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Executive Summary

The Ellon Local Place Plan has  lige &gy
been developed by a local “<.:*=¢
community body, with the support : p ar k |

"

of Ythan Community Council, and 5. LOTS Jleers @

NESCAN. This is the first phase of C OITIITILIT] = e

the wider Ythan Local Place Plan. ", |+ : _8§ Rired

The LPR has been informed by T ; | @ gg ‘”;‘;ggm';iggg‘;h{"ém
community engagement, both ‘ : 2 Swimmmg,%mg M\/\Al\éntu

online and in person, as well as v?}lggrggplaoc.élh = o Y
existing plans and ongoing work p]_a ce Epll
towards the Local Development o

Plan 2029.
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Key Themes & Recommendations

Land / Theme Community Proposal

Fill vacant units; support independent businesses; diversify retail
Town Centre / Retail = mix to attract all age groups.

Deliver housing with infrastructure in place; include single-story /
Housing Sites accessible homes; retain small-town character and community
identity.

Allow further development within existing allocations; prevent
Industrial Estate surrounding by housing to protect operations and access.

Preserve and protect key greenspaces and river corridors; prevent
Greenspaces / River  inappropriate development on floodplain; maintain visual amenity.

Corridor
Maintain and extend existing paths; integrate with active travel
Walking / Active routes; link to key destinations like Esslemont Circle, Newburgh,
Travel Routes and the Buchan—Formartine Way.

Protect historic and sports facilities; support community events;
Cultural / Recreational Maintain access to Castle Gardens, Meadows Sports Centre, and
Land other recreational areas.



1.Introduction

This Local Pl ace Plan (LPP) captures the Communi't
wider Local Place Plan project for the wider Ythan area. A group of community groups from the

town and Ythan Community Council, with support from NESCAN Hub, have developed this Local

Place Plan to be included in the development of the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.

1.1. What is a Local Development Plan?

Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan (LDP) is a statutory document prepared by
Aberdeenshire Council to guide land use and development in Aberdeenshire. The Local
Development Plan shapes the long-term growth of communities. The Aberdeenshire LDP 2029
will guide land use until 2039. The impact of this plan on local communities is significant and
lasting.

1.2. What is a Local Place Plan?

The Local Place Plan (LPP) is created by community bodies. The LPP is focused on space and
land use and details where and how the community wants development to take place, and what
improvements are required. The Ellon and Ythan Local Place Plan should be used be
Aberdeenshire Council to inform the Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan.

1.3. Community Body

ElIl on Castl e Garden, ElI'l on and District Men’s Shec
are community groups situated in the area and have led the work to compete this phase of the
Local Place Plan alongside Ythan Community Council, established in accordance with Part 4 of

the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.

-

Contact: -y s )y

) ) N o ELLON Ey % NESCAN
Fiona Robinson, ' MEN S 5 \"’,‘f
Ythan Community Council -y

communitycouncilythan@gmail.com
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1.4. Initial Phase

The geographic area covered in this phase of the LPP is shown below in Figure 1. This covers
the town of Ellon. The initial focus has been on Ellon Town Settlement, as this provided a
manageable scope for completing a meaningful LPP. The facilities and amenities available in
Ellon are used by the communities in the surrounding settlements and so the impact of
development in Ellon is directly felt by the wider Ythan community.
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Figure 1 - Aberdeenshire Council - Local Development Plan - Link


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/27f01f5e60544ece88580ca32dc4beb5

1.5. Future Phases

This Local Place Plan represents the
first phase of a broader programme
for Ythan Community Council. The
initial phase has focused on Ellon
Town Settlement. Following
submission of this plan, Ythan
Community Council intends to
undertake a similar process for the
wider Ythan area (Figure 2),
encompassing smaller settlements
including Ythanbank, and Tipperty,
which were also identified in the
previous Local Development Plan.
This phase is anticipated to take
place in 2026.

Proposed New Community Council Boundary AM‘“.‘,":'"

Figure 2 - Community Council Boundary - Aberdeenshire
Council - link



https://engage.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/ythan-and-ellon-community-councils-boundary-consultation

2.Existing Plans & Ongoing Work

2.1. NPF4 2023

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) is the national spatial strategy for Scotland.
The spatial strategy for Scotland to 2045, identifies:

6 spatial principles which will influence all our plans and decisions:
» Just transition
» Conserving and recycling assets
e Local living
e Compact urban growth
* Rebalanced development
* Rural revitalisation

3 themes, linked to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and Scottish
Government National Performance Framework:
» Sustainable places where we reduce emissions, restore and better connect biodiversity
» Liveable places where we can all live better, healthier lives
* Productive places where we have a greener, fairer and more inclusive wellbeing
economy

Local Development Plans and Local Place Plans should also consider these principles and
themes.



2.2. Aberdeenshire LDP 2023 - review of allocated sites

As part of the delivery of the next LDP, Aberdeenshire Council have carried out an audit of
existing sites allocated in LDP 2023. Each of the opportunity sites have a suggested allocation
as described below:

* Blue - a site, currently under construction expected to be built out before 31st March
2029.

e Green — a site with live planning permission and under construction, expected to be built
out post 31st March 2029.

. — a site with live planning permission but not under construction.

« Red - a site with no recent progress or evidence of deliverability and should be
recommended for removal with landowner/ developer to be notified.

DP23 Code ite Description ype ttlement ministrative ested |Allocation Justification
rea llocation

Ellon Commercial Park Existing Formartine Safeguarding for employment
Employment uses.
Land
jOP3 Hillhad Drive Housing Land  |Ellon Formartine Grey Site complete 2022,
joP2 Former Academy and Academy [Mixed Use Ellon Formartine Blue lUnder construction. Due for
JAnnex Site lcompletion 2029.

Table 1 - Opportunity Site Status Review

Table 1 can be read in conjunction with the LDP 2023 Map shown in Figure 1. It should be
noted that, according to this audit carried out be Aberdeenshire Council, sites at Balmacassie,
Cromleybank, and Waterton should be recommended for removal from the Local Development
Plan.



2.3. Aberdeenshire Infrastructure Audit

Aberdeenshire Council carried out an infrastructure audit and have presented a Red, Amber,
Green (RAG) analysis. The infrastructure within the audit is categorised as follows:

. :indicates that for a certain type of infrastructure, there is capacity, and no
constraints exist for future development in a certain place/settlement.
. indicates that there may be capacity constraints in a settlement for a certain type

of infrastructure, but there may be possible future investment plans to resolve these.

« Red: categorisation indicates that for a certain type of infrastructure there are major
constraints in a particular place, and no or very little capacity exists to support future
development in these locations.

Aberdeenshire Infrastructure Audit - Ellon

Healthcare Provision m
Education Provision

Waste Water Provision

Water Provision

Energy Supplies m
Digital Connectivity Infrastructure

Household Recycling Centre Provision

Waster Transfer Station Provision

Learning Disabilities Extra Cares Needs Housing - Central m
Very Sheltered Housing

Care Homes

Community Hall

Sports And Recreation m
Local Road Network

Public Transport Infrastructure m
Table 2 - Ellon Infrastructure Audit

The results shown in  Table 2 demonstrate there are significant constraints in Ellon that
currently inhibit future development in the area. Of particular note are the major constraints on
healthcare provision, energy supply and public transport infrastructure. All of which were
highlighted as areas of concern during community engagement activities.



3.Community Engagement

As Ythan Community Council has recently encompassed the settlement of Ellon, local community
groups led engagement activities to gather feedback from residents. Within a short timeframe,
they organised and ran two large engagement events alongside major community gatherings to
reach the widest possible range of the local population.
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The first event was held alongside the Ellon Castle Christmas Market. Maps were used as
prompts to facilitate discussion, with community members asked to comment on what they liked
about Ellon. The maps also served to introduce the project, explain the planning process, and
guide conversations towards areas for potential development and key community concerns. Over
100 participants, including local residents and visitors, contributed feedback over the two-day

event.

The second event took place during the Christmas Light Switch-On, following a similar approach.
Community members provided feedback on what they valued in the area, and over 85 participants
left comments, with many more engaging in conversations. A smaller-scale engagement also took
place concurrently at the Craft and Hobby Fair at The British Legion, where dozens of residents

were spoken to.



These in-person activities were complemented
by an online survey, shared through social
media platforms and in-person conversations
starting in early November. Survey responses
were collected until 5th December and have
been collated for reporting in this Local Place
Plan. At the time of writing, 35 responses had
been received. The survey remains open to
continue gathering further input from the
community.

This combination of in-person and online
engagement ensured that a broad cross-
section of the community was able to
contribute, providing both qualitative and quantitative evidence to inform the priorities and
recommendations outlined in this Plan.




3.1. Shops and Private Services

Com_mun_ity views on _the provision of shops and 2. How do you rate the shops and private services provi
services in Ellon are mixed. Survey respondents (35) sion in Ellon today? (shops, hotels, restaurants, etc.)
rated the current offer at 2.46 out of 4, with the majority
(31 respondents) scoring it 2 or 3-stars. A commonly
expressed concern was that there are a number of 246
units vacant. Average Rating
. * % v i

“Ell on has the retail o f

empty” level 4 B 1
The range and availability of cafes and pubs was Level 3 - (17
viewed positively, particularly when in conjunction with level ? O 14
walking routes. The community expressed strong
support for independent businesses: Level 1 NI 3

“| really like the unique shops available in Ellon, it's a refreshing change from the
standard chain shops that are evert

Ellon is keen to build on the existing independent base, encouraging more to the centre of town
and improving the mix of shops, including clothes and businesses targeting younger audiences.
Concerns were raised about over-representation of some areas, such as takeaways and
hairdressers.

A recurring theme was to make use of the empty units found in the town centre, with some
residents noting this would improve the town

s ap
“Ell on Is beginning to |l ook negl

These views highlight what is important for the community - a wider range of independent shops
and businesses. The Ellon Town Centre Health Check 2024 identifies increasing vacancy as a
key issue. The vacancy rate rose from 8.7% in 2022 to 17% in 2024, highlighting an urgent need
to support town regeneration.

“Smal | i ndependent shops cannot afford t he
shop fronts remain empty."”

There are opportunities available to ensure Ellon becomes a thriving town but it requires
investment in making these assets accessible for smaller independent businesses to improve
long-term vitality and resilience of the town.



FACILITIES & AMENITIES:

RETAILER REPRESENTATION

HOW WOULD YOU RATE:
VARIETY OF SHOPS?

w Good ® Neutral ® Poor

BUSINESSES I
COMMUNITY Sy T
the town cantre .
SRl HOW WOULD YOU RATE:
QUALITY OF SHOPS?

restaurants
= Good ® Neutral ®Poor

BUSINESSES I
COMMUNITY ST -

|Observations: Ellon has a mix of independent |
_'and multiple retailers (chain stores). However, 3
:Iargenunberofeomrlsmmea’ved '
,through the survey noting that the variety of |
1 shops within the town centre was poor and that'
| there needed to be more variety of offering in :
' order to increase the footfall within the town. |
172 from the ity survey |
:no&dﬂ\atﬁ\evaﬁeﬁyofreﬂilnﬁhimhehwn '
|centre was poor. '

Retailer Representation
o of businesses in the town centre are
0 independent retailers

41 0 of businesses in the town centre are
0 Cisss 1: Shops

(1) of businesses in the town centre are
o Class 2: Financial, Professional and
ather services

“Better vanety of shops required.”
More vanety of shops to increase footfall ~
“Better vanety of shops and attract some chains.”
“Need more vanety of independent shops.”
“Greater range and qualily of businesses required.”

“There iz not enough good quality shops.”

“Poor choice of shops.”
X = Image (Top % Sottom: Dee
Eusiness and Co ity Swrvey, September 2021 mam“uﬂm

Figure 3 - Town Centre Health check - September 2022, Aberdeenshire Council



3.2. Housing

Overa"’ residents in Ellon are SatiSﬁed with the 5. How do you rate the housing provision in Ellon today? (availability, types, quality,
current housing provision. 77% of questionnaire etc)
respondents rated it 3 or 4 stars, resulting in an
average score of 2.94 out of 4. Many community 2.94
members highlighted the variety of housing types Average Rating
available within town: * A Kk
Level 4 M 7
“Nice range, from t Level 3 M 20
t own to houses [ Level 2 M 7
Level1 D1

15 of the 35 questionnaire respondents commented positively on the range of housing size and
types, indicating that Ellon offers a mix that meets the needs of different household types.
However, a disparity was raised between owner-occupied, which was viewed as having a good
range, and rental accommodation, which respondents felt availability was limited. Some specific
housing needs were identified. Older residents expressed a desire for more single-story and
accessible properties, particularly in new housing developments.

“1f | arger developments of houses ar
bigger .’

Whilst the Cromleybank Development was not referenced by name in questionnaire responses,
residents did raise concerns about the cumulative impact of housing growth on already strained
local services and infrastructure. The development was discussed by the community at the in
person engagement events with particular concerns around the significant impact on an already
overburdened healthcare provision as well as the potential impact on the Ythan river corridor.

The Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 confirmed Cromleybank will be retained in the
plan. However, if Aberdeenshire Council follow their own recommendations in both their review
of the existing allocated sites, as well as their infrastructure audit then it is clear this development
should not be included in the next LDP.

If this development progresses, its impact on the community and services of Ellon need to be
carefully considered to ensure compliance with NPF4, particularly its emphasis on infrastructure-

first development and long-term resilience. NPF4 highlights:* A new water supply an

water systems will play an important role in buildinglong-t er m resi |l i ence.

Community feedback reinforces the need for infrastructure to be delivered prior to new housing
development, as many residents feel existing services are already under pressure. This is



confirmed by the Aberdeenshire Infrastructure audit. Future housing growth must be carefully
designed to strengthen Ellon’s identity. Feedback
the small-town, community character, as well as its access to the greenspace and walking

options. Development must support, rather than overburden, local services and infrastructure,

and should respect the EIllon’s relationship with
approach aligns with National Planning Framework 4, which promotes place-based, locally

distinctive development that meets local needs while strengthening resilience and community

wellbeing.

“Ell on i s one of t he best towns i n Abe]



3.3. Green Spaces

From our community engagement days 34% of
comments mentioned greenspace as what they
liked about Ellon. One resident described it as
“Picturesque”. I'n the ¢ es
scored 3.6 out of 4, the highest of all sections, 360

highlighting it as the aspect of Ellon that residents
most enjoy. * % % %

8. How do you rate the green spaces in Ellon today? (pa )
Maore details

rks, rivers, walks, wildlife, etc.)

Average Rating

Level 4 I
“We are very lucky t level? S T

spaces in Ellon, The riverside walk is a
real jewel and is used regularly by myself.”

Level 2

levell W1
The majority of the comments referred to EIlIIlon’s
which is highlighted as vital to the town’s charm

to cafes.

Other notable greenspaces include Gordon Park, which has benefited from the addition of Ellon
Wheel Park, attracting many younger residents; and Ellon Castle Gardens, which brings visitors
through events and promotes the historic castle ruins.



“EIll on Castle Gardens is a great asset a

Residents called for better maintenance of existing greenspaces, including path clearing,
improved lighting (especially Gordon Park), and clearer signage. There is a strong emphasis on
developing these spaces with nature and wildlife in mind.

“Need to protect the wider river valley. Manage it for wildlife-not f or f i sherr

Community feedback highlighted tensions between greenspace and new housing development.

In particular, the Cromleybank development raised concerns regarding how the river corridor will

be managed, whether nature-based floodplain management is being applied, and the potential

visual impacts on the river corridor. These concerns highlight an important opportunity to align

wi t h NPF4' s requirements to protect natur al pl a
expectation to protect the landscape features that contribute to local character.



Improving connections between greenspaces was a recurring theme and the quality of existing
paths allows access for many residents, and extending them (e.g., towards Esslemont Circle or
Newburgh) could encourage greater use of town facilities and more access to high quality outdoor
spaces. Proposed routes, such as the A90 Active Travel route, illustrate the potential for
expansion. Especially if combined with a biodiversity/nature-first approach this would lead to
opportunities for green corridors to extend beyond the settlement.

It is c¢clear that EIllon’s green spaces are essent.i

preserved within the LDP and should be used to form the basis for connecting green networks
beyond the settlement.



3.4. Industry

Residents appear content with the current level of

11. How do you rate the provision of industry in Ellon to

access to industrial areas, with 77% of survey day? (variety of business, where businesses are situa Mare ¢
respondents rating it 2 or 3 stars. Most comments ted. etc)
indicated satisfaction with the availability and range of
businesses. 2.69
Average Rating
“The industrial estat A K ed @

there are a variety
Level 4 NN 6

Level 3 . 14
The location of the industrial estates on the edge of
town, with convenient access to the A90, is viewed
positively, helping to keep heavy traffic and noisy or Level 1 SN 2
visually unsightly industry away from residential and
recreational areas.

Level 2 | — 13

Keeping noisy/unsightly industry away fr

There is also recognition that sufficient opportunities exist for further development within the
current estate as Ellon grows. However, community feedback highlighted a desire for better
connections between the industrial sites and the town centre, both physically and in terms of
raising awareness of the businesses located there.

ElIl on’ s  ocati on i s considere
development, and the land currently allocated

provides opportunities for future expansion without

the need for additional allocations. Community input

suggests that a long-term strategy is needed to

ensure that the industrial estate does not become

enclosed by housing in the future, safeguarding
access, operations, and the to
beyond the timeline of the current Local Development

Plan.




3.5. Connectivity

Ellon benefits from a well-used network of walking
routes, which are highly valued by residents and
visitors and provide important opportunities for
enjoying the town’'s gre 269 y
feedback highlighted opportunities to expand and .
strengthen these routes, including improved links

14, How do you rate the connectivity of paths, roads an

. . Maore det
d public transpert in and around Ellon? e

Average Rating

to areas such as Esslemont Circle, enabling more * N W

people to access town facilities and amenities.

There is also support for the creation of an active Level 4 CHEEEEEEENND 5

travel route connecting Ellon to Newburgh, Level 3 I 15

providing onward connections to the Buchan-
Formartine Way as well has connections from
Ellon to Haddo House via Ythanbank. Another Level 1 S 1
active travel improvement discussed was the
introduction of a circular route round the perimeter
ofEllon.Thi s could be delivered through integration w
proposed A90 Active Travel route, enhancing both local and strategic connectivity.

Level 2 I 14

“Wal ki ng r o wudachisg, leaving buses ith the centre of Ellon to access
Aberdeen i s great.”

While car parking is available, many respondents commented that it is insufficient or difficult to
find, highlighting the need for improved signage, advertising, and coordination with private parking
sites. Road condition was also raised as a concern, with 33% of respondents identifying a need
for repairs and ongoing maintenance.

Another suggestion was the formal adoption of an overnight parking space. Many campers use

the car park on Golf Road as an infor mal overnigh
the night’” app and so i s alr eampgrstostop.dhisrcouslbed as a
enhanced by inclusion of pay per use water / electricity points.

The town's Park and Ride is appreciated. Public t
and Fraserburgh are available but community views on bus services are mixed. Cost and

reliability were the main issues raised, with a particular frustration around last-minute
cancellations.

“The buses need to turn up. Stagecoach 1is
full of school children.”



3.6. Tourism, Culture, Sports and Recreation

Community feedback highlights the importance of protecting

7.

How do you rate the tourism provisions in Ellon? (Th

ink about what might bring visitors to Ellon - restaur i
Maore details

an d e n h anec | n g E I I on ! S nat ants, accommodation, things to see an do, parking, a |
. . . . etc)
particularly the river Ythan, which is seen as central to the
town’s identity and appeal 2.1 i
to make better use of the river as an attraction, extending fuerase fetng
walking routes and improving connections to neighbouring o
towns, while ensuring biodiversity and established Level 4
landscapes are protected. Level 3 IEG———— 10
Level 2 I 19
Level 1 N 5
“The top priority has to bEe~TtTmwmeTrver var l
use of the river as an attraction. Extend the paths and T S
Connect to Other Sma” townsl Have a plan that WIII :;Zl)unityevents, historical amenities, social groups, More details
all ow small traders to run 0
down mature trees for building (as was done on 251
) Average Rating
Schoolhill for new houses) * h T O
Level 4 D 2
Level 2 I 17
ElIl on Castl e Gardens and t o . K
evel 2
frequently highlighted as important cultural and tourism s ,
assets. The Castle Gardens, in particular, support a range of

community events and provide access to historic
landscapes, while the market is viewed as a key attraction for
visitors. Despite this, there is a perception that Ellon is not
making the most of its tourism potential, reflected in a
questionnaire score of 2.11 out of 4, the lowest rating across
all themes, with limited promotion and advertising of existing
assets. Concerns raised elsewhere in the Plan regarding
retail and evening economy were echoed here, particularly
the lack of evening dining options.

el se t

not mu ¢ h 0

peopl e.

“Ther e’ s

”

19.

How do you rate the sport and recreational provisio

More details
ns in Ellon? (sports facilities and clubs) e

2.63

Average Rating

* % W& ¥

Level 4 I 3
Level 3 . 15
Level 2 I 12

level 1 D 2

Ellon is recognised as an active town, with the Meadows Sports Centre and a number of
gyms well used by residents with 60% of questionnaire respondents rating sports
provision 3 or 4 stars. Community feedback highlighted the loss of some outdoor sports



facilities, including the former running track and hockey pitch, and called for their
replacement. There were also requests for greater support for smaller sports clubs,
including tennis and racket sports, to help maintain facilities. Issues around access to and
availability of swimming facilities were raised, reinforcing the need for sports and
recreation provision to reflect the town’s ac

The recently opened (2024) phase 1 of the Ellon Wheel Park was cited as a unique

facility for all wheel sports users, no matter what age or ability. A recent Economic

| mpact Assessment of the wheel park stated th
£240of socio-e conomi ¢ has been realised.” Phase 2 of
skatepark would expect to see similar returns.

Walking routes through woodlands, greenspaces, the river corridor, and Ellon Castle

Gardens were consistently identified as major strengths, alongside cultural events such

as the New Inn Festival and local producers including Ellon Spirits. Residents expressed

a desire to protect ElI'l on’s historic featur e:
heritage-based tourism, while safeguarding the river valley as a core asset for nature,

biodiversity, active travel, and recreation. Suggestions included improved mapping and

promotion to better showcase what the town already offers. Additionally, events play a

key role in attracting visitors to Ellon. Volunteer led events such as the Ellon Gala,

Firework displays, Christmas light switch on, pedal car race, town centre youth cycling

races, park runs, events at castle gardens bring a huge number of visitors to the town.



There is a clear opportunity to

activate the local economy by

investing in the development of

tourismin Ellonas “t he gatew
t o B u,c hceeatihg local
employment opportunities and

increasing use of local services,

including sports and recreation.

To achieve this, t he
assets must be identified,

protected, and supported through

the Local Development Plan. The

town centre plays a crucial role in

this, requiring continued

investment to ensure it remains

resilient, attractive, and adaptable

to support the future of Ellon.




4.Recommendations

Land / Theme Community Proposal

Fill vacant units; support independent businesses; diversify retail
Town Centre / Retail = mix to attract all age groups.

Deliver housing with infrastructure in place; include single-story /
Housing Sites accessible homes; retain small-town character and community
identity.

Allow further development within existing allocations; prevent
Industrial Estate surrounding by housing to protect operations and access.

Preserve and protect key greenspaces and river corridors; prevent
Greenspaces / River  inappropriate development on floodplain; maintain visual amenity.

Corridor
Maintain and extend existing paths; integrate with active travel
Walking / Active routes; link to key destinations like Esslemont Circle, Newburgh,
Travel Routes and the Buchan—Formartine Way.

Protect historic and sports facilities; support community events;
Cultural / Recreational mMmaintain access to Castle Gardens, Meadows Sports Centre, and
Land other recreational areas.

The community of Ellon values the size and village character of the town, alongside its natural

assets and strong sense of community among residents and visitors. These qualities are what

make Ellon distinctive and give it its identity. As the settlement grows, particularly as part of the
Energetica corridor and with earmarked residenti a
views are considered in future plans to ensure growth occurs in a way that supports the

community.

While EIl on demonstrates some of the National P
Successful Places, additional resources and targeted development will be needed to ensure these

qualities continue to meet the needs of a growing population. The town benefits from many

individuals and groups supporting the community, but feedback indicates that these efforts are

not consistently coordinated or connected. NPF4 |
sense of belonging and identity within the communit y” as a mar ker of a heal th
2019 Community Plan, Ellon — New Thinking for a Historic Town, some residents perceive limited

progress, citing examples such as the positioning of the new health centre and school locations

as areas where integration could be improved.



To support sustainable growth and meet NPF4 objectives, future development should enhance
liveability, connectivity, and community cohesion. NPF4 states:

“To deliver | iveable places, Regional Spatial S

in this area should focus on continued regeneration and encourage more 20-minute

nei ghbourhoods to sustain the skilled workforceé
The Local Devel opment Pl an must ensure that EIl or
social networks are strengthened alongside any physical growth. Future development should
protect the town’s character, support community
amenities, greenspaces, and wal ki ng r o u-based,, aligr

locally distinctive development that supports long-term resilience and wellbeing.

5.Next Steps

5.1. Ythan Place Plan

Continued community engagement activities will continue in 2026 and include the settlements in
the wider Ythan area. Further engagement with adjacent communities and community councils
will be undertaken to align with feedback and aspirations regarding interconnectivity, green
spaces, and active travel.

5.2. Call for Ideas

In preparation of this Local Place Plan and continuing community engagement it is hoped that
individuals, community groups, or other organisations are supported and encouraged to submit
ideas and comments as part of Aberdeenshire Counc



Appendix A — Document Links and References

Local Plans & Policy Guidance

1. Aberdeenshire Local Development Plan 2023 — [Link]

2. National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4), Scottish Government — [Link]
3. Future Foveran Local Place Plan — [Link]

Community & Town Studies

4. Ellon — New Thinking for a Historic Town (ENTHT), 2019 — [Link]
5. Ellon Town Centre Health Check, September 2022 — [Link]

6. Ellon Town Centre Health Check, 2024 — [Link]

Community Engagement Evidence

7. Ythan Community Council — Local Place Plan Questionnaire Results, 2025 — [Link]
8. Ellon Castle Christmas Market Engagement Notes, 2025 — [Link]

9. Christmas Light Switch-On Engagement Notes, 2025 — [Link]

Other Supporting References
10. Energetica Corridor Development Information — [Link]


https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/27f01f5e60544ece88580ca32dc4beb5
https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-planning-framework-4/
https://publications.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/acblobstorage/151a46f7-54d4-419e-bb52-d523f635747b/supporting-statement-for-the-submission-of-the-foveran-local-place-plan.pdf
https://www.ouraberdeenshire.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Ellon-New-Thinking-for-a-Historic-Town-Graphical-Version-Revised-and-Updated-080819.pdf
https://abshirepublications.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/c2150629-0826-4c0a-83f7-1b9dc88018ac/2022-ellon-town-centre-health-check.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/de0feacab1c44e598e4ed34a257ef653?item=4
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10NncQsjpicadTtAAoDfh4OFen9UKzHcN/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=109980252386846003071&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/12oXh615AOCrQawivDFJRSpAMJr2HaAkl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109980252386846003071&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1wcf_U51GURTRUn6gFlibEtBaKCZFN8I0/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=109980252386846003071&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://energetica.co.uk/

Appendix B - Information Notice

Ythan Community Council

Dear Ward 09 Councillors and adjacent Community Councils,
Information Notice of proposed Local Place Plan

In accordance with regulation 4 of The Town and Country Planning (Local Place Plans)
(Scotland) Regulations 2021, | attach a copy of Ythan Community Council's Local Place Plan
for the settlement of Ellon with this Information Notice.

Sections 3 of the Local Place Plan set out how the Local Development Plan should be amended
with a summary of recommendations in Section 4.

Shops and private service
Housing

Green Spaces

Industry

Connectivity

Tourism, Culture, Sports and Recreation

Representations
Please send any representations that you wish to make to jamie@NESCAN.org before Monday
23rd February 2026.

Yours sincerely,

Jamie Cole-Hamilton

NESCAN Hub,

on behalf of Ythan Community Council and Ellon community groups


mailto:jamie@NESCAN.org

Appendix C - Evidence of compliance with
requirements of regulation 4

Appendix C - Evidence of compliance with requirements of regulation 4

Details of how evidence was gathered is outlined in section 3, Community Engagement. The
draft Local Place Plan, was submitted to Ythan Community Council on 12th January 2026 and
was agreed on 16/01/2026.

In addition the group sought the views of:

a. CliIr. Lousie McAllister, Clir. Isobel Davidson, Clir. Gillian Owens, ClIr. John Crawley

b. Neighbouring Community Councils

Each of these parties were given 28 days notice to submit any comments via email with the
deadline of 23rd February 2026.

Information Notice
See Appendix B

Statement Explaining how the Community Body has had regard to: NPF4, LDP, Locality Plans
(not relevant)

cllr.j.crawley@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
clir.i.davidson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
clir.l.mcallister@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
clir.g.owen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Slaines and Colliston - collieston1@gmail.com
Deer - secretary.deercc@gmail.com

Methlick - methlick.secretary@gmail.com
Tarves - tcc.secretary@tarves.org.uk

Udny - udnyccsecretary@outlook.com
Foveran - g_cdouglas@hotmail.com


mailto:cllr.j.crawley@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.i.davidson@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.l.mcallister@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.g.owen@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Appendix D — Connectivity and Green Space
Mapping
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