
 
HOUSING RENEWAL AREA POLICY 
 
Policy Summary 
 
Substandard housing in Scotland is defined as a dwelling that is in serious disrepair, has serious 
building defects or needs to be improved, closed, or demolished. This policy sets out how 
Aberdeenshire Council proposes to deal with sub-standard

 
housing.  
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1. Policy Statement 

 
1.1 The Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 requires local authorities to set out a policy detailing 

how it will identify areas that could potentially be designated as a Housing Renewal 
Area.   
 

1.2 This policy ensures that Aberdeenshire Council meets the requirements of Section 10 
of the Housing (Scotland) Act 2006 which requires local authorities to set out a policy 
for how it will identify parts of its area for designation as a Housing Renewal Area and 
it links to Aberdeenshire Council’s wider Scheme of Assistance and Below Tolerable 
Standard Policy of encouraging homeowners to take responsibility for the repairs and 
maintenance of their home and the Local Housing Strategy 2024-2029 which sets out 
key priorities for the Housing Service over the next 5 years. 

 
2. Scope of Policy  

 
2.1 This Policy primarily applies to: 

• homeowners or landlords of private rented properties whose properties are in 
serious disrepair or below tolerable standard. 

• Tenants or owner occupiers, as they may be impacted by improvement notices or 
enforcement action  

• Local Authority Services including Housing, Building Standards and Environmental 
Health as they will be responsible for implementing the policy 

•  
 
 
 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2006/1/section/10
https://www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/media/21397/2017-statement-of-assistance-document-final.pdf
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/b1bc898c-c72d-45aa-bef8-de167c74bc17/bts-policy---final.pdf
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/b1bc898c-c72d-45aa-bef8-de167c74bc17/bts-policy---final.pdf
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/bfa5bf2d-455f-47e4-a354-da2d5f2879bf/aberdeenshire-council-local-housing-strategy-2024-2029.pdf


 
2.2 Exclusions and Exemptions: 

• Social Housing Stock which are managed under separate Council or Housing 
Association maintenance frameworks. 

• Properties that meet the statutory standards 
 
3.  Policy Principles & Equalities 

 
3.1 A Local Authority can designate a Housing Renewal Area when it considers: 

 

• A significant number of houses in a locality are sub-standard; and/or 

• The appearance or state of repair of any house in the locality is adversely 
affecting the area; and 

• Officers believe it to be the most appropriate action to take to address these issues. 
 
3.2 Aberdeenshire Council’s criteria for determining a Housing Renewal Area includes: 

 

• The views of residents 

• Complaints relating to public health and/or housing  

• The level of below tolerable standard housing  

• The level and condition of disrepair 

• The level of empty homes 

• Evidence of increased antisocial behaviour or criminal behaviour 

• The impact of taking no action to address this  
 
3.3 The intended outcomes of the policy are: 
 

• Improved quality of private sector housing  

• Reduction in the number of properties in serious disrepair 

• Enhanced wellbeing and sustainability through targeted regeneration  

• Alignment with Local Housing Strategy priorities  
 
  
4. Supporting Policies and Documents 

 
Housing Renewal Area Policy 
 
Below Tolerable Standard Policy 
 
Local Housing Strategy 2024-2029 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/dac7ba31-5d39-423e-a18d-9a7af78e76f3/housing-renewal-policy-final.pdf
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/b1bc898c-c72d-45aa-bef8-de167c74bc17/bts-policy---final.pdf
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/bfa5bf2d-455f-47e4-a354-da2d5f2879bf/aberdeenshire-council-local-housing-strategy-2024-2029.pdf


 
5. Council Strategic Priorities 

  

Pillar Priority 
How does the policy reflect 
the Council's strategic 
Priorities? 

A sustainable 
economy 

We will support a strong and diverse 
economy by attracting people of 
working age to our region, 
complementing our highly skilled 
local workforce. 
 

Energy efficiency 
improvements will contribute 
to our Net Zero 
commitments, upgrading 
housing stock will contribute 
to increasing property value 
and encourage further 
investment generating work 
for local contractors. 
 

Connected 
communities 

We will work with communities and 
partners to enhance the sense of 
connection among our places. This 
includes supporting communities to 
come up with innovative solutions to 
ensure our places are resilient and 
vibrant. 
 

It will contribute to improving 
the house conditions and 
housing quality and the 
overall amenity of local 
areas, making communities 
more attractive places to live 
and work. 

Living well locally We will encourage and support our 
residents to lead healthy and active 
lives and contribute meaningfully to 
their communities. We will make 
proactive choices that will allow us to 
cater to the needs of our increasingly 
ageing population. 

Ensuring homes meet 
tolerable standards improves 
energy efficiency and 
contributes to safer, warmer, 
healthier homes, reducing 
fuel poverty and enabling 
residents to remain living 
independently within their 
communities.  
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