ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM
MINUTES OF MEETING 94
Monday, 2" September 2024, 6.00pm

Microsoft Teams meeting

Present: Paul Davison, Geordie Burnett-Stuart, Ken Gordon (Acting Chair), Anouk Kloppert (pt
mtg), Gordon McKilligan, Alison Mitchell, Gordon Prentice, Ruth Riddell, Graham Smith, Neil
Taylor, Henry Webb.

Council officers present: Fiona Chapman, Bridget Freeman.

Abbreviations: A/IO Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.

Item | Subject Action

1 Members present voted in favour of Notetaker recording of the proceedings.
Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc.
a) Welcoming members, KG advised that he had been asked by Chris
York (CY) to deputise as chair in CY’s absence on business.
b) Apologies — ClIr. Iris Walker, Chris York.
Declarations of interest — none intimated.

2 Approval of revised Minutes from Meeting 92 Prop. HW, seconded GS.
Approval of Minutes from Meeting 93 Prop. GBS, seconded HW.

Matters arising 93/7 Core Paths Plan In response to a suggestion from PD,
it was noted that community councils and/or local path groups could be a
contact for ALOAF where a core path was found to be “overgrown or
inaccessible”.

Relevant action points Covered in ensuing discussions.

3 Planning for activities, events, training, information

NAF guidance notes The meeting reviewed the condensed summary draft
received from NatureScot and circulated on KHub for ALOAF review and
comment. It was noted that a number of examples of ALOAF’s current
practice were included. Members were in favour of the general terms of the
document, but recommended that in the paragraph referring to LAF
members being appointed to represent “constituencies of interest”, the
second sentence (referring inter alia to not being allowed to “express their
own views”) was inappropriately worded and should be deleted. BF drew
attention to the mention of a “structured induction and mentoring
programme”. The meeting noted with interest the suggestion of rotating the
role of Chair, as contributing to a Forum’s resilience. In discussion it was
emphasised that with regard to site-related access issues the Forum’s role is
to advise the A/Os, not to respond directly to third parties. However, it is
equally important that the public know who is on ALOAF and how to contact
the A/Os. While ALOAF ticked most good practice boxes in the document,
including being proactive (e.g. re core paths), perhaps it should work on
publicising its achievements to a greater extent — probably via online media.
As a counterbalance to LAFs’ declining membership and attendance, BF
suggested that there should be a recommendation for NatureScot to create
a webpage of resources for LAF members. The document suggests that
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LAFs might have an “Annual Work Programme”, but this would be up to
ALOAF (not the Council) to take on if they so choose. It was agreed that
CY’s ALOAF website should be added to the list of LAF websites. In
response to a question from PD, it was agreed that the Council could be
asked if mapping software could be made available. Discussion followed on
the lack of information on the whereabouts of IPA paths. The Minutes
Secretary advised that the Council had successfully requested the agency
concerned to supply similar information for the predecessor scheme [c.25
years ago! cuMm]. To conclude, the meeting agreed that BF would respond to
NatureScot with the draft Minute of this discussion [As here presented,
subject to any revisions by KG or BF. cMm]

KG

BF

Update on activities and events attended by members of ALOAF since
previous meeting

Graham Smith (Community rep) (1) A 2" edition of the Oldmeldrum paths
map is in hand. Promotion of this and the ebike hire scheme continues at
local events. (2) The Council-funded consultants’ report on Inverurie-
Oldmeldrum-Daviot links is expected by the end of November 2024.

Ruth Riddell (Access user) (1) At an equestrian event on 22-25 August,
Daviot riders advised the BHS Access Officer that they felt “got at”, and were
keen to progress mediation. She noted tensions caused by signage, and
there are reports of verbal altercations — indications of entrenchment.
Oncoming autumn ground conditions will not help. Hoping for mediation to
happen sooner rather than later, RR understood that CY is not available for
this until November. However, HW interceded to report that mediation had
already started, with meetings with Daviot Community Trust (DCT) on 215t
July, and with the equestrian users on 22" July. A meeting with both parties
together had been proposed for early August but the date was not suitable
for the equestrian users. HW therefore expects the meeting to be in
November. Regarding signage, KG reported that signs have been modified
by DCT to indicate which routes are less suitable for equestrian use, and this
seems to have been beneficial. It was agreed that KG would liaise as
appropriate to arrange a date for the proposed meeting. (2) Previously-
accessible equestrian access beside the Dee near Banchory has been
obstructed by narrowly-spaced boulders. RR will provide a report to FC.
Gordon McKilligan (Land manager) (1) There are continuing issues locally
and throughout Scotland with irresponsible dog-walking access -- namely
risk to livestock, disaffected users (refusing to comply with reasonable
requests), and risk to users (from cows with calves, especially up to two
weeks from birth of calf). Liability is also a concern. A recent incident was
recorded and the video shared on What’s App, with the uncooperative
attitude of the dog-walker reflecting badly on access users in general. Often
there is a lack of evidence because the farmer’s immediate concern is to put
a stop to the incident. There was criticism of the SOAC wording that dogs
should be “under close control” if not on a lead — while one member felt that
having “recall” of the dog was sufficient control, it was observed that recall
cannot be guaranteed in every situation involving livestock, even with
normally cooperative dogs. The Police are moving towards obtaining DNA
evidence to support cases. Asked how he would want this taken forward,
GMcK suggested that Edward Mountain MSP be approached by ALOAF for

KG

RR
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an update on his earlier campaign for a revision of SOAC and improved
resourcing for access officers. KG will draft a letter accordingly, for review by
BF. Meanwhile, CY has discussed the issue in a meeting with NFUS, with
GMcK present. (2) GMcK has not so far found a representative of the
National Sheep Association within Aberdeenshire, but will continue looking.
Geordie Burnett-Stuart (Land manager and community council member) (1)
In a recent dog incident involving sheep, the sheep manager’s phone was
seized by the dog-walker. The Police were not especially helpful. (2) There
are not enough core paths. In particular, Deer Community Council seeks
links to the Formartine and Buchan Way (F&BW). More generally, funding
for paths needs to be put on a regular and more reliable footing.

Neil Taylor (Agency — FLS) Progress on reopening storm-damaged
woodlands continues. The Section 11 management of the recent Granite
City Rally went smoothly. A running event at Scolty was successfully
conducted without the need to close access for other users.

Paul Davison (Community rep) Impressed by F&BW signage on recent visit.
Query re more precise definition of privacy in addition to SOAC information.
Recent planning application for a caravan site involves suggested access by
off-road trackway, but ownership hard to identify. KG supplied the URL for
the Registers of Scotland website https://scotlis.ros.gov.uk/ but results can
be patchy due to land with no recent transactions sometimes not being on
the system yet [and recent transactions taking a long time to be published on
the website. cm].

Alison Mitchell (Access user) Also an office-bearer in Ramblers Association
Scotland and Aberdeen City Outdoor Access Forum, Alison has been
attending meetings of the N E Scotland Coastal Trail (NESCT) along with
ALOAF’s representative CY. She is a Trustee-appointee for the forthcoming
NESCT Trust. Regarding the “Mapping Scotland’s Paths” website, she
understood that it is accessible to the public, but its content relies on supply
of field data from volunteers. HW asked PD to let him know if PD cannot
access it. The format may not be fully user-friendly yet. Most content
currently relates to S W Scotland. See https://www.ramblers.org.uk/what-we-
care-about/scottish-paths-map

Gordon Prentice (Community rep) (1) Path routes in Denman Park have
been laid out but await laying of bonded recycled-tyre surfacing. Anticipated
completion in 2-3 weeks. (2) [Post-meeting note — GP had inadvertently
omitted the following: “Echt & Skene Community Council [based in Kirkton of
Skene] has set up a Paths Group as part of the implementation of their
Community Action Plan. | was asked to join as an advisor as we also share
some potential routes of mutual interest to our neighbouring communities”].
Turriff Show feedback The “sheep” was successful in engaging with dog
owners, thanks to fish-oil attractant. KG said it was good for ALOAF to be
seen at the event. He hoped for the Council’s continuing support in this
regard. GMcK reported on two conversations with land managers from
outwith Aberdeenshire who had had little or no contact with their respective
LAFs, and in one case did not know the identity of their access officer — the
conclusion being that awareness is patchy in other parts of Scotland. BF
thanked AK and CY for their role in setting up and taking down the stand.
There was a consensus in favour of being present at the Show in 2025. At

KG,
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the Show GMcK introduced CY to the President of the NFUS. KG asked if
the NFUS is able to encourage land managers to join ALOAF. It was noted
that Gerald Banks’s membership of ALOAF is relevant. GMcK advised that
representation on groups is reviewed annually at the AGM of the NE
Scotland branch of NFUS. Also some NFUS members are also members of
SL&E. He will keep on maintaining awareness of the Forum. Also, NFUS is
represented on the National Access Forum.

Aberdeenshire Council update

FC reported that case numbers in Aberdeenshire South are down to about
34, equally distributed between Marr and Kincardine and Mearns, with the
longest-running case dating from 2020. This is a marked reduction in case
numbers, but some of the remainder are not straightforward. Other work
includes responding to enquiries from officers dealing with planning
applications. At Bennachie there are ongoing discussions regarding the
implications of forestry operations on access on the well-used Turnpike
route. In Port Elphinstone a temporary diversion of a core path, required by
Network Rail (NR) work, should be removed by the end of the current week
(i.e.by 6/9/2024). The Council had had to implement this at very short notice
in the face of an unworkable alternative proposed by NR. FC had informed
the public on the Council website about the diversion. PD queried why a
diversion onto the Millenium Path, instead of circuitously through a housing
area, had not been used instead. However, it was noted that the
implemented diversion did connect with another core path. PD noted that the
Council had not succeeded in resolving obstructed access beside the Canal
in the same general area. KG and GS asked about an obstructed core path
at Keith-hall, where temporary closure signs had been in place longer than
appeared necessary, and a gate had been padlocked. FC had received only
one access issue form despite its being understood to be a popular route.
She will be investigating the problem. Asked why he had not called the
information number on the signs, GS said he would do so, but queried
whether a Section 11 closure was involved, and also whether the person
responsible should have informed the Council as a core path was affected.
On the topic of the Council’s draft Microsoft form for reporting access issues,
some further adjustments are necessary before it can be released.
Meanwhile the existing online form should be used. In Aberdeenshire North,
BF reported that she is as busy as usual, notably with enquiries from officers
dealing with planning applications. She is currently undertaking a privacy
assessment for a landowner, with assistance from ALOAF. Her
supplementary work in Aberdeenshire South is decreasing. Update from
Malcolm White:

e Works continue on the F&BW. See
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/news/2024/aug/users-see-benefit-
of-formartine-and-buchan-way-improvements

e Report on the NESCT goes to Area Committees shortly, then to
Infrastructure Services Committee on 3/10/24 for decision.

e Any access questions are to be sent to the Outdoor Access inbox
outdoor.access@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
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Next meeting of the Scottish Outdoor Access Network (SOAN) will be on
14/11/24 at Battleby. BF will put Agenda on KHub for members to attend if
they wish.

BF

Operating Principles and membership

Nothing to report on Operating Principles. For membership matters see
discussion under ltem 4; also, KG will continue with seeking interest from
outdoor swimmers, although no luck so far. Meanwhile, there is the ongoing
requirement for all to seek new members for the Forum, and to suggest
possible corresponding/affiliate members.

KG
ALL
ALL

Core Paths Plan

KG raised the question of possible rekindling of the Core Paths Sub-group.
Although the Council had no plans at present for changes to the core paths
network, he felt that this need not stop ALOAF doing something, as the topic
needed to be addressed. GS, PD and KG volunteered to form the S/G. PD
wondered if the S/G should perhaps await a chance for the Forum to fully
review the WSP report. While core paths are an essential part of the
Forum’s remit, it was observed that rather than engage all Forum members
on ALOAF’s day-to-day business on core paths, a S/G enables a more
focussed approach. GS noted that CY was considering a structured process
whereby community councils would submit suggestions and maintenance
ideas. BF clarified that WSP’s remit was essentially a condition survey of the
existing network. GMcK observed that there is a big issue with maintenance;
also with funding for the IPA scheme. KG to progress S/G in liaison with CY;
also to keep GBS and GMcK informed.

PD/KG
IGS

KG

AOCB

e KG to send Chat links from meeting to GBS.

e GBS expressed concern at what in his view were varying levels of
commitment by NatureScot (NS) to their access remit. In discussion it
was suggested that if ALOAF was to raise this with NS it might be for
the core paths S/G to do so in regard to core paths funding. BF
advised that it would not be appropriate for the A/Os to make
representations. GBS therefore wondered if representations from the
Council to the Scottish Government might necessarily be from further
up the management chain.

e PD mentioned the presence of long distance paths in NPF4 but
thought this might be beyond the scope of ALOAF or Council
involvement.

KG

Casework (CLOSED SESSION) Notetaker recording was switched off for
the duration of the Closed Session.
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Provisional dates for 2024 and 2025 meetings

4t November 2024, 3 February 2025, 215t April 2025, 9t June 2025, 8
September 2025,10™" November 2025.

HW noted that the 21/4/25 date fell within the school holidays. He will query
with CY and BF. GBS suggested coastal locations for the 2025 February
and April meetings, and Forvie was mentioned as a strong possibility.

HW
CY/BF




