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ABERDEENSHIRE LOCAL OUTDOOR ACCESS FORUM 

MINUTES OF MEETING 96 

Monday, 3rd February 2025, 5.45pm 

Aberdeenshire Council, Unit 7, Harlaw Way, Inverurie 

 

In-person meeting 

 

Present: Paul Davison, Ken Gordon, Anouk Kloppert, Gordon McKilligan, Gordon Prentice, Ruth 

Riddell, Neil Taylor, Chris York (initial Chair).   

Council officers present: Fiona Chapman, Bridget Freeman. 

 
Note by Min. Sec. On this meeting’s Agenda, the usual running order for standing items was rearranged to 

accommodate the election of the new Chair at an appropriate stage in the proceedings – resulting in the 

order of business recorded here. However, the associated Item numbers were not changed on the Agenda. 

Where applicable, I have here placed them in parentheses, with sequential numbering alongside.  

 

Abbreviations: A/O Access Officer(s); KHub -- Knowledge Hub; S/G Sub-group.  

Item Subject Action 

1 

 

Welcome, apologies, introductions, deputising, etc. 

a) Welcome CY thanked people for attending in person. 

b) Apologies: G Banks, G Burnett-Stuart, Cllr. I Walker, H Webb. 

Declarations of interest – none intimated. 

c) Meeting procedure – CY to chair meeting until election of new Chair. 

 

 

2 Approval of Minutes from Meeting 95 and matters arising (relevant 

action points) 

Action points from Meeting 95 

• 94/4 & 95/2 (riverside access) – Actioned by RR, now with FC. 

• 94/4 & 95/2 (letter to MSP) – KG to action. 

• 94/4 & 95/2 (National Sheep Association) – Peter Miles is supportive. 

GMcK to give BF contact details for him. 

• 95/2 (RA Scottish Paths Map) – Project closed; map available online. 

• 94/6 & 95/2 (outdoor swimmers) – Search for possible ALOAF rep. 

unsuccessful so far, as participants tend not to be organisational. KG 

to approach contact in NAF.   

• 95/3 (future meeting venues and catering) – Council funding no 

longer available; therefore unsupported. 

• 95/3 (ALOAF Minutes retention period) – Actioned; period now 7 

years. Documents accessible via ALOAF page on Council website, 

then click on “Publications”. 

• 95/4 (Council’s Operating Plan re core paths performance indicator) – 

Cllr. Walker researching and she is awaiting answer to her enquiries. 

• 95/5 (no. of access cases and land managers’ perspectives) – FC has 

updated CY and will report later in meeting. [“Aberdeenshire Council 

update” subsequently deferred due to shortage of time]. 

• 95/5 (ALOAF equipment storage) – To continue at Mintlaw; thanks 

given to M White for support.  

• 95/6 (nominations for new Chair) – Actioned [see Item 3 below]. 
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• 95/6 (GP to consider becoming ALOAF Rep.) – Actioned. At the 

present meeting CY invited GP to move from being Community sector 

Reserve to Representative. GP accepted the invitation. 

• 95/7 (WSP “Story Maps”) – Actioned by CY -- link provided to 

members on request (subject to not sharing link beyond ALOAF). PD 

can download and will peruse.  

• 95/7 (review WSP data) – Actioned by CY -- WSP had added their 

own criteria to the Council brief. Some were considered by Council to 

be inappropriate for rural paths. 

• 95/7 (ALOAF feedback to CY on WSP recommendations)  

• 95/8 (Mains of Rhynie) – Actioned. Input received from RR re 

equestrian gates. 

• 95/8 (Ythan Estuary) – No news of possible workshop yet.  

• 95/8 (possible future ALOAF members) – PD to follow up with his 

contact. GBS to report re his contact. 

Approval of Minutes of Meeting 95 Accepted: prop. PD, seconded AK. 

Matters arising 

Council GIS software Referring to the Minute of Meeting 95, GP asked if an 

enquiry had been made whether organisations such as ALOAF and 

community councils could have access to the Council’s GIS software, 

perhaps by being granted a licence. The meeting felt that if access were to 

be possible it would likely be limited to viewing certain layers, while 

uploading data would not be an option. BF advised GP to direct his enquiry 

to Customer Services.   

Ring-fenced Scot Gov funding for core paths GP sought clarification on this, 

and was advised that this referred to the agricultural sector’s Improving 

Public Access (IPA) scheme, the current status of which is unclear. More 

information may emerge from a conference scheduled for 7/2/25. 

Active Travel funding Further to the above, CY reported that funding for 

Active Travel routes, which was administered for Scot Gov by Sustrans until 

2024, is now distributed directly to local authorities by Transport Scotland.  
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3 Membership, Nominations and vote for new Chair 

Community representative GP appointed [see Item 2 - 95/6 above]. 

Election of new Chair BF reported that two nominations had been received, 

but one of them was subsequently withdrawn. The remaining nominee, KG, 

was present and was asked to say a few words in support of his candidacy. 

This having been accomplished, and the meeting quorate, voting took place 

and KG was duly elected Chair. Stepping down from office, former Chair CY 

received a presentation from BF, on behalf of all concerned, in recognition of 

his service as Chair. He thanked all for their support, noting with 

appreciation the essential assistance received from the Access Officers. He 

will be continuing as a member of ALOAF. 

[The meeting then proceeded with KG as Chair] 

[Later in the meeting, BF advised that she will forward members’ contact 

details to KG in his new role. KG noted that a mobile phone number can be 

useful when needing to confer quickly].  

Intimation from RR  RR gave advance indication that she is considering 

stepping down from ALOAF due to pressure of other commitments; will 
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discuss further with KG in due course regarding a possible candidate for 

membership. 

(5) 4 Update on activities and events attended by members of ALOAF since 

previous meeting 

Agency NT (FLS) -- Recent storm damage had not been especially bad in 

the north-east. On another topic, a recent online Local Management Plan 

meeting (re Inglismaldie and Denlethen) had proved quite lively, due in part 

to some attendees not being fully conversant with the LMP process. 

Community PD – Uryside Park, Inverurie: noted that the main path through 

Uryside Park, Inverurie, is 3m. wide tarmac – more like a road; concerned if 

this were to become the norm, also risk of use by motorcycles. In discussion, 

it was noted that any kerbing was to prevent erosion and to assist in 

construction operations; also, the path complied with Active Travel 

specifications. Coastal Trail: noted that it is discontinuous. CY advised that a 

new charity is being created for the project, which will allow it to hold funding 

and to apply to e.g. National Lottery for funds. The Council’s project officer is 

Peter Coldwell. His work is focussing mainly on northern sections. In south 

Aberdeenshire, agreements already allow gaps in the Trail to be resolved. 

KG advised that it is hoped to attract a patron, which should help advance 

the process of gaining the necessary status of the charity as a SCIO. He 

endorsed BF’s suggestion that Peter Coldwell be invited to an ALOAF 

meeting to discuss the project. BF to follow up. Paths groups Their work is 

appreciated. In discussion KG suggested a possible get-together of such 

groups. This point noted for inclusion in the “Planning for activities” item on 

the agenda. Tree-felling affecting access Noted that a lot of paths are 

currently affected, but that’s reality. 

Land managers GMcK – Irresponsible access, especially dogs among 

sheep, an ongoing concern. New NFUS appointee to NAF in progress. IPA 

paths: in Aberchirder area such paths are popular locally, with public roads 

providing missing links to form loop walks. But Access Officers have not 

been advised where IPA paths exist. BF agreed this is a missing link in 

communications about IPA projects. GMcK advised that there is still no 

information on the continuation of IPA, and due to lack of inflation-linked 

increases over the years, IPA grants have depreciated to 45% of their 

original value. We must wait and see. CY noted a rumour that another year 

of these grants, administered under the Agri-Environmental Climate Scheme 

(AECS) may be under consideration. NFUS Branch Meeting, Banff, 

18/11/24: Responding to a question from BF, GMcK said the attendance by 

FC, BF and CY at the meeting was worthwhile, helping to raise awareness 

about access and enabling the audience to meet access officers. BF 

reported good dialogue took place. GMcK felt the process could be repeated 

at other North-East Region branches (e.g. Cullen; Laurencekirk). CY said 

the Access Officers’ presentation on access and LRSA went well. The 

opportunity to interact directly with a farming audience was important. There 

was no antagonism – a favourable impression supported by a lack of 

subsequent negative feedback. GMcK was keen to promote this further. KG 

noted, however, that outreach appearances remain subject to Council 

resource constraints. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BF 

KG 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

Daviot mediation process CY reported on ALOAF’s mediation in the 

situation involving equestrians on the one hand and, on the other, non-

equestrian users of the Daviot path network – the issues being damage to 

paths, and inconvenience to non-equestrian users. Since the ALOAF 

meeting of 4/11/24, CY and Henry Webb (HW) have conducted separate 

meetings with each of the two sides, followed by two successive joint 

meetings. Participants were encouraged to think about solutions themselves 

and to report back. The result has been a basis for moving forward. 

Equestrians have agreed to avoid constructed paths, and Daviot Community 

Trust (DCT) has facilitated the use of a grass area for an alternative 

equestrian loop. Work is in progress to enable an equestrian link to a public 

road, giving the potential for a longer loop to be created. Also, a code of 

conduct for all users of DCT land has been agreed and will be promoted. 

The parties concerned will provide a progress report in April. Reflecting on 

the process, CY felt that any personal issues (which GMcK later commented 

often fuelled disputes) tended to be defused when in a group situation. 

Progress has been made. CY commended HW on his role, both in providing 

a voice of reason and for note-taking. The overall process had been large-

scale and time-consuming. At the joint meetings, chairs were arranged in a 

circle, with representatives of the contending parties seated alternately, 

which helped reduce conflict. At the second joint meeting, a map-based 

exercise helped people to share ideas. Responding to a question from RR, 

CY advised that in the interest of keeping things neutral, the BHS access 

representative had not been invited to the meetings, but had been kept 

informed. RR asked if other users would be excluded from routes to be used 

by equestrians. CY replied that this would not be the case, but when on such 

routes non-equestrians should expect to meet horses. 

RR reported that in Aberdeen city, designated equestrian routes had 

attracted other users. CY reported that at Daviot the agreed code of conduct 

is for equestrians and their mounts to “walk only”. The equestrians accepted 

that horses can cause damage to shared-use paths. In the grass area there 

will be a mown path, and non-equestrians will be informed that they can 

expect to meet horses. CY also advised that equestrians will not be 

specifically excluded from using shared-use paths. In discussion it was 

noted that mountain-bike trails also attract other users; and on shared-use 

trails there can be friction between mountain bikers and equestrians. 

Regarding the social media aspects of the Daviot issue, CY reported two 

beneficial outcomes: (a) anonymous posts were banned by the local 

Facebook group; (b) the DCT Facebook admin discovered that no one 

outwith DCT could see their Facebook platform (now rectified). In 

conclusion, KG praised ALOAF’s achievement in calming the dispute; CY 

emphasised that HW’s contribution had been crucial to success, which BF 

attributed to “the magic of the Forum”. 

Community GP – Funding award: Westhill has been awarded £45,000 from 

the NESTRANS Community Sustainable Travel Grant Scheme to construct 

a 40m.path which will improve connectivity; with a forthcoming meeting on 

4/2/25 to start the ball rolling. Unfortunately an application by Echt 

Community Council for upgrading accessibility on a local path had been 

turned down, but they will be seeking other funding options. Westhill Orbital 
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Trail An issue has arisen on part of the Trail bordering the golf course and a 

housing estate, where residents are experiencing flooding attributed to path 

drainage ditches, as well as privacy issues arising from increased use of the 

Trail beside their properties. A meeting of all parties is forthcoming. CY 

reminded GP of beneficial seating arrangements as per Daviot.  

Community KG – Zero carbon: at Daviot, a recent meeting discussed 

installing solar panels in a field. A successful Zero Carbon Daviot 

Community Day was held, benefitting from Aberdeenshire Council’s 

assistance in encouraging attendance by kindred groups from a wide area of 

Aberdeenshire. Inverurie- Oldmeldrum – Daviot path links: The Council has 

commissioned a further study of this proposal – results not available yet. The 

600m section from Inverurie’s Osprey development to Lethenty is still in 

prospect. 

(6) 5 Aberdeenshire Council update 

1) Processes for access officers -- [item deferred due to lack of time]. 

2) Essential spend constraints -- BF briefly advised that there are 

severe budget pressures on the Council, as discussed at a Council 

meeting on 16/1/25. A full Council meeting on 27/2/25 will discuss a 

large overspend in the current financial year. Non-essential spending 

and permanent recruitment are frozen. Any spending request is 

subject to scrutiny by an assessment panel. The upshot is that there 

is no budget for Access Officer spending. This rules out any  

ALOAF---related expenditure. 

 

(4) 6 Planning for activities, events, training, information 

• Handover of resources to new Chair BF to arrange a Teams 

meeting for those involved, including the Vice Chair. 

• ALOAF’s directions for 2025 Suggestion that KG could discuss 

ideas with members.  

• Events The Forum will not be at the Turriff Show in 2025 due to 

budget constraints. If other events are feasible, members agreed that 

the desired demographic for the Forum’s message is town residents 

attending a rural event, examples possibly including Tarland Show, 

Castle Fraser Steam Rally, Mackie’s farm day, Aden Country Park 

equestrian events and dog shows. Thainstone Spring Show would 

also suit, but is imminent and therefore not feasible this year. KG will 

circulate a call for suggestions.  

• Collaborative possibilities RR suggested working with youth 

organisations. CY noted that education about responsible access is 

part of the Ranger Service’s work plan. There could be the 

opportunity to encourage and support performance in this area of 

their activity. 
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(8) 7 AOCB – nothing reported.  

(10) 

8 

Provisional dates of 2025 meetings 

14th April – in person at Unit 7, Harlaw Way (to include election of new Vice 

Chair), 9th June, 8th September,10th November 2025. 

 

(9) 9 CLOSED SESSION  

• SOAN training module  
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• Casework 

 

 

 

 


