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ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF MEETING 91 

Monday, 5th February 2024, 6.00pm 

Inverurie Community Campus 

Hybrid Meeting  

Present:  Paul Davison, Anouk Kloppert, Gordon McKilligan (part mtg.), Gordon Prentice (part mtg.), 

Ruth Riddell, Graham Smith, Neil Taylor, Chris York (Chair).  

Council officers present: Fiona Chapman, Bridget Freeman. 

Guest Speaker:  Mike Urquhart, Police Scotland. 

 

Abbreviations: A/O Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.  

Item Subject Action 

1 Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc. 

a) Welcome and introductions. 

b) Apologies – G Banks, M Robertson, Cllr. I Walker, H Webb, K 

Gordon. 

Declarations of interest – none. 

 

3 
(bt. 

fwd.) 

 

Police Scotland – Rural Crime Strategy 

Speaker PC Mike Urquhart, Crime Reduction Officer (Aberdeenshire South), 

focussed on the work of the Scottish Partnership Against Rural Crime 

(SPARC), and its North East group (NEPARC), whose membership is open 

to all rural stakeholders. The North East is the worst area in Scotland for 

rural crime – mainly committed by England-based organised crime groups. 

Typical thefts are machinery and equipment, vehicles, power tools and fuel 

(business and domestic). “Looking for scrap” can be a cover for scoping the 

property. Other crimes include hare coursing and fly tipping. Drones are now 

being used by the criminals (Note: it is an offence to shoot down a drone; 

sightings should be reported to the police). The market for stolen goods has 

been fuelled by disruption to legitimate manufacturing and supply chains 

caused by such issues as wars, trade sanctions and the Covid pandemic. 

Police security advice emphasises that the customary practice of leaving 

keys in vehicles is an invitation to thieves; also, that gates should be locked 

where security of farm premises and/or valuable livestock is at risk. MU 

advised that DNA marking is now available to protect equipment. He warned 

that lax security encourages repeat thefts. Remoteness is no protection. In 

discussion it was noted that Forestry and Land Scotland has been a 

repeated target. Discussion of particular relevance to ALOAF concentrated 

on the locking of gates where these impacted on access rights. CY identified 

a need to find a way of conveying the message of the need to tackle crime 

while complying with access law. The primary role of the Police is to tackle 

crime. In the case of farmyards (where Health and Safety legislation is 

paramount), Police Scotland encourages farmers to take access rights into 

account by, for example, contacting Council Access Officers to discuss 

possible bypass routes. This can be especially relevant where there is a 

desire to access woodland beyond the farm unit. It was noted that access 
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users are also “eyes on the ground” which can be of assistance to farmers. 

RR observed that it can be helpful if a locked gate has a contact number. It 

was pointed out that locking a gate is of limited value if equipment itself is 

left unsecured. FLS practice is to leave an access gap beside their gates, 

but farmers are concerned that such a gap can allow passage for a quad 

bike. Nonetheless, locked gates (even with a side gap) make it more difficult 

for criminals to bring in their vehicles (e.g. Transit van). GMcK advised that 

NFUS holds crime prevention meetings. The SPARC brochure includes 

information on access rights. MU will supply SPARC and NEPARC 

information to CY to be available for ALOAF. Anyone with concerns about 

rural crime is encouraged to contact NEPARC at  

NorthEastCrimeReduction@Scotland.police.uk  

In addition to SPARC and NEPARC, additional resources include 

Neighbourhood Watch and Rural Alert schemes.  

 

 

 

 

 

CY 

2 Approval of Minutes from Meeting 90 Proposed by PD, seconded GS.  

Matters arising (relevant action points) 

90/4/4/(1) ALOAF Minutes CY is hoping that Council admin assistance will 

be forthcoming to archive these on the ALOAF website. 

90/7c Site visit Balmedie -- under consideration for 15th April. Site issues 

include equestrian access; signage – the latter under review in new 

Management Plan. Noted that the new TGL golf course is a close neighbour. 

Time of visit (before or coinciding with normal ALOAF meeting time?) and 

location (Salmon Bothy?) to be confirmed. 
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Update on activities and events attended by members since previous 

meeting 

1) Access users 

• RR: Issue on Standing Stones access track to Kirkhill Forest due to 

erosion caused by mountain bike use. Voluntary maintenance by 

farmer and other users ceasing due to frustration, possibly resulting in 

loss of the route. Although in City, this kind of problem affects areas 

outwith Aberdeen too. Discussion noted that while biking 

organisations do take a responsible approach to the issue, some 

mountain bikers do not. The Trail Forks website shows numerous 

downhill trails, which constitute a safety risk where they cross forest 

roads and other trails, since braking can be difficult or impossible. 

Accepted that this is an issue for Developing Mountain Biking in 

Scotland and for the National Access Forum.  

2) Community representatives 

• PD and GS have benefitted from Paths For All webinars, particularly 

re local path groups and path maintenance. 

• Meldrum Paths Group is a SCIO. Paths brochure commissioned. BF 

to supply material for map. Council is looking into an Inverurie – 

Oldmeldrum corridor, with possible spur to Daviot.  

• GP reported that the Community Council has decided not to lodge an 

objection to the Hill of Fare Wind Farm, but has expressed concern 

that the Planning Application is deeply flawed.  

• In an effort to deal with flooding issues on Westhill area paths, GP 

would welcome contact details for drainage professionals who could 
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advise in meetings with land managers. GMcK commented that 

regulations and lack of resources have resulted in lack of 

maintenance of land and road drainage. GP to email BF for details of 

drainage contractors working on Formartine and Buchan Way. 

Council-run Flood Groups may also know of suitable advisers. 

• Application by Westhill to Aberdeenshire Local Action Group for path 

work funding was unsuccessful. No feedback received. CY said it was 

important to know why the application failed (perhaps over-

subscribed?).    

3)  Land managers 

• GMcK reported that irresponsible dog-owners are continuing to cause 

problems with livestock across Scotland. 

• NFUS is represented on SPARC. 

4)  Agencies 

• FLS: NT said they continue to receive applications for mountain biking 

and motorcycle events. Storm-damage clearance continues but 

weakened trees continue to come down. NT is working with SCRA on 

an app for groups to measure carbon capture in the forest.    

5)  Other  

• SORA Online LAF Workshop 8/11/23: A number of ALOAF members 

attended this Scottish Outdoor Recreation Alliance event which 

focussed on the role of LAFs. It was anticipated that this would 

increase awareness of ALOAF. Forum members are referred to the 

comprehensive report distributed in advance of the present meeting. 
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Aberdeenshire Council update  

1) Access Officers 

• Caseload: FC has 49 cases – 50% in south Marr, the remainder 

evenly spread between Kincardine & Mearns and Garioch. CY felt 

members should be aware of the large number of cases A/Os had to 

deal with. FC did not feel it was necessary to raise any with ALOAF at 

this time, although in due course she may seek advice on mediation. 

BF closed 49 cases in 2023. She is working on north Marr and some 

Kincardine & Mearns cases as well as those in the three Areas of 

north Aberdeenshire. 

• With FC’s term of employment due to end in March 2024, a decision 

will be taken at the end of February regarding the future of her post.  

• Planning: There is no formal requirement for the Planning service to 

consult with Access Officers. Remote working can also inhibit 

dialogue. Unfamiliarity with access rights, especially when Planners 

are new in the job, can result in access issues emerging when 

developments go ahead. CY questioned whether access officers have 

the capacity to engage in pre-emptive dialogue with planners while 

coping with existing caseloads (although such dialogue could reduce 

the amount of future casework).  

• It was agreed by consensus that CY should write to the Council 

urging that support for the Access Officer role should be continued, 

and reminding the Council that access rights need to be upheld 

through the planning system.  
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• Discussion points included: 

o Negative access impacts from major housing and industrial 

developments.  

o Need to be watchful for adverse changes to conditions, etc. as the 

planning process proceeds. 

o Need for access rights awareness by planners and architects 

(something for NAF to consider?).  

• Printouts of new “Outdoor Access Issue” and “s11 Application” online 

forms were distributed for comment. Thanking the A/Os, CY asked 

members to consider if there were any omissions. He suggested that 

bigger boxes be provided for some of the questions; also that Q13 of 

the s11 form could ask for the “What 3 Words” reference in addition to 

the grid ref. Comments from all are welcomed – to BF -- deadline 16th 

February.  

2) Environment Project Officers and other staff [project updates].  

Formartine Ranger David Brown retires on 28/3/24. 

3) ALOAF archive and web pages – update. [See Item 2 above]. 
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6 Operating principles and membership 

1) Opportunities for wider membership and corresponding / affiliate 

members. While the likely level of response is uncertain, CY felt that it 

would be worth offering the opportunity for other groups to become 

corresponding/affiliate members of the Forum, thus assisting those 

who might find it difficult to attend meetings, e.g. NatureScot, Historic 

Environment Scotland, and NTS. Scotways was also suggested. CY 

said that community councils could also apply, but ALOAF would 

have an obligation to feed back to them. GMcK suggested the 

National Sheep Association, given the issue of sheep worrying. He 

agreed to find out if they would be interested. There being no 

objections to the overall idea of corresponding membership, 

suggestions (to CY) are invited from all – deadline 1/3/24. 

2) Members and Reserves. CY clarified the distinction between 

Members and Reserves, notably regarding voting rights. Members 

need to be aware of their responsibility to liaise with their designated 

Reserves.  

3) Membership issues: attendance = membership (ref. Op. Principles). 

Land Management sector: The Forum is still struggling to attract 

representation from the Land Management sector. Meanwhile, BF 

reported that Mhairi Robertson, formerly representing that sector, has 

moved on to a new job with SSE Network (SSEN) to liaise with 

property owners. Following discussion it was agreed that it would 

need to be ascertained what she could bring to the Forum in this role, 

and vice versa. Her sector affiliation would necessarily change from 

Land Management to Agency (SSEN is not a land manager as such 

although it deals with land management issues). She would need to 

re-apply for Forum membership, stating how her role at SSEN would 

align with the Forum in this capacity. It was agreed that MR’s current 

Forum membership would expire with immediate effect (i.e. 5/2/24) 

and that she should be invited to complete a new application form. 
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Attendance: CY directed attention to the expectations for members’ 

attendance set out in the ALOAF Operating Principles, bearing in 

mind that the Forum is resourced by the Council and that meetings 

should be quorate. If not able to attend, submitting an apology 

reduces any adverse effect on one’s attendance record. CY 

confirmed that Reserves and Members receive ALOAF 

communications, thus all can keep up to date with Forum business.  

7 Consultations and initiatives  

The following weblinks may be of interest: 

• The Council’s “Engagement Aberdeenshire” portal 

https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/  

• https://app.maptionnaire.com/q/2kb7sfv3wm78   (transport) 
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Planning for activities, events, training, information 

Turriff Show CY noted that some of the ALOAF materials are dated or 

damaged, perhaps needing an update, e.g. to pull-up banners and the wide 

banner, but new banners take time to design. Manufacture is via Turriff 

Printers. A/Os are limited timewise. Need to check existing files, including 

artwork. GMcK suggested topic for new banner could be “ALOAF – how it is 

made up and what it does”. CY suggested that in addition one or more of the 

existing banners could be reprinted. Despite the Sheep being in doubtful 

condition, the meeting considered that it would be desirable to include the 

Sheep again this year. She draws people to the Forum stand, and is a useful 

reminder of the issue of sheep-worrying. Other topics could include the 

question of locked gates; and something to attract children (NT to forward 

information about the FLS name-writing activity). CY can transport materials 

(stored at Mintlaw). He called for volunteers for a possible sub-group and for 

staffing at the event – please respond to CY by 1/3/24.  

Spring Show  BF attending (as A/O) in conjunction with Police Scotland. 
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9 Core Paths Plan and the core path network 

Update on audit. WSP is nearing completion of its survey of Aberdeenshire 

core paths, and will report to Councillors in March 2024.  

Options/ideas for assisting a core paths review. CY said the survey shows 

that the paths are a series of paths, not a network. The word “network” does 

not appear in the legislation, the wording being “core paths”. He raised two 

questions: (1) Does it need to be a network? (2) Is it “sufficient to provide 

access”? Opening discussion, CY suggested that ALOAF could identify gaps 

in provision, but it would be overstepping the Forum’s remit to suggest 

specific new paths, which would risk landowner opposition, and in any case 

that would be the Council’s role. He conceded that it would potentially be 

acceptable to suggest corridors. It was important not to raise expectations or 

to overstretch the Council’s capacity. Discussion points included: 

• Limited Council capacity (consistently mentioned in ALOAF Minutes). 

• Possibility of a pilot project. 

• Delete non-existent or ineffective core paths and replace with better 

ones – which would encourage positive progress (suggestion by NT, 

endorsed later by CY). 

• Choice of paths must be selective. 

• Core path designation attracts funding. 
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• Recent land manager-led, publicly-funded path at Aberchirder has 

usefully extended the local network. 

• Active Travel Route potential is worth highlighting where applicable. 

• Core Path designation can help protect path in proposed 

developments. 

CY suggested that an appropriate time to ask whether core paths provision 

is working would be after WSP’s presentation to Councillors. ALOAF could 

help to identify the nature and scale of the problem, do some of the 

preliminary work and perhaps draw in funding for a project officer. The 

legislation on core paths was not as practicable as had been hoped, and 

local authorities were not keen to conduct formal reviews of Core Paths 

Plans. In conclusion, it was suggested that ALOAF should await the WSP 

presentation (BF please advise date for this), and then direct attention to 

“what is missing” on the ground.   
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10 Casework (CLOSED SESSION)  

North – feedback on Section 14 case. 

 
 

   

11 Provisional dates of 2024 meetings 

15th April (site visit Balmedie?/ 3rd June / 2nd September / 4th November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


