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1 Introduction 

1.1 The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984 

The Roads (Scotland) Act 1984, Section 34, states that “…A roads authority 
shall take such steps as they consider reasonable to prevent snow and ice 
endangering the safe passage of pedestrians and vehicles over public roads.” 

1.2 Code of Practice  

The ‘Well-managed Highway Infrastructure’ Code of Practice is designed to 
promote national adoption of an integrated asset management approach to 
highway infrastructure based on the establishment of local levels of service 
through risk-based assessment.  

2 Policy Statement 

The Council’s policy objective in relation to winter maintenance is defined as 
the reduction as far as practicable of the effects of adverse weather conditions 
on the movement of people and vehicles to permit safe travel in Aberdeenshire. 

In order to achieve this objective, it is recognised that a priority treatment 
system is required.  By applying a risk based approach, priority will be given 
initially to the more important routes, with extension to the less important 
routes when practicable. 

Within these overall parameters, the Director of Environment & Infrastructure 
Services is requested to try to curtail the level of expenditure within the sum 
provided in the annual budget bearing in mind the conditions which pertain 
and the overall policy objective. 

The winter service will provide the following types of treatment: 

• Precautionary salt treatment 
• Treatment of ice and snow 
• Self-help - Provision of grit bins and Snow Warden Scheme 

These types of treatment are generally carried out in accordance with Well 

Managed Highway Infrastructure (A Code of Practice), Section B7. 

3 Scope 

This policy shall apply to: 

• Aberdeenshire Councils Winter Operational Plan. 

• Aberdeenshire Councils adopted road network. 
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4 Implementation & Compliance 

Aberdeenshire Council’s “Winter Maintenance Operational Plan” contains detailed 
instructions on carrying out winter maintenance operations across Aberdeenshire. 
 
The Quality and Resource Manager will be responsible for updating the Operational 
Plan to reflect changes in legislation, advances in material technology and any other 
improvements or amendments considered to be needed.  
 
Local Roads Managers shall be responsible for compliance within their areas, 
ensuring that guidance in the procedure is complied with, winter operations are 
undertaken, and the treatment decisions are documented.  
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