primary school
· OP3 – 68 homes
· OP4 – 10 homes and 0.8ha employment land
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Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)
LDP Allocations (using Proposed LDP codes)

Newburgh Commentary Yes
· OP1 – Community uses and 0.8ha of employment land
· OP2 – 60 homes
· OP3 – 160 homes

Balmedie Commentary No

· OP1 – 80 homes, 11ha employment land, mixed commercial
land, retail and hotel

· OP2 – 220 homes
· OP3 – 550 dwellinghouses (up to 500 residential units and a

minimum of 50 leisure/resort units), community facilities
(Class 10 non-residential institutions and Class 11 assembly
and leisure), development falling within Class 1 (shops),
Class 2 (financial, professional and other services), Class 3
(food and drink), landscaping and supporting infrastructure

5.3 Fraserburgh
5.3.1 Settlement Context
Situated 40 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Fraserburgh is the centre of Aberdeenshire Council’s Banff and Buchan
administrative area. It had an estimated population of 13,180 in 201614. The town is located at the northern terminus
of the A90 (North), which is comprised of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon and single carriageway
thereafter to Fraserburgh via Peterhead.

The most direct route between Aberdeen and Fraserburgh is via the single carriageway A952. This is accessed six
miles north-east of Ellon via the A90 (North) Toll of Birness junction, re-joining the A90 (North) at Cortes junction
five miles south of Fraserburgh. A further principal road link in the area is the A98 along the north Aberdeenshire
coast connecting Fraserburgh with Banff, Moray and beyond.

Fraserburgh is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes. The town has
two bus interchange points; at Broad Street and Hanover Street Bus Station, with two mainline corridor services
connecting Fraserburgh to Aberdeen and further services connecting Fraserburgh to the local area.

According to 2011 Census data, over 50% of commuters in Fraserburgh commute within the town and a further
10% mainly work from home. Other destinations include A90 North settlements (e.g. 5% commute to Peterhead),
Aberdeen City and other settlements in Aberdeenshire. Around 7% indicated no fixed place of work and a further
7% work offshore.

5.3.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.3, four sites were allocated in Fraserburgh in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3 and CC1. The
table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations for the Proposed 2021
LDP, represented by green text.

Table 5.3: Current Status of Allocations – Fraserburgh
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – under
construction OP1 600 homes, sites for education/community use, health

centre and cemetery

OP2 Allocated – no bid OP2 590 homes and land for two full size grass pitches with
changing facilities

OP3 Allocated – no bid OP3 16.5ha employment land with a link road to OP5

- New OP4 30 homes – subject to bid BB035

14 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/23881/banffandbuchanprofile.pdf
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2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

BUS3 Allocated – no bid OP5 10.13ha employment land with a link road to OP3

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP6 4ha employment land

CC1 Allocated – no bid CC1 Bulky comparison outlets
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Figure 5.2: Fraserburgh 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.3.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocation for 30 homes (OP4) as an extension of the OP1 site in the south of the town;

· Existing OP1 allocation is proposed to be separated into OP1 and OP6 to enable the business land
element of the allocation to be distinguished; and

· The BUS3 site included within the 2017 LDP has been allocated as an opportunity site for 10.13ha
employment land.

It is considered that these changes will not have a notable impact on the STN. Therefore, based on the allocations
promoted for Fraserburgh in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the
2019 DPMTAG assessment.

With regards the new allocation, OP4, it is anticipated that the site will be aligned with the phased development of
the adjacent mixed use site OP1, on the condition that the OP4 development accords with the Masterplan for OP1
and that pedestrian access linking the two sites is provided.

The DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015 appraised two options for Fraserburgh:

· FB-01 – Junction improvements along Boothby Road to facilitate Merryhillock Development; fifth arm off A90
(North) trunk road roundabout at Kirkton, and fifth arm off Boothby Road roundabout to facilitate Kirkton
Development; and

· FB-02 – As per above, but with no significant change to trunk road roundabout; additional roundabout created 
on local road network adjacent to site, to facilitate access to Kirkton Development.

It concluded that whilst the trunk road access option (FB-01) performed more strongly against TPOs, the local road
network access option (FB-02) should form the basis for the site’s access arrangement, unless or until the
developer of the Kirkton site is able to fulfil the conditions stated in the Masterplan for the trunk road junction. The
updated Masterplan for the Kirkton site published in 201615 confirms the preference for a new 3-arm roundabout
from Boothby Road to provide the primary access to the site.

Whilst there have been no changes to the road network in close proximity to Fraserburgh, studies have been
ongoing to identify and examine options for improving strategic transport connections between Fraserburgh,
Peterhead and Aberdeen, incorporating the Energetica corridor and covering all modes of transport including rail,
bus and active travel connections. Interventions emerging from the studies include junction improvements at Ellon,
Toll of Birness and the Cortes junction; improvements to the Ellon bypass; Ellon to Toll of Birness dualling; and 
overtaking sections and safety improvements on the A90(T) and A952.

5.4 Peterhead
5.4.1 Settlement Context
Situated 32 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Peterhead is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Buchan
administrative area. The settlement is the largest in Aberdeenshire, with an estimated population of 19,966 in
201616. The town is located on the A90 (North), which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. This
road is dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon and is single carriageway thereafter to Peterhead. The A90
(North) forms a bypass around the western edge of Peterhead and continues north of Peterhead to form a
connection with Fraserburgh. Another principal road link serving the area is the A950, linking Peterhead with
Longside, Mintlaw and New Pitsligo.

Peterhead is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes. The town has three
bus interchange points, which are located at Back Street, Chapel Street and the bus station on Windmill Street.
There are a number of mainline corridor services operating to Aberdeen and many services connecting Peterhead
to the local area.

15 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/17183/kirkton-masterplan-update.pdf
16 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22101/peterhead-profile-september-2017.pdf
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According to 2011 Census data, around 46% of commuters in Peterhead commute within the town and a further
10% mainly work from home. Other destinations include A90 North settlements (5%), elsewhere in Aberdeenshire
(15%) and Aberdeen City (12%). Around 7% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 5% work offshore.

5.4.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.4, seven sites were allocated in Peterhead in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4, OP5,
OP6 and CC1. The table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations for
the Proposed 2021 LDP, represented by green text.

Table 5.4: Current Status of Allocations – Peterhead
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP4 Under construction – remove - -

OP5 Complete - remove - -

OP1 Allocated – Bid BU046 OP1 1,265 homes, community facilities and 4ha employment
land

OP2 Under construction – retain OP2 210 homes

OP3 Under construction - retain OP3 225 homes

BUS3 New OP4 11.6ha employment land

OP6 New OP5 &
SR1

35.3ha employment land and 42.6ha strategic reserve
land

BUS3 New OP6 9.1ha commercial land

CC1 Allocated – no bid CC1 9.5ha commercial centre
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Figure 5.3: Peterhead 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.4.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following change relative to the current LDP:

· Three sites allocated for a total of 46.9ha employment land, 42.6ha strategic reserve land and 9.1ha
commercial land.

It is considered that this change will not have a notable impact on the STN. Therefore, based on the allocations
promoted for Peterhead in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the
2019 DPMTAG assessment.

The DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015 appraised one option for Peterhead that included improvements to
the existing junctions of the trunk road network and grade separated crossings of the A90 for pedestrians and
cyclists to Site OP1.

The principal concern in Peterhead remains the issue of severance. The OP1 site is severed from Peterhead by
the A90 trunk road and therefore at least two pedestrian/cycle routes crossing the A90 are required from the
commencement of any development. It should be noted that other opportunity sites taken forward are within the
boundary of the A90.

Whilst there have been no changes to the road network in close proximity to Peterhead, studies have been ongoing
to identify and examine options for improving strategic transport connections between Fraserburgh, Peterhead and
Aberdeen, incorporating the Energetica corridor and covering all modes of transport including rail, bus and active
travel connections. Interventions emerging from the studies include junction improvements at Ellon, Toll of Birness
and the Cortes junction; improvements to the Ellon bypass; Ellon to Toll of Birness dualling; and overtaking sections
and safety improvements on the A90(T) and A952.

5.5 Ellon
5.5.1 Settlement Context
Situated 16 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Ellon is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine
administrative area. It had an estimated population of 10,832 in 201617. The town is located west of the A90 (North),
which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. Following the opening of the AWPR/B-T, the route is
now comprised of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon. Other principal road links in the area are the
A948 and the A920, which is an important cross-country, single carriageway link to both Oldmeldrum and Inverurie
(via the B9170). The A948 is a single carriageway route to New Deer.

Ellon is not served by the rail network but is a strategically important centre for bus routes, with a bus interchange
point at Market Street. There is a Park and Ride site located in the east of the town, adjacent to the A90. There is
a planned extension of the Park and Ride site at Ellon including an extension of the car park by an additional 91
spaces and a new access road to a new set of bus stances.

According to 2011 Census data, around 18% of commuters in Ellon commute within the town and a further 9%
mainly work from home. This is a notable difference from the A90 North settlements of Fraserburgh, where around
50% commute within the town and Peterhead, where around 46% commute within the town. The relative proximity
to Aberdeen means that around 36% commute to a destination within the city. Other destinations include A90 North
settlements (12%) and other settlements in Aberdeenshire (9%). Around 11% indicated no fixed place of work and
a further 4% work offshore.

5.5.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.5, five sites were allocated in Ellon in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4 and CC1. The
table provides an update on the status of these allocations.

Table 5.5: Current Status of Allocations - Ellon
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – Bid FR090 OP1 980 homes, a new primary school and associated
facilities, and 2ha employment land

17 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22092/ellon-profile-september-2017.pdf
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2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP2 Allocated – no bid OP2
Provisionally mixed use options are being explored
including housing, affordable housing, community uses
and office space

OP3 Under construction –
Bid FR011 OP3 10 homes

OP4 Allocated – no bid OP4 29ha employment land

CC1 Allocated – Bid FR032 CC1 10,000m2 retail and leisure uses
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Figure 5.4: Ellon 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.5.3 DPMTAG 2019 – Assessment of Current Transport Issues in Ellon
There are no new sites within Ellon recommended for inclusion in the Proposed 2021 LDP. The most significant
allocation within the settlement remains the OP1 Cromleybank allocation in the south east of the town. In the
previous DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015, two options were considered to facilitate the proposed
development within Ellon:

· Assuming Site OP1 with a bridge over the River Ythan; and

· Assuming Site OP1 with a southern Ellon bypass/distributor road.

As part of Aberdeenshire Council’s call for sites, bids were received for two sites adjacent to Golf View in the north
of Ellon for a combined total of 83 homes. While these sites were initially not preferred as part of the MIR, a special
meeting of the Formartine Area Committee in September 2019 agreed to recommend to the Infrastructure Services
Committee that these bids be allocated within the Proposed 2021 LDP. Densifying of the sites concluded that the
two sites could accommodate 226 homes in total.

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment, the AWPR/B-T is now fully open to traffic with a number of other projects,
studies and interventions being progressed in the region. Following detailed discussion with Aberdeenshire Council
officers, it was considered prudent to place the DPMTAG analysis of the River Ythan bridge and southern
bypass/distributor road in the 2019 transport and development planning context set out in Chapter 2 as it has been
observed that circumstances have changed in Ellon since the first DPMTAG assessment was completed in 2015.
Consequently, this merits detailed consideration of whether existing LDP allocations in the town should continue to
be promoted in the current transport context.

Completion of the AWPR/B-T has had an unanticipated effect of displacing congestion along the A90(T) between
Balmedie and Tipperty to the two roundabouts that provide access into the south and north of Ellon. This is also
having an impact on local movements within the town itself. Google Traffic information (Figure 5.5) provides an
indication of the extent of traffic flow issues currently being experienced in the area during the PM peak. This is
based on typical traffic during a Wednesday PM Peak (based on flows at 5:25pm). These issues have been
validated by Aberdeenshire Council officer observations on site.
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Figure 5.5: Google traffic - typical Wednesday traffic at 5:25pm

To support the previous DPMTAG assessment, micro-simulation modelling work was undertaken to directly
compare the two options and both options were found to mitigate the impact of the Cromleybank development,
though with differing impacts within the centre of Ellon. The modelling work confirmed that whilst the bridge option
would be used by vehicles travelling to and from the development site, it would not be widely used by other traffic.
The bypass option was found to reduce delay heading both eastbound and westbound along the A920. The work
further concluded that both options would have minimal impacts on the strategic road network and would also be
aided by at-grade roundabout improvements on the A90(T).
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An Ellon Reference Case traffic model was developed for Aberdeenshire Council by SIAS in 2014 to assist in the
testing of future LDP allocations for the town and potential improvement measures to support these allocations.
The model contained a 2009 Base plus Committed developments to 2023, with strategic traffic growth applied with
reference to the Aberdeen Sub Area Model (ASAM). The following tests were undertaken:

· 2023 Reference Case – including improvements to the A90 northern roundabout, providing a starting model
for Tests 1-3 listed below;

· Test 1 – featuring the Reference Case + a 300m dual carriageway on the north exit from the A90 southern
roundabout to enable two lanes south-north;

· Test 2 – featuring Test 1 + additional changes at the A90 southern roundabout; with two right turn lanes 
enabled from the B9005 to the A90 South; and

· Test 3 – featuring Test 2 + traffic signals at the A90 southern roundabout (assessed in LinSig).

The outcomes of the tests are shown below.

Given the location of the OP1 Cromleybank site in the south of the town, traffic will access the development from
the STN via the A90(T)/B9005 roundabout (i.e. the Ellon South roundabout) and will thus be less subject to reported
and observed traffic flow issues on the A90(T) Ellon bypass between the aforementioned roundabout and the
A90(T)/A948 ‘north’ roundabout. Considering this, and the results of the above modelling indicating that issues on
the B9005 South Road in Ellon can be mitigated by the introduction of right-turn lanes when introduced along with
traffic signals at the A90 southern roundabout, it is concluded that the Cromleybank site remains the most
appropriate site on which to allocate housing land in Ellon.

A refresh of the micro-simulation work for Ellon is currently ongoing and there is thus subsequent opportunity to
review these outcomes again in the future.

It is considered that proposals for housing land allocations adjacent to Golf View in the north of the town are
undeliverable. It is considered that any development to the north of the River Ythan (i.e. potentially requiring
vehicles to utilise the A90(T) between these interchange points) will exacerbate congestion issues in Ellon and
should be withdrawn from consideration in the Proposed 2021 LDP until such time that there are strategic
interventions in place along the A90(T)18. This recommendation was reported to Aberdeenshire Council’s
Infrastructure Services Committee on 3 October 2019. The issue was further discussed at the meeting of
Formartine Area Committee on 29 October 2019 and referred to the meeting of Infrastructure Services on 28

18 The FPASTS Road study also considered options for the upgrade of Toll of Birness, including an option for a roundabout and
an option for a grade separated junction. The roundabout option can be delivered independently of a dualled A90 between Ellon
and Toll of Birness, but the grade separated junction option requires the dualling of the Ellon-Toll of Birness section to be
deliverable.

2023 Reference Case
Problems with A90 southern

roundabout; queuing and delays
exiting B9005 approach

(PM peak)

Test 1
Reduced queuing and delays

exiting B9005 approach
(PM peak)

Test 2
Further reduced queuing and

delays exiting B9005 approach
(PM peak) comparing to Test 1

Test 3
Significantly reduced queuing

and journey time at B9005
approach to the A90 southern

roundabout in both time periods
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November 2019. Infrastructure Services Committee agreed with officers that the Golf View sites should not be
included in the proposed LDP due to the impacts on congestion.

In addition, as noted earlier in this report, Aberdeenshire Council is supporting strategic transport appraisal work
on the A90 corridor which is assessing options to improve trunk road infrastructure in the Ellon area. This FPASTS
study has considered options to upgrade the two roundabouts at Ellon with additional capacity, improvements that
would be designed to tie in with the provision of any future dualling of the A90(T) Ellon bypass.

It is considered that in addition to the mitigation measures discussed throughout this section, it will be important to
promote a remote/flexible working pattern and behaviour change in the region, supporting the travel behaviour
change work of the Getabout partnership that is ongoing across Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire. The Getabout
programme encourages people to think about the best way to complete each journey, promoting active travel for
shorter trips and public transport for longer trips where possible. This is in line with national, regional and local
aspirations to increase the number of people travelling by sustainable modes and to reduce the number of car trips
undertaken on the network. Promotion of behaviour change and a remote/flexible working patterns is particularly
important for Ellon, from which a higher proportion of people travel to and from Aberdeen when compared with the
towns further north on the A90.

Future transport and development planning work undertaken by Aberdeenshire Council will require the issues in
Ellon to be further considered in the context of the outcomes of further transport appraisal work on the A90 corridor,
as well as the investment hierarchy set out by Transport Scotland in NTS2 (see Chapter 2). It is also noted that
further data collection is currently being undertaken to support the upgrade of ASAM, including in the Ellon area.
Aberdeenshire Council will assess the timescales for delivery of this data and the potential to include its analysis
within this DPMTAG assessment as this process continues.

The following sections include an assessment of problems, issues, opportunities and constraints in Ellon and
revalidation of the appraisal undertaken as part of the initial DPMTAG assessment in 2015 to take account of
observed issues in Ellon following the completion of the AWPR/B-T scheme.

5.5.4 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Ellon. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.

Table 5.6: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Ellon)
Comment

Problems

· Congestion experienced at the north and south roundabouts and on the Ellon bypass
between the junctions.

· Pressure on the signalised junction at A920 Riverside Road and B9005 South Road.
· Displacement of congestion issues on A90 due to completion of Balmedie to Tipperty

scheme, contributing to the above.

Opportunities

· Completion of A90 dualling between Balmedie and Tipperty has improved journey times
by car to/from Aberdeen, increasing the attractiveness of new housing and other
development in Ellon.

· Opportunity for deliverable mitigation measures to facilitate Cromleybank development.
· Technological advances enabling remote and flexible working.

Issues
· Identified mitigation options include a new bridge across the River Ythan and a new

southern bypass link road between the A920 and B9005.

Constraints
· Extent of land within roads boundary, and within developer control places a constraint on

the mitigation options available.
· Bridge on the A90 Ellon bypass places a constraint on the mitigation options available.
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5.5.5 Settlement Option Generation
The options for Ellon are set out in Table 5.7 below.

Table 5.7: Ellon DPMTAG Options

Option Reference Option

EL-01
· Assuming Sites OP1 and OP4 with Bridge over River Ythan to facilitate

Cromleybank development with associated improvements to local and trunk road
junctions.

EL-02
· Assuming Sites OP1 and OP4 with Ellon bypass/distributor road to facilitate

Cromleybank development with associated improvements to local and trunk road
junctions.
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5.5.6 Option Appraisal

EL-01 EL-02
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To help contribute to the overall sense of place in the

community;
· Enhance the role of the settlement as a service centre;
· Meet local housing need in the settlement;
· Meeting housing need in the wider SGA as defined by

Aberdeen City and Shire SDP;
· Support local services and facilities;
· Preserve the amenity of the settlement; and
· To support economic development in the Energetica

Corridor

2 2
Both options contribute to the achievement of LDP settlement objectives. Both enhance the
town as a sub-regional service centre, providing the opportunity for employment and housing
in the SGA and the Energetica Corridor.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport Network 0 1

Option EL-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts on the safe operation of the STN,
subject to the satisfactory execution of local access improvements. With regards Option EL-
02, which promotes an additional routing option for east-west movements across Ellon, the
potential removal of some trips from the STN will have the effect of facilitating improved
movements through the A90 junctions and will thus have a minor beneficial impact on the safe
operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

0 1

Option EL-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts on the efficient operation of the STN
in the local vicinity of the development, subject to the satisfactory execution of local access
improvements. With regards Option EL-02, which promotes an additional routing option for
east-west movements across Ellon, the potential removal of some trips from the STN will have
the effect of facilitating improved movements through the A90 junctions and will thus have a
minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

0 1

Option EL-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts on the efficient and effective use of
the wider STN, subject to the satisfactory execution of local access improvements. With
regards Option EL-02, which promotes an additional routing option for east-west movements
across Ellon, the potential removal of some trips from the STN will have the effect of facilitating
improved movements through the A90 junctions and will thus have a minor beneficial impact
on the efficient and effective use of the wider STN. It is considered that this option may better
accommodate east-west flows from the A90 (North) to the A920.
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Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

1 0

It is considered Option EL-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route
from the A90 North to the town centre, simultaneously facilitating the Cromleybank
development. Option EL-02 is considered to deliver negligible impacts in terms of improving
opportunities for, and the attractiveness of sustainable public transport options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 0 1

Option EL-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts in terms of enabling efficient and
effective freight movements. Option EL-02 provides the potential for a relatively direct freight
route between the A90 North and the A920, avoiding Ellon town centre.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 1

Option EL-01, by providing a potential public transport route into Ellon town centre, may support
elements of wider national, regional and local policies, though is likely to have negligible
impacts on this TPO overall. Minor beneficial impacts may be associated with Option EL-02 in
terms of its ability to enhance the safe, efficient and effective operation of the STN and the
benefits it will bring to Ellon itself.

Implementability

Affordability Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Given the extensive work necessary to implement both Options EL-01 and EL-02, it is
anticipated both options will incur high costs. However, given the size of the development
proposed, it is considered that both have a medium affordability risk.

Technical Feasibility High
Risk

Med
Risk

For Option EL-01, there are technical challenges to be overcome with respect to bridge design
and construction to minimise a range of environmental impacts on the river and floodplain of
the Ythan. There are also challenges related to maintaining access to the existing Water
Treatment Works on Castle Road. At the present stage, it has been associated with a high risk
for technical feasibility, but it is anticipated that this rating may reduce during the design process
if the option was to be taken forward. For Option EL-02, challenges relate to the construction
of the new link road and associated environmental assessments. It has been assigned a
medium risk at the present stage.

Operational Feasibility Low
Risk

Low
Risk

Subject to correct execution, both options are considered to be low risk with respect to
operational performance.

Public Acceptability Low
Risk

Med
Risk

There is community aspiration to deliver Option EL-01. Option EL-02 was subject to public
consultation on the development framework for Cromleybank. It may be associated with higher
risk relative to the consents process.

STAG Criteria

Environment -1 -1
Potential minor negative environmental impacts are anticipated from the implementation of
both options, primarily during construction. Appropriate environmental mitigation will require to
be identified.

Safety 0 1
Option EL-01 is considered to deliver negligible impacts on the safety criterion, subject to the
satisfactory execution of local access improvements. With regards Option EL-02, which
promotes an additional routing option for east-west movements across Ellon, the potential
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removal of some trips from the STN could have the effect of facilitating improved movements
through the A90 junctions and will thus have a minor beneficial impact on the safety criterion.

Economy 1 1 Minor beneficial impact on economy is anticipated with both options.

Integration 1 1

It is anticipated Option EL-01 will have a minor beneficial impact arising from improved
connections to the industrial areas to the north east of the town. It may also facilitate transport
integration through the creation of a new public transport route. No significant impacts on
integration are anticipated with Option EL-02 though this option does support the wider policy
framework at the national, regional and local level.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion 1 1 Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion is anticipated with both options.

5.5.7  Summary of Appraisal
EL-01: Assuming Sites OP1 and OP4 with Bridge over River Ythan to facilitate Cromleybank development and associated improvements to local and trunk road junctions

Overall, this option typically has a negligible impact against the TPOs.

High costs would be anticipated with the construction of the proposed bridge, however, given the size of the development proposed, it is considered to have a medium affordability risk. It
may have land assembly issues and possible environmental impact risks. This option is included in the LDP, reducing the element of implementability risk.

As this option provides connections to out of town developments within Ellon, it provides greater opportunities for sustainable/public transport.

Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, although minor negative environmental impacts could arise – primarily during construction.

EL-02: Assuming Sites OP1 and OP4 with Ellon bypass/distributor road to facilitate Cromleybank development, with associated improvements to local and trunk road junctions

Overall, this option performs relatively well against the TPOs, particularly with regard to enabling achievement of the LDP settlement objectives for Ellon.

High costs would be anticipated with the construction of the proposed bypass, however, given the size of the development proposed, it is considered to have a medium affordability risk.
This option is included in the LDP, reducing the element of implementability risk.

Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, although minor negative environmental impacts could arise – primarily during construction.

5.5.8 Outcome
Overall, Option EL-02 is stronger performing against the appraisal criteria than Option EL-01. It typically delivers minor beneficial impacts against the suite of criteria considered in the
appraisal above.

Delivery of the bridge option would offer suitable access to and from Cromleybank from Ellon town centre but would not address wider transportation issues that have arisen since the
previous DPMTAG assessment was undertaken and the AWPR/B-T was completed.
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Therefore, based on the objective-led appraisal framework required by the DPMTAG assessment – and
consideration of the available traffic modelling information that has been undertaken in respect of future LDP
allocations for Ellon and measures to support these allocations – it is recommended that the Ellon southern
bypass/distributor road option, together with the deliverable mitigation measures identified in the Ellon Traffic
Modelling Study, mitigate the impacts of the Cromleybank development such that there is no net detriment to the
existing network.

5.6 Pitmedden and Milldale
5.6.1 Settlement Context
Situated 14 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Pitmedden is located within Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine
administrative area. It had an estimated population of 1,440 in 201619. The village is located on the A920 between
Oldmeldrum and Ellon. The A920 is a single carriageway route and important cross-country link connecting to the
A96 in the west and Ellon in the east.

Pitmedden is not served by the rail network and there are limited bus services operating through the area. However,
there is at least one bus an hour to Aberdeen between 06:00 and 22:00, with services increased to every 20 minutes
in the morning peak. Additionally, there are six services per day operating to Ellon and five services operating per
day to Oldmeldrum.

According to 2011 Census data, a small proportion of commuters travel to work within Pitmedden (around 6%),
with a higher proportion working from home (13%). The most common destination for those travelling to work from
Pitmedden is Aberdeen with 43% commuting to destinations within the city. 9% of commuters travel to another key
A90 North settlement and 16% travel elsewhere in Aberdeenshire for work. Around 9% indicated no fixed place of
work and a further 3% work offshore.

5.6.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.8, two sites were allocated in Pitmedden in the 2017 LDP: OP1 and OP2. The table provides
an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations for the Proposed 2021 LDP, represented
by green text.

Table 5.8: Current Status of Allocations – Pitmedden
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Under construction - remove -

OP2 Allocated – no bid OP1 64 homes and public open space

- New – bids FR007 and
FR006 OP2 219 homes and new primary school

- New – bid FR108 OP3 68 homes

BUS2 New – bid FR015 OP4 10 homes and 0.8ha employment land

19 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22988/aberdeenshire-settlements-2016.pdf
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Figure 5.6: Pitmedden 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.6.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocations OP2, OP3 and OP4 would generate a combined total of 287 homes and a potential
new primary school; and

· The BUS2 site included within the 2017 LDP has been allocated as an opportunity site for 10 homes and
0.8ha employment land.

According to census information, the most common destination for those travelling to work from Pitmedden is
Aberdeen City, meaning traffic would typically route via the B999 and connect with the STN at the A92 Murcar
Roundabout within the Aberdeen City boundary.

As noted in Section 5.6.1, the A920 provides an important link east to Ellon and beyond, with census information
suggesting that 7% of those travelling to work from Pitmedden have a destination that may necessitate use of this
route (e.g. for trips to Ellon, Peterhead and Fraserburgh). As this is a relatively small proportion of commuters, it is
considered that the proposed allocations for Pitmedden will not have a notable impact on the STN and it is therefore
concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.

5.7 Newburgh
5.7.1 Settlement Context
Situated 13 miles to the north of Aberdeen, Newburgh is located within Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine
administrative area. It had an estimated population of 1,510 in 201620. The village is located east of the A90 (North),
which is the principal road link to the settlement from Aberdeen. Following the opening of the AWPR/B-T, the route
is now comprised of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon. Other principal road links in the area are the
B9000 and the A975. The B9000 is a single carriageway route to Pitmedden and the A975 is a single carriageway
route connecting Newburgh and Cruden Bay.

Newburgh is not served by the rail network and there are limited bus services operating through the area. However,
there is at least one bus an hour to Aberdeen between 05:00 and 23:00. Additionally, there is an hourly service to
Ellon between 08:00 and 18:00.

According to 2011 Census data, a small proportion of commuters travel to work within Newburgh (around 5%), with
a higher proportion working from home (15%). The most common destination for those travelling to work from
Newburgh is Aberdeen with 44% commuting to destinations within the city. 15% of commuters travel to another
key A90 North settlement and 9% travel elsewhere in Aberdeenshire for work. Around 8% indicated no fixed place
of work and a further 2% work offshore.

5.7.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.9, two sites were allocated in Newburgh in the 2017 LDP: OP1 and OP2. The table provides
an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations for the Proposed 2021 LDP, represented
by green text.

Table 5.9: Current Status of Allocations – Newburgh
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP1 Community uses and 0.8ha employment land

OP2 Under construction – retain OP2 60 homes

- New – bid FR029 OP3 160 homes

20 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22988/aberdeenshire-settlements-2016.pdf
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Figure 5.7: Newburgh 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.7.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following change relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocation for 160 homes (OP3) in the west of the village between OP1 and OP2.

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment, the strategic road network has undergone a significant change as a
result of the Balmedie to Tipperty dualling, which opened to traffic in August 2018. This has seen grade separated
junctions introduced at the A90(T) junction with the A975 to the south of Newburgh and at the A90(T) junction with
the B9000 to the west of Newburgh. This has significantly improved access to Newburgh from the strategic road
network where the junctions were previously at-grade from a single carriageway road.

It is considered that the proposed allocation for 160 homes in Newburgh will not have a notable impact on the STN,
particularly given the additional capacity that now exists on the A90(T) and the improved accesses to the village.
Therefore, based on the allocations promoted for Newburgh in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional
appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.

5.8 Balmedie
5.8.1 Settlement Context
Situated eight miles to the north of Aberdeen, the village of Balmedie is located within Aberdeenshire Council’s
Formartine administrative area. It had a population 2,560 in 201621. The village is located immediately to the east
of the A90 (North), which is the principal road link to the village from Aberdeen. As part of the AWPR/B-T project,
the A90(T) is now comprised of dual carriageway between Aberdeen and Ellon. The improved connection between
Balmedie and Tipperty opened to traffic in August 2018 and includes a new grade separated junction serving
Balmedie at the south end of the village.

Balmedie is not served by the rail network but is generally served by at least one bus an hour during the hours of
05:00 and 23:00.

According to 2011 Census data, a very small proportion of commuters travel to work within Balmedie (around 4%),
with a higher proportion working from home (9%). The most common destination for those travelling to work from
Balmedie is Aberdeen with 64% commuting to destinations within the city. Only 3.5% of commuters travel to another
key A90 North settlement and 7% travel elsewhere in Aberdeenshire for work. Around 8% indicated no fixed place
of work and a further 3% work offshore.

5.8.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 5.10, three sites were allocated in Balmedie in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2 and OP3. The table
provides an update on the status of these allocations.

Table 5.10: Current Status of Allocations - Balmedie
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – bid FR077 OP1 80 homes, 11ha employment land, commercial land, retail
and hotel

OP2 Allocated – bid FR124 OP2 220 homes

OP3 Allocated – no bid OP3

Erection of 550 Dwellinghouses (Up to 500 Residential
Units and a Minimum of 50 Leisure/Resort Units),
Community Facilities (Class 10 Non-residential
Institutions and Class 11 Assembly and Leisure),
Development Falling within Class 1 (Shops), Class 2
(Financial, Professional and Other services), Class 3
(Food and Drink), Landscaping and Supporting
Infrastructure

21 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22988/aberdeenshire-settlements-2016.pdf
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Figure 5.8: Balmedie 2021 LDP Allocations
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Figure 5.9: Balmedie 2021 LDP Allocations
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5.8.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Additional 100 homes in total as part of the OP1 and OP2 sites; and

· Additional 6ha employment land as part of the OP1 site.

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment, the strategic road network has undergone a significant change as a
result of the Balmedie to Tipperty dualling, which opened to traffic in August 2018. This has seen a grade separated
junction introduced at the A90(T) junction with the B977 to the south of Balmedie. The new grade separated junction
has enhanced access into the village, improving the safety and capacity of the junction.

It is considered that the proposed allocation for additional homes and employment land in Balmedie will not have
a notable impact on the STN, particularly given the additional capacity that now exists on the A90(T) and the
improved access to the village. Therefore, based on the allocations promoted for Balmedie in the 2021 LDP, it is
concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.
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5.9 Summary
This chapter has provided an assessment of identified settlements on the A90 (North) Corridor in relation to existing
and proposed allocations.

It has outlined travel to work patterns, highlighting that the furthest north settlements (Fraserburgh and Peterhead)
have far higher rates of travelling to work within the town than the settlements further south, where it is more
common for people to travel to work to a destination within Aberdeen City.

This chapter has also provided an update on the status of existing allocations along the A90 North corridor.
Progress has been made with sites now under construction in Peterhead, Ellon, Pitmedden and Newburgh. In
terms of allocations proposed for the 2021 LDP, there are few recommended in addition to those allocated as part
of the 2017 LDP. The most significant proposed allocations are for Pitmedden (combined total of 297 homes, land
for a new primary school and 0.8ha employment land) and Newburgh (160 homes). However, it is not considered
that these allocations will have a notable impact on the STN, particularly given the additional capacity that has
been provided as a result of the completed AWPR/B-T scheme.

Along the A90 corridor, issues of congestion are being experienced on the STN at Ellon. Completion of the
AWPR/B-T has had an unanticipated effect of displacing congestion along the A90(T) between Balmedie and
Tipperty to the two roundabouts that provide access into the south and north of Ellon. This chapter has considered
micro-simulation modelling work that has been undertaken for Ellon and has concluded that Cromleybank remains
the most appropriate site for allocating housing land within the settlement. Revalidation of the appraisal for Ellon in
the current context determined that the southern bypass/distributor road option is the most appropriate option for
mitigating the effect of the Cromleybank development. In order to facilitate the Cromleybank development, a
number of other mitigation measures are likely to be required in addition to the distributor road. Modelling
undertaken in 2014 highlighted that measures implemented at the A90 southern roundabout would help to reduce
queuing and journey time at the B9005 approach to the roundabout, with increasing levels of intervention providing
increased benefits. Measures include:

· A 300m dual carriageway on the north exit from the A90 southern roundabout to enable two lanes north-south;

· Additional changes at the A90 southern roundabout, with two right turn lanes enabled from the B9005 to the
A90 South; and

· Traffic signals at the A90 southern roundabout.

In addition to infrastructure interventions, it will be important to promote a remote/flexible working pattern in the
area and behaviour change in line with national, regional and local aspirations to increase the number of people
travelling by sustainable modes and reduce the number of car trips undertaken on the network. At a regional level,
travel behaviour change work is ongoing through the Getabout partnership. This is particularly important for Ellon,
from which a higher proportion of people travel to and from Aberdeen when compared with the towns further north
on the A90.
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6. A90/A92 (South) Corridor:
Settlement Assessments

6.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level assessment of the settlements identified on the A90/A92 (South) Corridor.
Appraisal is focussed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
In instances where proposed allocations are not considered significant to the STN, a commentary is given to
capture new issues arising since the 2017 LDP.

6.2 Identification of Settlements
This section outlines the settlements identified for assessment on the A90/A92 (South) Corridor.

Figure 6.1: A90/A92 (South) Settlements to be assessed
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Table 6.1 below provides an outline of the travel context of the settlements, using origin destination data from the
2011 Census. In terms of travel movements on the A90/A92 (South) corridor, Laurencekirk has a notably smaller
proportion of people commuting to work in Aberdeen, reflecting its location close to the southern extent of
Aberdeenshire and proximity to the Angus local authority area. Within Angus, Montrose is the most common
destination for those travelling to work from Laurencekirk.

Table 6.1: Summary of Census 2011 origin destination data

Settlement Commute within
settlement WFH Commute to Aberdeen

Laurencekirk 18% 14% 25%

Stonehaven 21% 9% 42%

Portlethen 17% 9% 55%

Table 6.2 identifies those settlements requiring appraisal as part of the DPMTAG assessment, with new allocations
represented by green text.

Table 6.2: Settlements to be included in DPMTAG alongside LDP allocations

Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)
LDP Allocations (using Proposed 2021 LDP codes)

Marywell Commentary Yes · BUS1 – 46ha employment land and Class 11 leisure uses
· OP1 – 52 homes

Portlethen Appraisal Yes

· OP1 – 176 homes
· OP2 – 6.5ha employment land
· OP3 – 5.5ha employment land (Class 6 storage)
· OP4 – 10ha employment land (waste facilities)
· OP5 – Health fitness club
· OP6 – Food retail (1,100m2) and drive-thru restaurant

(450m2) or a garden centre and restaurant (2,500m2)

Chapelton Commentary No · OP1 – Mix of uses including 4,045 homes, 11.5ha
employment land and 11ha identified as strategic reserve

Stonehaven Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 155 homes
· OP2 – 212 homes
· OP3 – 99 homes
· OP4 – 50 homes
· OP5 – 60 homes
· OP6 – 91 affordable homes
· OP7 – 7ha employment land

Laurencekirk Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 310 homes
· OP2 – 210 homes
· OP3 – 247 homes
· OP4 – 20 homes
· OP5 – 11 homes
· OP6 – 100 homes, 0.8ha employment land and a petrol

station
· OP7 – 15 homes
· OP8 – 11ha employment land
· SR1 – 11.8ha strategic reserve land
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6.3 Marywell
6.3.1 Settlement Context
Marywell is a small settlement located to the south of the Aberdeen City boundary within Aberdeenshire Council’s
Kincardine and Mearns administrative area. It had an estimated population of 600 in 201622. The village is located
adjacent to the A92 (South), which is the principal road link from the village to Aberdeen. This route was recently
reclassified from the A90(T) to the A92(T) following the opening of the AWPR.

Marywell is not served by the rail network but there is a railway station nearby in Portlethen, where services are
available to Aberdeen and Stonehaven (and beyond). The station is benefitting from improved rail services as part
of the Revolution in Rail programme, which has increased daily services at Portlethen from 20 to 41.

6.3.2 Current Status of Allocations
The only allocation for Marywell in the 2017 LDP was a large BUS site safeguarded for employment uses. This site
is retained as part of the Proposed 2021 LDP and a new allocation for 52 homes is introduced on land currently
safeguarded for business uses.

Table 6.3: Current Status of Allocations - Marywell
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

BUS Allocated – bid KN111 BUS1 46ha employment land and Class 11 leisure uses

BUS New – bid KN029 OP1 52 homes

22 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22988/aberdeenshire-settlements-2016.pdf



Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development
Plan 2021: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Project number: 60608756

Prepared for:  Aberdeenshire Council AECOM
64

Figure 6.2: Marywell 2021 LDP Allocations
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6.3.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following change relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocation for 52 homes (OP1) on land currently safeguarded for business uses within the
settlement.

The main objective for Marywell is to provide provision for employment land through the BUS site, which continues
to be safeguarded for employment uses. Due to the scale and multiple owners of the BUS site, a Masterplan is
required that shows the road network over the designation. The Employment Land Audit from 2018 suggests there
is 56.7ha established supply on the site, comprising 19.7ha marketable land and 37ha constrained land. There are
currently two planning applications pending on the site for business, industrial and leisure development and for the
construction of an access road.

Previously undertaken micro-simulation modelling tested interventions at the Findon and Wellington Road
junctions, which reduced but did not eliminate the significant levels of queueing across the network in 2023 with
the committed development in place. The model shows that the mainline flows on the A92 are not affected as the
queueing is confined to the local road network through Cairnrobin and Hillside.

The micro-simulation modelling undertaken and the interventions that were tested were based on over 100,000m2

of Class 4 office development being built out across Cairnrobin and Schoolhill. Although this remains as committed
development, the BUS site at Cairnrobin has had this consent since 2002 with no Class 4 use brought forward and
only sporadic small-scale light industrial or storage development being delivered across the full designation.
Aberdeenshire Council officers are therefore confident that there is little to no demand for large-scale traffic
intensive office use in this area and the current trend of Class 5/6 uses will continue, with mitigations conditioned
on future development.

The proposed housing allocation (OP1) is located within the BUS site. Given the commentary above, it is
considered that there will be no significant issues in relation to the STN. Beyond the committed developments,
consideration should be given to junction capacity issues should Aberdeenshire Council wish to promote further
development in the area.

6.4 Portlethen
6.4.1 Settlement Context
Portlethen is situated 8.5 miles to the south of Aberdeen, within Aberdeenshire Council’s Kincardine and Mearns
administrative area. It lies adjacent to the A92 (South) dual carriageway, which was previously the A90(T) but was
re-designated following the opening of the AWPR/B-T. The town had an estimated population of 8,622 in 201623.

Portlethen is served by the rail network. It is located on the East Coast Main Line, with rail services to Aberdeen
and Stonehaven (and beyond) operating daily. Portlethen is benefitting from improved rail services as part of the
Revolution in Rail programme, which has increased daily services at Portlethen from 20 to 41. The town is also
served by frequent bus services operating between Aberdeen and Stonehaven, with a bus interchange point
located at Muirend Road.

According to 2011 Census data, the most common destination for those travelling to work from Portlethen is
Aberdeen with 55% commuting to destinations within the city. Around 17% travel to work within Portlethen and a
further 9% mainly work from home. Only 2% of commuters travel to another key A90 South settlement and 5%
travel elsewhere in Aberdeenshire for work. Around 8% indicated no fixed place of work and 3% work offshore.

6.4.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 6.4, two sites were allocated in Portlethen in the 2017 LDP: OP1 and OP2. The table provides
an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations, represented by green text.

23 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22102/portlethen-profile-september-2017.pdf
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Table 6.4: Current Status of Allocations – Portlethen
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

- Allocated – bid KN042 OP1 176 homes

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP2 6.5ha employment land

OP2 Allocated – bid KN106 OP3 5.5ha employment land (Class 6 storage)

OP2 Under construction - retain OP4 10ha employment land (waste facilities)

- New – bid KN092 OP5 Health fitness club

- New – bid KN093 and KN094 OP6 Food retail (1,100m2) and drive-thru restaurant (450m2) or
a garden centre and restaurant (2,500m2)
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Figure 6.3: Portlethen 2021 LDP Allocations
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6.4.3 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Portlethen. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.

Table 6.5: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Portlethen)

Problems Previous modelling demonstrated that provision of a link road between Badentoy and
Cookston Road is required to facilitate further development at Badentoy.

Opportunities Potential Park and Ride site at Schoolhill could reduce the flow of traffic on the A92 but place
local pressure on the Findon interchange.

Issues Site OP2 (2021 code) will require a link from Badentoy Park to Schoolhill (with minor
upgrading of the Findon interchange).

Constraints Capacity constraints at Findon interchange (east side).

6.4.4 Settlement Option Generation
The options for Portlethen are set out in Table 6.6 below.

Table 6.6: Portlethen DPMTAG Options
Option
Reference Option

PO-01
· Assuming Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 (2021 codes) with Badentoy Link Road (between

Banchory-Devenick Road and Badentoy Park), and minor upgrade of Findon Interchange
(west side).

PO-02 · Assuming Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 (2021 codes) with upgrades to Badentoy Roundabout
post-Chapelton.
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6.4.5 Option Appraisal

PO-01 PO-02
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To help contribute to the overall sense of place in the

community;
· To enhance the role of the settlement as a service centre;
· To meet housing need in the wider SGA as defined by the

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan;
· To support local services and facilities, including

Fishermoss Primary School;
· To preserve the amenity of the settlement; and
· To provide opportunity for employment.

2 2
It is considered that both Option PO-01 and Option PO-02 deliver a moderate beneficial impact
in terms of contributing to the achievement of LDP objectives, particularly due to the provision
of access to employment opportunities.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport Network 1 1

Option PO-01 is considered to have a minor beneficial impact on the safe operation of the STN
with the addition of a link road providing additional capacity and the minor upgrade of Findon
Junction facilitating improved movements through the junction. Similarly, post-Chapelton
upgrades to the Badentoy Roundabout (Option PO-02) will facilitate improved movements
through this interchange and will thus deliver a minor beneficial impact on the safe operation
of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

1 1

Option PO-01 is considered to have a minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the
STN in the local vicinity of the development through the provision of additional capacity and by
facilitating improved movements through the A92 Findon Junction. Similarly, post-Chapelton
upgrades to the Badentoy Roundabout (Option PO-02) will facilitate improved movements
through this interchange and will thus deliver a minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation
of the STN in the local vicinity of the development.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

1 1 Both Option PO-01 and Option PO-02 promote additional capacity on the network and thus
would both contribute to improved efficiency and effective use of the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

1 1
Both Option PO-01 and Option PO-02 are considered to have a minor beneficial impact on
improving opportunities for sustainable transport options, including public transport, and the
attractiveness of these options.
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Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 2 2

As both Option PO-01 and Option PO-02 promote additional capacity on the network, there
would be moderate beneficial impacts on freight movements to and from industrial areas in
Badentoy Park.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 1

Option PO-01 would be anticipated to deliver negligible impacts in terms of supporting and
complementing wider transport planning work being progressed at the national, regional and
local level. The implementation of Option PO-02 would be reflective of the delivery of the full
Chapelton development.

Affordability Med
Risk

Med
Risk

It is anticipated that Option PO-01 would incur medium costs as a result of the construction of
the Badentoy Link Road and upgrade of the Findon Junction.  A similar level of risk would be
anticipated for Option PO-02. For both options, further work would be required to assess the
financial implementability of any upgrade to these junctions.

Technical Feasibility Med
Risk

Med
Risk

Option PO-01 requires to secure adequate land rights to enable the construction of the
Badentoy Link Road and widening of Cookston Road. Further work will also be required to
assess the deliverability of Option PO-02.

Operational Feasibility Med
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that Option PO-01 would be medium risk in terms of operational feasibility due
to the anticipated requirement to signalise Findon West roundabout. Operationally, there is a
low level of risk with regards the Badentoy Roundabout upgrade (Option PO-02).

Public Acceptability Low
Risk

Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for both options would be broadly acceptable
to the wider public.

STAG Criteria

Environment 1 1

Option PO-01 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial environmental impact due to improved
traffic circulation arising from the construction of the Badentoy Link Road. Option PO-02 is
considered to deliver a minor beneficial environmental impact due to air quality benefits that
may be generated by improving the flow of traffic via the improved Badentoy junction.

Safety 1 1

Option PO-01 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact in terms of safety due to
improved traffic circulation arising from the construction of Badentoy Link Road. Similarly, post-
Chapelton upgrades to the Badentoy Roundabout (Option PO-02) will facilitate improved
movements through this interchange and will thus deliver a minor beneficial impact on safety.

Economy 1 1 Both options are considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact in terms of economy due to
improved access to industrial and commercial destinations in Portlethen.

Integration 0 0 Both options are considered to deliver negligible impacts in terms of integration.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion 1 1 Both options are considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social
inclusion due to increased access to employment sites in Portlethen.
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6.4.6 Summary of Appraisal
PO-01: Assuming Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 with Badentoy Link Road (between Banchory-Devenick Road
and Badentoy Park), and minor upgrade of Findon Interchange (west side)

This option considers the delivery of Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 with the implementation of a Badentoy Link Road
and minor upgrades to the west side of the junction at Findon. This option performs relatively well against the
TPOs, particularly in relation to the delivery of LDP settlement objectives and the enabling of efficient and effective
freight movements.

It is considered to be associated with a medium risk in terms of technical and operation feasibility and affordability
but is anticipated to be publicly acceptable. The option additionally performs relatively well against the STAG
criteria.

PO-02: Assuming Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 with upgrades to Badentoy Roundabout post Chapelton

This option considers the delivery of Sites OP2, OP3 and OP4 with the upgrades to Badentoy Roundabout. This
option performs relatively well against the TPOs, particularly in relation to the delivery of LDP settlement objectives
and the enabling of efficient and effective freight movements.

It is considered to be associated with a medium risk in terms of technical feasibility and affordability but is
anticipated to be publicly acceptable, with low operational risks. The option additionally performs relatively well
against the STAG criteria.

6.4.7 Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Portlethen are anticipated in relation to the access arrangements for the proposed
allocations. However, for both options, further work would be required to assess the financial implementability of
any upgrade to these junctions and the extent of any technical (implementability) issues.

6.5 Chapelton
6.5.1 Settlement Context
Chapelton is a new settlement, being developed to the west of Newtonhill. It is situated 11 miles to the south of
Aberdeen, within Aberdeenshire Council’s Kincardine and Mearns administrative area. It lies adjacent to the A92
(South) dual carriageway, which was previously the A90(T) but was re-designated following the opening of the
AWPR/B-T.

It is located within an SGA and will have a major role in delivering development for the strategic housing and
employment allowances over the next 20 years. When complete, it will provide a mix of uses, including shops,
parks and schools.

Chapelton is not served by the rail network but there are stations nearby at Portlethen (3.5 miles) and Stonehaven
(7 miles). There are aspirations to open an additional station at Newtonhill. There are no major bus based Park
and Ride schemes that operate in proximity to the settlement, with the exception of a small site at Newtonhill. There
is a Park and Choose site located at the eastern extent of the settlement. This is served by Stagecoach buses
operating regularly between Aberdeen and Stonehaven.

6.5.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 6.7, one site was allocated in Chapelton in the 2017 LDP: OP1. The table provides an update
on the status of this allocation.

Table 6.7: Current Status of Allocations – Chapelton
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated/Under construction
– bid KN055 OP1 Mix of uses including 4,045 homes, up to 11.5ha

employment land and 11ha strategic reserve
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Figure 6.4: Chapelton 2021 LDP Allocation
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6.5.3 Settlement Commentary
There are no new development allocations in Chapelton proposed to be included in the 2021 LDP. It is therefore
considered that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.

The strategic road network to the south of Aberdeen has recently undergone a significant change as a result of the
AWPR/B-T scheme. This has involved the re-designation of the A90(T) dual carriageway to the A92(T), with an
additional dual carriageway link now offered between the new junction at Stonehaven and the main AWPR route.
This has removed strategic trips from the existing route, improving the efficiency of traffic movements, particularly
on approach to Aberdeen.

The Action Programme 2019 for the Chapelton site includes a number of transport infrastructure interventions that
will be required at various stages of the build out. This is summarised in the table below.

Table 6.8: Transport interventions at Chapelton

Action Timescale

Closure of A92 central reserve By 266 units

Amendments to Badentoy Interchange By 266 units

Amendments to merge lane on A92 By 803 units

Delivery of new Bourtreebush/Bruntland Road interchange By 1,744 units

Delivery at the site has been slower than anticipated, principally due to the downturn in the local economy. In terms
of completions, 164 homes were recorded at 31 December 2018. The Housing Land Audit forecasts that 60 homes
will be delivered each year from 2019 to 2023 with delivery rates increasing to 80 homes per year until 2049. It is
anticipated that 1,501 homes will remain beyond 2050, highlighting that this is a strategic allocation that will be
delivered over a number of decades. The settlement’s retirement village, Landale Court, officially opened at the
beginning of September 2019 and a nursery and café/shop have also been delivered on the site thus far.

The aspiration to open a railway station at Newtonhill would support travel by sustainable modes as the site at
Chapelton develops further.

6.6 Stonehaven
6.6.1 Settlement Context
Situated 15 miles to the south of Aberdeen, Stonehaven is the centre of Aberdeenshire Council’s Kincardine and
Mearns administrative area. It had an estimated population of 11,729 in 201624. The town is located on the east
side of the A90 (South) dual carriageway and it is the location of the southern extent of the AWPR route. Other
principal road links in the area are the A92 (north to Aberdeen and south to Dundee) and the A957 (west to
Banchory).

Stonehaven is served by the rail network. It is located on the East Coast Main Line, with frequent services to
Aberdeen and Dundee (and beyond) operating daily. Stonehaven is benefitting from improved rail services as part
of the Revolution in Rail programme, which has increased daily services at Stonehaven from 50 to 71. A bus
interchange point is located in the town centre on Barclay Street, which is well served by regular mainline corridor
and local services.

According to 2011 Census data, the most common destination for those travelling to work from Stonehaven is
Aberdeen with 42% commuting to destinations within the city. Around 21% travel to work within Portlethen and a
further 9% mainly work from home. 7% of commuters travel to another key A90 South settlement and 8% travel
elsewhere in Aberdeenshire for work. Around 8% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 3% work offshore.

24 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22103/stonehaven-profile-september-2017.pdf
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6.6.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 6.9, five sites were allocated in Stonehaven in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4 and OP5.
The table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations, represented by
green text.

Table 6.9: Current Status of Allocations – Stonehaven
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Under construction – bid
KN080 OP1 155 homes

OP2 Allocated – bid KN102 OP2 212 homes

OP3 Allocated – bid KN087 OP3 99 homes

OP4 Under construction - retain OP4 50 homes

- New – bid KN103 OP5 60 homes

OP2 Allocated – bid KN104 OP6 91 affordable homes

OP5 Allocated – no bid OP7 7ha employment land
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Figure 6.5: Stonehaven 2021 LDP Allocations
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6.6.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocation for 60 homes (OP5) to the north of the A90, adjacent to existing OP2 allocation;

· Existing OP1 allocation is proposed to include an additional 45 homes from the existing allocation of 110;

· Existing OP2 allocation is proposed to include an additional 7 homes from the existing allocation of 205; and

· Existing OP3 allocation is proposed to include an additional 74 homes from the existing allocation of 25.

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment, the strategic road network has undergone a significant change as a
result of the AWPR/B-T scheme, with the Stonehaven to Craibstone section opening in December 2018. The
Stonehaven North junction forms the most southerly junction between the A90 (south of Stonehaven), the A92 and
the AWPR. In addition to enabling traffic to move between the A90 (south of Stonehaven), the A92 and the AWPR,
and vice versa, it also provides a connection to the B979, which links southwards to Stonehaven and northwards
to Netherley and Peterculter. The Fastlink connection from Stonehaven to Cleanhill roundabout and the main
AWPR route offers a new routing opportunity for those not requiring to travel via the city centre of Aberdeen (e.g.
Stonehaven to Westhill, Dyce, Inverurie, Oldmeldrum, Ellon, Peterhead etc.).

It should be noted that cognisance should be taken of the capability of the Stonehaven North junction to support
any additional development in the north of Stonehaven, including the B979 link between the Fastlink roundabout
and the signalised junction providing access onto the A90(T) southbound. Further analysis would be required to
identify impacts on the STN (i.e. the trunk road) should further development be progressed.

As well as the additional capacity provided on the road network, Stonehaven has recently seen improvements to
rail services and work is ongoing to support the implementation of strategic active travel links between Stonehaven
and Aberdeen. It is anticipated that the design phase of the Stonehaven to Aberdeen link will be undertaken during
2022/23. The additional rail capacity and potential for future active travel improvements could remove car trips from
the network.

Given the additional capacity generated by the new Stonehaven North junction and wider AWPR route and public
transport improvements, it is considered that the changes proposed for the 2021 LDP will not have a notable impact
on the STN. Therefore, based on the allocations promoted for Stonehaven in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no
additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.

6.7 Laurencekirk
6.7.1 Settlement Context
Situated 30 miles to the south of Aberdeen, Laurencekirk is an important centre in the south of Aberdeenshire
Council’s Kincardine and Mearns administrative area. It had an estimated population of 3,040 in 201625. The town
is located on the west side of the A90 (South) dual carriageway. The other principal road link in the area is the
A937, which links south to Montrose and connects to the A92 coast road (Stonehaven, Montrose, Arbroath,
Carnoustie, Dundee).

Laurencekirk railway station was reopened in 2009 on the East Coast Main Line, providing daily services to
Aberdeen and Dundee (and beyond). Laurencekirk is benefitting from improved rail services as part of the
Revolution in Rail programme which has increased daily services at Laurencekirk from 24 to 40. The town is also
served by regular bus services operating to Aberdeen/Stonehaven, with a bus interchange point located on the
High Street.

According to 2011 Census data, the most common destination for those travelling to work from Laurencekirk is
Aberdeen with 25% commuting to destinations within the city. This is a notably smaller proportion than those
commuting from other A90 South settlements, reflecting the settlement’s greater distance from the city. Around
18% travel to work within Laurencekirk and a further 14% mainly work from home. Unlike other settlements in
Aberdeenshire, there is a notable proportion of commuters from Laurencekirk travelling to work outwith the
Aberdeen and Aberdeenshire local authority areas (12% compared to 11% travelling to elsewhere in
Aberdeenshire). This reflects its proximity to the Angus local authority area. Within Angus, Montrose is the most

25 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/23885/kincardineandmearnsprofile.pdf
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common destination for those travelling to work, though people additionally travel to Arbroath, Brechin and the
Angus Glens. 10% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 2% work offshore.

6.7.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 6.10, three sites were allocated in Laurencekirk in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2 and OP3. The
table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations, represented by green
text.

Table 6.10: Current Status of Allocations – Laurencekirk
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP1 310 homes

OP2 Under construction - retain OP2 210 homes

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP3 247 homes

- New – bid KN024 OP4 20 homes

- New – bid KN022 OP5 11 homes

- New – bid KN073 OP6 100 homes, 0.8ha employment land and a petrol station

- New – bid KN114 OP7 15 homes

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP8 11ha employment land

OP1 Allocated – no bid SR1 11.8ha strategic reserve land

OP3 Allocated – Bid KN018 - Proposed to remove
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Figure 6.6: Laurencekirk 2021 LDP Allocations
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6.7.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocations for 20 homes (OP4), 11 homes (OP5), 100 homes, 0.8ha employment land and a
petrol station (OP6) and 15 homes (OP7);

· Existing OP1 allocation is proposed to include 328 fewer homes from the existing allocation of 885;

· Existing OP1 allocation is proposed to include 4.2ha less strategic reserve land from the existing allocation
of 16ha; and

· Existing OP1 allocation is proposed to be separated into four opportunity sites (OP1, OP3, OP8 and SR1).

The DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015 focussed on options considering improvements to the trunk road
junctions. It concluded that no grade separation at Laurencekirk would limit development not only in Laurencekirk
but also in Montrose and North Angus.

Following the previous DPMTAG assessment, in January 2016, the Scottish Government announced a £24 million
investment for the design and construction of a new grade-separated junction at Laurencekirk (A90(T)/A937) as
part of a package of additional investment alongside the Aberdeen City Region Deal. The Design Manual for Roads
and Bridges (DMRB) Stage 2 assessment has been concluded with the preferred option announced in July 2018
at a series of public exhibitions. The preferred option is illustrated in Figure 6.7 over page. The DMRB Stage 3
detailed development and assessment of the preferred option is well progressed and will culminate in publication
of the draft Orders in late 2019. Thereafter, progress will be dependent on public response to the draft Orders and
whether a Public Local Inquiry is required. Construction of the scheme itself can only commence once the scheme
is approved under the relevant statutory procedures and thereafter a timetable for its progress can be set.

It is considered that whilst the smaller allocations in Laurencekirk can be delivered in advance of the completion of
the junction improvement project, delivery of the more notable allocations should be reserved until there is improved
access onto the trunk road. Furthermore, the additional rail capacity offered through the Revolution in Rail
programme should be promoted as a means of removing car trips from the network.

Based on the allocations promoted for Laurencekirk in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional appraisal is
required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.
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Figure 6.7: Preferred option for A90(T)/A937 Laurencekirk Junction Improvement Scheme (Source: Transport Scotland)
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6.8 Summary
This chapter has provided an assessment of identified settlements on the A90/A92 (South) Corridor in relation to
existing and proposed allocations.

It has outlined travel to work patterns, highlighting that Laurencekirk has the lowest rates of commuting to
destinations within Aberdeen City, with a relatively high proportion of commuters travelling to work to a destination
outwith the Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas. This reflects its location in proximity to the
boundary between the Aberdeenshire and Angus local authority areas.

In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made in the A90/A92 South settlements,
particularly in Stonehaven where three sites are under construction, Full Planning Permission has been granted
for the remaining housing allocation and Planning Permission in Principle has been granted for the employment
land allocation. Delivery of the Chapelton development has been slower than anticipated, primarily due to the
downturn in the local economy. 164 homes were completed by the end of 2018 and it is anticipated that 60 homes
per year will be delivered between 2019 and 2023, with delivery rates increasing to 80 homes per year until 2049.

The DPMTAG assessment concluded that further work will be required to assess the financial implementability of
any upgrades to the Findon and Badentoy junctions and the extent of any technical (implementability) issues
associated with these.
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7. A96 Corridor: Settlement
Assessments

7.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level assessment of the settlements identified on the A96 Corridor. Appraisal is
focussed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN. In instances
where proposed allocations are not considered significant to the STN, a commentary is given to capture new issues
arising since the 2017 LDP.

7.2 Identification of Settlements
This section outlines the settlements identified for assessment on the A96 Corridor.

Figure 7.1: A96 Settlements to be assessed



Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development
Plan 2021: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Project number: 60608756

Prepared for:  Aberdeenshire Council AECOM
83

Table 7.1 below provides an outline of the travel context of the settlements, using origin destination data from the
2011 Census. In terms of travel movements on the A96 corridor, the table below presents a summary of origin
destination data from the 2011 Census. Huntly has a notably smaller proportion of people commuting to work in
Aberdeen, reflecting its location close to the western extent of Aberdeenshire and proximity to the Moray local
authority area.

Table 7.1: Summary of Census 2011 origin destination data

Settlement Commute within
settlement WFH Commute to Aberdeen

Huntly 38% 9% 12%

Inverurie and Port
Elphinstone 29% 10% 33%

Kintore 6% 10% 46%

Blackburn 4% 9% 59%

Table 7.2 below identifies those settlements requiring appraisal as part of the DPMTAG assessment, with new
allocations represented by green text.

Table 7.2: Settlements to be included in DPMTAG alongside LDP allocations

Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)
LDP Allocations (using Proposed LDP codes)

Huntly Commentary Yes

· OP1 – 50 affordable homes
· OP2 – 52 affordable homes
· OP3 – 4.5ha employment land
· OP4 – 0.34ha employment land
· OP5 – Business park including Class 2 (financial,

professional and other services) and Class 4 (business) uses

Inverurie Appraisal Yes

· OP1 – 57 homes
· OP2 – Mix of uses including housing and retail
· OP3 – 50 homes (supported accommodation)
· OP4 – Mix of uses including 416 homes and commercial land
· OP5 – 737 homes, community facilities, including a primary

school
· OP6 – 23.7ha employment land
· OP7 – 681 homes
· OP8 – 64 homes
· OP9 – 1.5ha employment land
· OP10 – 25.8ha employment land
· OP11 – 54 homes
· OP12 – Mix of uses including 80 homes
· OP13 – 3.8ha employment land
· OP14 – A halting site for gypsy/travellers and/or employment

land
· OP15 – 130 homes
· OP16 – Mix of uses including 50 homes and 2ha employment

land

Kintore Appraisal Yes

· OP1 – 1,000 homes
· OP2 – 150 homes to enable the development of Gauch Hill

Town Park
· OP3 – Mix of uses including offices, community facilities
· OP4 – 20ha employment land
· OP5 – Commercial and community uses
· OP6 – 24 affordable homes
· OP7 – Mixed use – 32 homes, retail and employment
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Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)
LDP Allocations (using Proposed LDP codes)

Blackburn Appraisal No · OP1 – 240 homes

7.3 A96 Dualling
Transport Scotland plans to dual the A96 between Inverness and Aberdeen, involving the upgrade of 86 miles of
single carriageway between the two cities. The scheme has been divided into four sections including Inverness to
Nairn; Western Section – Hardmuir to Fochabers; Central Section – east of Fochabers to Huntly; and Eastern 
Section – east of Huntly to Aberdeen.

The Central Section involves a new 30km dual carriageway between the east of Fochabers to the east of Huntly.
The next stage of assessment for this section of the dualling programme is the route options assessment.

Community engagement sessions took place in May 2019 to update local communities and road users on the
ongoing design work for dualling the 26 mile section of the A96 between the east of Huntly and Aberdeen. This
allowed the public to see and comment on the proposals being taken forward as Transport Scotland look to identify
a preferred option by the end of 2019.

The remaining options under consideration are illustrated in the diagram shown in Figure 7.2.
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Figure 7.2: Route options for A96 Dualling east of Huntly to Aberdeen26

26 https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/44949/leaflet-may-2019-east-of-huntly-to-aberdeen-a96-dualling.pdf
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7.4 Huntly
7.4.1 Settlement Context
Situated 40 miles to the north west of Aberdeen, Huntly is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Marr administrative
area. It had an estimated population of 4,803 in 201627. The town is located on the north side of the A96, which is the
principal road link to the town from Aberdeen and Moray/Inverness. The A96 is single carriageway between Huntly
and Inverurie. Other principal road links in the area include the A97 which links Huntly north to Banff and south to
Donside, and the A920 linking Huntly west to Dufftown.

Huntly is served by the rail network with a railway station to the east of the town centre on the Aberdeen-Inverness
line. Regular bus services operating between Aberdeen and Inverness serve Huntly, as well as local bus services.
There is a bus interchange point located at The Square in the town centre.

According to 2011 Census data, around 38% of commuters in Huntly commute within the town and a further 9%
mainly work from home. Around 6% travel from Huntly to other key A96 settlements and 16% commute to elsewhere
in Aberdeenshire. Results indicate that around 6% travel to work at a destination outwith the local authorities of
Aberdeenshire and Aberdeen City. This likely reflects the settlement’s close proximity to the Moray local authority
area. Around 10% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 3% work offshore.

7.4.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 7.3, six sites were allocated in Huntly in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4, OP5 and OP6.
The table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations for the Proposed 2021
LDP, represented by green text.

Table 7.3: Current Status of Allocations – Huntly
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

BUS1 New – bid MR002 OP1 50 affordable homes

BUS1 New – bid MR011 OP2 52 affordable homes

OP6 Allocated – no bid OP3 4.5ha employment land

- New – bid MR047 OP4 0.34ha employment land

- Planning Permission OP5 Business park including Class 2 (financial, professional
and other services) and Class 4 (business) uses

OP1 Allocated – no bid - 485 homes – proposed to remove

OP2 Allocated – no bid - 105 homes – proposed to remove

OP3 Allocated – no bid - 31 homes – proposed to remove

OP4 Allocated – no bid - 40 homes – proposed to remove

OP5 Allocated – no bid - 10 homes – proposed to remove

27 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22094/huntly-profile-september-2017.pdf
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Figure 7.3: Huntly 2021 LDP Allocations
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7.4.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed removal of allocations for a total of 671 homes (Existing Sites OP1-OP5); and

· Proposed new allocations for a total of 102 affordable homes, 0.34ha employment land and a business park
including Class 2 and Class 4 uses.

Given that these changes constitute smaller housing allocations within the settlement, it is considered that the
changes will not have a notable impact on the STN. Therefore, based on the allocations promoted for Huntly in the
2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment.

As highlighted in Table 7.3, five sites previously allocated for housing are proposed to be removed from the 2021
LDP because no bids were received from developers. Huntly is a settlement with a number of constraints including
the A96; the River Bogie and the River Deveron; the Aberdeen-Inverness railway line; and Huntly Castle, which is a
scheduled monument.

Furthermore, the alignment of the future dualling of the A96 at Huntly is currently unknown.

7.5 Inverurie and Port Elphinstone
7.5.1 Settlement Context
Situated 16 miles to the north west of Aberdeen, Inverurie is the centre for Aberdeenshire Council’s Garioch
administrative area. It had an estimated population of 14,426 in 201628. The town is located on the east side of the
A96, which is the principal road link to the town from Aberdeen. The A96 is a dual carriageway road between
Aberdeen and Port Elphinstone, but between Port Elphinstone and the Blackhall Roundabout and onwards to
Inverness, the road is single carriageway.

Inverurie is well served by regular rail services to Aberdeen and Huntly (and onwards through Moray to Inverness)
and is also well served by regular mainline corridor and local bus services. Network Rail are currently progressing a
programme of improvements including redoubling of the track between Aberdeen and Inverurie alongside signalling
and infrastructure works along the route. This work is expected to enable a 15-minute frequency at peak times and
a half hourly service off-peak between Aberdeen and Inverurie.

There is a bus interchange point in Inverurie at the Town Hall on Market Place.

It is understood that there are currently two alignment options for the A96 Dualling at Inverurie:

· Bypassing the town to the east, crossing the B9170 at Hillcrest; and

· Bypassing the town to the west, in close proximity to St James’s Place.

According to 2011 Census data, around 30% of commuters in Inverurie commute within the town and a further 10%
mainly work from home. The most common destination for those travelling to work from Inverurie is Aberdeen with
32% commuting to destinations within the city Around 4% travel from Inverurie to other key A96 settlements and 12%
commute to elsewhere in Aberdeenshire. Around 8% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 2% work offshore.

7.5.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 7.4, 16 sites were allocated in Inverurie in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4, OP5, OP6, OP7,
OP8, OP9, OP10, OP11, OP12, OP13, OP14, OP15 and OP16. The table provides an update on the status of these
allocations and identifies new allocations, represented by green text.

Table 7.4: Current Status of Allocations – Inverurie
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated/Under
construction OP1 57 homes

28 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22096/inverurie-profile-september-2017.pdf
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2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP2 Allocated – no bid OP2 Mix of uses including housing and retail

OP2 Allocated – bid GR084 OP3 50 homes (supported accommodation)

OP3/OP9 Allocated/Under
construction OP4 Mix of uses including 416 homes and commercial

land

OP4 Planning Permission in
Principle OP5 737 homes, community facilities and a primary

school

OP11 Planning Permission in
Principle OP6 23.7ha employment land

OP7/OP8 Allocated/Under
construction OP7 681 homes

- New OP8 64 homes

OP12 Allocated – no bid OP9  1.5ha employment land

OP13/SR2 Allocated – no bid OP10 25.8ha employment land

OP14 Allocated – no bid OP11 54 homes

OP15 Planning Permission in
Principle OP12 Mix of uses including 80 homes

OP16 Planning Permission in
Principle OP13 3.8ha employment land

BUS8 Allocated – no bid OP14 A halting site for gypsy/travellers and/or
employment land

OP1 New – bid GR139 and
GR140 OP15 130 homes

- New – bid GR142 OP16 Mix of uses including 50 homes and 2ha
employment land

OP5 Complete - 20 homes complete – remove

OP6 Under construction - Proposed to be removed

OP8 Under construction - Retain - consolidate

OP9 Under construction - Retail - consolidate
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Figure 7.4: Inverurie 2021 LDP Allocations
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7.5.3 DPMTAG 2019 – Assessment of Current Transport Issues in
Inverurie and Port Elphinstone

There are three new sites within Inverurie recommended for inclusion in the Proposed 2021 LDP – OP8 site for 64
homes to the west of the town centre; OP15 site for 130 homes in the north of the town alongside the A96(T) and 
OP16 site for 50 homes and 2ha employment land in the north of the town to the south of the railway line. There
remains significant development pressure within the town from existing allocations. These pressures continue to be
felt on a continually congested STN. Extensive queuing during peak periods continues to be observed, particularly
on approach to the Port Elphinstone roundabout and on the Inverurie ‘bypass’ towards Blackhall roundabout.

Google Traffic information (Figure 7.5) provides an indication of the extent of traffic flow issues currently being
experienced in the area during the PM peak. This is based on typical traffic during a Wednesday PM Peak (based on
flows at 5:35pm).

Figure 7.5: Google traffic - typical Wednesday traffic at 5:35pm



Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development
Plan 2021: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Project number: 60608756

Prepared for:  Aberdeenshire Council AECOM
92

In the previous DPMTAG assessment undertaken in 2015, two options were considered to facilitate the proposed
development at Sites OP9 and OP10 (2021 codes) within Inverurie:

· Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 with no grade separation at Crichie.

· Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 with scheme of grade separation at Crichie.

These options are being retained for the DPMTAG assessment 2019 on the basis that previous traffic modelling work
(referenced in the 2015 DPMTAG report) identified that grade separation at Crichie greatly reduces congestion on
the A96(T). With current uncertainty regarding the future alignment of the A96(T) around Inverurie, it has been agreed
with Aberdeenshire Council that there is merit in retaining these options for consideration at this stage in the LDP
process. Pending route selection, it is envisaged that grade separation at Crichie may not be required in the long-
term, but this should be reviewed upon confirmation of the A96 Dualling alignment.

From December 2019, Inverurie will benefit from improved rail services on the Aberdeen-Inverness line. This will
include a 15-minute frequency during peak times and a 30-minute frequency off-peak. These improvements will
further increase the attractiveness of rail travel to and from Inverurie and should be promoted as a viable alternative
to private car journeys. Additionally, as has been identified for other settlements, promotion of a flexible working
pattern may also facilitate reduction of car trips from the network during peak periods.

7.5.4 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Inverurie. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.

Table 7.5: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Inverurie)

Problems · Development pressures on an already congested STN, experiencing extensive queuing
during peak periods.

Opportunities

· Rail network improvements (to the Aberdeen-Inverness service and infrastructure
improvements at Inverurie railway station) provide opportunity to increase use of rail to
and from the settlement.

· Technological advances enabling remote and flexible working.

Issues · Uncertainty of the alignment of the A96 at Inverurie.

Constraints · Capacity constraints on the existing local and trunk road network, particularly the PM
movement from Aberdeen to Inverurie.

7.5.5 Settlement Option Generation
The options for Inverurie are set out in Table 7.6 below.

Table 7.6: Inverurie DPMTAG Options
Option
Reference Option

IV-01 · Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 (2021 codes) with no grade separation at Crichie.

IV-02 · Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 (2021 codes) with scheme of grade separation at Crichie.
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7.5.6 Option Appraisal

IV-01 IV-02
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To meet housing need in the wider SGA as defined by

the Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development
Plan;

· To support community facilities and services; and
· To increase provision of community growing spaces such

as allotments.

0 0 It is considered that both Options IV-01 and IV-02 would have a negligible impact on this
objective.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport
Network

0 2

Option IV-01 is considered to deliver a broadly negligible impact on the safe operation of the
STN. For this option, additional traffic is constrained by available capacity, and there are no
significant changes to the road layout on the STN. Option IV-02 introduces a grade separated
junction arrangement, with a reduction in at grade roundabouts. This has the potential to
provide a moderate beneficial impact on safety.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

-2 1

Option IV-01 is considered to deliver a moderate negative impact on the efficient operation of
the STN, through the generation of additional traffic onto an already congested network. Option
IV-02 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the STN
by providing grade separated access to the development sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

-2 1

Option IV-01 is not considered to facilitate the efficient and effective use of the wider STN, as
it places additional development pressure on a congested network. Option IV-02 is considered
to deliver a minor beneficial impact on the efficient and effective use of the wider STN by
providing a grade separated access arrangement.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

0 1
Option IV-01 has no specific impact on public transport routing from the A96 to the OP9 and
OP10 sites. Option IV-02 provides a minor beneficial opportunity to improve public transport
penetration to the Thainstone sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 0 1

Option IV-01 does not provide the potential for a direct freight route to/from the A96 for the
OP9 and OP10 sites. Option IV-02 provides a minor beneficial opportunity to improve freight
movements to the Thainstone sites.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work
being progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 1

Option IV-02, by providing the potential to improve public transport penetration to the sites,
may support elements of wider national, regional and local policies. Furthermore, Option IV-
02 is anticipated to deliver minor beneficial impacts in terms of its ability to enhance the safe,
efficient and effective operation of the STN.

Implementability
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Affordability Low
Risk Med Risk

Low costs, and thus low affordability risk is associated with Option IV-01 as no grade
separation scheme is assumed. Option IV-02 is based upon utilising a grade separated
junction arrangement which is required to enable the second phase of the Crichie
development. Whilst this is considered to be a high cost option, Option IV-02 is considered to
be associated with a medium affordability risk if contributions to the new infrastructure are
pooled. Further work would be required to assess the financial implementability of this option.

Technical Feasibility Low
Risk Med Risk

Option IV-01 is considered to be low risk, as it assumes that any interventions are likely to be
small scale and low cost. Option IV-02 assumes that an access solution is provided based on
the availability of the Crichie grade separation scheme. This is likely to be a medium risk for
technical feasibility. Further work would be required to identify any deliverability constraints.

Operational Feasibility High
Risk Med Risk

Option IV-01 is considered to be high risk with respect to operational performance, in particular
with issues relating to the ability to exit the Thainstone developments during the PM peak.
Option IV-02 is considered to be medium risk in respect to operational performance, due to
wider capacity issues on the network.

Public Acceptability Med
Risk Low Risk

Option IV-01 is considered to have a medium risk when considering public acceptability, due
to the introduction of additional development traffic onto an already congested network. Option
IV-02 is considered to be associated with a lower risk due to the development traffic accessing
the STN from a grade separated junction, providing a more operationally effective access
solution.

STAG Criteria
Environment 0 0 No significant adverse environmental impacts are currently anticipated for either option.

Safety 0 2
Option IV-01 is considered to have a negligible impact on the safety criterion. It is considered
that Option IV-02 could have a moderate beneficial impact in terms of the safety criterion due
to the use of a grade separated junction to access the STN.

Economy -1 2

Option IV-01 is considered to have a minor negative impact on the economy criterion due to
additional congestion impacts that would be anticipated as a result of the developments.
Option IV-02 is considered to have the potential to deliver moderate positive impacts in relation
to the economy criterion, facilitating the development allocations more effectively than Option
IV-01.

Integration 0 1
No significant adverse integration impacts would be anticipated for Option IV-01. Option IV-02
could facilitate transport integration through improved public transport penetration to the sites
through the grade separated junction.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion -1 +1
Option IV-01 is considered to have a minor negative impact in terms of the accessibility and
social inclusion criterion due to site-based congestion. Option IV-02 would be expected to
deliver minor beneficial impacts in terms of accessibility and social inclusion.
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7.5.7 Summary of Appraisal
IV01: Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 with no grade separation at Crichie

This option considers the situation with Sites OP9 and OP10 coming forward prior to construction of the Crichie grade
separated junction. Overall, this option performs poorly against the TPOs, particularly in terms of the efficient
operation of the STN in the vicinity of the development and efficient and effective use of the wider STN, which are
considered to have moderate negative impacts.

While this would be a low cost option, with low affordability risk, it would be associated with high risk in terms of
operational feasibility, and it may be publicly unacceptable. Negative impacts would be anticipated against the STAG
criteria of economy and accessibility and social inclusion.

IV-02: Assuming Sites OP9 and OP10 with scheme of grade separation at Crichie

This option considers the situation with Sites OP9 and OP10 coming forward following construction of the grade
separation project at Crichie. Both sites would derive some benefit from the provision of the Crichie grade separation.
Overall, the option performs well against the TPOs, particularly in terms of facilitating the safe operation of the STN.

While this option would be a higher cost option compared with Option IV01, it is considered to have a lower risk in
terms of operational feasibility and is low risk in terms of public acceptability. This option also performs well in relation
to the STAG criteria, particularly against the safety and economy criteria.

The appraisal of both options may benefit from further assessment when the alignment for the A96 dualling in the
vicinity of Inverurie becomes clear.

7.5.8 Outcome
With regards to Sites OP9 and OP10, development of these sites with no grade separation at Crichie incurs capacity
and congestion problems. The provision of grade separation at Crichie for these sites performs better against the
appraisal criteria. It is thus recommended that allocations OP9 and OP10 should be linked to the provision of the
grade separated junction at Crichie.

Furthermore, there is uncertainty with regards the future alignment of the A96 at Inverurie. There remain concerns
regarding available capacity on the network at Inverurie even with the addition of grade separation at Crichie.
Promotion of a flexible working pattern may alleviate issues of congestion during peak periods. The recent upgrade
of rail capacity may also contribute to alleviating capacity constraints on the road network.

7.6 Kintore
7.6.1 Settlement Context
Kintore is situated 12 miles to the north west of Aberdeen within Aberdeenshire Council’s Garioch administrative
area. It is located on the east side of the A96 dual carriageway and had an estimated population of 4,624 in 201629.

Kintore is not currently served by the rail network; however, work is underway to reopen the railway station in the
town, with opening anticipated during May 2020. Kintore is served by regular bus services operating between
Inverurie and Aberdeen and a bus interchange point is located on School Road.

The A96 Dualling East of Huntly to Aberdeen scheme has the remit to consider the existing dualling from the AWPR
to Kintore, though no proposals have been developed or published for this section at the time of writing. It is
understood that there are currently two alignment options for the A96 Dualling approaching Kintore:

· Via the existing alignment from the west (south of Inverurie); and

· From the north.

According to 2011 Census data, less than 6% of commuters in Kintore commute within the town and 10% mainly
work from home. The most common destination for work is Aberdeen, with 46% of commuters travelling to a
destination in the city. Around 13% travel from Kintore to other key A96 settlements and 13% commute to elsewhere
in Aberdeenshire. Around 8% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 3% work offshore.

29 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22097/kintore-profile-september-2017.pdf
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7.6.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 7.7, five sites were allocated in Kintore in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3, OP4 and OP5. The
table provides an update on the status of these allocations.

Table 7.7: Current Status of Allocations – Kintore
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Planning Permission in
Principle/Bid GR078 OP1 1,000 homes

OP2 Planning Permission in
Principle OP2 150 homes to enable the development of Gauch

Hill Town Park

OP5 Allocated – no bid OP3 Mix of uses including offices and community
facilities

OP1 Allocated – no bid OP4 20ha employment land

P1 Allocated – bid GR078 OP5 Commercial and community uses

R1 Allocated – bid GR126 OP6 24 affordable homes

BUS2 Allocated – bid GR053 OP7 Mixed use – 32 homes, retail and employment

OP3 Under construction - Proposed to remove

OP4 Complete - Remove
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Figure 7.6: Kintore 2021 LDP Allocations



Proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development
Plan 2021: DPMTAG Assessment Report

Project number: 60608756

Prepared for:  Aberdeenshire Council AECOM
98

7.6.3 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Kintore. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.

Table 7.8: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Kintore)

Problems · Capacity issues on the road network could result from development pressures in the
vicinity of the A96(T) at Broomhill Roundabout.

Opportunities
· New railway station at Kintore linking the settlement to the Aberdeen-Inverness line

provides the opportunity to increase use of public transport to and from the settlement.
· Blackburn to Inverurie cycle route provides opportunities for active travel.

Issues

· Subject to a scheme of upgrading on the A96 Broomhill Roundabout and B994 (Kemnay
Road) staggered junction.

· Likely that any additional development will require upgrading of infrastructure at A96
Broomhill Roundabout.

· Alignment of A96 dualling is currently unknown.

Constraints · Scheme of upgrading of A96 Broomhill Roundabout may be constrained by land
availability.

7.6.4 Settlement Option Generation
The option for Kintore is set out in Table 7.9 below – this option was developed as part of a TA undertaken for the
site in 2014. Modelling undertaken as part of the TA found that operational issues were experienced at the Broomhill
Roundabout junction and the B994 signalised junction as a result of the OP1 site. It should be noted that the Site
OP1 allocation includes 400 additional homes compared with that included as part of the 2017 LDP.

Table 7.9: Kintore DPMTAG Option
Option
Reference Option

KN-01 · Assuming Site OP1 with an enlarged Broomhill Roundabout and staggered traffic signal
junction at the B994.
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7.6.5 Option Appraisal

KN-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To meet housing need in the wider SGA as defined by the

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan;
· To support community facilities and services; and
· To preserve and enhance existing open spaces including

Tuach Hill and provide new formal open spaces.

1 Option KN-01 is considered to contribute to the LDP settlement objectives, through facilitating the delivery
of Site OP1 and thus, helping to meet the housing need in the wider SGA.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport Network 0 Option KN-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, following the

demonstration of a technical proposal for the site.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

1 Option KN-01 is considered to deliver a potential minor beneficial impact on the efficient operation of the
STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

1
Option KN-01 maximises the capacity of the Broomhill Roundabout (within existing road land) and enables
development to be directly at locations on the A96 corridor where there is currently available junction
capacity.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

1 Option KN-01 provides the potential for a relatively direct public transport route from the A96 into Site OP1
and provides a direct connection with the Inverurie to Blackburn cycle route on the A96.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 1 Option KN-01 provides the potential for improving freight movements to and from the A96.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 Option KN-01 has the potential to improve opportunities for sustainable transport options and the
attractiveness of these options, though is likely to have negligible impacts on this TPO overall.

Implementability

Affordability Low
Risk

Option KN-01 involving the enlargement of Broomhill Roundabout and implementation of a staggered traffic
signal junction would incur medium costs, although in the context of the development size, it is associated
with low affordability risk.

Technical Feasibility Low
Risk Option KN-01 is considered to be relatively low risk from a technical feasibility perspective.

Operational Feasibility Low
Risk

Option KN-01 is considered to be low risk with respect to operational performance, and solutions have
been developed to support the current planning application for the site.
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Public Acceptability Low
Risk

For Option KN-01, it is considered that proposed access strategies associated with this option are broadly
acceptable to the wider public, and were previously subject to public consultation, forming part of the
agreed masterplan.

STAG Criteria
Environment 0 There are no significant environmental impacts currently anticipated from access arrangements.
Safety 0 There is no significant impact on safety currently anticipated for Option KN-01.
Economy 1 There is a minor beneficial impact on the economy anticipated for Option KN-01.
Integration 0 There is no significant impact on integration currently anticipated with Option KN-01.
Accessibility and Social Inclusion 0 There is no significant impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated with Option KN-01.

7.6.6 Summary of Appraisal
KN-01: Assuming Site OP1 with an enlarged Broomhill Roundabout and staggered traffic signal junction at the B994

Overall, the option developed as part of the TA for Site OP1 generally performs well against the TPOs, with anticipated benefits in terms of delivery of the LDP settlement objectives, efficient
and effective use of the wider STN, opportunities for and attractiveness of sustainable transport options, and enabling of efficient and effective freight movements. It is also considered to be
low cost and is unlikely to have any other significant implementability issues. Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, with possible minor beneficial economic impacts.

7.6.7 Outcome
Overall, proposals for Site OP1 detailed in approved masterplans would support the access strategy for the site, and would have limited adverse impact on the STN.
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7.7 Blackburn
7.7.1 Settlement Context
Blackburn is situated nine miles to the north west of Aberdeen within Aberdeenshire Council’s Garioch administrative
area. It is located on the north side of the A96 dual carriageway and had an estimated population of 3,050 in 201630.

Blackburn is not served by the rail network but is well served by regular bus services operating between Inverurie
and Aberdeen. There is also a bus interchange point located on Main Road, east of the junction with Fintray Road.

It is understood that the existing alignment of the A96 will remain at Blackburn following the A96 dualling.

According to 2011 Census data, only 4% of commuters in Blackburn commute within the settlement and 9% mainly
work from home. The most common destination for work is Aberdeen, with nearly 60% of commuters travelling to a
destination in the city. Around 6% travel from Blackburn to other key A96 settlements and 11% commute to elsewhere
in Aberdeenshire. Around 8% indicated no fixed place of work and a further 3% work offshore.

7.7.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 7.10 below, one site was allocated in Blackburn in the 2017 LDP: OP1. The table provides an
update on the status of this allocation.

Table 7.10: Current Status of Allocations – Blackburn
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – bid GR087 OP1 240 homes (additional 190 homes compared with
2017 LDP)

30 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/23884/gariochprofile.pdf
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Figure 7.7: Blackburn 2021 LDP Allocation
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7.7.3 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Blackburn. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy teams.

Table 7.11: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Blackburn)

Problems · No significant problems identified at Blackburn.

Opportunities

· No significant transport opportunities have been identified.
· Blackburn is located in relatively close proximity to the Park & Ride site at Craibstone,

which presents the opportunity to reduce private car trips into Aberdeen.
· Blackburn to Inverurie cycle route provides opportunities for active travel.

Issues

· There can sometimes be delays accessing the A96 from Blackburn Junction (Clinterty
Roundabout) towards Aberdeen during the AM peak.

· Upgrade of Caskieben Road would require liaison with Aberdeen City Council and any
new junction arrangement at Caskieben Road and the B979 would require liaison with
Transport Scotland due to the proximity of the A96(T) Clinterty Roundabout.

Constraints · No significant constraints currently identified.

7.7.4 Settlement Option Generation
The option for Blackburn is set out in Table 7.12 below. It should be noted that Site OP1 includes 137 additional
homes relative to the 2017 LDP.

Table 7.12: Blackburn DPMTAG Option
Option
Reference Option

BB-01 · Assuming Site OP1 with associated local access infrastructure improvements.
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7.7.5 Option Appraisal

BB-01
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To meet housing need in the wider SGA as defined by the

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan;
· To support community facilities and services; and
· To improve and create opportunities for active travel.

1 Option BB-01 is considered to contribute to the LDP settlement objectives, through facilitating the delivery
of Site OP1 and thus, helping to meet the housing need in the wider SGA.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport Network 0 Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the safe operation of the STN, subject to the

satisfactory execution of local access improvements.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

0
Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on the efficient operation of the STN in the local
vicinity of the development. Consideration of interaction with the A96(T) Clinterty Roundabout would be
required.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

0 Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on facilitating the efficient and effective use of the
wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

1 Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact on improving opportunities for sustainable
transport options and the attractiveness of these options.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 0 Option BB-01 is considered to deliver a negligible impact on enabling efficient and effective freight

movements.
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 Option BB-01 has the potential to improve opportunities for sustainable transport options and the
attractiveness of these options, though is likely to have negligible impacts on this TPO overall.

Implementability

Affordability Low
Risk Low costs would be associated with Option BB-01, and thus would be low risk in terms of affordability.

Technical Feasibility Low
Risk

No significant technical feasibility issues identified, though it is noted that at least two access points would
be required. The B973 frontage does not appear suitable for two access points, therefore a second access
should be provided to Caskieben Road, which should be upgraded to an appropriate standard.

Operational Feasibility Low
Risk

No significant operational feasibility issues identified, though the junction with the B973 would require
upgrading and consideration of the interaction with the A96(T) Clinterty Roundabout would be required.

Public Acceptability Low
Risk

It is considered that the proposed access strategy for Option BB-01 would be broadly acceptable to the
wider public.
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STAG Criteria

Environment 0

No significant environmental impact currently anticipated from access arrangements, though mature trees
along Caskieben Road make a significant contribution to the setting of the settlement and should be
retained as far as practically possible, with compensatory planting for any trees to accommodate a second
access point and road upgrades. A tree survey will be required.

Safety 0 No significant safety impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.
Economy 0 No significant economic impact currently anticipated from access arrangements.
Integration 0 No significant impacts on integration currently anticipated from access arrangements.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion 1 Minor beneficial impact on accessibility and social inclusion currently anticipated from access
arrangements.

7.7.6 Summary of Appraisal
BB-01: Assuming Site OP1 with local access infrastructure improvements

Overall, this option typically has a negligible impact against the TPOs, although it is considered that delivery of the OP1 site could contribute to the achievement of the LDP settlement objectives
and may improve opportunities for sustainable transport. It is also considered to be low cost and is unlikely to have any other significant implementability issues, though the B973 frontage does
not appear suitable for two access points, therefore a second access should be provided to Caskieben Road, which should be upgraded to an appropriate standard. Consideration of the
interaction with the A96(T) Clinterty Roundabout would also be required. Overall impacts on the STAG criteria are likely to be negligible, though there may be some minor beneficial impact on
accessibility and social inclusion. While no significant environmental impact is anticipated from access arrangements, mature trees along Caskieben Road make a significant contribution to the
setting of the settlement and should be retained as far as practically possible, with compensatory planting for any trees to accommodate a second access point and road upgrades.

7.7.7 Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Blackburn are anticipated in relation to the access arrangement for the proposed allocation.
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7.8 Summary
This chapter has provided an assessment of identified settlements on the A96 Corridor in relation to existing and
proposed allocations.

It has outlined travel to work patterns, highlighting that Huntly has the lowest rates of commuting to destinations
within Aberdeen City, with a relatively high proportion of commuters travelling to work to a destination outwith the
Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire local authority areas. This reflects Huntly’s location close to the western extent
of Aberdeenshire and proximity to the Moray local authority area.

In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made along the A96 corridor, particularly in
Inverurie (one site complete, three sites under construction and a further four sites with Full Planning Permission)
and Kintore (one site complete and four sites under construction). No bids were received for the opportunity sites
at Huntly, and thus five of the six sites allocated in the 2017 LDP for this settlement are proposed to be removed
for the 2021 LDP.

In terms of allocations proposed for the 2021 LDP, there are few recommended in addition to those allocated as
part of the 2017 LDP. The most significant proposed allocations include an additional 400 homes on the OP1 site
in Kintore, an additional 190 homes on the OP1 site in Blackburn and proposed new allocations for 60 homes; 130 
homes; and 50 homes and 2ha employment land in Inverurie.

The appraisal has concluded that no significant issues are anticipated in relation to access arrangements in the
A96 settlements, although concerns remain regarding the congested STN at Inverurie. The provision of grade
separation at Crichie for the OP9 and OP10 sites in Inverurie performs better against the appraisal criteria than no
grade separation, but concerns remain about available capacity on the network even with this addition. With
uncertainty regarding the future alignment of the A96(T) around Inverurie, there is merit in retaining the grade
separation options at Crichie for consideration at this stage, with a review undertaken upon confirmation of the A96
Dualling alignment.

In addition to infrastructure interventions, it will be important that Inverurie takes advantage of the recent
improvements in rail capacity to remove car trips from the network. Promotion of a flexible working pattern may
also alleviate issues of congestion during peak periods.
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8. A93, A944, and A947 Settlement
Assessments

8.1 Introduction
This chapter sets out the high level assessment of the settlements identified on the A93, A944 and A947 corridors.
Appraisal is focussed on those allocations that are considered to have the greatest potential to impact on the STN.
In instances where proposed allocations are not considered significant to the STN, a commentary is given to
capture new issues arising since the 2017 LDP.

8.2 Identification of Settlements
This section outlines the settlements identified for assessment on the A93, A944 and A947 corridors.

Figure 8.1: A93, A944, A947 Corridors – Settlements to be assessed
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Table 8.1 below provides an outline of the travel context of the settlements, using origin destination data from the
2011 Census. In terms of travel movements, the table below presents a summary of origin destination data from
the 2011 Census. Aberdeen City is the most common destination for work from both settlements.

Table 8.1: Summary of Census 2011 origin destination data

Settlement Commute within
settlement WFH Commute to Aberdeen

Oldmeldrum 11% 11% 37%

Westhill 17% 8% 57%

Table 8.2 identifies those settlements requiring appraisal as part of the DPMTAG assessment, with new allocations
represented by green text. No allocations were considered to require assessment or commentary on the A93
corridor.

Table 8.2: Settlements to be included in DPMTAG alongside LDP allocations
A93, A944, A947

Ref Settlement Commentary/
Appraisal

New
Allocations

(Y/N)

LDP Allocations
(using Proposed 2021 LDP codes)

1 Oldmeldrum
(A947)

Appraisal Yes

· OP1 – 99 homes
· OP2 – 3.2ha employment land
· OP3 – 26 homes
· OP4 – 68 homes and transport interchange
· OP5 – 146 homes
· OP6 – 85 homes

2 Westhill
(A944)

Commentary Yes
· OP1 – 10 homes
· OP2 – 38 homes
· OP3 – 63 affordable homes

8.3 Oldmeldrum
8.3.1 Settlement Context
Oldmeldrum is situated five miles to the north of Inverurie/the A96 and 17 miles to the north west of Aberdeen on
the A947 within Aberdeenshire Council’s Formartine administrative area. It had an estimated population of 3,304
in 201631. The A947 is the principal road link between Aberdeen and Banff. Other principal road links in the vicinity
of Oldmeldrum include the A920 connecting the settlement to Ellon in the east and the B9170, which provides an
important link to Inverurie in the west. In combination, these routes provide an important east-west link between
principal settlements in the area (Ellon – Oldmeldrum – Inverurie).

Oldmeldrum is not served by the rail network but is served by bus services to Inverurie and Aberdeen. There is a
bus interchange point located at The Square.

According to 2011 Census data, the most common destination for those commuting to work from Oldmeldrum is
Aberdeen, with 37% of commuters travelling to a destination in the city. Around 11% travel to work within
Oldmeldrum itself and a further 11% work from home. A notable 26% travel to another settlement in Aberdeenshire
(e.g. 13% travel to a location in Inverurie for work), 9% indicated no fixed place of work and 2% work offshore.

31 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22100/oldmeldrum-profile-september-2017.pdf
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8.3.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 8.3, four sites were allocated in Oldmeldrum in the 2017 LDP: OP1, OP2, OP3 and OP4. The
table provides an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations.

Table 8.3: Current Status of Allocations - Oldmeldrum
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Allocated – bid FR119 OP1 99 homes

OP2 Allocated OP2 3.2ha employment land

OP3 Under construction –
no bid OP3 26 homes

OP4 Allocated – bid FR069 OP4 68 homes and transport interchange

- New – bid FR061 OP5 146 homes

OP2 Allocated – bid FR068 OP6 85 homes
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Figure 8.2: Oldmeldrum 2021 LDP Allocations
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8.3.3 Settlement Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints
The table below sets out key problems, issues, opportunities and constraints relating to the development allocations
for Oldmeldrum. They have been shaped by detailed discussions with the Council’s Transportation and Policy
teams.

Table 8.4: Problems, Issues, Opportunities, Constraints (Oldmeldrum)

Problems · Possible minor traffic impact on A947.

Opportunities · No significant transport opportunities identified.

Issues · No significant issues identified.

Constraints · No significant constraints identified.

8.3.4 Settlement Option Generation
The options for Oldmeldrum are set out in Table 8.5 below.

Table 8.5: Oldmeldrum DPMTAG Options
Option
Reference Option

OM-01 · Assuming Site OP5 with no local access infrastructure improvements.

OM-02 · Assuming Site OP5 with reconfiguration of Park Lane/Park Crescent junction.
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8.3.5 Option Appraisal

OM-01 OM-02
TPOs
Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables achievement of the LDP settlement objectives as
follows:
· To help contribute to the overall sense of place in the

community;
· Enhance the role of the settlement as a service centre;
· Meet local housing need in the settlement;
· Meet housing need in the wider SGA as defined by

Aberdeen City and Shire Strategic Development Plan;
· Support local services and facilities;
· Preserve the amenity of the settlement;
· To provide local employment and opportunities; and
· To support community facilities and services.

1 1 It is considered that both options contribute to the delivery of LDP settlement objectives,
particularly in terms of meeting the housing need for the development and the wider SGA.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the safe operation of the Strategic Transport Network -2 0

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a moderate negative impact in terms of facilitating the
safe operation of the STN as it is considered that the current junction layout would not be
appropriate for the volume of traffic that could be generated as a result of the development.
Option OM-02 is considered to deliver a negligible impact in terms of facilitating the safe
operation of the STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient operation of the Strategic Transport
Network in the local vicinity of the development

-1 1

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a minor negative impact in terms of facilitating the
efficient operation of the STN in the local vicinity of the development due to the convoluted
nature of the existing junction. Option OM-02 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact
in terms of facilitating the efficient operation of the STN in the local vicinity of the development
by improving the operation of the junction.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
facilitates the efficient and effective use of the wider Strategic
Transport Network

0 0 Both options are considered to have a negligible impact in terms of facilitating the efficient and
effective use of the wider STN.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
improves opportunities for, and the attractiveness of,
sustainable transport options, including public transport.

0 0 Both options are considered to have a negligible impact in terms of improving opportunities for,
and the attractiveness of sustainable transport options, including public transport.

Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
enables efficient and effective freight movements. 0 0 Both options are considered to have a negligible impact in terms of enabling efficient and

effective freight movements.
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Promotion of an access strategy for the LDP proposals that
supports and complements wider transport planning work being
progressed at the national, regional and local level

0 0 Both options are considered to have a negligible impact in terms of supporting wider transport
planning work being progressed at the national, regional and local level.

Implementability

Affordability Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Low costs, and thus low affordability risk is associated with Option OM-01 as no junction
reconfiguration is assumed. Option OM-02 involves the reconfiguration of the Park Lane/Park
Crescent junction. This is considered to be associated with a medium affordability risk if
contributions to the improvements are received.

Technical Feasibility Low
Risk

Med
Risk

Option OM-01 is considered to be low risk in terms of technical feasibility as it assumes no
infrastructure improvements. Option OM-02 assumes that an access solution is provided based
on reconfiguration of the Park Lane/Park Crescent junction. This is likely to be a medium risk
for technical feasibility.

Operational Feasibility Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Option OM-01 is anticipated to cause operational issues due to the additional traffic that may
require to use the junction as a result of the development. Option OM-02 is considered to be
low risk in terms of operational feasibility.

Public Acceptability Med
Risk

Low
Risk

Option OM-01 is considered to be medium risk in terms of public acceptability as the existing
junction may become difficult to navigate with use by additional traffic that the development
may generate. Option OM-02 is considered to be low risk in terms of public acceptability.

STAG Criteria
Environment 0 0 Both options are anticipated to deliver negligible environmental impacts.

Safety -1 0

Option OM-01 is considered to deliver a minor negative impact on safety as the existing
junction layout is not conducive to accommodating the volume of traffic that may be generated
as a result of the development. Option OM-02 is anticipated to have a negligible impact on
safety criterion.

Economy 0 1 Option OM-01 is considered to have a negligible impact on the economy criterion. Option OM-
02 is considered to deliver a minor beneficial impact by improving the operation of the junction.

Integration 0 0 Both options are anticipated to deliver negligible impacts with regards to integration.

Accessibility and Social Inclusion 0 0 Both options are anticipated to deliver negligible impacts with regards to accessibility and social
inclusion.
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8.3.6 Summary of Appraisal
OM-01: Assuming Site OP5 with no local access infrastructure improvements

Overall, this option typically has a negligible impact against the TPOs, although there would be concerns regarding
the option’s impact on the safety of the STN and the efficiency of the STN in the local vicinity of the development.

This option would be anticipated to have low affordability risk and as it assumes no infrastructure improvements, it
is considered to be low risk in terms of technical feasibility. There would be concerns regarding the operation of the
Park Lane/Park Crescent junction with no infrastructure improvements as the OP5 development is likely to generate
more traffic than the existing junction can accommodate without improvements. There are also concerns regarding
the public acceptability of this option.

Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, with the exception of the safety concerns discussed
above.

OM-02: Assuming Site OP5 with reconfiguration of Park Lane/Park Crescent junction

Overall, this option typically has a negligible impact against the TPOs, with minor benefits anticipated in terms of
delivering the LDP settlement objectives and improving the efficiency of the STN in the local vicinity of the
development.

Medium costs would be anticipated with the reconfiguration of the Park Lane/Park Crescent junction and thus, it is
considered that this option has a medium affordability risk. This option is also considered to be associated with a
medium technical feasibility risk. Low risks are anticipated with regards operational feasibility and public
acceptability. Reconfiguration of the junction would improve the operation of the junction, which would generate
support from the public.

Overall, there would be limited impacts on most STAG criteria, although minor beneficial economic impacts could
be delivered.

8.3.7 Outcome
Overall, no significant issues at Oldmeldrum are anticipated, although there would be safety concerns if the OP5
site was delivered with no infrastructure improvements. The reconfiguration of the Park Lane/Park Crescent
junction would allow the Site OP5 development to be delivered without any negative impacts on the STN, would
contribute to the LDP settlement objectives and could improve the efficiency of the operation of the STN in the local
vicinity of the development. Minor beneficial economic impacts could also be delivered.

8.4 Westhill
8.4.1 Settlement Context
The town of Westhill is situated 7.5 miles to the west of Aberdeen city centre on the A944, which is the principal
road link to the town from Aberdeen. It is located within Aberdeenshire Council’s Garioch administrative area and
it had an estimated population of 12,218 in 201632. Furthermore, Westhill is located around one mile to the west of
the new AWPR Kingswells South junction, with access provided off the A944.

Westhill is not served by the rail network but is well served by regular bus services to Aberdeen and beyond to
Alford and Donside. There is a bus interchange point located on Westhill Drive.

According to 2011 Census data, the most common destination for those commuting to work from Westhill is
Aberdeen, with 57% of commuters travelling to a destination in the city. Around 17% travel to work within Westhill
itself and a further 8% work from home. Around 8% travel to another settlement in Aberdeenshire, 7% indicated no
fixed place of work and 2.5% work offshore.

32 https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/22105/westhill-profile-september-2017.pdf
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8.4.2 Current Status of Allocations
As outlined in Table 8.6, two sites were allocated in Westhill in the 2017 LDP: OP1 and OP2. The table provides
an update on the status of these allocations and identifies new allocations.

Table 8.6: Current Status of Allocations – Westhill
2017
Code Status 2021

Code Proposed 2021 LDP Allocation

OP1 Planning Permission in
Principle OP1 10 homes

- Planning Permission OP2 38 homes

BUS New – bid GR125 OP3 63 affordable homes

OP2 Under construction - Proposed to remove
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Figure 8.3: Westhill 2021 LDP Allocations
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8.4.3 Settlement Commentary
The 2021 LDP has the potential to include the following changes relative to the current LDP:

· Proposed new allocation for 38 homes (OP2); and

· The BUS site included within the 2017 LDP has been allocated as an opportunity site for 63 affordable homes.

It is considered that these changes will not have a notable impact on the STN. Therefore, based on the allocations
promoted for Westhill in the 2021 LDP, it is concluded that no additional appraisal is required in respect of the 2019
DPMTAG assessment.

Since the previous DPMTAG assessment, the strategic road network between Westhill and Aberdeen has
undergone a significant change as a result of the AWPR/B-T scheme. The Kingswells South junction is located to
the east of Westhill where the mainline AWPR route sits above a large roundabout, which is at grade with the A944.
A report to Aberdeen City Council’s City Growth and Resources Committee in April 2019 indicated that instances
of queuing and delay on the diverging slip roads have been experienced at the Kingswells South Junction during
peak periods. It notes that this is likely due to the volume of traffic on the A944 not providing the expected frequency
of sufficient gaps to allow traffic to enter the roundabout from the diverging slip roads. This is being monitored by
Aberdeen City Council and Transport Scotland.

Aberdeen Football Club is currently progressing with a major development in close proximity to the Kingswells
South junction that will include a new community and sports campus, football academy and stadium on the site.
The training complex opened on 31 October 2019 with the stadium expected to follow by summer 2022. It should
be noted that Planning Permission is subject to a number of planning conditions including the delivery of local
parking controls and the provision of pedestrian access across the A944. Additionally, Condition 23 of the Decision
Notice approving the planning application by Aberdeen FC Community Trust & Aberdeen Football Club Plc for a
new stadium at Kingsford includes reference to the potential for the Kingswells South junction to be made fully
signalised in future. Should conditions be met, the development will be located in close proximity to the A944 within
the Aberdeen City boundary between Westhill and Kingswells.

Nestrans is currently progressing work considering the improvement of active travel links on the corridor between
Westhill and Kingswells and it is understood that Aberdeen City Council is set to progress with a corridor study of
the A944 that considers all modes of travel. In 2017, Aberdeenshire Council commissioned a study to consider a
public transport and access strategy that looked at linkages within Westhill, and external links to Aberdeen and
other principal surrounding settlements. This study was carried out to inform the development of a Westhill
Masterplan. The level of study of the route emphasises the importance of Westhill and Kingswells as key trip
attractors.
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8.5 Summary
This chapter has provided an assessment of Oldmeldrum and Westhill in relation to existing and proposed
allocations.

It has outlined travel to work patterns, highlighting that both settlements have high rates of commuting to
somewhere in Aberdeen City for work.

In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made with one site under construction in both
Oldmeldrum and Westhill. The most significant allocation proposed for the 2021 LDP is Site OP5 in Oldmeldrum
for 146 homes. The appraisal of this allocation has concluded that reconfiguration of the Park Lane/Park Crescent
junction would allow the Site OP5 development to be delivered without any negative impacts on the STN, would
contribute to the LDP settlement objectives and could improve the efficiency of the operation of the STN in the local
vicinity of the development. It may also deliver minor beneficial impact in terms of the economy.
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9. Key Findings
9.1 Introduction
The revised DPMTAG assessment has been undertaken in order to support the preparation of Aberdeenshire
Council’s Local Development Plan 2021.

The scope of the assessment was agreed in liaison with Aberdeenshire Council officers and confirmed with
Transport Scotland. For the purposes of the assessment, focus has been placed on:

· Trunk road corridors – A90 (North), A90/A92 (South) and A96;

· Principal A-roads in Aberdeenshire – A93, A944 and A947; and

· The rail network.

The specific outcomes of the DPMTAG assessment are summarised in the following sections.

9.2 A90 (North) Corridor
Progress has been made with sites now under construction in Peterhead, Ellon, Pitmedden and Newburgh. In
terms of allocations proposed for the 2021 LDP, there are few recommended in addition to those allocated as part
of the 2017 LDP. The most significant proposed allocations are for Pitmedden (combined total of 297 homes, land
for a new primary school and 0.8ha employment land) and Newburgh (160 homes). However, it is not considered
that these allocations will have a notable impact on the Strategic Transport Network, particularly given the additional
capacity that has been provided as a result of the completed AWPR/B-T scheme.

Along the A90 corridor, issues of congestion are being experienced on the Strategic Transport Network at Ellon.
Completion of the AWPR/B-T has had an unanticipated effect of displacing congestion along the A90(T) between
Balmedie and Tipperty to the two roundabouts that provide access into the south and north of Ellon. This chapter
has considered micro-simulation modelling work that has been undertaken for Ellon and has concluded that
Cromleybank remains the most appropriate site for allocating housing land within the settlement. Revalidation of
the appraisal for Ellon in the current context determined that the southern bypass/distributor road option is the most
appropriate option for mitigating the effect of the Cromleybank development. In order to facilitate the Cromleybank
development, a number of other mitigation measures are likely to be required in addition to the distributor road.
Modelling undertaken in 2014 highlighted that measures implemented at the A90 southern roundabout would help
to reduce queuing and journey time at the B9005 approach to the roundabout, with increasing levels of intervention
providing increased benefits. Measures include:

· A 300m dual carriageway on the north exit from the A90 southern roundabout to enable two lanes north-south;

· Additional changes at the A90 southern roundabout, with two right turn lanes enabled from the B9005 to the
A90 South; and

· Traffic signals at the A90 southern roundabout.

It should also be highlighted that a refresh of the micro-simulation modelling work previously undertaken for Ellon
is ongoing in the context of post-AWPR flow patterns.

In addition to infrastructure interventions, it will be important to promote a remote/flexible working pattern in the
area and behaviour change in line with national, regional and local aspirations to increase the number of people
travelling by sustainable modes and reduce the number of car trips undertaken on the network. At a regional level,
travel behaviour change work is ongoing through the Getabout partnership. This is particularly important for Ellon,
from which a higher proportion of people travel to and from Aberdeen when compared with the towns further north
on the A90.

9.3 A90 (South) Corridor
In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made in the A90/A92 South settlements,
particularly in Stonehaven where three sites are under construction, Full Planning Permission has been granted
for the remaining housing allocation and Planning Permission in Principle has been granted for the employment
land allocation. Delivery of the Chapelton development has been slower than anticipated, primarily due to the
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downturn in the local economy. 164 homes were completed by the end of 2018 and it is anticipated that 60 homes
per year will be delivered between 2019 and 2023, with delivery rates increasing to 80 homes per year until 2049.

The DPMTAG assessment concluded that further work will be required to assess the financial implementability of
any upgrades to the Findon and Badentoy junctions and the extent of any technical (implementability) issues
associated with these.

9.4 A96 Corridor
In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made along the A96 corridor, particularly in
Inverurie (one site complete, three sites under construction and a further four sites with Full Planning Permission)
and Kintore (one site complete and four sites under construction). No bids were received for the opportunity sites
at Huntly, and thus five of the six sites allocated in the 2017 LDP for this settlement are proposed to be removed
for the 2021 LDP.

In terms of allocations proposed for the 2021 LDP, there are few recommended in addition to those allocated as
part of the 2017 LDP. The most significant proposed allocations include an additional 400 homes on the OP1 site
in Kintore, an additional 190 homes on the OP1 site in Blackburn and proposed new allocations for 60 homes; 130 
homes; and 50 homes and 2ha employment land in Inverurie. 

The appraisal has concluded that no significant issues are anticipated in relation to access arrangements in the
A96 settlements, although concerns remain regarding the congested Strategic Transport Network at Inverurie. The
provision of grade separation at Crichie for the OP9 and OP10 sites in Inverurie performs better against the
appraisal criteria than no grade separation, but concerns remain about available capacity on the network even with
this addition. With uncertainty regarding the future alignment of the A96(T) around Inverurie, there is merit in
retaining the scheme of grade separation option at Crichie for consideration at this stage. A further review of this
intervention should be undertaken upon confirmation of the A96 Dualling alignment. Overall, no significant issues
at Blackburn are anticipated in relation to the access arrangement for the proposed allocation, though consideration
of the interaction with the A96(T) Clinterty Roundabout would be required.

In addition to infrastructure interventions, it will be important that Inverurie takes advantage of the recent
improvements in rail capacity to remove car trips from the network. Promotion of a flexible working pattern may
also alleviate issues of congestion during peak periods.

9.5 A93, A944 and A947 Settlements
In terms of delivery of the 2017 allocations, some progress has been made with one site under construction in both
Oldmeldrum and Westhill. The most significant allocation proposed for the 2021 LDP is Site OP5 in Oldmeldrum
for 146 homes. The DPMTAG assessment of this allocation has concluded that reconfiguration of the Park
Lane/Park Crescent junction would allow the Site OP5 development to be delivered without any negative impacts
on the Strategic Transport Network, would contribute to the LDP settlement objectives and could improve the
efficiency of the operation of the STN in the local vicinity of the development. It may also deliver minor beneficial
impact in terms of the economy.

9.6 Next Steps
The submission of this DPMTAG assessment following the consultation process of the MIR will allow Aberdeenshire
Council to finalise their Proposed 2021 LDP.

Going forward, it is recommended that the Transportation and Policy teams keep abreast of continuing transport
and development planning work to identify key timelines for revisiting outcomes of the 2019 DPMTAG assessment
as appropriate – particularly those relating to the issues in Ellon and Inverurie.

In addition, continued promotion of active travel at the local and regional level and promotion of a remote or flexible
working pattern in Aberdeenshire could also help to facilitate the withdrawal of car trips from the network during
peak hours and mitigate any impacts of development on the Strategic Transport Network in Aberdeenshire. At a
regional level, extensive work is being undertaken on travel behaviour change through the Getabout partnership
and going forward, it will be important to build on this work.
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