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1.1 Site Locat ion 
 
Newburgh is a coastal village situated in the Ythan Estuary, midway 

between Aberdeen and Peterhead. More specifically it lies 13 miles to the 

north east of Aberdeen. Newburgh itself is accessed via the A975 which 
leads directly to the A90 Aberdeen to Peterhead Road, as shown in Figure 

1.   
 
The village benefits from a range of services including a primary school, 

golf course, garage, church, a number of hotels and shops and 
employment areas to the north and west. 

  
1.2 Land Ownership and Contro l 
 
The land subject of this Masterplan is mainly under the control of Stewart 
Milne Homes. 

  
1.3  Vis ion Statement 
 
This document is a Masterplan for the M1 site as contained in the 

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (June 2012).  It sets out a vision 
for the long term growth for the settlement of Newburgh enabling a 

controlled expansion over the next 10 years.  The Masterplan covers an 
area wider than the M1 allocation. This is primarily to safeguard land for 

the future to secure key infrastructure including a link road between the 
B9000 and A975 which presently cannot be delivered by the M1 

allocation.    

The M1 development comprises 40 dwellings delivered in 2 phases and 

1.5ha of employment land as defined by the Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan (June 2012).  Potential future phases of development 
lie to the south of this area and will be promoted through the next Local 

Development Plan process which is anticipated to begin in early 2013. For 
the purpose of this Masterplan, the additional area of land to the south, 

outwith the M1 allocation, is identified as 'Potential Future Development' 

throughout this document.  

The Masterplan aims to achieve the following: 

¶ A high quality residential environment that meets a variety of 

housing needs, whilst giving due consideration to infrastructure; 

Figure 1: Site Location 

M1 

Potential future development 
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¶ A high quality village expansion that will create a unique 
environment that compliments the existing character of the local 

area; 

¶ Integration of the site with the existing community of Newburgh, 
providing links from the site to the wider area including efficient 
connections to pedestrian and cycle path linkages, public transport 

and road networks; 

¶ The avoidance of skyline development by ensuring that buildings fit 

within a detailed landscape framework; 

¶ The safeguarding and enhancement of the ecological habitat at the 

Foveran Burn; 

¶ Safeguard land for a link road between B9000 and the A975. This 
presently cannot be delivered by the M1 allocation and requires the 
land south of the current allocation in its entirety to deliver the link 

road inline with a wider Masterplan than that identified in the Local 
Development Plan; 

 
¶ The site lies within the Energetica Framework Area 4 and will 

contribute to the quality of life, environmental performance and 

economic development targets as required by SG Bus5: 

Development in the Energetica Framework Area; 

 
¶ Contribute to the transformation of the Energetica Development 

Corridor Area by creating a development that provides a high class 
life style. 

 

¶ Implement areas of open space that encourage active life styles. 
 

Site M1 forms Phase 1 of a holistic approach taken to prepare this 
Masterplan document, which can identify land to be safeguarded for a 

future link road and thereby avoiding piecemeal development. 
 
 

 

Figure 2: The fullest extent of  the Masterplan area 

 
1.4  Planning Context 
 
National Planning Context 
In preparing the Masterplan, regard has been made to the following 

national policy guidance: 

 
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) 
Designing Places (June 2012) 

Designing Streets (March 2010) 
Planning Advice Note 3/2010 ï Community Engagement 

Planning Advice Note 83 Masterplanning 
 
Local Planning Context 

Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan 2009 
The Aberdeen City and Shire Structure Plan was approved by Scottish 
Ministers in August 2009. That Plan allocates 3700 new dwellings in the 

period up to 2030 in the Local Growth and Diversification Areas 

Aberdeen Housing Market Area (AHMA) within which Newburgh lies. 
 
Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan  
The Masterplan area was promoted through the Local Development Plan 

process. A Masterplan area was identified in the proposed Local 
Development Plan. However, the site boundary was reduced following 

the publication of the Reportersô Recommendations (See Section 3). 
 
The Local Development Plan identifies the part of the Masterplan area as 

M1.  The settlement statement prepared for Newburgh states óSite M1 is 
allocated for up to 40 houses, associated community facilities and 

appropriate employment opportunities (1.5 ha). A masterplan is required 

for the site which will consider access and transport provision including 
safeguarding of a route for a link road between the B9000 and A975. Up 

to 20 of the houses will be delivered in the first phase, with the remaining 

20 delivered in the second phase.ô 

 
To safeguard the route for a link road between the B9000 and the A975, 
the Masterplan (including future phasing) covers a larger area than 
identified in the Local Development Plan. This not only safeguards the 
route of a link road, but demonstrates how Newburgh can grow 
sustainably in the future. In doing so, it provides guidance to the 

M1 

Potential  

future 

development 
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Figure 3: Ownership Plan 

M1 

Potential 

future 

development industry. 

The preparation of the Masterplan has considered a number of policies and supplementary guidance notes.   

This includes: 

¶ Policy 1 Business Development 

¶ SG Business Development 1 

¶ Policy 5 Housing Land Supply 

¶ SG Housing 1: Housing land allocations 2007 ï 2016 

¶ Policy 6 Affordable Housing 

¶ SG Affordable Housing 1: Affordable Housing 

¶ Schedule 4 Affordable Housing Targets 

¶ Policy 8 Layout, Siting and Design of New Development 

¶ SG LSD2: Layout, Siting and Design of New Development. 

¶ SG LSD5: Public Open Space 

¶ Policy 9 Developer Contributions 

¶ SG Developer Contributions1: Developer Contributions 

¶ SG Bus5: Development in the Energetica Framework Area 

¶ SG LSD1: Masterplanning 

¶ SG LSD8: Flooding and Erosion 

¶ SG LSD11: Carbon Neutrality in New Developments 

¶ Planning Advice: Number 6/2012 Implementation of Policy  

¶ SG LSD2 Layout, Siting and Design of New Development 

¶ Planning Advice: Number 7/2012 Implementation of Policy  
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1.5  Masterp lan Process 
 
This Masterplan sets out how site M1 can achieve sustainable growth for 

the village of Newburgh, to create a unique environment that compliments 

the existing character of the local area, taking into account the 

requirements listed in the Local Development Plan. 

The aim of the Masterplan process has been to ensure that the 
community of Newburgh is genuinely engaged in the development 

process, encouraging improved trust and working relationships and 

importantly to provide an opportunity for community views.   

The design of the site has evolved throughout the consultation process 
which initially began during the consultation for the Aberdeenshire Local 

Development Plan between 2009 and 2011.  Consultation has continued 

in 2012 through the Masterplan Process. 

Opportunities for stakeholder involvement will continue throughout the 
planning application process.  It is important that the community are 

confident that they have helped shape that environment and continued 

public involvement will achieve that. 

Proposal of Application Notice 
 
A Proposal of Application Notice (PoAN) was submitted to Aberdeenshire 

Council on 10th February 2012 for the development of the wider M1 site 
as defined by the proposed Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan. 

 
Meetings with Aberdeenshire Councilõs Transportation 
Department 
 
A meeting was held with Peter MacCallum and Graeme Steel of 

Aberdeenshire Councilôs Roads Department on Friday 30th March 2012.  

At this meeting it was noted that it was the aspiration of the Roads 

Department that a road would be developed from the B9000 through the 

site to the A975.   

At the meeting is was agreed that this route should not take the form of a 

"traditional" distributor road but should be a "primary street" in terms of the 

guidance offered by Designing Streets.  It remains an important part 

of this development that the Masterplan allows this route to be 

safeguarded. 

 
Major Application Meeting (Ref: F/ENQ/2012/0219/
MAJ) 
 
A meeting was held with Aberdeenshire Council to discuss the 
development of M1 Newburgh on the 5th April 2012.  This 
highlighted the requirements for the site and supporting documents 

to be submitted with any planning application(s) for the site. 
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2.1 Descript ion of Masterplan Area 
 
Site M1 lies to the west of Newburgh and extends to approximately 3.6ha

(9 acres). The Masterplan site, beyond the allocated M1 is a further 

13.8ha (34 acres). It is bounded to the north by the B9000 to the east by 

a residential development comprising a range of detached and semi 

detached one and two storey dwellings and the A975; and, to the west by 

land in agricultural use. A small cluster of residential dwellings and a car 

servicing garage are located to the north west, approximately 60 metres 

from the boundary of the site. Along the southern boundary lies the 

Foveran Burn. 

 
The site is generally south facing and in topographic terms there is no 

impediment to the development of this site for residential purposes. Any 
design proposals should be designed to work with the existing 
topography and minimising the need for cut and fill. 

 
The land shown with red hatch is controlled by a third party. However, it 

has been incorporated into the Masterplan as it lies within the M1 

boundary. This land can be developed independently. 

 
Appreciating the Context 
 
Context is the character and setting of the area within which the proposed 

development will sit. Context is the natural as well as human history; the 
forms of the settlements, buildings and spaces; its ecology and 
archaeology; its location, and routes that pass through it. 

 
Context also includes people, the individuals living in or near an area and 

how communities are organised so that citizens become real participants 
in the projects development. A thorough appreciation of the overall site 

context is the starting point for designing a distinct place. 
 
The site is adjacent to an existing residential area close to the local 

primary school and a short walk to the centre of the village. Figure 4 
locates the site relative to the rest of the village. 

 
 

Figure 4: Land Use / connectivity Plan 

Appreciating context will: 
 

¶ Strengthen local communities; 
¶ Create places of distinction; 

¶ Harness intrinsic site assets and resources; 
¶ Integrate with surroundings. 
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2.2  Local  Cl imate and Topography 

The topography of the site is level with the B9000 to the north of the site 

and then falls towards the burn to the south with the land generally level 

around the burn. It then rises steadily in the centre to a crest offering 
views in all directions before falling back down towards the A975 and 

Foveran Burn.  
 
The topography and orientation of the site will influence how the site is 
developed: 

 
¶ To maximise views into and out of site 
¶ To maximise solar gain 
 
Figure 5 shows the topography of the site. There is no impediment to the 

development of the site for residential purposes. The design proposal will 

work with the existing topography this is considered in Section 4. 

Figure 6 provides local weather information in relation to the hours of 
sunshine the level of rainfall and the predominant direction of the wind in 

the Newburgh area which is from the south and the north west.  

The site has an open aspect to the south and west maximising the 
potential for solar gain. There may be limited overshadowing in the 

northeast corner of the site to be considered  in the eventual layout. 

Figure 6: Local Climate Information Figure 5: Local  Topography Plan 
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2.3  Local  Landscape Character ist ics 

Consideration of the local landscape characteristics provide a context for 

the landscape setting of any future development. The capacity of the site 

and the landscape was analysed and sensitive landscape and 
visual  receptors were identified. Landscape resources and amenity were 

also highlighted. These are identified on Figure 8 on page 14. 

The site is not located within an area of landscape significance, however 

it is important to recognise the close proximity to such areas and 

maximise the views offered from the site. Please refer to photos 1ð3. 

Views to the east are restricted by existing housing. Local high ground 
contains the site to the north and west but also restricts distant views in 

this direction. From this it is evident that residential development on the 
site can therefore be contained within existing landscape features. The 

site is more visible on the approach to the south, however there is a 
strong, coniferous tree belt to the west which provides strong visual 
feature and would contain development as shown in Figure 8 on page 

14. Additional landscaping will be provided and will contain development, 

further demonstrated in Figure 20 on page 34. 

The Foveran Burn lies to the south of the site and a smaller watercourse 

lies to the north, both flowing to the east and the Ythan Estuary. 

Figure 7 : Views of the site  

Site 

Photograph Key 

1. 2. 

3. 

Photo 2.  View of the site from A975 looking north 

Photo 3. View from Red Inch Circle looking south 

Site highlighted 

Site highlighted 

Photo 1.  View of the site from A975 looking north east 

M1 
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Figure 8 : Landscape & Visual Context 

2.4  Local  Histor ic/Townscape 
Character ist ics 

The settlement of Newburgh dates back to 1261 but it was in the mid 18th 

Century that it began to thrive developing as a salmon fishing centre and 

later the main port for the town of Ellon. 

Newburgh takes a form similar to many of the planned villages of the 
North East where the streets were set out focusing on squares, and 

providing sites for churches, workshops and inns (see photo 4). The siting 
of the buildings within the village conformed to the building line close to 
the pavement and the majority of buildings were erected with their roof 

ridges parallel to the road, please refer to photos 5 and 6. 

In the late 20th Century and early years of this century the town has seen 
a sudden expansion of housing the layouts and townscape of which bear 

no resemblance to that of the historic village, please refer to photo 7.   

The location of the site provides an opportunity to provide a gateway 

entrance to Newburgh from both the south and the west using landscape 
features in addition to the scale and massing of the  new development. 

Additional links to the centre of the village could be established.  

Photo 4. Newburgh Church Photo 5. Typical street  

Photo 6. Typical street  

Photo 7. Modern housing 
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Figure 9: Transport linkages 

2.5 Accessibi l i ty 

The Masterplan area abuts the existing Newburgh settlement boundary 

to the west. The village is served by a good network of pedestrian 

footways linking residential neighbourhoods with the main facilities. 
Figure 9 shows that the entire village is generally within 8-10 minutes 
walk of the village centre/commercial hub. Existing on-street footways on 

School Road and Main Street connect the village centre to footways on 

connecting residential streets throughout the village.   

As demonstrated in Figure 10 the site is currently accessible from the 

B9000, with pedestrian links possible to Red Inch Circle. The site is 
within 6 to 10 minutes walking distance from the centre of the village 
where local facilities are located. There is potential for future pedestrian 

and vehicular links to the A975. The site is located close to the existing 

bus routes north and south.  

The Stagecoach Service 263 and Kineil Coaches Service 747 operate on 
the A975 Main Street with the closest stops located at the Ythan Arms 

Hotel between 10 to 14 minutes walking distance from the site. Kineil 
Coaches Service 450 operates on School Road, with the nearest bus 

stop located east of the Airyhill View junction is between 4 to 8 minutes 

walking distance from the site. 

Core paths are located close to the site accessible from the A975 as 

demonstrated in Figure 11. 

(Above and left) Figure 11: Core Path Network, source: Aberdeenshire 

Council. 

Figure 10: Accessibility Isochrone 

B900 

A975 
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2.6  Opportunit ies and Constraints 

Analysis of the Masterplan site identifies both opportunities & constraints 

for future development indicated in Figure 12.  
 

The main constraints are: 
 

¶ Location of the Watercourse to the north of the site; 

¶ Flood Plain adjacent to Foveran Burn; 
¶ Gradient of ground to the south of the site; 
 
However, these also provide opportunities to create a successful 
development including: 

 

¶ Gateway feature; 

¶ Enhance existing line of trees to the east of the site; 
¶ Capture views out of the proposed development from the crest of 

the hill; 

¶ Feature open space on higher ground; 
¶ Landscape feature from existing watercourse; 

¶ Potential pedestrian link to Red Inch Circle; 
¶ Establish pockets of Structural Planting; 

¶ Public foot / cycle path through the development; 
¶ Ecologically enhanced informal open space to south; 
 

Figure 12: Opportunities & Constraints 
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2.7 Ecology 
 
A Phase 1 Habitat Survey has been completed and will be submitted 

with any planning application for the site (Figure 13). Data held by the 
North East Biological Records Centre (NESBReC) has been 

incorporated into the Ecological Survey. 
 

The Survey found the site to be of low ecological value, although as 
would be expected the watercourse to the north of the site and the 
Foveran Burn were found to be the focal points of ecological interest.  

The survey did not find that the development of the site would pose any 
adverse impacts on either the site or the neighbouring Forvie National 

Nature Reserve; noting that net gain to biodiversity should accrue as a 
result of the development.   

 
The survey advised that prior to construction a repeat survey for 
protected species should be undertaken.  Similarly any works that may 

affect the channel of Foveran Burn or where water quality may be 
affected should also be assessed with reference to otter and fresh water 

pearl mussel.  

Figure 13: Habitat Survey 
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2.8 Flooding 
 
SEPAôs Indicative Flood Map (Figure 14) provides predictive guidance on 

the possible extent of functional floodplain (1 in 200yr flood extent) for 
catchments greater than 3km2.  The flood map indicates that the 

functional floodplain for the Foveran Burn covers part of the site to the 
south.  With a smaller catchment, the watercourse to the north of the site 

is not included on the SEPA flood map.   
 
The indicative floodplain for the Foveran Burn has been taken into 

consideration in the preparation of the Masterplan with all land within the 
floodplain designated as informal open space with an additional 

landscape buffer placed over the steep rising ground located between the 
floodplain and proposed housing areas.  As well as providing recreational 
and biodiversity opportunities which will benefit the local community this 

buffer also provides greater protection from the flood risk associated with 
the Foveran Burn. 

  
It is recognised that whilst the SEPA flood map is a useful tool in initially 

establishing whether a site might be at risk of flooding, it is designed to be 
used as a strategic tool to give an indication of whether a general area 
may be affected by flooding, not individual properties or a specific 

location.  A full Flood Risk Assessment will therefore be carried out and 
submitted with any planning application for the site which will examine 

local factors and determine the risk of flooding on the development site. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Figure 14:  SEPA Flood Plan 
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Photo 10: Water course to north of Site Photo 8: Site looking south from B9000 

Photo 9 : Site looking north from A975  Photo 11: Foveran Burn 

9 

Key to photo locations  

8. 

2.9 Contaminated Land  
 
A brief review of available historical information for the site indicates that 

it has never previously been developed, and has been in agricultural use. 

Thus, it is not anticipated that there will be significant contamination 

constraints associated with the site. 
 

Photos 8 and 9  show the undeveloped site in its natural state. 
 
Photos 10 and 11 show the existing burns to which the surface water 

would drain. 

 
2.10 Drainage and Water 
 
Scottish Water have confirmed that there is sufficient capacity in the 
Invercannie Water Treatment Works and also within the local network to 
accommodate the proposed development on the site for the full number 

shown within the proposals. They have also confirmed that there is 
sufficient capacity in the Balmedie Waste Water Treatment Works to 

accommodate the development. 
 
In accordance with Aberdeenshire Council and SEPAôs current policies, a 

Drainage Assessment including Sustainable Urban Drainage Strategy 
(SUDôs) will be required to accompany any planning application(s) for the 

site. This will outline the drainage principle for each area of the 

development and dictate the SUDôs measures to be put in place to 

provide the required treatment levels as required by SEPA for each 
phase of the development. 
 

A construction method statement in accordance with SEPAôs guidance 
will also be required particularly where existing watercourses are affected 

and in relation to development activity on the site. 
10. 

11. 

M1 
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3.0 Community Consultation 
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3.1 Community Consultation and Engagement 

 
An essential element of the Masterplan is community engagement.  The 
public consultation for both the Masterplan and the planning application 

have been carried out in tandem to minimise confusion and avoid 
duplication.  Details of the public consultation undertaken were provided 
in the PoAN which was submitted to and agreed by Aberdeenshire 

Council. 

 
Throughout the Masterplan process, the project team has been 
committed to seeking the engagement of members of the local 

community, local Councillors and Community Council.  This has been 
paramount in shaping the Masterplan and proposals for the site at 
Newburgh.  Consultation has been undertaken following best practice 

guidelines as set out in Planning Advice Note 81: Community 
Engagement and Circular 4/2009 Development Management 

Procedures. 
 
Two public consultation events were held; letters were sent to local 

Councillors and the Community Council advising of this.  Posters 
advertising both events were hand delivered to local shops, schools and 

community facilities and adverts giving notification of the exhibition were 
placed in the Press and Journal on 22nd February 2012 and 10th April 

2012 (Appendices 1 and 2).   

3.2 Community Council 
 

A meeting was  held with Foveran Community Council on 22nd February 

2012 to brief them on the proposals and seek their views. Foveran 
Community Council were supportive of the development proposals and 

raised  the following issues: 

Response Action  Issue 

The LDP notes that part of M1 lies 

within SEPAôs 1 in 200 year flood risk 

area or may have a small watercourse 

and notes that a flood risk assessment 

may be required.  No housing will be 

built on areas of ground that flood.   

All land within the floodplain will be 

designated as informal open space with an 

additional landscape buffer placed over the 

steep rising ground located between the 

floodplain and proposed housing areas.  A 

full Flood Risk Assessment to be carried out 

and submitted with any planning application 

for the site. 

Concern that land to 

the south of the site 

floods. 

In line with the requirements of the LDP 

20% affordable housing will be 

provided.   The exact nature, type and 

style will be discussed with 

Aberdeenshire Council during the 

planning application process. 

The site will provide appropriate levels of 
affordable housing in line with the 
requirements of the Aberdeenshire Local 
Development Plan 2012.  The exact nature, 
type and style will be discussed with 
Aberdeenshire Council during the planning 
application process. 

What level of 

affordable housing 

would be provided 

as part of the 

development and 

how will it be 

delivered. 

Areas of open space will be maintained 

by a third party or management 

company. 

Full details of the landscape design and  a 
maintenance scheme will be submitted as 
part of any planning application for the site. 

How will  green 

areas be 

maintained. 

The exact level of phasing has yet to be 

confirmed however, the Masterplan will 

provide indicative phasing which will be 

agreed with Aberdeenshire Council. 

The M1 site will consist of 40 units delivered 
in two phases of 20 (1a and 1b) in addition 
to the 1.5ha of employment land.   Future 
development will be promoted through the 
next Local Development Plan. 

How will the 

development be 

phased. 

Newburgh Mathers Primary School is 

currently under capacity.  The 

development will support the schools 

falling school roll.  Ellon Academy is 

also under capacity and a new 

secondary school will be  developed as 

part of the M1 Ellon site.  The 

development will not have a detrimental 

impact on the schools roll. 

The precise level of infrastructure provision 
and developer contributions required from 
the proposal will be agreed with 
Aberdeenshire Council through the 
planning gain officer in consultation with 
other statutory agencies. 

What is the impact 

of development on 

primary and 

secondary school 

rolls. 

There are no plans to deliver medical or 

dental services on the site.  The  LDP 

identifies that a new health centre is 

required in Ellon and it is likely that 

Aberdeenshire Council may seek 

contributions for this.  

The precise level of infrastructure provision 
and developer contributions required from 
the proposal will be agreed with 
Aberdeenshire Council through the 
planning gain officer in consultation with 
other statutory agencies. 
 

Will there be 

medical and dental 

services provided as 

part of the 

development. 

The church is 

looking to expand 

could the 

development 

provide land for this. 

Planning gain contributions will be 

discussed with Aberdeenshire Council 

who will determine they type of 

community facility to be delivered. 

The precise level of infrastructure provision 
and developer contributions required from 
the proposal will be agreed with 
Aberdeenshire Council through the 
planning gain officer in consultation with 
other statutory agencies. 
The Masterplan will safeguard land in future 
phases for a possible community facility. 

Will there be a retail 

park. 

The is no proposal to develop a retail 

park. 

The masterplan will  focus on the delivery of 

residential dwellings and commercial uses 

only. 

3.3 First Consultation Event 

 
A public exhibition was held from 3pm ï8pm on  the 1st March 2012. , 

Ythan Arms, Newburgh. Representatives from the Developers and 
members of the Design Team were in attendance to provide information 
and discuss emerging ideas for the future development of the site.  

Consultation on the first exhibition ran from the 1st Marchð16th March 
2012.  Following the public exhibition all consultation material and details 

from the event were made available online at: http://

www.stewartmilnehomes.com/newburgh-community-engagement.aspx    
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Issue !Ŏǝƻƴ  wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ 

Concern that the devel-

opment would have a 

detrimental impact on the 

local road network. 

A Transport Statement will be 

submitted to Aberdeenshire Council  

as part of any application. 

The proposed A90 Balmedie to Tipperty 

duelling will improve strategic and local 

accessibility along the  A90 (T) corridor in 

the north east.  The development will not 

have a negative impact on the local road 

Disappointment that the 

Reporter reduced the 

allocation at M1 and that 

there is no longer the 

requirement for a com-

munity facility. 

Masterplan to safeguard land in 
future phases for a possible com-
munity facility. 

The indicative Masterplan has taken a 

strategic view and has  identified land as 

part of a possible future phase for commu-

nity use.  The exact type of community use 

to be delivered will be discussed and 

agreed with Aberdeenshire Council. 

What stage is the devel-

opment and when is 

building likely. 

The Masterplan will identify the first 
phase of development which will be 
delivered in the period 2006ð
2016. 

Development of the site is at very early 

stages and it is likely that a planning appli-

cation will be submitted at the end of 2012.  

The Masterplan shows indicative phasing 

however, the first phase of development 

will be delivered in the period 2007ð2016 

Feedback from First Consultation 
 
The event attracted 36 registered attendees; 9 representations were 

received from residents.  These are detailed in a separate report of 

consultation.   

 
The main issues concerned: 

Issue Response Action  

There should be footpath connec-

tions from the site to the A975. 

Indicative foot path links have been 

designed into the Masterplan. 

Masterplan to provide footpath links 
throughout the site and out to the 
wider area. 

Had thought that a link road 

between the A975 and the B9000 

would be provided. 

The Masterplan will safeguard a 

route for a link road which could be 

provided as part of a later phase of 

development. 

Masterplan to secure the route for a 

link road to be developed as part of 

possible future development. 

Could the Masterplan provide 

land for a new Village Hall. 

Planning gain contributions will be 

discussed with Aberdeenshire 

Council who will determine they 

type of community facility to be 

delivered. 

The precise level of infrastructure 
provision and developer contribu-
tions required from the proposal will 
be agreed with Aberdeenshire 
Council through the planning gain 
officer in consultation with other 
statutory agencies. 
The Masterplan will safeguard land 
in future phases for a possible 
community facility. 

There should be safe footpath 

connections to the primary 

school. 

The Masterplan will be designed in 

accordance with Designing Streets.  

Footpath links will be provided from 

the site to the primary school.  An 

additional footpath connection is 

available from the site through Red 

Inch Circle to the primary school. 

Masterplan to provide footpath links 
throughout the site and out to the 
wider area. 

Open space should be provided 

as part of the development. 

The Masterplan has been designed 

to incorporate large areas of open 

space in excess of the LDP re-

quirements. 

Masterplan to include areas of open 

space in accordance with Aberdeen-

shire Councils Supplementary Plan-

ning Guidance 

Will there be  medical and dental 

services provided as part of the 

development. 

There are no plans to deliver 

medical or dental services.  The  

LDP identifies that a new health 

centre is required in Ellon.  It is 

likely that Aberdeenshire Council 

may seek contributions for this.  

The precise level of infrastructure 
provision and developer contribu-
tions required from the proposal will 
be agreed with Aberdeenshire 
Council through the planning gain 
officer in consultation with other 
statutory agencies. 

With the exception of a footpath 

there should be no entrance onto 

Red Inch Circle. 

The Masterplan provides a  foot-

path and emergency access from 

Red Inch Circle.  There will be no 

vehicle connections at this location. 

No vehicle connections to Red Inch 

Circle. 

3.4 Second Consultation Event 

 
The second public exhibition on 18th April 2012 at the Ythan Arms, New-

burgh presented the draft Masterplan, proposals for phasing and develop-
ment of the site and highlighted the responses received from the first con-

sultation exercise and where they had been taken into account. 
 
Consultation on the second exhibition ran from the 18th Aprilð 4th May 

2012 and following the public exhibition all consultation material and de-
tails from the event were made available online at: http://

www.stewartmilnehomes.com/newburgh-community-engagement.aspx    

Issue Response Action  

Landscaping should be 

provided adjacent to the 

Macrae Estate. 

The Masterplan has been designed to 

provide strategic landscaping in this 

area. 

Masterplan to provide strategic 

landscaping adjacent to Macrae 

Estate. 

Concern that the development 

will have a detrimental impact 

on the local road network. 

The proposed A90 Balmedie to 

Tipperty duelling will improve strategic 

and local accessibility along the  A90 

(T) corridor in the north east.  The 

development will not have a detrimental 

impact on the local road network.  

A Transport Statement will be 

submitted to Aberdeenshire 

Council  as part of any 

application. 

Open vistas are key landscape 

characteristics of Newburgh. 

The Masterplan has been designed to 

maximise the open vistas. 

The Masterplan will maximise 

open vistas. 

 
Feedback from Second Consultation 
 
The event attracted over 40 registered attendees; 3 representations were 

received from residents.  Comments received during the event were pos-
itive and supportive of the proposal.  Several comments related to the 

Reportersô reduction in the scale of development and the negative effect 
that this would have on the provision of a Village Hall and possible im-

pact on the delivery of a link road from the B9000 to the A975.   
 

The main issues raised were: 
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4.1 Implications of Analysis for the Masterplan 
 
A framework for the development of a Masterplan began to evolve through 

site analysis, incorporating opportunities and constraints together with 
feedback provided by the local community across two public exhibitions. 
Figure 15 shows an early concept plan from the second community 

engagement. 
 

The main access to the site would logically be from the B9000 and that  
links to Red Inch Circle should be restricted to pedestrians, cyclists and 
emergency vehicles. 

 
The southerly aspect of the site is ideal for sustainable and energy 

efficient development. However the crest of the hill in the centre of the site 
offers views of the entire area and should be retained as feature open 

space for the amenity of the proposed development. This will provide a 
focal point for the proposed layout. 
 

The topography of the site, as seen in Figure 5 on page 12, will influence 
the road pattern as will the requirements of Designing Streets. The 

topography and the location of the Foveran Burn will influence the 
drainage solution for the site which falls both to the north and to the south. 
 

4.2 Design Requirements 
 
The Masterplan design aims to create a place where people will want to 
live incorporating high design that embraces the principles of Energetica 

This relies on creating a development that merges seamlessly with the 
surrounding village. There are 6 key qualities which form the basis for 
good Urban Design . These are summarised as follows: 

 
Safe and Pleasant ï It must provide properly designed streets and public 
areas.  These should consist of defensible spaces with natural security 

through passive surveillance and overlooking.  There should be facilities 
for work rest and play for the whole community.  People need to take 
precedence over cars and traffic speeds need to be controlled by careful 

design. 
 

The development should have a clear identity which can only be created 
with an understanding of the historical character of the area and the 

surroundings. 

Welcoming ï Traditional Scottish villages had a clear approach sequence 
which led the visitor to a natural centre. This approach progressed through 

a transition from rural to urban and is reflected in the scale of buildings.  

Their proximity to each other and the change from soft to hard 

landscaping. 

 
Easy to get around ï Good connections to the surrounding road, cycle 

and footpath networks are core needs for a successful town plan. A legible 
and easily understood street pattern which delivers good local 

accessibility and links to the wider network is essential. 
 
Flexibility ï Sustainable design is good design and applies to buildings 

streets and public spaces as well as roads and footpaths. The 
fundamental requirement for sustainability is flexibility and provision must 

be made in design work at all levels to accommodate future needs and 
changing circumstances. 

 
Resource Efficient ï The use of existing infrastructure, transport 
networks and services are extremely important for creating sustainable 

communities.  This site is well located on the local road networks as well 
as being closely linked to the existing facilities in the village. The design of 

the street layout, open spaces and buildings will take account of and 
recognise and respect the character and topography of the landscape and 
recognise and respect the microclimate of this area to ensure energy 

efficiency. 
 

Distinctive ï Successful places have a strong individual identity. This 

comes from a combination of building forms, materials, scale and 
landscape.  The strong local heritage and character will influence the 
design of any new addition to the settlement. 

 
The response to the key criteria taking on board the opportunities and 

constraints established from the site analysis will generate the design 
strategy for the proposed development. 

 
This will be an evolving process which will be considered in stages. The 
Site Analysis information was presented to the local community as part of 

the consultation process and the feedback obtained became part of the 
analysis information. 

 
The initial design concepts which emerged from this information were then 
presented to the community at a second consultation event and further 

Figure 15: Early concept plan from 2nd Community Consultation 

feedback obtained. This together with feedback from the Local 

Development Plan process including the Reportersô Recommendations 
provided the final brief for developing the site. 

 
Further details of the community consultation process are contained in 

Section 3. 
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4.3 Energetica & Newburgh  
 
Newburgh falls within the Energetica Framework Area set out by 

Aberdeenshire and as such the Masterplan has taken account of the 
principles set out within the Supplementary Guidance and supporting 

Energetica Planning Advice Note.  When detailed designs are brought 
forward as planning applications, justification will required to be provided 
in Design and Access statements that details how the six criteria in the 

Supplementary Guidance have been addressed. 

  
The principles of the Energetica Corridor cover a broad range of topics. 
These are set out below with a summary of how the Masterplan has 

addressed each of these principles.  
 

 
 

 
 

Landscape & Green Space  
 

The development site is located on the edge of the existing settlement and 

is within walking distance of the village local amenities. The Masterplan 
design has evolved to create a series of linked green, usable spaces that 

will focus community activity throughout the site. Within the allocated M1 
area, 3 distinct green spaces are set out each incorporating a different 

focus.   
 
Area 1: Land to the extreme northern point of the site, and site entrance 

creates an informal landscaped area which is to be planted as a wildflower 
meadow. This area will include footpath links to the neighbouring 
employment land and will include areas for seating and informal 

recreation. The wildlife meadow will encourage biodiversity similar to the 
existing agricultural land, and by introducing native plants species will add 

and encourage this as the space matures.  

 
Area 2: Land set out within the centre of the site which spans the existing 
small ditch that splits the M1 site will be retained and enhanced as a 
wildlife corridor, creating a central biodiversity focal point to the 

Masterplan area. SUDs provision will be engineered within this area to 

either side of the ditch and incorporated into the landscape.  

 

 
Area 3: Land set out to the south of the allocated site will form yet further 

open space and will take on a more formal space, including a play area.  
All of the green spaces within the Masterplanned area will be 
interconnected for ease of pedestrian movement through the 

development site, creating a quality landscape for both the settlement 

and residents alike, see Figure 33 on page 42.  

Movement Networks  

The Masterplan has evolved using the Designing Street policy concept, 

where interconnectivity and sharing of space takes precedent within the 

design process.  
 
The site can connect to the existing employment use, however there are 
no opportunities for the M1 site to connect directly with the existing 

neighbouring residential development, and as such the site connects to 
the settlement along the existing road and footpath network.  For future 

development there is more opportunity with accesses to Red Inch Circle 

and to the south of the site.  

Density Patterns 

The analysis behind the Masterplan looked at Newburgh as an existing 

settlement, scrutinising its makeup including spaces, densities, facilities 
and how these interact with one another. The density set out within the 

Masterplan mimics that of its immediate surrounding, creating a balance 
of open space and environment for the housing to sit. Overall, this 
creates a medium density proposal that accords with the existing 

settlement pattern, and an environment that will create an excellent 

quality of life.  

Existing Centres & Facilities 
The development of 40 units within Newburgh will feed into and help 

sustain existing facilities within the village. The school roll within 
Newburgh has seen some decline, and children of primary age generated 

by M1 will feed into and help retain the viable function of the school 
facility. The Masterplan site is within walking distance of the school and 

other village facilities including local convenience shopping and essential 

amenities.  

Co-Location of New Facilities 

The Masterplan focuses on the creation of a quality living environment 

and one that encourages the use of outdoor spaces by creating good 

links and useable, accessible spaces. This concept will help maximise 
social interaction within the development as well as creating links to the 

existing village and in turn enhancing the wider village by increased 

connectivity within the village.  

Mixed Communities 

The Masterplan sets out a range of house types and tenures that will suit 

a variety of demographic. House types will range from 1 and 2 
bedroomed starter homes through to medium sized 3 and 4 bedroomed 

family homes and also some larger family sized homes of 5 bedrooms. 
Feedback received from the community engagement event indicated that 
smaller more affordable accommodation was at a premium in Newburgh 

and younger people found it difficult to stay locally.  

Integrating Industrial Environments 

The western area of the Masterplan site sits adjacent to an existing 

business allocation (BUS 1) and can be served directly from the B9000 
without conflict to the neighbouring residential uses.  Through careful 
analysis it was decided to best locate the employment land as close as 

possible to existing uses.  

Integrating Other Working Environments 

Houses will be designed to accommodate multi-functional spaces that 

can adapt to the needs of modern living and working.  

Innovative Enabling Infrastructure  

The site will be developed to ensure that all properties are or have the 
ability to connect to broadband services enabling working from home 

through fastest connections possible. This is obviously dependant on 

provision to the area and not something any developer can control.  

Heritage & Reuse of Existing Assets 

Extensive built and environmental analysis undertaken as part of the 

Masterplanning process has helped to feed into and evolve the 
Masterplan taking account of the existing natural heritage of the village 
and area in general. Development density, development scale, pattern 

and layouts, areas of mixed open space and integration of all elements 
result in the Masterplan proposals. Focus on the quality of environment, 

green space, usable space, use of native species in planting schemes, 

and development of the site using its natural topography are all features.   
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4.4 Sustainabi l i ty 
  
Local Climate and Topography 
 
Sustainability is a fundamental component of any design process for a 

21st Century extension to Newburgh. In developing any proposal for the 
area the following aspects will need to be considered: 

 

¶ Energy Efficiency 
¶ Orientation 
¶ Topography 

¶ Public Transport 
¶ Cycle Paths  

¶ Drainage 
¶ Ecology 
 
Figure 16 shows the sustainability wheel showing graphically that all of 

these criteria are part of the overall consideration for designing 
Sustainable Communities. 

 
Bright sunny streets can foster a positive sense of place and reduce heat 
and light requirements within developments. The south sloping aspect of 

the site lends itself well to opportunities for south facing homes thereby 
maximising potential for solar gain. 

 
The layout of the site will work with the natural topography of the site to 

minimise earthworks.  It will also pay attention to the watercourses to the 
north and south of the site. Green links will be created throughout the 
site for the benefit of people and wildlife alike. 

 
4.5 Energy Eff ic iency  

The Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009 sets the targets for carbon 
reduction in Scotland, with an 80% carbon saving on baseline levels 
(1990 levels) to be in place by 2050. The interim target to be achieved by 

Scottish Ministers is a 42% saving on baseline figures by 2020.   

Aberdeenshire Council through planning policy SG LSD11: Carbon 
Neutrality in New Development, seek all developments to meet as a 

minimum the Bronze Active standard set out within Section 7 of the 

building standards Technical Hand-out incorporating the minimum 
building control requirements for new build housing and in addition the 

use of a low and zero carbon generating technology. This is currently a 
greater requirement than set by Building Control to achieve building 

warrant for new build properties.  

Stewart Milne Homes (SMH) have made various considerations as to how 

carbon reductions and emissions are achieved and find that the most 
appropriate method of achieving the required percentage reduction in 
development is to improve the thermal performance of the building fabric 

(fabric first) as this is one of the most technologically advanced and 
sustainable forms of construction which satisfies the demands of Egan 

led methodologies and Government directives.  

This method will also reduce energy demand, rather than forcing complex 
costly and non customer centric technologies on to homes and will also 

reduce the possibility of future maintenance. 

Stewart Milne Homes and Partners are leaders and innovators within the 

home building industry, striving to produce standard products that meet 
and exceed homes that meet Code for Sustainable Homes Level 4. The 

fabric first approach has been derived from extensive investment into 

researching fabrics and performance under the AIMC4 banner.  

House types developed and built under the Sigma II Build System are 
already completed in Portlethan Aberdeenshire, and are an example of 
where the fabric first approach offers a far greater carbon reducing 

method than that of the application of Low and Zero Carbon Generating 
Technologies.  

 

4.6 Foul and Surface Water Drainage Proposals 
 
New gravity foul and surface water sewers will be provided to service the 

proposed development and these will be located within the new roads and 
areas of open space where necessary. Sewers will be designed and 

installed in accordance with ñSewers for Scotland, Second Edition, 
November 2007ò, published by WRc plc. 
 

The new foul sewers will discharge to the existing public sewer network 

serving Newburgh. 

 
Indicative SUDS areas have been shown on the site Masterplan Figure 24 
Page 37. These have been located at appropriate low points adjacent to 

existing watercourses to suit the phasing proposals for the development, 
as set out within Section 2.10 of the Masterplan.  

 
The new surface water sewers will discharge to the relevant SUDS area, 

which in turn will discharge to the existing watercourses running adjacent 
to that phase of the development.  

Figure 16: Sustainability Wheel 
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4.7 Transport Strategy 
 
Transport Network 

There are no dedicated cycling facilities within Newburgh but cycling is 
generally safely accommodated on-road. In addition, the core path 

network runs through the settlement. 

The site is bounded to the north by the B9000 and to the south by the 

A975. The Indicative Masterplan illustrated by Figure 24 on page 37 

proposes an access onto the B9000 via a simple priority junction. 

The B9000, approximately 2.0km, to the west affords direct access onto 
the A90 (T) via a simple priority junction. The A975, approximately 4.0km, 

to the south also affords direct access onto the A90 (T).  

 
Integration of the site with the surrounding area is crucial to its success.  
In order to achieve this priority must be given to access by pedestrians, 

followed by cyclists, public transport,  and then cars and other motorised 
vehicles. 

 
Pedestrian and Cyclists 

The proposed development site abuts the existing Newburgh settlement 

boundary to the west. Footways are present on School Road, on both 
sides as far as Airyhill View then on the south (site) side only west of 

Airyhill View terminating at the settlement boundary.  An alternative 
pedestrian route to the site is available from School Road via Airyhill View 

and Red Inch Circle.   

The Newburgh Mathers Primary School is situated on School Road can 

be reached via either route is within 4 to 8 minutes walking distance from 
the site. The village centre, which is further east is around 8 to 12 minutes 

from the site as shown on Figure 9 on page 15.  

The site is therefore well positioned to encourage access to local facilities 

and amenities on foot.  To integrate the site with the existing footway 
network the internal footway network within the development comprises 

of both on-street and segregated paths. These will link directly to the 
existing provision on School Road and Red Inch Circle and afford the site 

excellent walking accessibility with safe and direct routes to the school, 

the town centre, the beach areas and the wider core path network, see 

Figure 10 Page 15.  

Public Transport 
 
Figure 9 on page 15 demonstrated that the site is well located in terms of 

public transport connections.   

Connections to the A975 services operating along the southern site 

boundary would clearly be advantageous for properties located to the 
south.  It is recommended that for future phases of development, beyond 

Phase 1, potential footway linkages to the are examined A947 as well as 
bus stop provision at an appropriate location along the south site 
boundary.  Crossing facilities on the A975 to southbound stops will also 

have to be considered. 

New footpaths from the site will link with existing paths to provide access 

to these services. 

Vehicular Access 

The first phase of development will be served from a new priority access 
formed on the B9000 as shown on the Masterplan. The access road from 

the B9000 is proposed to extend through the site to create a new link 

road to the A975, via a new junction located on the southern boundary. 

The route of the link road will be safeguarded within the future 
development area which can be delivered through future phased 
development beyond the life of the current LDP. The detailed layout of 

the road will be designed through close discussion with Aberdeenshire 
Council and the detailed planning application stage and will follow the 

principles of designing streets to create a safe environment. The first 

phase of development can be readily served from the B9000. 

The site boundary to the north currently lies within the un-restricted 
section of the B9000, however there are proposals to re-define the 

settlement boundary with the inclusion of the proposed site and the 
adjacent land to the west as part of the development. The extension of 

the 30mph limit beyond the proposed new settlement limit to the west is 
therefore recommended. The extension of the 30mph on the B9000 will 
be the subject of a Traffic Regulation Order and further detailed 

discussions with Aberdeenshire Council. 
Figure 17: Strategic Road Network  - A90 Dualling/Core Path Network 

The proposals, to ensure walking/cycling friendly environment within 
and outwith the site, will be further explored in detail as part of the 

Transport Statement and discussions with Aberdeenshire Council.   

 

4.8 Strategic  and Local Road Network 

A90 Balmedie to Tipperty Dualling 

The proposed A90 Balmedie to Tipperty dualling will provide the 
missing dual carriageway link between Aberdeen and Ellon and 

improve strategic and local accessibility along the A90 (T) corridor in 
the north east. The proposed scheme includes grade separated 

interchanges at the A975 and B9000 junctions, significantly improving 

access to Newburgh from the A90(T) (Figure 17). 
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5.1 Evolving the Layout 
 
The layout of the site has evolved through the Masterplan process. 

Following the site analysis the initial consultation with the local authority 
and local community identified issue relating to access, traffic, views and 
boundary treatments.  

 
Following the second consultation and the outcome of the Reportersô 

Recommendations the layout proposals have again been refined to 
arrive at the indicative Masterplan shown in Figure 24 on page 37. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Land Use 

The proposed design allows for a phased residential development 

adjacent to employment facilities which make the best use of the site, 
retaining existing features and respecting the topography and working 

with the contours. 

Employment land is located to the north west of the site and could be 

accessed from existing junction to BUS1 Site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3 Link Road 

The development of the Masterplan has considered all aspects of the 

infrastructure required for the development of the site. The principle access 
for Phase 1 will be taken from School Road (B9000). SUDôs treatment will 

be provided on the open space adjacent to the watercourse. 
 

Figure 19 page 34, demonstrates the framework for pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic distribution proposed for the site and shows the linkages to 
the existing community in Red Inch Circle, School Road and the A975. 

 

Based on discussions with  Aberdeenshire Council officers, any future link 

road would need to perform two functions; as the main link for residents 
within the site to access the external road network but also as an attractive 
route for existing traffic external to the site to route to and from the A975, 

avoiding the School Road/Main Street junction within the village centre.  It 
has also been established with the Council that there is no significant 

óstrategicô demand to be accommodated, i.e. not accommodating trips 
passing through Newburgh and that the new link road would provide a local 

function for existing Newburgh residents as an alternative to passing 
through the village centre. 
 

The proposed link road provides a shorter distance for residents from 
Airyhall View/Red Inch Circle and St Clair Wynd to reach the A975 to the 

south of Newburgh (1.0 km via the development compared to 1.5km via 
Main Street) plus avoids using the existing junction in the village 
centre.  With these factors, it is important to note that there is no need to 

further enhance the attractiveness of the route to external users by 
encouraging the use of higher traffic speeds, typical of a ólocal distributor 

roadô design.  Equally, it is recognised that the route should not be overtly 
traffic calmed or indirect so as to discourage though trips, akin to Designing 

Streets guidance. It should be further recognised, that the introduction of 
such ñresidential roadò within new development does not comply with 
Designing Streets concept endorsed by the Council. However, the Council 

have stressed in this instance that this is the type and nature of road they 
wish to see within site M1.  

 
Technical limitations of the site in terms of the sites topography would 
prevent any other type of road being developed. These technical limitations 

mean that the road will utilise the contours of the site, respecting the 
natural lay of the land and also existing the lower end of the site across the 
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Foveran Burn in a location that is not prone to flooding. All these technical 

details will be discussed and presented to the Council in any Detailed 
planning application.  
 

To this end, it has been agreed with Aberdeenshire Council Roads 
Development Section that optimum design for the road is as a 5.5m wide 

residential road, with footway provision on each side following as direct a 
path between the B9000 and A975 as possible.  In order to maintain the 

residential setting, and control traffic speeds, the overall streetscape 
should allow for frontage access along its length.  To further enhance the 
overall sense of place, other streets within the site should be designed 

fully in accordance with Designing Streets guidance as far as their 
interface with the link road, i.e. the road junctions. 

 
Figure 18  highlights how the proposed link is delivered from within the M1 

site as an initial section of the overall route passing through future 
development phases to the south. A cross section of the road is also 
shown (Figure 34), creating an example of the relationship of the housing 

to the road.  
 

 

Figure 18 : Link road 



33  33 

 

5.4 Design Response to Surrounding Landscape 
 
The village character will be enhanced through the provision of high 

quality housing that relates well to its surroundings and  retains key 
landscape features within the site. The variety in housing density and 

form will be sympathetic to the local vernacular. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.5 Open Space 
 
New areas of open space will be created within the site, principally at the 

entrance to the site, at the centre of the site at the crest of the hill and to 

the south, adjacent to the Foveran Burn. These areas will provide 
opportunities for leisure & recreation as demonstrated by Figure 20 on 
page 34. This was an important consideration and outcome of the 

consultation process.   
 

The provision of open space will also create opportunities for the existing 
and new communities to interact, providing a sense of place and helping 

to encourage active lifestyles.    
 
Areas of open space will be developed in line with Aberdeenshire 

Councils Supplementary Guidance on open space. 
 

The open space has been considered across the wider site which will 
allow any future development to integrate well with M1 
 

M1 (Phase 1) of the development the open space (6,715 sq.m.(0.67ha)) 
will provide amenity and leisure opportunities in compliance with the 

Aberdeenshire Councilôs Supplementary Guidance. Areas of open space 
will be maintained by a third party or management company to be 

appointed at a later date. 

 
The design intention for the entrance area in Phase 1a is to create a 

ógreen gatewayô that will be natural and informal. This will provide a 
transition buffer as one moves through the development to the 

increasingly formal landscaping which is envisaged toward the heart of 
the Masterplan. The natural green entrance to the site will also act as a 
visual buffer as one travels along the B9000 to the village of Newburgh, 

maintaining a softer landscape approach to the existing built environment. 
The use of wild flower planting and native species will enhance 

biodiversity and add visual interest to the area through seasonal change.  
As well as providing a gateway and buffer, this area will increase the 

visual amenity of the properties in the development. 
 
Full details of a landscape design and maintenance scheme will be 

submitted as part of any planning application for the site, please  refer to 
Figure 30 page 42, for examples of wild flower planting. 

 

Areas of open space accessible from the site include the beach, the  golf  
course, the school playing fields and the core path network. Figure 21, 

page 35, indicates the proximity of the areas of open space to the 

development site. 
 

The design of the new  landscaping will respond to the local  character of 
Newburgh and its location within the development. Amenity areas in the 
heart of the development or on the road frontage to the B9000 will be 

more formal in design while the areas along the burn and to the south of 
the site will be more informal in keeping with the surrounding areas. 

 
By providing an appropriate mix of trees, shrubs and green linked spaces 

the biodiversity of the area will be maximised.  
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Figure 19: Indicative Movement Framework 

Figure 20 : Indicative Landscape Framework 
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Figure 22: Source Plan 

5.6 Creat ing the Urban Structure 

The pattern or arrangement of development blocks, streets, buildings, 

open space and landscape which make up urban areas have been 

considered in developing the proposed layout. The interrelationship 
between all these elements bond together to create a sense of place 

(Figure 22). 
 
The urban structure provides the foundations for detailed design of the 

constituent elements. It creates a coherent framework, which forms the 
basis of the design from the following fundamental principles see Figure 

23, also refer to Figure 33, page 43. 
 
Integration 

Connection and overlap with the surrounding area. 
 

Functional Efficiency 
Individual elements of the design working together as an efficient whole. 

 
Environmental Harmony 
Creating development forms that are energy efficient and ecologically 

sensitive. 
 

A Sense of Place 

Creating somewhere that is recognisably distinct but simultaneously 
strengthens local identity. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Figure 21: Indicative Links from the Site to areas of Open Space 
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Figure 23: Block Plan 

5.7 Housing Density 

Newburgh lies within the Local Growth and Diversification Area and can 

accommodate growth based on local need and demand.   

 
Representations received during the public exhibitions demonstrate a 
demand for new housing in Newburgh. The Aberdeenshire Local 

Development Plan settlement statement states that the northern part of 
the site (M1) can accommodate 40 dwellings and 1.5ha of employment 

land. This comprises 3.2 ha of land.   

 

Housing densities within the proposed Masterplan site will where 

practicable meet the densities as set out within the Aberdeen City and 
Shire Structure Plan where the policy seeks to set minimum densities of 

30 dwellings per hectare thus maximising finite land resources creating 
well designed, sustainable development that sits well within the context 

of the site. The development densities within Newburgh vary across the 
settlement with housing sited immediately east of the site of medium 
density. In the case of the upper portion of the site and Phase 1 of the 

Masterplan area, it is contextually appropriate to establish a similar 
density. The density achieved within Phase 1 of the Masterplan area is 

23.5 units per hectare in line with present government policy. Density in 
Newburgh generally ranges from 16 units per hectare at the edge of the 
village to 33 units per hectare in the centre of the village. 
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Figure 24: Indicative Masterplan 

Potential future 

development 

5.8 Masterplan 

The design of the layout as demonstrated in Figures 24, 25 and 26 is a 

response to the Key Criteria for good Urban Design taking on board the 

principles of óDesigning Streetsô and the principles of Energetica which 
aims to deliver high standards of design. The design of the layout has 

also considered the responses received during the consultation process 
and information gathered during initial analysis. The majority of the 
properties in Phase 1a will benefit from the increased visual amenity of 

the entrance area. 
 

The development is welcoming, the entrance to the development is 
through a high quality landscaped area with buildings set back from the 

road to provide both presence  and privacy.  
 
The development is safe and pleasant. The  streets are well laid out and 

properly defined, public spaces are overlooked and open space is well 
located in relation to the houses. 

 
The development is easy to get around. There is a clear hierarchy of 
roads, streets, lanes and footpaths, with good accessibility to all local 

facilities including the primary school and village centre. Footpath links 
through the site to the Foveran burn and out to the wider area will provide 

recreational walking and cycling routes which will benefit the whole 

community and also provide a link from the south of Newburgh to the 

facilities to the north. See Figure 31, page 42 for example of shared 
surfaces. 
 

The development is flexible in its layout with a good range of property 
types consisting of detached, semi-detached and terraced houses with 

2ð5 bedrooms from approximately 70sq.m to 152q.m proposed to 
satisfy the needs of a wide range of potential residents. This will be 
subject to review depending on market demand. 

 
The development is resource efficient. It is using the existing 

infrastructure of the  village and will help support the existing facilities of 
the village becoming an integral part of it. 
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The development will create its own identity through its location, 
relationship with the existing village and the quality of environment that it 

will provide for future residents. 

 

A high quality residential amenity will be provided taking account of the 
topography of the site and making use of the floodplain to provide a large 
area of open space for the development and an attractive open outlook for 

the new residents of the development and everyone entering or leaving 
Newburgh.  

 
In terms of materials, this will vary and will include smooth render, dry 

dash render and stonework.  Roofs will consist of concrete tiles and will 
vary in colour, please refer to Figure 32, page 42 and Figure 33 page 43. 
 

While the design will allow for over looking of public open space and 
streets for security it will also ensure that private areas are not overlooked 

and that window to window relationships are carefully considered. 
Strategic planting will provide privacy without causing overshadowing or 

creating areas which are unsafe. 
 
The principles of óDesigning Streetsô ensure that public spaces are safe 

and secure. The design will also provide safe areas for dedicated play 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Figure 25:  M1 Indicative Masterplan 
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Figure 26:  Context Masterplan 


